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Foreword from Ken Brown 
The Ozark Uncle, Springfield, MO 

eMail: ozarkuncle@gmail.com 
 

In March 1887, the Douglas County Herald came into existence and has been published on a weekly basis 

ever since.  Today, microfilm copies of the Herald from those early years provide the most complete and 

fascinating story of the county and its residents ever written.  This history, however, does not give itself up 

easily; one must peruse each issue of the Herald for a period of years to gain an understanding of the daily 

life and the issues that concerned our Douglas County ancestors. 

 

My personal fascination with the old issues led to the preparation of this volume of excerpts which was 

transcribed from the Herald for the years 1887 through 1899.  Almost all the excerpts were obtained from 

two pages of each issue--the editorial page and the local news page.  During those early years, the 

remainder of the paper was filled with “ready print,” i.e., state and national news that was funneled to the 

paper from outside the county.  I chose not to make excerpts from such non-county news items because of 

their availability from sources.  For example, all the major battles of the Spanish-American War were 

reported in the Herald but are covered in other historical documents as well and therefore omitted.  The 

fact that a local boy died in the Spanish-American War, however, is county news that is not reported elsewhere.  Thus, this volume of 

excerpts focuses only on the latter or local story. 

 

Initially, this volume started out as a set of notes for my personal interests in the commercial, educational, and entertainment histories 

of the county as well as my own family history (Brown, Hartley, Morris, Gunnels, Johnson, Honeycutt, and Lakey).  Along the way, I 

transcribed excerpts for my nieces and nephews who have ancestors within the following families--Sell, Elliott, Durham, Goodnight, 

Hamby, Ingram, and Potter.  As the pages of notes mounted, I realized that others might benefit from the excerpts; thus the idea of this 

document 

 

Although the excerpts are personalized to my particular historical interests, I attempted to capture all events of the following types 

whether they occurred in Ava or elsewhere in the county: 

 Deaths, births, marriages, and real estate transactions. 

 New businesses opened or changes in business ownership. 

 Construction of new buildings, schools, churches, and residences. 

 Public entertainments (e.g., plays, traveling troupes, movies, circuses). 

 Major school news--commencements programs, etc. 

 Results of public elections and major news events of the community. 

 

In reading these excerpts, one should be warned that omissions could have occurred on my part or on account of the Herald itself.  

During the early years, the editor went months without printing any news columns from the outlying communities such as Rome, 

Arno, Buckhart, or Vanzant.  Also, beginning several weeks before an election, the Herald (a Republican paper) would devote all its 

local space to propaganda supporting the Republican agenda and admonishing the public about the evils of the Democrats, the 

“Wheelers,” or the Populists.  The print included a heavy dose of “mud” slung toward the editor of the rival Farm Record newspaper. 

 

The Herald contains various spellings of names, and no attempt has been made in these excerpts to standardize the spellings.  Obvious 

typographical errors, however, have been corrected except in a few occasions where an editor had a unique but consistent spelling 

such as “comicle” for the word “comical.”  The editor never capitalized “county” when referring to Douglas County, and this 

transcription retained that original style.   

 

Despite the limitations inherent in this kind of project, any serious student of Douglas County history should find this work interesting 

and helpful in his or her own research.  Certainly that is my hope. 

 

BECAUSE THIS DOCUMENT IS PROVIDED IN ADOBE ACROBAT’S .PDF  FORMAT, AN INDEX IS UNNECESSARY.  

SIMPLY USE THE ―FIND‖ FUNCTION UNDER THE ―EDIT‖ MENU—ENTER A NAME YOU WOULD LIKE TO FIND 

AND LET THE ADOBE ACROBAT READER FIND EACH INSTANCE OF THAT WORD. 

If your computer does not have an Adobe Acrobat Reader, then a free copy can be downloaded from www.adobe.com 

file:///I:/LocalHistory/Doug-Newspapers/Herald/Excerpts/ozarkuncle@gmail.com
http://www.adobe.com/
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March 3, 1887 (Vol. I, No. 1) 

- (Issue missing from microfilm) 

 

March 10, 1887(Vol. I, No. 2) 
- Editors and Proprietors of the Douglas County Herald: G. J. 

Roote and H. E. Frink. 

- Notice--Application No. 10711.  Frank A. Shead. 

- Notice--Complaint by John C. Elliott against Charles W. 

Pullman for abandoning homestead entry No. 12185 dated 

November 15, 1884. 

- Be sure to attend the Church festival. 

- It is about time the ball players of Ava were organizing a 

club. 

- Dr. Gill is the proud father of an eight pound daughter. 

- H. H. Childreth has sold his blacksmith shop to Lewis 

Hampton of Mansfield.  Mr. Hampton is to take charge this 

week while Mr. Childreth will hereafter give his undivided 

attention to the barber business. 

- Ava should have a town well immediately in the center of the 

square, where it will be convenient for farmers to water their 

teams when in town.  A good force pump with a few feet of 

hose would save a great many dollars in time of fire. 

- The church festival which is to be Saturday night, March 12 

will be a grand affair.  As no programme has been handed to 

us we can give none.  However, we understand a supper is to 

be given at 10 o‟clock.  The Ava Thespian Club, aided by 

good music, will given an entertainment.  New plays got up 

for this special occasion will be rendered in good style. 

- We understand that Mrs. John Payne will soon commence a 

subscription school. 

- Some slight work is needed on the square.  The late rains 

have washed deep ruts in several places that need filling. 

- Death of Hon. J. R. Woodside.  Judge John R. Woodside 

departed this life Feb. 28th, 1887, at his home at 

Thomasville.  Judge Woodside was born Aug. 3d, 1814, in 

the State of Kentucky.  He came to this county in 1844, 

where he has since resided.  He was married Nov. 17th, 

1839, to Mary E. Old. 

- Among the numerous plays given by the Thespian Club 

Saturday night, March 12, will be one entitled “One night in 

a New Orleans Bar-room.” 

 

March 17, 1887 (Vol. I No. 3) 
- Bald Knobbers--Last night two men hailing from the 

southern portion of Christian county called at the Republican 

office and furnished all the details concerning a fiendish 

outrage that was perpetrated Thursday night.  The victim was 

a man named McFarland, a quiet inoffensive man who lived 

two miles east of Chadwick.  About 18 men were involved. 

- A couple of prairie schooners passed through town going 

west Monday morning. 

- The Festival.  One of the most enjoyable affairs that has 

taken place in Ava for some was that of the Church festival 

last Saturday night.  The play given by the Thespians Club 

was executed in a manner that drew comment and praise 

from all.  After the play John H. Martin delivered a short but 

very appropriate and exceedingly eloquent oration. Judge 

Hailey and Uncle Austin Reynolds also make remarks.  Rev. 

Dunaway was then called upon and responded in a short 

address sanctioning the play and pointed out the moral it had 

shown: “look not upon the wine when it is red.” 

- Three immigrant wagons were camped just west of town the 

first of this week. 

- Robert Martin has sold his farm to Harrison Sanders. 

- Official Directory: 

Circuit Judge .................. John F. Hale 

Representative ............... John Lewis 

Probate Judge ................ H. H. Roller 

County Judges ............... D. C. Walker, 

 N. J. Smallwood 

Barney Brixey 

Circuit Clerk .................. John H. Martin 

Sheriff ............................ J. M. Lyons 

County Clerk ................. Marion Curnutt 

Collector ........................ Barney Mallonee 

Prosecuting Atty ............ Geo. B. Waters 

Treasurer ........................ John A. Baker 

Surveyor ........................ James Wood 

School commissioner ..... T. A. Kay 

Public Administrator ..... Elijah Hurst 

Justices of Peace ............ J. Casad, 

Rob Wheeler 

Constable ....................... George Sanders 

- Ads:  A. C. Kice, Attorney at Law 

J. K. Reed, Attorney at Law 

Dr. W. J. Gilbreth, Physician & Surgeon 

 

March 24, 1887 (Vol. I, No. 4) 
- Notice: Homestead applications 

William P. Gray, No. 8657 

David H. Hunter, No. 9346 

Geo. C. Wood, No. 8679 

Thomas Howard, No. 8080 

- A brass band is soon to be organized in our city. 

- H. H. Childreth has moved his barber shop into the building 

formerly occupied by Mark Roby as a store.  His razors are 

in fine trim.  Give him a call. 

- A photograph gallery occupies a conspicuous position near 

the center of the public square. 
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- The B. B. boys have cleared the ball ground and commenced 

practicing.  A match game will soon be played. 

- Died: last Tuesday night infant daughter of Dr. Gill. 

- Ava needs a post G.A.R.  We have many veterans and should 

have an organization. 

- We understand Capt. Pennington has been offered a bonus of 

five hundred dollars to move his Mill to Arno. 

- The bell rope of the Hall bell has been pulled down and none 

can tell when night meetings are being held.  The rope should 

be mended. 

- A race is talked of between Uncle Jesse Huffman and Will 

Miller.  Both have very superior steeds. 

- One great cause of burnouts in Ava is so many wooden 

buildings.  Brick, if burned at home, would be much cheaper 

for building purposes than lumber. 

 

March 31, 1887 (Vol. I, No. 5) 
- R. F. Brown of Gainesville is in town. 

- Mr. H. S. Wilson of the east end is in Ava this week.  He will 

soon go to Henderson to attend the high school at that place. 

- The residence of Mr. Freeman of Dry creek was burned on 

Monday last. 

 

April 7, 1887 (Vol. I, No. 6) 
- Capt. Pennington will upon returning from Tennessee 

commence the erection of his proposed new business 

buildings to be on the south side of the public square.  As the 

lumber is now on the ground the building will go up rapidly. 

- A tax was voted at the School meeting last Tuesday for funds 

to purchase the upper part of the Hall for school purposes. 

 

April 14, 1887 (Vol. I, No. 7) 
- Dr. R. N. Lee will soon open a drug store just across the 

street from the Herald office.  The Dr. purposes keeping in 

stock a little bit of everything. 

- Marriage licenses: Lewis Huffman and Laura O‟Day; W. P. 

Smith and Mattie Huffman; John L. Cameron and Elmira 

Stout. 

- Dr. L. Burch will leave our town April 22.  He will visit 

Gainesville April 23 and practice his profession at that place. 

- H. H. Childreth left for Kansas Monday.  His absence leaves 

a chance for some barber to come here and do a good live 

business. 

 

April 21, 1887 (Vol. I, No. 8) 
- Henry Wilson is employed in the county clerk‟s office. 

- Dr. Gilbreth has purchased a farm in the East end and will 

shortly evacuate Ava. 

- C. & H. S. Wilson have purchased the farm of J. D. Pettijohn 

of Bryant known as the Wm. Hopper place, for $1,400. 

- Vera Cruz Notes: John Stout had his hand badly mangled by 

one of his oxen. 

- Cowskin Items: Old uncle Mat Huffman is the happiest man 

in this part.  It is a girl. 

 

April 28, 1887 (Vol. I, No. 9) 
- A new paper in Ava. 

- J. A. Payne thinks of opening a stock of dry goods soon. 

- Dr. Hailey reports some sickness. 

- An article will be found on first page headed “Haws on 

Knobbers.” Should any person feel like answering it the 

columns of the Herald are open.  All we require is a signature 

at the bottom. 

- Rev. Wm. Thomas will preach at the Hall on next Saturday 

night and Sunday. 

- A sharp crack of the whip caused the lead mule of the stage 

to bring that vehicle around the corner of First and Main at 

about the usual hour last Friday morning, April 22, safe and 

sound and roll it into the public square.  Among those on 

board were Capt. Pennington, just returned from Tennessee. 

 

May 5, 1887 (Vol. I, No. 10) 
- (Issue missing from microfilm) 

 

May 12, 1887 (Vol. I, No. 11) 
- Notice: Michael J. Bradley, settler, preemption declaratory 

statement No. 2718. 

- Notice: John J. Reynolds, homestead application 8991. 

- Notice: Andrew T. Millsap, homestead application No. 8228. 

- Notice: William B. Brown, homestead application No. 12811 

for the S half S w qr Sec 35 and E half S E qr sec 34 Town 

25 N Range 14 west.  Witnesses: George Souder, George 

Smith, Alford Harris, and Robb Brown, all of Rockbridge. 

- Notice: Elias Martin, homestead application No. 8392. 

- Notice: William H. McMurtry, homestead application No. 

8333. 

- A nine pound deputy put in an appearance at the home of 

sheriff Lyon‟s last week. 

- We expect to be able in our next issue to name the day the 

corner stone of the new court house will be laid. 

- A petition is being circulated for the purpose of raising funds 

for the erection of a new court house at Ava some five 

hundred dollars have already been subscribed and it is 

expected a thousand dollars will be raised.  The proposed 

new building is to be 40 by 60, two stories high.  It will 

greatly help the looks of our public square. 

- Girdner News: Johnnie Durham had the misfortune to cut his 

foot last week. 

- Cowskin Items: Labe Hartley has been very sick but is able 

to be up again but is yet very weak. 
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May 19, 1887 (Vol. I, No. 12) 
- Decoration Day.  Decoration day, May 30th 1887 will be 

observed by Andy Martin Post 259, G.A.R. at the cemetery 

of Com W. Huffman, J. V. C., on Casto creek, Douglas Co. 

- Mr. Daniel B. Huffman, of Casto died Sunday night, May 15, 

1887 after a prolonged illness. 

- Judge Kice has disposed of his city residence to Prosecuting 

Att‟y Waters.  Consideration $250. 

- We are told seven hundred is the amount raised for the court 

house.  There is no doubt about Ava having a court house. 

- The advertisement of Henry Haughey will appear in our next 

issue.  Mr. Haughey is a first-class carpenter and is kept 

constantly busy.  At present he is at work on a business 

building for Capt. Pennington. 

- Kice & Payne have located their office in the Irvin King 

building on the south east corner of the public square. 

- All persons who feel themselves anyway interested in the 

courthouse enterprise in Ava are requested to meet at the 

Hall in Ava, on Saturday, May 28, to complete the 

organization and go to business. 

- The new Union church, which Rev. Thomas has been 

laboring so hard to build was commenced lat week.  The 

Christian people of St. Louis, have donated the doors, 

windows, and hardware, and shipped them. 

- The road commissioner of this district has warned all able 

bodied men to come out and work the roads.  Every person 

should turn out and do his part manfully as each is benefitted 

by having good roads. 

 

May 26 1887 (Vol. I, No. 13) 
- Isaac Strong of Rippee creek is happy over the late arrival of 

a boy. 

- Len Shipley was made the proud father of a bouncing girl on 

Saturday last.  Dr. Gilbreth officiated. 

- A son was bon to the wife of Thos. Dobbs of Rippee creek 

last week. 

- Everett, the 14 year old son of ex-Sheriff Bunyard dropped 

dead about noon today. 

- Ava‟s Boom.  A nice quiet little boom, but a boom in 

earnest.  City property rapidly changing hands.  A number of 

new buildings will commence immediately. 

Where our little boom commenced and when, it is difficult 

to determine.  It probably dates, however, to the time that J. 

H. Martin made the purchase of his farm which joins town, 

and which was immediately followed by the purchase of the 

Haws place by Capt. J. K. Reed. 

Prosecuting Attorney Waters has recently purchased the 

residence of A. C. Kice.  He also made a purchase of some 

adjoining lots.  County clerk Curnutt is about to buy some 

lots situated in the southeast part of town.  He will shortly 

erect a spacious and commodious dwelling thereupon. 

Work will commence upon the Court House immediately 

as all interested want to see it pushed rapidly to completion.  

Capt. Pennington has a small but neat little business building 

about completed.   

J. A. Payne recently disposed of a lot to parties in 

Springfield.  Lumber is on the ground for the enlargement of 

the Singleton Hotel.  A good sized addition is shortly to be 

built.  Capt. Reed is bargaining for a house near the public 

square.  All look for Mr. Conklin, late of Vernon county, to 

erect a house and open some branch of business.   The 

Masonic Hall was sold to the school district early in the 

spring and it is whispered that the Masons are going to build 

a larger and better building.  A good sized church will 

undoubtedly be build this season.  It will be seen that Ava is 

destined to be a good sized town at no distant day.  

 

June 2, 1887 (Vol. I, No. 14) 
- Capt. Pennington has his new business building completed. 

- Capt. Reed has purchased the city property known as the 

Haws residence. 

- A first class painter and sign writer could find good 

employment at this place.  We know of several who want 

their buildings painted. 

- All first class workmen should be prepared to bid on the 

contract for building the courthouse. 

- Work will soon commence on the Singleton hotel.  The 

framing is now all on the ground and the mechanics are 

sharpening their tools.  This addition will make the Singleton 

house the first-class hotel in our city. 

- Olive Springs Items: There was a Baptist church organized 

with fifteen names enrolled.  H. C. Thomas preached the 

funeral sermon of Mr. Kurrier who died last Thursday 

morning at 1 o‟clock of typhoid pneumonia aged 49 years, 3 

months, and 2 days leaving a wife and seven children. 

- Vera Cruz: Mr. George Crane has moved to Mansfield, 

having sold his mill to Miller, Decker, & Brown. 

- Bryant News.  Mr. John Singleton and Miss Mary J. O‟Day 

were united in hold bonds of matrimony on the 26 day of 

May.  Squire Bowdre of Boone tp., officiated. 

 

June 9, 1887 (Vol. I, No. 15) 
- Attention is called to the professional card of J. K. Bulger, 

Att‟y at Law.  Mr. Bulger is a late addition to the law force 

of our county. 

- Rev. Garoote, holiness minister preached at the Hall on 

Wednesday. 

- Evan Griffiths, postmaster of Vera Cruz, made this office a 

pleasant call on Tuesday last. 
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- The editor of the Democrat think we got slightly off our 

caboose in calling the Odd Fellows Hall, the Masonic Hall.  

Both use the same building and the man of the Democrat 

needn‟t make a “jass ack” of himself by personating us for 

making the slight error. 

- Rest at Last: Died at his residence in Spring creek tp., 

Samuel H. Sellers aged 42 years, 7 months, and 5 days 

leaving a brokenhearted widow and five children.  Mr. 

Sellers was a native of Newton county, GA and came to this 

county in „71. 

- To Contractors.  We, the undersigned building committee 

elected to let the contract and otherwise superintend the 

erection of a Court House in the center of the public square 

will receive bids on the same up to the 25th of June, 1887. 

The Contract for the stone work will be let separate from 

the carpenter work and both must accord with specifications 

found below. 

Size of the building 40 x 60 feet, two stories, upper story 

12 feet in clear.  Lower story must be 9 feet, studding must 

be 2x5 studs.  Sills 5x8 inches.  There will be a row of 

studding on either side of the hallway running full length of 

building, studding used in the partition walls can be 2x4 

inches.  Under the partition walls must be sills the same size 

as out side wall sills. 

Studding and joists to be placed 16 inches from center to 

center.  Size of joists that carry floors 2x8 inches, ceiling 

joists, 2x6 inches. 

The roof is to be hipped and decked and a balustrade 

around the deck.  The roof must be self supporting and made 

of good pine shingles showing only four inches to the 

weather.  Deck to be covered with tin. 

There will be a double door at each end of the hall way, 

size of door 2x7 feet 1 2 inches thick, transom above each 

door 12x48 inches two lights. 

The woodwork to let is as follows to-wit: Framing, 

Raising, Siding, Putting on roof, laying two doors, running 

one stairway, setting in windows, and Hanging hall doors. 

Specifications for Stonework: The foundation must be of 

good solid stone laid in lime and mortar in a good and 

workman like manner.  Wall must be 12 inches wide, 3 feet 

deep on an average, raising 18 inches above the surface at the 

highest point.  There will also be 10 piers under center sills 

12x12 in three feet deep.  We only want a good solid wall, 

straight on the outside. 

The contract for the wood work and also the stonework 

will be awarded to the lowest and best bidders.  The 

committee reserves the right to reject any and all bids if not 

satisfactory.  J. T. Hailey, H. M. Miller, Mart. Singleton, 

Committee. 

 

June 16, 1887 (Vol. I, No. 16) 
- Hog or No Hog.  Visit to Gainesville.  Early in the morning 

we stopped in front of a new hotel where we met the land 

lord, Mr. Hoggard, a gentleman of the first water, and found 

we were in Gainesville.  Court was in session, Judge Hale on 

the bench, looked very much at home really made us feel 

proud of our efforts last fall to put him there.  We had the 

opportunity to visit the school but we dare say from what we 

saw of that department it too speaks well for the good people 

of Gainesville and made us feel a little strange when asked 

what kind of a school we had at Ava.  If we never come 

again, good, by. Oats. 

- Capt. Dunn of Rockbridge stopped at the Singleton Hotel on 

Saturday night.  He thinks of bidding on the court house 

work. 

- A painter! A Painter!  Ava wants a painter.  Several large 

buildings together with the new court house which will soon 

be under way need painting, and we have been asked to yell 

for a painter. 

- Died on last Sunday night, Katherine Robinson, wife of 

James Robinson aged 41 years.  Mrs. Robinson has been 

suffering for more than a year with consumption.  She leaves 

a husband and six children. 

- A meeting will be held in Walnut Grove school district on 

June 21st to consider the question of raising funds for the 

erection of a school house as the old school building was 

burned on May 27th.  It was supposed to be the work of an 

incendiary. 

- After July 1st, a daily mail will be run from Mansfield to 

Rome, at present it only goes as far as Arno.  A Hack will 

start at each end and meet at Ava and then return. 

- J. K. Bulger has located his law office over Judge Hailey‟s 

store. 

- Carpenter Haughey is has prepared a bid for the court house 

contract.  Mr. Haughey is a mechanic who thoroughly 

understands his business and should he get the work will do a 

good job. 

- So far nothing has been said as to which way the new court 

house is to face.  In our opinion east and west would do very 

well. 

- We understand that Professor Roberts, a brother to Squire 

Roberts of this place, has arrived in town.  As the Professor 

has been engaged to teach the school at Ava, he has been 

expected for some time. 

- A B. B. Club with John Wash Singleton as Captain, has been 

organized at this place.  It is whispered that the new club will 

soon cross bats with the Gainesville club. 

- Buckhart News: Settlers are coming into this part of the 

county almost every day and there is but very little 

government land left. 
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June 23, 1887 (Vol. I, No. 17) 
- A. C. Kice is preparing to build a house. 

- There have been no lawsuits in town this week and the down 

don‟t hardly know how to act. 

- Dr. Lee has rented the store building of Capt. Pennington and 

will shortly open up a full line of eatables therein. 

- There is some talk again of a brass band being organized in 

Ava.  Go ahead boys and let us have some music.   

- Funds are being raised for the erection of a house for church 

purposes.  Some two hundred dollars have already been 

subscribed and everything looks successful for a church 

building in the near future. 

 

June 30, 1887 (Vol. I, No. 18) 
- (Issue missing from microfilm) 

 

July 7, 1887 (Vol. 1, No. 19) 
- Work has commenced on the foundation for the new court 

house. 

- Mency & Pennington‟s mill is still not running.  They expect 

to be grinding next week. 

- Uncle Austin Reynolds has commenced work at his brick 

yard.  He expects to burn a good sized kiln. 

- Mr. McDaniel informs us that the lumber for the new court 

house will be landed in the public square on next 

Wednesday.  He will then go to work immediately. 

- W. C. Kelton expects to erect a good sized addition to his 

store this season. 

- There will be a meeting at the Hall on next Wednesday to 

arrange a singing school.  Prof. Phillips has consented to be 

present at that time and will undoubtedly succeed. 

- We understand that the celebration at Arno was well attended 

about a thousand people being present.  The exercises opened 

with prayer by Rev. Lopp.  The Declaration of Independence 

was read by Miss Ida Turner.  After some singing Miss 

Emma Brown delivered a declamation and was followed by 

Miss Lou Turner who read an essay.  Capt. J. K. Reed 

delivered an address. 

- Spring Creek: Our public school will commence next 

Monday by W. C. Thompson.  Billie is a spanking good little 

fellow and no doubt will teach the lads and lassies “how to 

shoot.” 

 

July 15, 1887 (Fri.) (Vol. I, No. 20) 
- Andy Pennington is now called “pap.”  It is a girl and Andy 

says it has a Methodist voice.  Mrs. Dewhirst officiated. 

- Final Settlement Notice: Estate of Andrew Hartley, Wm. 

Hartley, Administrator. 

 

 

July 22, 1887 (Fri.) (Vol. I, No. 21) 
- For Sale: A fine farm six miles south of Ava, 169 acres, 90 

acres in cultivation, good frame house, barn and all necessary 

out buildings and plenty of good water.  Will be sold cheap.  

W. A. Brown, Arno, MO. 

- Jimmy Reynolds is holding a case on Democrat. 

- Work will soon commence on the addition to the Singleton 

House. 

- John Thurman of Girdner is laying the foundation for the 

new court house.  He is doing a very neat job. 

- Thomas Vaughn and Stephen Turner ran a foot race 

yesterday, Vaughn came in second best. 

- Contractor McDaniel and Barney Mallonee are absent with a 

view of purchasing the lumber for the court house. 

- The little child of Bud Payne died this week. 

 

July 29, 1887 (Fri.) (Vol. 1, No. 22) 
- J. D. Reynolds is reported quite sick. 

- The school building sports a new belfry the work of J. 

McDaniel. 

- Girdner Items: Marion Potter‟s little girl is improving from 

her recent spell of illness.  The Thomas school house was 

burned down last Friday night, supposed to be the work of 

incendiarism. 

- Bryant News.  Quite an interesting series of revival meetings 

are now being carried on in the Coats school house under the 

management of Preacher Coy.  A church organization has 

been affected and eight persons have united of who some are 

the leading citizens. 

- Ottomer Items: (Letter from T. N. Smallwood about the 

location of the court house.  1300 people want it in the 

county‟s center and about 800 people want it twelve miles 

west of the center. 

 

August 1887 issues (Vol. I, Nos. 23-26) 
- (Issues missing) 

 

September 2, 1887 (Fri.) (Vol. I, No. 27) 
- Lewis Hampton is erecting a new building for a black-smith 

shop. 

- Rev. A. J. Hamby, of Spring Creek was in town Thursday.  

The Parson reports the health of his locality good. 

- Don‟t forget the Agricultural Premium Pic-nic to be held 

near Ava, Sept 17th.  Let all come prepared to have a good 

time. 

- Mr. A. J. Hamby of Silver Shade gave us a pleasant call on 

Monday. 

- Notice the large list of premiums offered by the Douglas 

County Association.  Be sure to come and bring something 

with you that will secure a prize. 
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- We understand a very successful school is being taught in the 

Leach school house on Clifty, by H. S. Wilson. 

- Clifty Pebbles: Died, on Fox Creek, on August the 25, of 

fever, James L. Livingston.  J. T. Bragg was taken to 

Springfield for selling whiskey, but they made a mistake and 

reported the wrong man and of course he came clear. 

- Ava Market: Reports furnished weekly by W. C. Kelton. 

Wheat ............................. 40 to 50 

Eggs ................................ 10 

Hides, dry fint, ................ 12 2 to 13 2 

Hides, green .................... 3 2 to 4 

Wool, tub washed ........... 30 to 40 

Feathers, live goose ........ 40 

Feathers, duck ................. 25 

Onions ............................ 75 

Dried apples .................... 3 2 to 4 

Dried peaches ................. 3 2 to 4 

Dried beans ..................... .75 to 1.00 

- Notice to Taxpayers--I will meet them at the following 

places for the purpose of collecting tax. 

Sept 10, Thomas Livingston‟s Cass tp. 

Sept 12, 13, Aaron Johnson‟s, Clinton tp. 

Sept 14, 15, Pease‟s Mill, Richland tp. 

Sept 16th, Buckhart, Jackson tp. 

Sept 19th, Painter‟s store, Lincoln tp. 

Sept 20th, Geo. Hale‟s Store, Buchanan tp. 

Sept 21st, Rome, Campbell tp. 

Barney Mallonee, Collector 

 

September 9, 1887 (Fri.) (Vol. I, No. 28) 
- Agricultural Fair.  The grand Agricultural Fair and Pic-Nic to 

be held on the 17th of the present month is close at hand.  

Hand bills have been printed and posted in all public places 

in the county, giving a statement of the amount of cash 

premiums and prizes offered by the association amounting to 

$120.00 which will be paid on the day of the Fair to the 

exhibitors of the premium articles.  The amusements of the 

day will be of the first class.  Messrs. Henry Klineline and J. 

M. Lyons have been selected as officers of the day.  The Fair 

Association has leased the grounds of the Potter estate, 

located immediately south of Ava, at which place the fair 

will be held. 

- Douglas County is now making strides toward the front ranks 

of the southern counties of South Missouri.  Ten years ago 

there were thousands of acres of good farming land lying 

vacant that are now occupied by a thriving and industrious 

people.  Immigration is constantly coming this way, and 

every day brings in new arrivals and those that come to stay, 

and make homes with us.  Ava, the county seat, is now 

enjoying quite a little boom.  A new court house, a new hotel 

and several other business buildings are a few among the 

many improvements now going on.  Town lots are advancing 

in price and are now valued and sold at nearly double the 

amount at which they were sold 12 months ago.  Our 

merchants wear smiling faces which is supposed is to be 

taken as proof positive that they are doing a good lively 

business.  There is to be a county fair held near Ava, on the 

17th of this month. 

- Mr. John Fry, of Rome, is at work on Baker‟s building. 

- J. K. Bulger has purchased the Haws residence of J. K. Reed. 

- J. A. Baker‟s building is nearly ready to receive his goods 

which are here boxed up.  By next week, Mr. Tweedy will be 

ready to wait on customers.  Mr. Baker has filled a long felt 

want in Ava by placing a large pair of hay scales in a 

convenient position on his lot. 

- Following is a list of persons that were united in the pleasant 

bonds of matrimony during the past week: Mr. Chase to Miss 

Annie Richards, Robert Fuson and Nancy Evans, C. Brixey 

and Mary Horner, Douglas World and Tabitha Marler, 

Thomas Breedlove and Mary Crawford. 

- Remember the Colt Show at Roy on October 1st.  Be sure 

and have your colt present.  It may take a prize. 

- Girdner News: Sorghum making is the latest business of this 

place, and they are turning out some very fine molasses. 

 

September 16, 1887 (Fri.) (Vol. I, No. 29) 
- Springfield Herald: A Trio of Titans.  Three Douglas County 

children who weight 625 pounds.  Yesterday afternoon a 

wagon was driven into Mr. Price‟s wagon yard on Campbell 

street containing a mother and three young girls the like of 

whom probably cannot be found on the western continent.  

They were in charge of a man who said they were very poor 

and helpless people, and would thankfully receive any dimes 

that might be given them.  Quite a crowd of people soon 

gathered to see the novel spectacle and money was seldom 

more willingly contributed.  The girls are the children of Mr. 

and Mrs. John Garrison, whose home is in Williams hollow, 

Douglas county about 40 miles from Springfield.  Mrs. 

Garrison accompanied them and cared for them like children, 

which they are in every respect except in size and weight.  

The oldest one is Melinda, who is 14 years old and weighs 

205 pounds.  The next one is Lydia Sophronia, twelve years 

of age weighing 240 pounds.  The youngest is Arb, nine 

years old, who weighs 180 pounds.  The three girls were 

taken to the stock scales in the wagon yards where they went 

hand in hand toddling along like infants, and were weighed 

in the presence of a Herald and several others.  Their 

combined weight is 625 pounds.  The mother was also 

weighed and although a head taller than the oldest girl, 

weighs but 170 pounds.  The father is said to be rather under 
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medium size.  A very remarkable peculiarity about the two 

younger sisters, Lydia and Arb, is that on each of their hands 

are six fully developed fingers. 

- Lewis Hampton has his new black-smith shop completed. 

- Clerk Martin has his new building raised. 

- Henry Miller is reshelving his drug store. 

- J. Wash Singleton has been canvassing the county this week 

to raise funds to help in completing the court house. 

- We made mention last week that Cap. Reed had sold the 

Haws place.  We should have said rented. 

- The new court house adds beauty and importance to Ava, but 

it should be painted immediately as it can be done cheaper 

now than later. 

- Ava is in the midst of a boom, new buildings are going up 

and the population is on the increase and J. A. Baker is 

selling goods so cheap that he is bound to win the patronage 

of all. 

- We understand that Prof. Tingle has been solicited to go to 

Rome and start a private school.  Ava can‟t spare the 

professor, as soon as the public school is at a close he will 

continue with a good private school. 

- J. A. Shelton and Miss N. I. Sisney were united in the bonds 

of matrimony on September the 7th at the residence of J. 

Casad. 

- Ad: Henry C. Haughey, Contractor & Builder.  Will do all 

work in my line with neatness and dispatch.  Inquire for me 

at Miller‟s Drug Store. 

- Baker received five loads of goods today.  This makes eight 

loads received in two days. 

- The school was dismissed at noon today to give all hands a 

chance to prepare for the pic-nic tomorrow. 

- Mency & Pennington will not run their mill Saturday.  They 

propose to take in the pic-nic. 

 

September 30, 1887 (Fri.) (Vol. I, No. 31) 
- Ad: J. A. Baker, Dealer in hardware, dry goods, boots and 

shoes, queens ware, glass ware and merchandise.  Goods way 

down at Bed Rock prices! We will take all kinds of produce 

in exchange for goods and pay the highest market price for 

the same.  We want all your eggs, butter, beeswax, tallow, 

beans, dried fruits, meats, lard, honey, sweet and Irish 

potatoes, hides, etc.  Give us a call. 

- Ad: Black-Smith and Wagon Shop, Lewis Hampton, 

Proprietor. 

Having recently built a new shop, I am prepared to do all 

work in a neat and workmanlike manner.  Give me a trial.  

Wagon work a specialty.  West of the Singleton House. 

- Ad: To Our Customers.  After having run the Ava Flour 

Mills about two years, we feel it our duty to thank the good 

people of Douglas and adjoining counties for their favors in 

patronizing us, and if we please them we hope they will 

continue.  Our motto is to give every man justice.  We 

register every mans grist and grind each grist in its turn and 

no sooner and in so doing if we misplace we are accountable 

for it.  We sell flour at $2.00 per hundred, and in lots of five 

hundred pounds and over are $1.90.  We sell meal 50 lbs at 

40 cents, Bran 50 cents per hundred.  We further say that if 

we don‟t please the people in mill matters after getting a new 

Keystone Brush and Paner, we will sell out to any man and 

set or men, Mill grain and wood, and go east and put up 

another mill.  Hoping the people wont get offended at this 

but bring two turns to one hereafter. We will grind it.  You, 

bet! Respectfully, Mency & Pennington. 

- O. H. Gentry and J. P. M. Norman, of Beaver, were in Ava 

the fore part of the week. 

- John Milt Spurlock was made the proud father of a new son 

this week.  He named it Dr. Lee. 

- Thos. Livingston and Judge Smallwood were in from the east 

end this week.  Both of these gentlemen say that the best 

thing the county court can do is to levy a tax and complete 

the court house.  Many of the east end men say the same.  All 

know that it would be far the cheaper manner of providing 

the necessary offices for the county officers. 

- Girdner News: The Potters are making some fine looking 

molasses.  Wonder if they are using the new patent process. 

 

October 7, 1887 (Fri.) (Vol. I, No. 32) 
- Baker is doing a rushing business. 

- Mency and Pennington‟s mill is kept running every day. 

- Three indictments were found against H. M. Miller for 

selling liquor. 

- Both of the cases against S. G. Haws were put over till the 

next term of the court. 

- Lewis L. Hart, Jr. was perambulating the streets of our city 

this week.  We were just as glad to see him as if he owed us a 

thousand dollars. 

- T. H. Tucker, who has had a picture gallery at this place 

during circuit court, will move to Gainesville on Monday.  

He has given entire satisfaction while here and we commend 

him to all as a good workman. 

- It is the intention of the Sheriff to confine prisoners of this 

county in the Gainesville jail.  Prisoners do not receive 

proper treatment in the Springfield jail and Mack says he will 

take no more there.  This goes to show that our county has a 

sheriff with a noble streak of kindness in his nature. 

- Mr. J. Gilbert and Miss Louise Horner were united in the 

holy bonds of Matrimony on Thursday of this week.  Rev. E. 

J. Dunaway performed the ceremony. 

- Dr. Hailey is absent from Ava, and it is supposed that he has 

gone to Seymour to see his children.  The Dr. is a fine 
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looking widower of perhaps some 28 years, and it has been 

observed that when among the fair sex, he exhibits 

passionate though bashful propensities.  He often takes trips 

to Seymour and always slips off without saying anything and 

comes back blushing.  It begins to look suspicious. 

- Mary J. Hodge, charged with willfully abandoning her child, 

was found guilty and sentenced to six months in jail. 

- The little town of Henderson is jubilant over the discovery of 

a mineral spring.  The [cave] spring has long been celebrated 

for its pure and wholesome waters, a five thousand dollar 

hotel will be erected, and the burg boomed up as a summer 

resort. 

- John T. Swearengin was indicted at the present term of court, 

for murder in the first degree.  It is charged that the crime 

was committed in 1866, and nothing done in the matter until 

now.  Sheriff Lyons arrested the offender at his home in 

Christian county, Monday.  He was brought here and 

released on a five thousand dollar bond.  The crime was 

committed in this county. 

- All persons, old and young, male and female, who are 

interested in literature and debate, are requested to meet at 

the school house on next Friday night, Oct. 14th, and assist 

in organizing a literary and debating club. 

 

October 14, 1887 (Fri.) (Vol. I, No. 33) 
- O. H. Gentry is busy in the clerk‟s office this week. 

- our lumber has at last arrived and we hope soon to have our 

new building commenced.  It is to be located opposite the 

insane asylum.  Call round and see us. 

- Married--On the 7th of October, at the residence of the brides 

parents, Mr. J. W. Chamberlain to Miss Indiana Heatherly.  

Squire Casad performed the ceremony. 

- Remember the musical convention which is to held at Ava, 

November 5th.  Every singing class in the county should be 

represented. 

- A debating society has been organized in Ava.  It is to meet 

every Friday night. 

- J. S. Hoggard, who has been carrying the mail on the 

Gainesville route this summer, made his last trip this week.  

The route has been let to a Frank Thompson. 

- The question for debate on next Friday night is: Resolved 

that Grant was a Greater Military Leader than Washington. 

- Look out for Wilson‟s prices on Horse Shoeing.  No. 2 shoes 

a ready fit warranted for 20 cents.  No. 3 and 4 shoes in 

proportion. 

 

October 21, 1887 (Fri.) (Vol. 1, No. 34) 
- Horace Curnutt has accepted a clerkship at Kelton‟s where 

he will be found ready to wait on customers with dignity and 

dispatch. 

- Wright County Republican: We are informed that about 130 

Virginians landed at Mansfield on Friday and made for the 

tall timber of Douglas. 

- Judge Roller called on Thursday.  He informs us that work 

will soon be commenced on the Walnut Grove school house, 

which was burned some time ago. 

- Program for the Ava Literary Society for next Friday 

evening. 

Declamations and dialogues by the students of the school, 

under the charge of the principal, Professor Tingle.  Debate 

on the following question: Resolved--That war is a greater 

evil than intemperance. 

 

Affirmative Negative 

A. C. Kice J. K. Reed 

John Payne E. D. Tingle 

J. K. Bulger John Martin 

J. D. Reynolds Andy Miller 

G. B. Waters H. E. Frink 

Jimmy Reynolds H. M. Curnutt 

- Ad: Henry M. Miller, Dealer in Drugs and Medicines.  

Prescriptions accurately compounded. 

 

October 28, 1887 (Fri.) (Vol. I, No. 35) 
- Eloped.  Last Sunday night the quiet little hamlet of Arno 

was for a few moments thrown into a state of excitement, by 

the elopement of Oscar Abbott and Miss Emma Lopp.  The 

parents of the young lady done all in their power to keep 

their daughter away from the young man but to no avail.  On 

Sunday night the girl attended church with the family, and 

while in church her nose commenced to bleed and she was 

obliged to get up and go out.  As soon as the flow of blood 

was stanched she came in again.  She had not been in long 

when her nose commenced bleeding a second time, and again 

she got up and went out.  As she did not make a 

reappearance, the mother who had kept a close watch over 

her daughter for some time, became uneasy and went out of 

the church only to hear the fading clatter of horse hoofs as 

the young couple sped rapidly away.  Hot pursuit was 

immediately instigated, but the young couple rode horses that 

were as fleet and fresh as their young lover was strong, and 

the mocking echos of their horses hoofs soon died away and 

the pursuers were left to wish them much joy.  They rode 

into Christian county and were married at 3 o‟clock on 

Monday morning.  The Herald extends congratulations as 

well as a hearty sanction of the match. 

- Vera Cruz Notes: Among the new comers we must notice the 

sons of Messrs. Ambrose McKay, H. M. Miller, and J. D. 

Jenkins, all fine boys, and a pretty little daughter at Lewis 

Trowbridge‟s.  Our school, taught by Mr. David Max, will 
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close at the end of this week.  John Gavin has secured the 

homestead papers of Ed McGinnis and is moving on the 

farm.  John Alden. 

- Health is good and consequently our physicians wear long 

faces and scowls. 

- Judge Hailey is repainting and otherwise improving his store 

and hotel. 

- A number of prairie schooners passed through town this 

week.  Most of them will stop in Douglas. 

- We have the small building which the Herald is to occupy 

commenced and hope by next week to be able to domicile 

ourselves therein and then we shall have more time to devote 

to business. 

- Only three more weeks of public school.  Our leading 

citizens should assist Prof. Tingle in starting a private school.  

A good private school would help our town more than any 

other available enterprise. 

- Henry M. Miller has turned his whole building into a 

storeroom and is laying in a good stock of groceries.  Will 

Miller has purchased and moved into the Hale building. 

- A new dog in town of the Mexican specie.  It is about the 

size of a rat terrier and is entirely destitute of hair and 

presents a somewhat comical and nude appearance.  The 

peculiar animal can be seen at J. K. Reed‟s. 

- To Whom it May Concern: Our public school term will 

expire the last week in November, and we shall be pleased to 

correspond with the Directors of any Public School, or the 

patrons of any private school with the view of making an 

engagement to teaching in this, or adjoining counties.  We 

will teach in addition to the usual English branches, the Latin 

and Greek languages.  Terms will be reasonable.  Address E. 

D. Tingle, Principal of the Public School, Ava., MO. 

 

November 4, 1887 (Fri.) (Vol. I, No. 36) 
- It is rumored that Ava is to have a billiard hall. 

- Dr. Landers gave this office a pleasant call this week. 

- Calvin Wilson, one of Douglas county‟s stack farmers form 

the east end, was in town over Sunday. 

- Henry S. Wilson was in from the east end over Sunday.  It 

was supposed to be a business trip. 

- The Herald man has been too busy to gather news for this 

issue.  The next paper will be pressed off in our new quarters. 

- Jenny Lind (Madame Goldsmith) the celebrated Swedish 

singer is dead.  She was sixty-six years of age and had been 

seriously ill for some weeks.  She retired form the stage after 

her marriage in American in 1852 but reappeared at various 

concerts in aid of charities.  She had not appeared in public 

since 1868. 

- The children of the school acquitted themselves most 

credibly last evening before a large and intelligent audience.  

The exercises for next Friday evening will include--

Declamations by the students of the school, music, and the 

following question for debate: “Resolved that the Indian is 

entitled to greater sympathy for ill treatment at the hands of 

the Whites than the Negro.” 

- Died.  Mrs. Carrie Kay, wife of Hon. T. A. Kay, after long 

suffering, departed this life at 10 o‟clock a.m. of the 1st inst. 

Leaving many friends and relatives mourn her loss.  Mrs. 

Kay was a daughter of Rev. Robert Milne, a former citizen of 

this county, but now of Washington Territory.   Mrs. Kay 

was born in Gasconade county, Mo, and came to this county 

in 1876 where she was married to her now bereaved 

husband.  Nov. 2d, the remains were conveyed to the church 

at Spring creek, where a large and serious crowd attended the 

funeral service. 

 

November 11, 1887 (Fri.) (Vol. I, No. 37) 
- The court house was donated to the county and the donation 

is now a matter of record.  No steps have as yet been taken to 

prepare it for occupancy by the county officers. 

- The Andy Martin post G.A.R. met at the court house in Ava 

this (Friday).  Hereafter they will hold alternate meetings in 

Ava.  Capt. Reed and several other veterans are enrolled as 

members. 

- County court commenced work in good season Monday 

morning.  Among other business before the court were 

petitions for dram shops.  Judge Walker expresses himself a 

Prohibitionist in sentiments.  Judge Brixey has no use for 

whiskey, and Judge Smallwood is down on whiskey.  

However, one license has been granted, for a saloon near 

Horton. 

- The singing convention held at this place the 5th and 6th inst. 

proved to be a very pleasant as well as successful affair.  It 

was agreed to hold the next convention at Pilot Knob in July 

1888.  W. A. Phillips, Pres., Andy Miller, Clerk. 

 

November 18, 1887 (Vol. I, No. 38) 
- County Printing: (A long editorial chastising the County 

Court for giving county printing to the Democrat). 

- During the past week, J. A. Baker shipped to Memphis, 329 

chickens, 36 ducks, 13 turkeys, 9 geese, and six cases of 

eggs.  This shows who is doing the most business in Ava.  

Wanted--Five hundred dozen eggs.  Must have them 

immediately at 15 cents per dozen.  Bring them to Baker. 

- Girdner News: Squire Thomas and wife had a son stroke on 

the 15th inst.  Mother and babe are doing well but the 

Squire‟s recovery is yet doubtful.  We were shocked to hear 

of Add Reed‟s horrible accident and sudden death.  He was 

the oldest son of Othaniel and Sarah Reed, 18 years old. (Fell 

from wagon loaded with logs, and wheels ran over him.) 
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November 25, 1887 (Vol. I, No. 39) 
- Capt. Reed has moved onto his farm. 

- Capt. W. L. Fannon was in the city to-day. 

- Squire Bowdre, of Boon township was in to see us Thursday. 

- William Croslin is having a new flue built on his dwelling 

house. 

- Wanted--Five hundred dozen eggs.  Must have them 

immediately at 18 2 cents a dozen.  Bring them to Baker. 

- Judge Brixey brought in a fine load of hogs Tuesday, which 

were sold to Baker. 

- John A. Spurlock has domiciled himself in this office, and 

hereafter with Mr. Spurlock‟s aid we hope to make the 

Herald brighten in appearance. 

- Married--At the residence of the bride‟s parents on 

November 23rd, Miss Mary Shelton to Solomon Bragg, 

Squire Casad officiated. 

- Hon. Gilbert Jenkins, of Roy, was in town Wednesday of last 

week.  He brought us some very rich specimens of lead ore 

from the new mine twelve miles west of Roy. 

- Stolen--From Reynold‟s store in Ava, on the 14th day of 

November, 1887, one double barreled rifle gun navy size. 

$5.00 reward will be paid to anyone who can give 

information that will lead to the recovery of the same.  John 

Arnold. 

- Prof. E. D. Tingle closed a very successful school at this 

place on last Friday.  As a teacher, Prof. Tingle has few 

equals and all regret to have him leave Ava.  He left on 

Monday for his home in Shelbyville, MO. 

- Mrs. Lizzie Singleton closed her four months term of school 

in the primary department of the Public school on last Friday. 

- Elsewhere in to-day‟s issue of the Herald will be found an 

order for a special election to be held on the 20th of 

December to determine whether Douglas is to be wet or dry. 

 

December 2, 1887 (Fri.) (Vol. I, No. 40) 
- Protracted meetings are being held at the Hall. 

- Henry Miller, Jr. is erecting a dwelling house just West of 

town. 

- James Hailey Jr. and Miss Janey Brazeale were joined in 

wedlock on Thursday. 

- John Miller accidentally fell a tree across the telephone line 

on Wednesday unwiring some eight or ten poles, and causing 

insulators to be hurled promiscuously in a dozen different 

directions.  The wire was temporarily adjusted on props and 

later the fog horn of the U. S. Mail hack sounded and a 

moment afterwards the hack rounded the corner of 1st and 

main at the rate of some ten knots an hour and connecting on, 

made for Mansfield with the entire Telephone line in tow.  

But fortunately it was arrested in time to save material 

damage from being done. 

- Died.  Pinkney Lee, son of R. N. And Nancy A. Lee at his 

home Wednesday evening, at 8:20 p.m.  Mr. Lee was a 

young man with good habits and a hard and industrious 

worker. 

 

December 9, 1887 (Fri.) (Vol. I, No. 41) 
- Ad: Henry M. Miller, Dealer in Staple and Fancy Goods.  A 

full line of Holiday goods just received including Candies, 

Oils, Soaps, Dolls, Etc.  A full line of eatables such as 

Oysters, Sardines, Salmon, Peaches, Crackers, and Cheese.  

Also a full line of Hardware.  South side of Public square. 

- Foxcreek Scraps: Mr. H. S. And J. S. Wilson are attending 

school at mtn. Grove.  We wish them success.  The school 

taught by Mr. J. W. Depu, closed last Friday.  Mr. Ellis of 

Clever creek gave the young folks a candy breaking last 

night.  Mr. John Upshaw is having a new house built 16 by 

18 feet H. G. Wilson as carpenter. 

- We understand that Mrs. Oliver Gentry is very sick and it is 

feared will not recover. 

- Kelton and Croslin are fixing up the building just East of 

Kelton‟s store and will open a grocery store on the South 

side of the square.  Mr. Birch is the painter and first class 

workman.  We hope he will soon change the appearance of 

Ava. 

- Married--At the residence of Squire Casad on the 6th of 

December, W. R. Shelton to Miss. F. M. Sisney. 

- When you stop at the Singleton Hotel your team will be put 

in  a comfortable barn and carefully groomed.  This is why 

all the drummers stop there. 

- Dr. Geo. Osborne called on us to-day, the doctor is building 

a fine large barn on his farm, the Otwell brothers are doing 

the work. 

- Zack Brown living on Hunter while out gunning last 

Wednesday, shot a large bald eagle.  The noble bird 

measured six feet, and four inches tip to tip of its wings.  

This is the eagle we have heard of in Douglas county. 

- John Wash Singleton is doing a good business in life 

insurance, give him a call you might die tomorrow. 

- We fixed up pension papers for Capt. Pennington and J. A. 

Payne on Monday. 

- Carpenter Haughey is at work building a dwelling house for 

J. D. Reynolds, when completed the new abode will add 

beauty and importance to the city. 

- Nearly Murdered.  In a house some three miles west of Ava, 

run by several lewd women and where sin and vice are 

carried on with a high hand was, we are informed, the scene 

of quite a disturbance on last Wednesday night.  It seems that 

one Smith Hatfield, but recently let out of the penitentiary, 

had filled up with whiskey and gone out to the “country 

hotel,” as it is called, and commenced a racket with the 
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women.  So high did he carry on that one of the children of 

the place, a boy of some 15 years named Jim Morrison, 

attempted to interfere.  This so enraged Hatfield that he 

seized a gun setting in the room and struck the boy over the 

head with such force as to stun him for several hours.  He 

then took the gun and left the place.  Thursday morning he 

was seen in the edge of town with a grip and it is supposed 

that he has left the country.  At this writing it is not known 

whether the boy is dead or alive. 

- Close of Ava Public School.  The Ava public school opened 

the first day of August, 1887, and continued four months; 

Prof., E. D. Tingle principal and Lizzie A. Singleton 

assistant.  We as directors and patrons of the school can truly 

say that we regret to have to give him up, after all the lessons 

have been recited and the school doors have been left for the 

last time, the effect that remains--the last result which the 

pupil holds over from his school will be the view of life--the 

way of thinking what he has gained from his teaching.  B. M. 

Burchell, Pres. S. S. Roberts, Clerk. 

 

December 16, 1887 (Fri.) (Vol. I, No. 42) 
- Pottersburg.  News doesn‟t seem to be very frequent from 

this place.  There was preaching at Charles Osgoods last 

Sabbath by Rev. Hamby, quite an attentive audience.  We are 

badly in need of a church house at this burn.  Mr. Girdner 

and Marion Potter and families have not returned yet form 

the West, visiting friends. 

- Local Option.  (Long editorial by G. B. W. on the upcoming 

vote regarding sale of liquor.) 

 

December 23, 1887 (Fri.) (Vol. I, No. 43) 
- Christian county polled a good dry majority. 

- It is reported that Wright county went wet by 56 majority. 

- Douglas County went dry by a small majority.  The 

following is a list of votes cast in the various townships. 

Wet Dry 

Clinton 31  17 

Benton 49 49 

Spring Creek 6 19 

Findley 37 8 

Clay 29 00 

Walls 16 21 

Buchanan 7 28 

Cass 10 30 

Washington 15 23 

Jackson 16 3 

Richland 5 15 

Campbell 10 35 

   Total 231 248 

 

No election was held in Lincoln or Boone townships. 

- Baker is selling more goods than any firm in Ava. 

- A pension has been granted to John Y. Appling of Vera 

Cruz. 

- J. D. Reynolds‟ new residence is rapidly approaching 

completion. 

- Wm. Croslin has opened a neat little grocery store just east of 

Kelton‟s. 

- Otwell brothers are putting the finishing touches to the 

Singleton House. 

- O. A. Reed has domiciled himself and family in Capt. Reed‟s 

residence on West and Maine. 

- Married--Sam R. Day and Miss Cornelia Arnold both of 

Douglas county, Squire Wheeler tied the knot. 

- Why not re-organize the debating society, the Thespian club 

or something for amusement during the long evenings. 

- On account of a snow-up a freeze out and non-connection of 

paper we are compelled to press off a Monday edition.   

- Local option carried by a sufficient majority to make 

Douglas county dry for the next four years.  Mr. Waters, 

Mrs. J. K. Bulger, and Mrs. Jno. Payne, deserve great credit 

for the excellent coffee and sandwiches they had for those 

who voted dry. 

 

December 30, 1887 (Fri.) (Vol. I, No. 44) 
- J. P. M. Norman of Beaver gave this office a pleasant call on 

Tuesday. 

- A three months term of subscription school commences next 

Monday at the Hall by Andy P. Miller, terms $1 per scholar. 

- The Mansfield, Ava, and Arno Telephone Co. adjuted an 

instrument in Baker‟s store.  This Telephone instrument is 

strictly for the accommodation of parties living on the west 

side of the square. 

- Andy P. Miller commences a private school on Monday.  

Schools are a vital importance to every growing town, and all 

should give Mr. Miller a hearty support in his enterprise. 

- Married--At the residence of the bride‟s parents near Little 

Beaver, December 25, 1887, Miss C. E. Quick to Mr. J. H. 

Goodnight.  Rev. J. M. Grundy performed the ceremony. 

- Pottersburg Items: Frank Osgood homesteaded near Vera 

Cruz and is now building a house, sorry to have him leave 

our burg.  There is talk of changing the name of our town, if 

so it must be done by vote.  James Potter is the happy father 

of another daughter.  Mr. Sprague and a gentleman from 

Bates county are talking of building a grist mill on White 

creek. 

 

January 5, 1888 (Fri.) (Vol. I, No. 45) 
- Eds. & Proprietors: G. J. Roote and H. E. Frink. 

- Official Directory: 
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Circuit Judge ............ John F. Hale 

Representative .......... John Lewis 

Probate Judge ........... H. H. Roller 

County Judges .......... D. C. Walker 

T. N. Smallwood 

Barney Brixey 

Circuit Clerk ............. John H. Martin 

Sheriff ....................... J. M. Lyons 

County Clerk ............ J. M. Curnutt 

Collector ................... Barney Mallonee 

Prosecuting Atty ....... Geo. B. Waters 

Treasurer................... John A. Baker 

Surveyor ................... James Wood 

School commissioner T. A. Kay 

Public Administrator Elijah Hurst  

Justices of Peace ....... J. Casad 

Rob‟t Wheeler 

Constable .................. George Sanders 

- Ads:  W. B. Watts, Attorney-At-Law, Ava. 

J. K. Bulger, Attorney-at-Law, Ava. 

A. C. Kice, Attorney-at-Law, Ava. 

J. K. Reed, Attorney-at-Law, Ava. 

Dr. W. J. Gilbreth, Physician & Surgeon 

Henry Haughey, Contractor & Builder. 

- Prof. Miller opened a good school on Monday. 

- J. Wash Singleton has domiciled himself and family in the 

Singleton Hotel. 

- Rev. Dunaway preached at the Hall Monday and Tuesday 

night of this week. 

- The Democrat office has underwent numerous repairs during 

the last week. 

- Thos. D. Jenkins, Siegal Johnson, and T. M. Jackson of Roy 

were in town Tuesday. 

- Rev. Dunaway exercised himself in the erection of a flue on 

the Singleton Hotel Tuesday. 

- Died--In Benton township, on the 2nd of January, 1888, 

Susan, wife of William Holman. 

- The advertisement of Rowland & McMahan will be inserted 

in our next issue.  These gentlemen are selling goods at 

Buckhart and are doing a good business. 

- Ava Needs: A barber, a tinner, a wagon shop, a planing mill, 

a Douglas county bank, a good boot and shoe shop, a county 

jail with steel cages, a good Sunday school each Sunday, a 

side walk clear around the square, a public well on the public 

square for public use, a ladies aid society to meet every 

Thursday afternoon, a few small dwelling houses for the 

accommodation of renters. 

- Foxcreek Notes: Would have had a fine time at the Christmas 

tree, at the hall, had it not been for bad whisky. 

 

January 13, 1888 (Fri.) (Vol. I, No. 46) 
- A jeweler in town.  He will be found at Alex Payne‟s. 

- F. M. Richards has sold his interest in the saw-mill run by 

Huffman and Richards. 

- Mr. Harry Miller organized a Wheel at the Lakey school 

house on Monday night. 

- Born to Mrs. McDaniel, a girl weighing 13 pounds.  Dr. 

Harper officiating. 

- The county Wheel met at the Shiloh school house last 

Thursday at 10 o‟clock p.m. and held all day and night 

session. 

- Wyatt Lowery, John W. Thomas, and Buck Coffman were 

busy working on the Baptist church house at Olive Springs. 

- The Elliott school house, one mile north of Olive Springs, is 

at last completed and the Sunday school and church services 

of the Baptist church are held there.  The Rippee creek Lodge 

meets there regularly. 

- The funeral sermon of the son of Nathaniel Reed, who was 

so suddenly killed by a runaway team, was preached at the 

Mt. Zion School house on new years day by Rev. H. C. 

Thomas. 

- The Walnut Grove school district, No. 3, has 47 resident 

taxpayers and 8 nonresident taxpayers.  There are 49 male 

and 59 female students, between the ages of 6 and 20 years.  

The district has $113.14 teachers funds, and yet the school 

district only succeed in getting the foundation laid for a 

school house, five loads of lumber are on the ground. 

- Dogwood Chips: There is some talk of the Railroad now 

running from Springfield via Ozark and Chadwick, in 

Christian county, being extended form Chadwick, the now 

present terminus, to Lead Hill in Arkansas, via Dogwood.  

Several transfers in real estate in this neighborhood recently.  

Geo. W. Swearengin has sold his farm to John Burch, of 

Washington Co., Kas.  W. A. Swearengin also sold forty 

acres to the same party. 

 

January 21, 1888 (Fri.) (Vol. I, No. 47) 
- J. A. Baker has purchased a fine burglar proof safe.  He 

proposes to keep the books of the Treasurer‟s office safe. 

- William W. Spurlock has been granted a pension. 

- It‟s a girl and the editor of the Democrat is correspondingly 

happy. 

- We forgot to mention in last week‟s issue that Charles 

Osgood of Girdner has taken unto himself a wife. 

- Pottersburg Items: Died Jan. 8th, infant of Jane Eaton, of 

croup. 

- A new post mistress at Girdner, weighs 13 pounds. 
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January 27, 1888 (Fri.) (Vol. I, No. 48) 
- School Exhibition: There will be a school exhibition at the 

Elliott school house near Olive Springs on Friday evening, 

February 3rd.  The exercises will be conducted by Rev. H. C. 

Thomas and Joseph D. Haden, and Mrs. Burrows will 

officiate as organist. 

- West End Notes: Eliza Sanders, one of our best citizens, is 

very low with a lingering disease. 

- The White Oak public school, under the efficient 

management of Prof. Johnson closed today. 

- Whites Creek Items: Mr. Laborn Hartley of the west end, 

passed here on Sunday on his way to Ozark county on 

business.  Rev. A. J. Hamby preached an interesting sermon 

at the School house, last Sunday.  Mr. Zack Brown visited 

friends in Ozark county, Thursday and Friday. 

 

February 3, 1888 (Fri.) (Vol. I, No. 49) 
- Mud is so plentiful that business is rather dull in Ava. 

- Dr. B. T. Landers gave us a pleasant call the fore part of the 

week. 

- Is the court house to be completed?  The county court at its 

next sitting should do something in regard to it. 

- The Singleton house is now fixed to accommodate a large 

number of guests.  Those coming to Ava during court should 

register at this house. 

- James Bunyard and J. A. G. Reynolds shipped several car 

loads of stock to St. Louis last week.  As the market at this 

time was low their loss was considerable. 

- Sheriff Lyons has Dr. Potter, formerly of this place, under 

arrest.  Mack told us confidentially, some time ago, that he 

would bring a physician in before the next term of court. 

- Wm. Croslin who has been sick for a long period, died on 

Wednesday having a wife and one child to mourn his loss.  

The funeral discourse will be delivered at the hall on Sunday, 

the 12 inst., at 11 o‟clock a.m. 

 

February 10, 1888 (Fri.) (Vol. I, No. 50) 
- W. H. Johnson of the east end and Will Turner of Arno are 

assisting John Douglas with the assessor‟s books. 

- Miss Enola Burrows has arrived from Michigan.  She is a 

fine music teacher, and is now getting up a class.  Parties 

desiring instruction should address her at Vera Cruz. 

- Born to D. S. Frazier on the 6th inst., three fine girl babies all 

alive and doing well.  Also on the same day born to James 

Frazier a bouncing baby. 

 

February 23, 1888 (Thurs.) (Vol. I, No. 51) 
- John B. Lakey has just returned from a trip to Indian 

Territory. 

- Reed & Watts have located their law office in the building 

recently occupied by the harness shop. 

- Jake Rothchild, the irrepressible clothier of Springfield, is in 

town to-day in the interest of his house. 

- Henderson Elliott, of Vera Cruz, handed us a dollar on 

Monday of last week.  The Herald will keep him informed 

for the next year. 

- The Ava Thespian club are preparing to reorganized and 

render some entirely new plays which we are informed will 

be very interesting.  This is right we need something to break 

the monotony. 

- Prof. Jasper Kinder, the blind violinist, has been entertaining 

our people with some of the finest music every heard in this 

part of the country.  Prof. Kinder is blind from birth and is a 

natural musician. 

- Col. L. O. Hailey, of the Democrat, and W. F. Reynolds took 

a flying trip to Memphis the fore part of last week.  It is 

stated that the editor of the Democrat went to sow a few wild 

oats, and that he took “Billy” along lest he should get lost in 

the metropolis. 

- The school exhibition held at the Elliott school house was a 

decided success.  The opening address, “The teachers, the 

future hope of American,” by Rev. H. C. Thomas was an 

eloquent and able discourse and the singing and playing by 

Miss Dot Bulger, Enola Burrows, and Louis and Carol 

Trowbridge will linger in the memory never to be forgotten, 

“until the stars are old, the moon is cold, and the leaves of 

the judgement book unfold.” 

 

March 1, 1888 (Vol. I, No. 52) 
- Dogwood Barks: Professors Hyde and Harvey have been 

instructing a large class in vocal music at the Trotter school 

house. 

- A Wheel has been organized at the Sisney school house. 

- Rev. Dunaway has the court house flues almost finished. 

- Barney Mallonee has taken up quarters at the Singleton 

house. 

- Mr. Head, a new lawyer from Ark., has located in Ava.  He 

will be found at the Singleton house. 

- Prof. E. D. Tingle has rented the city residence of Barney 

Mallonee and is expected to arrive from Shelbyville with his 

family in a short time. 

- Dr. A. Davis, of Cold Springs, is strongly solicited to 

become a candidate for assessor. 

 

March 8, 1888 (Vol. II, No. 1) 
- The Herald presents the first issue of its second year and 

values the good people of Douglas county with good cheer.  

The Herald during the past year has had many obstacles to 
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contend with but has surmounted every difficulty and stands 

to-day recognized as the leading journal of Douglas. 

 

March 15, 1888 (Vol. II, No. 2) 
- Ad: H. M. Miller‟s Fine Large and Complete Stock of New 

Goods.  Tea, coffee, sugar, and a full line of all kinds of 

staple groceries constantly in our store.  New clothing of the 

latest styles.  Groceries and canned goods.  Hardware, drugs 

& medicines. 

- The court house is being painted. 

- John Wash Singleton will build a dwelling house in the near 

future. 

- W. W. Birch has purchased lots in the south east part of town 

and will shortly erect a dwelling. 

- From a point some two miles away, we counted ten new 

buildings in Ava on last Sunday.  The City is booming. 

- Parson Dunaway has completed two new flues to the court 

house.  They greatly improve the appearance of that 

imposing structure. 

- Mr. Tallman, a carpenter lately from Mt. Grove, has 

purchased property in Ava and will shortly build. 

- Anyone wishing a monument will do well to see J. D. Avery.  

He is representing the Excelsior marble works and can 

furnish and kind of tombstone required.  He will be in Ava 

during circuit court. 

- Capt. Pennington deserves the commendation of our citizens 

for the steps he has taken in preparing the court house for 

occupancy by the county officers.  It might have remained as 

it was for the next ten years had he not taken it in hand. 

- J. A. Baker resigned his office as treasurer of Douglas county 

last week and James Hailey will probably be appointed in 

this stead.  Mr. Baker was prompted to take this step on 

account of failing in business.  He has made a good treasurer, 

and accounted for every nickel of the county funds and it is 

further stated that he turned over the best set of treasurer‟s 

books ever kept in Douglas county. 

- A fence around the courthouse would look well, and the 

public square needs leveling down and the ruts filled.  A few 

dollars laid out in this manner would be a big improvement 

to our town. 

 

March 22, 1888 (Vol. II, No. 3) 
- Railroad Coming.  Col. John O‟Day was so well pleased 

with the great interest shown by the Douglas Co. delegation 

at the immigration convention at Springfield on Thursday 

last that he assured Col. W. B. Watts a route would be 

surveyed in a few days from Chadwick or Sparta running by 

way of Arno and Ava, to some point on the Salem road.  

Douglas county only needs that road to make her one of the 

largest counties in the State, and a large immigration may be 

looked within a few months. 

- Attention Republicans: A county Republican mass 

convention to be held in the court house in Ava, on Saturday 

at 4 o‟clock p.m., May 5th, 1888. J. K. Bulger, Chairman. 

- Wiley, the little son of J. M. Curnutt is dangerously sick. 

- J. A. McDaniel has sold his farm at Girdner.  He now intends 

to locate in Ava. 

- We are glad to state that a Sabbath school has at last been 

organized at Ava.  Let the good work continue, a good 

Sunday school speaks well for a town. 

- Vera Cruz: The saw mill in Wilsons Hollow has changed 

hands again.  It is now owned by Messrs. Harrison Souder, J. 

D. Jenkins Pettijohn.  A large number of our homesteaders 

are at Springfield on trial for timber depredations.  When 

these charges are disposed of, the forest burners will be 

inquired into as their cases are now being looked into.  Too 

much property public and private is being destroyed through 

both carelessness and malice. 

 

March 29, 1888 (Vol. II, No. 4) 
- Many people are deterred from immigrating to the Southwest 

by a prevailing impression that the people are different in 

habits and customs to an extent that it would be unpleasant to 

reside among them.  This impression is erroneous.  There is 

not a county in the entire region but the settlers from nearly 

every State of the Union and the same is true of every 

village.  One may locate where he pleases and he will not 

come amiss of having neighbors, near or far that come from 

the land of his nativity, and all assimilate in both habits and 

customs.--M. and K. Farmer. 

- Walt E. Gallagher, an old typo from Kansas, is helping us 

out with our last issue. 

- The cases against S. G. Haws have been moved to Howell 

county on a change of venue. 

- Andy Miller and Miss Lou Pennington were united in 

marriage on last Sunday evening. 

- Several of the boys were taken in by a traveling fake to-day.  

Walk you “suckers” walk. 

- W. W. Birch is giving J. D. Reynolds‟ house a new coat of 

paint.  When finished it will be a “daisy.” 

- John Matthews, Wiley Matthews and Wm. Walker the three 

condemned bald knobbers have been sentenced to hang on 

the 18th day of May next. 

- Vera Cruz: Miller‟s mill is having its dam repaired.  Grists 

will probably be ground more rapidly in the future. 

- A young voter has taken board and lodging at the house of 

Mr. J. Harris.  No name yet. 

- A Methodist church was organized at the McKay school 

house two weeks ago. 
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April 5, 1888 (Vol. II, No. 5) 
- Ad: Bankrupt Sale! I have to raise $5,000, and will Slaughter 

my Stock for the next 90 days to raise the money.  W. C. 

Kelton, Ava. 

- Straw hats are now in season. 

- Fate Kelton is the tonsorial artist this week. 

- F. M. Richards, post master at Rome, is in the city this week 

attending court. 

- Died--On Monday, the 2nd inst., at his home on Fox creek, 

of consumption, Mose Woods. 

- E. Y. McLaughren is now located in J. A. Payne‟s store 

repairing watches, clocks, and jewelry. 

- Married--At the court house, on Monday, by Rev. S. G. 

Haws, Lee McElroy and Mrs. Lovelia Neasby. 

- R. N. Lee, the photographer, has been kept busy this week 

“catching shadows.” 

- J. A. G. Reynolds, Jr. is now manipulating ye movable 

alphabets at the Democrat office. 

- Died--On Friday, March 30th, of consumption, Mrs. 

Huffman, wife of Brigham Huffman. 

- Chas. Wilson was in town Saturday and reports his new 

roller mill to be progressing finely. 

- W. W.  Birch is cleaning off his lot in the southeast part of 

town preparatory to erecting a dwelling. 

- Judge Roller has been in the city all the week, fitting up his 

office, which is in the southwest room of the court house. 

- Mr. W. H. Manning, of Girdner, has been granted a pension 

of $16 per month and back pay which amounted to over 

$1,000. 

- H. E. Frink left for his home near Marshfield yesterday.  

Harvey has many friends in Ava who sincerely regret his 

departure. 

- Married--On Sunday, the 1st inst., at the residence of the 

bride, near Little Beaver, E. C. Witty and Mrs. E. A. Lewis, 

Judge D. C. Walker officiating. 

- Our hotels have been crowded to their utmost capacity this 

term of court, and if our population continues to increase in 

the next year as it has in the last one, the buildings will have 

to be greatly enlarged to meet the increased demands of the 

public. 

- Annual School Meeting.  The annual school meeting of this 

district was held at the school house in this city last Tuesday 

and the following business transacted: E. D. Pennington 

elected director to take the place of Wm. Horner; voted that 

we have a four months term of school; Voted that the 

boundary line of the district be changed to admit Jason Rowe 

and Landon Elam into the district; oath of office 

administered to E. D. Pennington. 

 

 

April 12, 1888 (Vol. 1, No. 6) 
- Circuit Court Proceedings.  Criminal.  State vs. 

David Rackley, selling liq‟r without license. 

Fletcher Hendrix and John Prine, disturbing meeting. 

S. G. Haws, forgery. 

Wm. F. Oliver, obstructing highway. 

J. H. Payne, forgery. 

Absalom McIntosh, carrying concealed weapon. 

W. H. And James Smith, robbery. 

John Stone, concealing birth of child, acquitted. 

John F. Swearengin, murder. 

Matthew Jones, carrying concealed weapon. 

Jno. and Rob‟t Wilson, larceny 

Lon Stanley, carrying concealed weapon. 

Jas. Johnson, carrying concealed weapon. 

Sam‟l Stubbs, carrying concealed weapon. 

Wm. Cobb, carrying concealed weapon. 

Frank Davis and Kilmore Green, disturbing religious 

assembly. 

J. Q. Thomas, carrying concealed weapon. 

John Prine, carrying concealed weapon. 

John Pratt et al, disturbing lawful assembly. 

Lewis Hart, carrying concealed weapon. 

George Goforth, larceny 

Thad Elliott and B. E. Smallwood, disturbing peace. 

John and Sherman Lamb, assault with intent to commit 

murder. 

James Turner and D. R. Roller, disturbing assembly. 

D. R. Roller., Jas. Johnson, G. Johnson, Jr., Thos. Jones, and 

Ulysses Barnes, disturbing assembly. 

Horace Stowe, trespass on school land. 

Charles Porter, carrying concealed weapon. 

J. S. Potter, assault charge. 

Fred Young, grand larceny, found guilty and sentenced to 

two years in the penitentiary. 

U. C. Brown, assault with intent to kill. 

Jas. Turner, carrying concealed weapon. 

James Lansdown, assault with intent to commit rape. 

(All cases “continued” unless otherwise indicated). 

- Courts:  

County Court--Meets on the first Monday in February, 

May, August, and November. 

Probate Court--Meets on the second Monday in February, 

May, August, and November. 

Circuit Court--Meets on the fourth Monday in March and 

September. 

- Societies: 

Ava Lodge No. 26, A. F. & A. M.  H. C. Brown (W. M.), 

L. O. Hailey, Secretary. 
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Douglas Lodge, No. 319, I.O.O.F., James Hailey ( N. G.), 

L. O. Hailey, Secretary. 

Andy Martin Post, No. 259, G.A.R.  J. M. Curnutt (P. C.), 

J. A. Payne, Adjutant. 

Freeport Post No. 307, G.A.R. at Roy, Jesse Huffman (P. 

C.), A. Powers, Adjutant. 

Hegley Post, No. 302, G.A.R. at Wilhoit‟s school house on 

Clifty creek.  C. P. Shuck, (P.C.), Isaac Wilson, adjutant. 

- The Herald, Official Paper of Douglas County, Published 

Every Thursday at Ava, Missouri, by Roote & Sprague. 

- J. Wash Singleton has his new dwelling nearly complete. 

- Parson Dunaway is laying the foundation for M. C. 

Reynolds‟ new residence. 

 - The Baker store is again open for business with  J. A. 

Tweedy behind the counter. 

- A little “Scraping match” took place Friday between Bill 

Hatfield and Henry Lansdown.  First blood for Hatfield, but 

no serious damage done. 

- Among the improvements in Ava this week we note  the new 

fences put up by Capt. Pennington and J. D. Reynolds, 

around their residence lots. 

- Dr. J. T. Hailey returned from Seymour and says he is going 

to stay with us now.  The doctor will shortly put up an office 

and get himself in shape to attend to business. 

- Prof. E. D. Tingle and family from Shelby county, have 

located in Ava. The professor has purchased an acre lot 

joining the city on the east, and will have a dwelling erected 

as soon as he can get the land cleared. 

- We stop the press to announce the marriage of Collector 

Barney Mallonee and Mrs. Tena Darrett, which took place at 

the residence of the Bride‟s parents, Mr. and Mrs. E. D. 

Pennington, at 3 o‟clock this afternoon. 

- The carpenters are finishing up J. D. Reynolds‟ new 

dwelling. 

- The circuit and county clerks are now to be found in their 

new offices in the court house. 

- Bob Ellis has escaped from the officer who had him in 

charge and no clue to his whereabouts has yet been 

discovered. 

- A telephone dispatch from Arno, Tuesday, informed us that 

Mr. Walsworth, who lives near Judge Brixey‟s had his leg 

broken by being throw from a mule. 

- The card of Watts & Tingle, attorneys-at-law, will be found 

in this issue.  They can be found at their office, first door 

over Hailey‟s store. 

- Vera Cruz Chronicles: Timber trials and forest fires have 

delayed spring work on many farms.  Still our neighborhood 

is in a prosperous condition for so new a place.  It is settling 

up fast; many good people come here looking for homes, 

who go away finding none, not having met our citizens who 

desire the land settled by persons who will become 

taxpayers. There are good farms yet, unoccupied, and others 

occupied by “Claimers” who never intend to purchase the 

land on any terms.  Our county will never prosper while it 

allows these leaches to hold the land, which should be paying 

taxes.  Give us a county fair this fall, on fair terms, and ask 

the farmers and their wives to begin now to raise and prepare 

something nice for it.  While the men are selecting fine stock, 

big pumpkins, squashes, potatoes, etc., the ladies should 

finish up the quilts, homemade carpets, sewing of all kinds, 

light bread, cake, pies, pickles, etc. 

 

April 10, 1888 (Vol. II, No. 7) 
- John Squire, the newly appointed postmaster at Squires, was 

in the city Monday. 

- Rob‟t Wilson has sold his interest in the lead mine and is 

again running his shop. 

- Prof. T. A. Kay was in the city last Saturday and reports his 

school progressing finely, with 72 scholars enrolled. 

- What‟s the matter with the Little Giants this spring?  We 

would like to see them take their places on the diamond 

again. 

- W. W. Birch has nearly finished painting the court house. 

- Collector Mallonee is having his new office in the court 

house fitted up.  It will be a daisy when completed.  Henry 

Haughey is doing the work. 

- The Olive Springs are becoming quite famous for their 

medical qualities.  There is a fortune there for the man who 

will put up a hotel and advertise the place. 

- Capt. Pennington is having the building on the south side of 

the square, occupied by W. W. Birch, painted.  Mr. Birch is 

doing the work, which insures a good job. 

- Capt. Pennington is going to drink water after this.  He has a 

new well, about 30 feet deep, and has 12 feet of water. 

- Died--Miller.  Mrs. Ann Miller, wife of Wm. Miller, at her 

home near Vera Cruz, on Monday, the 16th inst. Of measles 

and pneumonia.  She leaves a husband and three small 

children to mourn her loss. 

- Haws Convicted.  The case of the State against S. G. Haws, 

for forgery, which was taken to Ozark county, on a change of 

venue, came up in the circuit court of that county Tuesday 

and this morning we learn that the jury returned a verdict of 

guilty and he was sentenced to two years in the penitentiary. 

 

April 26, 1888 (Vol. II, No. 8) 
- The widow of Charles Hopper has been allowed a pension. 

- The new additions to M. C. Reynolds‟ residence are growing 

rapidly under the hands of Carpenters Barneby and Rector. 
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- Dr. Orender, formerly of Mt. Grove, has located permanently 

at Olive Springs.  He is a physician of large experience and is 

highly recommended. 

- The fair for this fall is being talked up again.  We hope that 

our wide-a-wake citizens will see that it does not lag and that 

all will be done that is talked of.  A good track and good 

grounds, with the many splendid exhibits that our farmers 

and mechanics will bring in will insure success. 

- Elias Cobb has fitted up a new blacksmith shop on the west 

side of the square. 

- Dave Potter started for Rockbridge to-day, to work on the 

Edwards mill.  The Herald will visit him weekly. 

- East End Items: Last Sunday a supposed fishing party from 

Horton came over to North Fork, and one of them, in 

attempting to light his dynamite, didn‟t let it go quick enough 

and it blew off his left hand, besides badly wounding him in 

the thigh.  Such are the results of breaking both human and 

divine law.   

I attend one of the finest singing classes I have ever met in 

the county in the southeast corner of the county at the 

Roundtop school house.  The class is lovely and the best of 

order preserved.  J. H. Black is the teacher. 

 

May 3, 1888 (Vol. II, No. 9) 
- K. C., Ft. S. & Memphis R‟y. 

South Bound 

No. 1, leaves Mansfield, 8:48 p.m. 

No. 3, leaves Mansfield, 6:15 a.m. 

North Bound 

No. 2, leaves Mansfield, 6:45 a.m. 

No. 4, leaves Mansfield, 9:49 p.m. 

- Croquet playing is now the order of the day. 

- When the additions to M. C. Reynolds‟ residence are 

completed he will have one of the nicest residences in town. 

- The County Wheel meets at Peavine school house to-day to 

decide whether they will put a ticket in the field this fall. 

- J. H. Black, from the east end of the county, will treat our 

citizens to some singing next Sunday at four o‟clock p.m. at 

the hall. 

- Chester A. Arthur Post, G.A.R., at Mansfield now have the 

finest hall in Wright Co.  The building is a two-story frame 

with glass front and greatly adds to the appearance of the 

town.  The upper story will be used as a hall and the lower 

floor as for a business house.  Due notice of the opening of 

the hall will be given and all Posts in Douglas and Wright 

county invited to attend. 

- Why not revive the lyceum at this place for a month or two?  

Declamations are not at all out of fashion and the time for 

spring poetry is abundantly upon us. 

- D. H. Hunter, of Vera Cruz, has been rearrested on the 

charge of intimidating homesteaders, and bound over in the 

sum of $700 to appear at the U. S. District court. 

- Mr. Tallman has cleared off the ground for his house and will 

soon commence to build. 

- W. W. Birch will soon commence the erection of a neat 

dwelling house. 

- Mr. Birch is painting L. O. Hailey‟s dwelling this week.  Mr. 

B. is a painter and merits the patronage he is getting. 

 

May 10, 1888 (Vol. II, No. 10)  
- Societies:  

Ava Lodge No. 26, A.F.&A.M., H. C. Brown, W.M., L. O. 

Hailey, Secretary. 

Douglas Lodge No. 319, I.O.O.F., James Hailey, S. G. 

Andy Martin Post No. 259, G.A.R., J. M. Curnutt, P. C., J. 

A. Payne, Adjutant. 

Freeport Post No. 307, G.A.R. (Roy), Jesse Huffman, P.C. 

Hegley Post, No. 302, G.A.R. (Clifty Hall), C. P. Shuck, 

P.C., Isaac Wilson, Adjutant. 

- Vera Cruz Chronicles: Wm. Miller has been very 

unfortunate.  His wife, a most estimable Christian woman, 

died recently, and now he is down sick with the same 

disease--measles. 

- W. C. Kelton, Bankrupt Sale! I have to raise $5,000 and will 

slaughter my stock for the next 90 days to raise the money. 

- Ad: Hailey House, James Hailey, Prop. 

- H. S. Wilson of Mountain Grove was in the city Saturday 

and Sunday. 

- Anyone wishing a monument will do well to see J. D. Avery. 

- Ad: We Crow Again.  Re-Opened! I have reopened the 

Baker Store and am ready to sell you good goods at Bedrock 

Prices.  Wm. Baker. 

 

May 17, 1888 (Vol. II, No. 11) 
- Rev. A. J. Hamby will preach at the hall next Sabbath at 11 

o‟clock a.m. 

- Rev. Miller delivered an excellent sermon at the hall last 

Sunday morning. 

- J. A. McDaniel has moved his family to the city and now 

resides in the building formerly occupied by the county and 

circuit clerks. 

- H. L. Leach near Phlegeton, lost his house and nearly all its 

contents by fire on Sunday, the 6th inst. 

- Death of Mr. A. Hanna.  Mr. A. Hanna died Sunday morning 

at his residence in the Third ward, and was buried at Maple 

Park cemetery at three o‟clock yesterday. 
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May 24, 1888 (Vol. II, No. 12) 
- Springfield Leader: Rev. S. G. Haws, ex-circuit and county 

clerk of Douglas county, has been convicted of forging fee 

bills while circuit clerk and sentenced to two years in the 

penitentiary.  Another good(?) republican gone wrong. 

- Ozark News: yes, but he has got in with a large crowd of 

Democrats this time, and there is no telling what he will do 

when he gets out. 

- Stand up, Mr. Leader man, and take your medicine.  S. G. 

Haws is a dyed-in-the-wool democrat, and was elected by the 

democrats and independents.  Next time try and post up. 

- (Local news page illegible) 

 

May 31, 1888 (Vol. II, No. 13) 
- Democratic Pow Wow: Last Saturday, by prearrangement 

quite a number of democrats met at the court house for 

political purposes.  Col. Watts was elected chairman.   

- Democratic Convention: The delegates of the democratic 

convention met at the court house Saturday afternoon to 

decide upon the question of the organization of the party in 

the county and what kind of a ticket they would put in the 

field this fall.  W. B. Watts was elected chairman and L. O. 

Hailey, secretary.  E. D. Tingle offered a set of resolutions, 

which were referred to committee on resolutions.  The 

following gentlemen were selected as members of the county 

central committee: Haws, Sperry, Cooksey, Chambers, 

Smith, Hunter, Roy, White, Klineline, Rounder, Julian, 

Ruyle, Tingle and Wilson. 

- Elhannon Wallace died on Saturday, at his home on Bryant. 

- Program for Children‟s Day.   

Opening hymn--All Hail, by school and congregation; 

Prayer, by Rev. Miller; Hymn--Gloria Patri, by the choir;  

Opening Address, Miss Belle Reynolds; 

Recitation--Tender Little Twigs, by Infant class; 

Hymn--Aurora, by the choir;  

Recitation--Come to Him Children, by Mamie Roberts;  

Hymn--Twilight, by Infant class; Christian Education, by 

eighteen boys and girls;  

Song--Awake, by the choir;  

Recitation--Mother, Watch the Little Feet, by Daisy Roberts;  

Duet--Lif‟s Lot, by Mrs. Tingle and Miss Effa Bulger;  

Five minutes talk by a minister;  

Song--Bringing in the Sheaves, by the children; 

Five minute talk;  

Song--Oh, Where are the Reapers, by the children; 

Collection address, by Tommy Roberts;  

Hymn--God be With you Till We Meet Again, by school and 

congregation.   

Committee: Mrs. J. K. Bulger, Mrs. J. H. Payne, Mrs. W. B. 

Watts. 

- Notice.  The barber shop will be open on Saturday afternoon 

and night.  T. B. Marler, Proprietor. 

- At Half Price: We will sell the Widow Ryle farm, two miles 

west of Arno, for half price.  160 acres.  Title O.K. Apply at 

once to Kice & Payne. 

- Memorial Services.  Yesterday memorial services were held 

at the Wm. Huffman grave yard by Andy Martin Post, 

G.A.R. and a large number were present. 

- Notice to Teachers.  There will be a meeting of the teachers 

of Douglas county held at Ava on Saturday, June 16, 1888, at 

1 o‟clock p.m. for the purpose of making arrangements to 

hold a two weeks Normal Training school in this county.  

Every teacher who has been engaged in teaching and expects 

to continue in the same is most earnestly requested to be 

present.  Other counties have their Normals, their institutes, 

etc., and why not Douglas county come to the front and do 

the same.  The children of every district demand better 

teachers for the future than they have had in the past, and 

they must have them. Thos. A. Kay, Co. Comm. 

- Died--On May 25th, in the Cole county jail, of typhoid 

pneumonia, George Silvey.  Mr. Silvey was convicted of 

intimidating homesteaders by the United States District court 

last September, and had been in jail nearly a year.  His 

remains were taken to Webster county for interment. 

 

June 7, 1888 (Vol. II, No. 14) 
- (Local news page illegible) 

 

June 14, 1888 (Vol. II, No. 15) 
- Ad: Out of Sight.  Having adopted a strictly Cash basis, we 

are now prepared to sell you goods at prices that DEFY 

COMPETITION.  We carry a full line of Dry Goods, 

Groceries, Gents‟ Furnishing Goods, etc.  Produce of all 

kinds taken in exchange for goods for which will pay the 

Highest Market Price.  Wm. Baker. 

- Ava will celebrate.  The eagle will scream in Ava.  Come in 

and see the fireworks. 

- John McDaniel is having a cellar dug. 

- W. W. Birch is moving into his new house to-day. 

- Born--To the wife of Bud Payne, a boy.  Bud is wild. 

- The infant child of J. W. Singleton died last Thursday night. 

- Circuit clerk Curnutt is preparing to build a new house in the 

southeastern part of town. 

- Married--On Sunday last at the residence of the groom‟s 

parents, Wm. Horner, Jr. and Mrs. Sarah Croslin. 

- The wheelers held a meeting at the school house last Friday, 

and closed a contract with Reynolds & Son to sell them 

goods at ten percent above cost and carriage. 



Ava, Missouri            Douglas County Herald          1887 -- 1899 
 
  Dr. Brown’s Excerpts - Vol. 1, Copyright©2011 

  

 21 

- S. S. Roberts and E. D. Pennington resigned from the school 

board last Saturday and Commissioner Kay appointed J. H. 

Martin and Judge Hailey to fill the vacancies. 

- The Glorious Fourth! Ava Will Celebrate.  Speaking--

Parade--Music--Basket Picnic--Fireworks. 

Program:  

Morning Salute--38 guns, by Robt. Wilson and Irvin King. 

1. Parade from public square to grounds. 

2. Prayer, by J. H. Martin 

3. Introductory remarks by T. K. Yandell. 

4. Music--America, by choir 

5. Reading Declaration of Independence, by Prof. Z. 

Roberts. 

6. Music--Hail Columbia, by choir. 

7. Orator of the Day--Hon. J. P. Tracy, of Springfield. 

8. Music--Star Spangled Banner, by choir. 

9. Recitation, by Prof. Z. Roberts. 

10. Music. 

   Intermission for dinner. 

11. Speech, by Hon. J. L. Davis. 

12. Recitation, by Miss Daisy Roberts. 

13. Music. 

14. Speaking. 

15. Music--Red, White and Blue 

Base ball in the evening.  Fireworks at dark. 

- The lumber is on the ground and work will soon be 

commenced on the new dwellings of A. C. Kice and A. P. 

Miller. 

- Parties desiring to have stands on the ground on the 4th of 

July, should confer with the committee on arrangements not 

later than Monday, July 2nd.  This is important. 

- J. A. McDaniel will soon commence the erection of a 

building on the north side of the square with a 46 ft. front, 34 

ft. deep, and an „L‟ on the north 18x26 feet. 

 

June 21, 1888 (Vol. II, No. 16) 
- The Mountain Grove academy which, under the management 

of Prof. Lynch, has gained a place as one of the best schools 

in the State, closed with appropriate exercises last Thursday.  

The next session opens Sept. 3. 

- Teachers‟ Institute.  Program for an institute will be held at 

White Oak school house on the 6th and 7th of July, 1888. 

School Government ............... H. T. James 

Orthography ........................... Isaac Leonard 

Reading .................................. John Herrell 

Writing ................................... Andy Johnson 

Fundamental Rules of 

  Arithmetic ............................ Wm. Jenkins 

Fractions ................................ Miss Stephenson 

Decimal Fractions .................. Elmo Morris 

Analysis ................................. Wm. Thomas 

Square and Cube Root ........... G. M. Siler 

Mensuration ........................... T. A. Kay 

Grammar ................................ Ella Hartin 

Circulation ............................. Cala Surguine 

Digestion ................................ Miss Matthews 

Algebra .................................. Bartley Wilson 

Geography .............................. G. D. Hale 

Committee: H. T. James, G. M. Siler, C. H. Duckett. 

- Mrs. Tingle has a class in instrumental music at Arno. 

- Born--To the wife of J. D. Reynolds, an 11-pound boy. 

- The wheelers are good people and they can buy goods 

cheaper at Kelton‟s than they can at their own store. 

- Died--Wiley, youngest son of Mr. and Mrs. J. M. Curnutt, at 

1 a.m. this morning, of cerebra spinal meningitis, after an 

illness of ninety-three days.  He was buried at the cemetery 

on the hill north of town at 4 o‟clock p.m. to-day. 

- West End Notes: Roy, June 19, 1888.  Another couple has 

been made happy by holy wedlock.  Nat Pratt and Miss Mary 

Hunt were married last Wednesday evening at the residence 

of the bride‟s parents: Squire M. S. Johnson officiating.  

They have the best wishes of all.  Guy Paulus. 

- Buckhart Breezes.  Rowland & McMahan are doing a good 

business here now.  There was a wedding here last week, and 

plenty of music, such as it was, in the evening.  The parties 

were Charles Nelson and Miss Calessine Sweeton.  They are 

supposed to be doing well now. 

 

June 28, 1888 (Vol. II, No. 17) 
- Martin Singleton has had a well drilled this week, getting 

water at 33 feet.  There is no reason why anyone should carry 

water when it can be gotten at their door at very small 

expense.  Any person wishing a well drilled should call on J. 

H. Hadlock.  His terms are reasonable and he never fails to 

find water. 

- (Local news page virtually illegible) 

 

July 5, 1888 (Vol. II, No. 18) 
- (Local news page illegible) 

 

July 12, 1888 (Vol. II, No. 19) 
- Base ball boys, how‟s your muscle?  The fair ground 

committee is about ready for that work. 

- There seems to be something about a tin can that causes the 

dogs to suddenly conclude they are in a hurry to leave the 

public square. 

- Dr. Landers and family, of Bryant, and J. P. Duckett and 

family, of Cedarville, Mo. were visiting at J. H. Martin‟s the 

first of the week.  Mr. Duckett is looking for a location. 
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- A boy about 11 years old, a son of Mr. Duncklee, was 

arrested Saturday last, charged with disturbing the peace of 

Mrs. Howard, living near Naro.  The case will be tried before 

Justice Wheeler to-day. 

- The well drillers have put down a well for Joel 

Clinkingbeard, on his farm two miles west of town. 

- T. A. Kay, our county school commissioner, called on us last 

Tuesday.  He is making his annual report and says that there 

are about ninety fully organized school districts in the county 

and that he has issued sixty-six teacher certificates in the last 

school year.  Verily, the school interest is flourishing in 

Douglas county.  Ten years ago, there were only twenty-two 

school districts in the county, with seven school houses. 

- Dogwood Dots.  This vicinity was startled on the 7th inst. by 

the suicide of Mrs. Tolinda, wife of T. B. Tolinda, who lives 

on J. H. McGee‟s ranch. 

 

July 19, 1888 (Vol. II, No. 20) 
- The law partnership of W. E. Watts and E. D. Tingle is 

dissolved. 

- A little son of Will Lyons, of Arno, died on Wednesday the 

11th inst. 

- Dr. Osborn called yesterday.  He doesn‟t seem to be in love 

with Ava‟s “P. G.” 

- Prof. Roberts reports that his school, though small in 

numbers, is prospering finely. 

- The first new wheat of the season was taken to Page‟s mill 

on Bryant July 2nd and turned out 43 pounds of flour to the 

bushel. 

- A match game of base ball was played at the grounds west of 

town Sunday, between the Little Giants and the Rock House 

club, resulting in a victory for the former. 

- Died--On Sunday, July 15th, 1888, Leona Vivian, daughter 

of John and Alice McDaniel, aged 6 months and 1__ days. 

- The Douglas County Agricultural Association have 

purchased 20 acres of land of J. A. G. Reynolds, about three-

quarters of a mile West of town, for fair grounds, and the 

work of clearing and laying out the race track has been 

commenced thereon.  It was found, after a close survey, that 

a half-mile track could not be made on the grounds formerly 

contracted for, hence the change.  Those holding working 

shares should stand in readiness to answer a call from the 

directors of the association as the work will have to be 

pushed if we have a fair this fall. 

 

July 26, 1888 (Vol. II, No. 21) 
- Announcements: (Republican candidates) 

For State Senator: Hon. S. W. Headlee 

For Representative:  

John W. Souder 

Jared E. Smith, of Roy, 

For Prosecuting Attorney:  

George B. Waters 

For Collector: 

John W. Singleton 

Calvin Wilson 

Jesse Huffman 

Isaac Kester 

For Sheriff: 

William F. Huffman, of Clay tp. 

J. M. Lyons 

James E. Bunyard 

Richard A. Hodge 

For Assessor: 

George W. Johnson, of Buchanan tp. 

Hiram J. Rice, of Richland tp. 

George M. Siler, 

Dr. A. Davis, of Cold Springs 

For Surveyor: 

James J. Bell 

County Judge--Eastern District: 

T. N. Smallwood 

County Judge--Western District: 

B. M. Burchell 

- Andy Miller‟s new house is nearly completed. 

- With an exemption from taxation of all those not having 

$1,000 worth of taxable property, the taxes in Douglas 

county would be paid by about fifteen men, and after paying 

taxes for a year or two, they would be exempt. 

- Deputy U. S. Marshal Andy Johnson was down Saturday last 

and took Messrs. Garrison and Wagner back to Springfield 

with him.  They are charged with intimidating homesteaders. 

- The Little Giants will go to Mt. Grove Saturday, to play 

against the nine at that place.  The boys are in good trim and 

the Mountain club will have to look well to their laurels. 

- Wm. Holman and Jane Jennings were married at the 

residence of Fate Kelton, last Monday evening. 

- B. F. Tallman has the frame up for his new dwelling in the 

southeastern part of the city. 

- Clerk Martin issued marriage licenses to Daniel Gray and 

Sally Pierce Monday. 

- Geo. Johnson, Siegal Johnson, and Jesse Rhoads, of Roy, 

were in the city yesterday. 

- Thomas Martin and Alice Holstine are licensed to marry. 

- A nice game of base ball took place at the grounds on Hunter 

last Sunday, between the Little Giants, of Ava, and the Rock 

House Tie Hackers, at the end of the game--7 innings--the 

score stood 35 to 8 in favor of Ava.  The Tie Hackers played 

a very fair game for amateurs, but are too light for the Little 

Giants. 
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- Vera Cruz Chronicles: Any persons looking for new homes 

would do well to come and settle on vacant lands that are to 

be found in these parts.  

Daniel Gray, of Wright Co., and Sally Pierce, of this 

county were united in the hold bonds of wedlock the 23rd 

inst.; Squire Bowdre, of Boone township, officiated.   

- Fair Warning!  Third and last call to the teachers of Douglas 

county.  The Teachers Association will hold its next meeting 

at the hall in Ava, commencing on Thursday, August the 

16th, 1888, at 10 o‟clock A.M. and will continue three days. 

 

August 2, 1888 (Vol. II, No. 2) 
- Condensed Locals: Picnic at G. R. Johnson‟s store, near 

Rome, on the 17th inst.  Sarah Hammond was found guilty of 

the charge of assault upon Julia Morgan and fined $5 in 

Squire Casad‟s court. 

- Mt. Grove vs. Ava.  The Little Giants went to Mt. Grove last 

Saturday, as previously arranged, to play the base ball club at 

that place.  The boys were met at the train by the club of that 

place, headed by the Mt. Grove cornet band, and escorted to 

the hotel, where they partook of a bounteous breakfast, to 

which, it is needless to say, they did full justice.  The game 

was called at 2 o‟clock.  After the first half of the seventh 

inning the game was called on account of rain, the score 

being 21 to 22 in favor of Mt. Grove.  The Little Giants were 

accompanied by Mrs. Henry Miller, Mrs. Andy Miller, Miss 

Belle Reynolds, John F. Miller, A. C. Kice, Mat. O‟Grady, 

John A. Spurlock, Oscar Morehouse and Y. E. Eton.  W. F. 

Reynolds, the catcher for the Little Giants club got his finger 

hurt badly in the 5th inning and had to retire to the field.  L. 

O. Hailey taking his place behind the bats. 

 

August 9, 1888 (Vol. II, No. 23) 
- The price of eggs is apt to take a rise, if Judge Walker and 

Sheriff Lyons remain in the city many days longer and our 

good landlord still tries to satisfy their appetite on said fruit. 

- Buchanan Organizes.  Roy, Mo., July 28, 1888.  The 

republicans of Buchanan township met at White Oak school 

house to-day and organized a Harrison and Morton club with 

a membership of 24.  In the absence of Judge Walker, 

township committeeman, Hon. Gil. Jenkins was made 

chairman.  Capt. J. E. Smith, T. D. Jenkins, and G. W. 

Johnson made short and effective speeches.  The officers of 

the club are: T. D. Jenkins, president, ?. B. Hunt, Vice-

president, M. S. Johnson, secretary and Gil. Jenkins, captain. 

- A little daughter of Robt. Dethridge died yesterday. 

- The Odd Fellows and Masonic hall over Reynolds‟ store is 

nearly completed. 

- Notice--All persons who will attend the G.A.R. reunion on 

Hunter, Tuesday, and Wednesday the 21st and 22d inst., who 

have muskets are requested to bring them as there will be 

drilling, sham battles, and other exercises in which they will 

be needed. 

- The following committee has been appointed to arrange for 

the Republican Rally on the 18th.  On arrangements: J. H. 

Payne, J. H. Martin, Dr. Hailey, Dr. Harper and J. A. Payne. 

On program: G. B. Waters, A. C. Kice, and Ed. R. Sprague.  

J. M. Lyons was elected marshal for the day, and authorized 

to appoint his deputy for the day.  There will be no swings 

nor dancing platforms on the grounds, but lemonade stands 

will be allowed.  Committee on reception of speakers: Capt. 

J. E. Smith, J. W. Thomas, and Geo. B. Waters. 

- From Buckhart: William Sweeton‟s little son and a little son 

of J. H. Smith, of this township, have died since I last wrote 

you. 

 

August 16, 1888, (Vol. II, No. 24) 
- (Some of the local news page is illegible) 

- Zack Wells, of Cass township, has been in the city several 

days past. 

- W. W. Birch has been painting the interior of the Hailey 

house this week. 

- School commences Monday morning with Prof. Tingle and 

Mrs. I. H. Payne as teachers. 

- Simon Lakey, P. A. Malloy, and “Bate” Day started for a trip 

through Washington territory, and the Northwest, yesterday. 

- Springfield Herald: Married.  Married in Springfield August 

8th, 1888 at the residence of officiating clergyman, Mr. 

Hardy O. Frank and Miss Anna Douglas, both of Douglas 

county, MO.  Mr. Frank is foreman of the new paper (The 

Star) in New Town. 

 

August 23, 1888 (Vol. II, No. 25) 
- Married--On Wednesday, the 22d inst., Geo. Turner and 

Miss Emma Holmes; Squire Casad officiating. 

- Wash Silvey, living in the northwestern part of the county, 

was arrested Monday and taken to Springfield charged with 

intimidating homesteaders. 

 

August 30, 1888 (Vol. II, No. 26) 
- L. O. Hailey, editor of the Democrat, had a finger broken last 

Sunday, while playing ball. 

- Died--On Wednesday, the 29th inst., Marion James, aged 21 

years.  He leaves a wife and one child. 

- Old Settlers‟ Reunion.  The picnic and reunion of the old 

settlers of Douglas county at Squires‟ store on last Saturday 

was quite well attended.  Many of the old pioneers together 

with their families and a host of others were in attendance.  

Many, such as Uncle Jake Huffman and Uncle Zeke Eslick 

and others, relating their experiences among these hills in the 



Ava, Missouri            Douglas County Herald          1887 -- 1899 
 
  Dr. Brown’s Excerpts - Vol. 1, Copyright©2011 

  

 24 

early day, which was enjoyed by all, and the free dinner--

barbequed meats enough and to spare, and the whole 

concluded with a little political argument which opened in a 

very able address by Wm. Clark, a prominent wheeler, who 

was answered by our republican wheel horse, J. K. Bulger, of 

Ava in such a manner as to make our republican boys feel 

proud, and in token of which their committee, by their 

chairman, John Squire, presented him with a beautiful 

Harrison and Morton badge, shortly after which the rain 

caused the crowd to disperse rather unceremoniously, but all 

feeling they had enjoyed a gala day. 

- I submit the following school report, for the month 

commencing the 16th day of July and ending the 10th day of 

August, 1888. Number of pupils enrolled during the month, 

male 22; female 30; total 52.  Names of scholars not missing 

a day: Sarah Renfro, Esta Osburn, Laura Lemons, Irene 

Barnard, Mared Barnard, Fanny Barnard, Effie Weaver, 

Belle Spears, Iva Spears, Olive Spears, Minnie Mears, Allen 

Spears, Minor Barnard, Otis Barnard, Elziver Osborn.  Anna 

Schechter, Teacher of Clever Creek school. 

 

September 6, 1888 (Vol. II, No. 27) 
- J. L. Davis of Gainesville, has been in the city for several 

days. 

- G. W. Bowdre, of Vera Cruz, has been allowed an increase 

in pension. 

- Steve Potter and wife have become residents of Ava since the 

last issue. 

- B. F. Tallman moved to his new residence in the southeast 

part of the city Saturday last. 

- J. W. Singleton, captain of the Little Giant base ball club, has 

challenged the Mt. Grove club to play at Ava the 15th. 

- The young men who make a practice of disturbing religious 

services by talking had better look out and save trouble. 

- The county wheel will be in session to-day and to-morrow at 

the Casto school house.  After the adjournment we may 

expect to hear of some political kicking. 

- While umpiring a game of baseball last Sunday, George 

Campbell was struck in the face by a “foul tip,” slightly 

disfiguring his nose, but as no bones are broken he will 

regain his good looks shortly. 

 

September 13, 1888 (Vol. II, No. 28) 
- Thomas Potter is very low from an attack of fever. 

- Hamilton avenue and Spring street are to be opened this 

winter. 

- W. W. Birch has his well drilled 16 feet and has struck water. 

- Died--On the night of the 8th, Mrs. James Andrews.  Funeral 

took place Monday. 

- Mrs. J. L. Davis came up from Gainesville last Sunday to see 

her mother, Mrs. Jas. Hailey, who is very sick. 

- Married--On Monday, the 10th inst., at the office of the 

county clerk, Jas. Hart and Miss Nora Brinkle; Rev. S. G. 

Haws officiating. 

- Married--This morning, C. P. Poe, of Winfield, Kas., and 

Mrs. Pauline Howard, of Vera Cruz.  Squire Thomas, of 

Walls township, tied the knot in a very satisfactory manner 

as he always does. 

- B. F. Tallman‟s new residence on Hamilton street, is one the 

handsomest buildings in the city.  If you are going to build, 

give him a call, and see what his work is like.  It will show 

for itself. 

- Not a Boom! But a Substantial Growth That Speaks Well for 

Our Little City.  Ava has not been idle this summer, while 

her sister cities were “booming.”  Although off the railroad, 

she has been making a steady growth and substantial 

improvements are noticeable on every hand.  Among the 

improvements are the following: 

J. H. Martin, dwelling, 2-story, 16x38, with “T” 16x16. 

H. M. Miller, Jr., dwelling, 18x24. 

Elias Cobb, dwelling 14x28. 

B. F. Tallman, dwelling, 24x24. 

W. W. Birch, dwelling 16x24. 

A. P. Miller, dwelling, 2-story, 14x28, with “L” 14x14. 

J. D. Reynolds, addition to 2-story, 14x36. 

M. C. Reynolds, addition to dwelling with one store added to 

north wing. 

R. N. Lee, store building, 16x20. 

W. C. Kelton, addition to warehouse, 18x20. 

Elias Cobb, addition to blacksmith shop, 10x31, and stable 

22x24. 

E. D. Pennington, addition to store room, 10x24. 

J. A. G. Reynolds & Son, addition to store building, 24x24. 

In addition to these, we notice new fences in all parts of 

town, several new wells, and a number of lots cleared and 

preparations made for building.  Taken all in all Ava has 

certainly made wonderful progress, and her future looks 

decidedly bright. 

- What Ava Has, 

1 Flouring mill. 

2 Blacksmith shops. 

1 Paint shop 

1 Barber shop 

1 Drug store. 

1 Photograph gallery 

1 Boot & shoe shop 

2 Hotels 

1 Grocery store. 

4 General merchandise stores 
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2 Printing offices 

2 Doctors 

8 Lawyers 

1 Minister 

1 Post G.A.R. 

1 Odd Fellow‟s Society 

1 Masonic society 

1 Good school house 

1 Good court house 

The best water in Southwest Missouri. 

4 Carpenters 

2 Brick Layers 

2 Plasterers 

4 Printers 

3 Blacksmiths 

2 Painters 

1 Barber 

And a good, intelligent class of citizens who cordially invite 

the people of any of the crowded States of the Union to come 

and settle with us, and help make Douglas county what it 

should be--the banner county of the State. 

 

September 20, 1888 (Vol. II, No. 29) 
- Ad: Look Here! Wheelers, or No Wheelers!  The Bottom has 

fallen clear out, and for the next 60 days we will pay no 

attention to cost, as I am bound to clean out all my stock to 

make room for my new Fall Stock and which I am not 

running a Wheeler Store, I will discount any Wheeler Store 

no low Prices.  My goods are all bought for Cash and will be 

sold strictly for cash and regardless of cost.  Give me a call 

and save paying even a 10% profit.  All kinds of produce 

taken in exchange for goods, at highest market price.  Wm. 

Baker. 

- The frame of Judge Hailey‟s new barn was raised Tuesday. 

- Don‟t forget the festival at the court house Wednesday 

evening. 

- Mr. Beasley is erecting a blacksmith shop in Vera Cruz. 

- The posts are being hauled this week for fencing the fair 

grounds. 

- There is talk of a brick vault to hold the county records.  A 

good idea. 

- Died--At his home in Cass twp., on Friday, the 14th inst., 

James Coontz. 

- Died--Samuel, infant son of Mr. and Mrs. T. H. Musick, at 

the Hailey House, in this city, Wednesday, the 19th inst. 

- Simon Lakey, Sr. and Bate Day returned last Sunday from an 

extended trip through the northwest, and say they are 

satisfied to remain in Douglas. 

- James Miller has sold his mill at Vera Cruz to Messrs. Busch 

and Veassey, who will shortly commence the erection of a 

large mill on the site of the old one. 

- A. R. Turner and wife, of Rome, were callers at this office 

Monday.  Mr. Turner informs us that he will open a 

merchandise store at that place shortly after court.  The 

building is nearly completed, and is 30x30, with a side room 

20x30. 

- A supper will be given at the court house next Wednesday 

evening at 8 o‟clock, the proceeds to go to the M. E. Church.  

Let everyone come out and get a square meal. 

- The Devil Has Failed, as yet, to Call Home His Own.  On 

Saturday night, last, an infamous attempt was made to burn 

our court house.  The prime object, it seems, was to make 

sure of burning the circuit court papers--the September term 

of court being near at hand--and the result would surely have 

been accomplished had it not been for the chance arrival of 

Deputy Sheriff Sloan upon the scene.  The incendiaries had 

saturated with coal oil the door and floor around the entrance 

to the circuit clerk‟s office and set fire to it, but after burning 

the principal part of the oil had gone out, and a second 

attempt was being made to start it burning when Mr. Sloan‟s 

attention was attracted by the lighting of matches, but it 

being very dark the villains made good their escape before he 

could get near enough to identify them. 

- I, Lewis Davis, state that I am well acquainted with W. B. 

Watts; that the said W. B. Watts has often told me that he 

(Watts) was in the Confederate Army, and was defeated by 

Genl. Steanes for major or brigadier general.  I am not 

certain which; that we were both rejected by the registering 

officer, Allen Jamison, in Buchanan county in 1868, and not 

allowed to vote, for the reason that we were rebels. [Signed] 

LEWIS DAVIS. 

The above will be understood to explain the position of 

Col. W. B. Watts and his two-faced campaign.  It is well 

understood that he has told and circulated generally that he 

belonged to the 51st regiment of Kentucky Union troops, and 

but for this false statement the one above would not be 

published.  Being liberal, and granting to all the privilege of 

being governed by the dictates of their own conscience, we 

do not feel disposed to criticize any man because he was in 

the rebel army, yet, at the same time, if any man whose 

services were rendered in that cause pretends to represent to 

the people that such was not the case, we feel in duty bound, 

in behalf of both ex-Union and ex-Confederate soldiers, to 

give them the facts. 

Whether the statement above is true we know not, but 

being over the signature of a citizen of the county who stands 

fair and uninterested--only that the truth be known, we are 

bound to come to this conclusion: That Col. W. B. Watts is a 
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candidate for prosecuting attorney; that he does not think it 

popular in this county for it to be known that he was in the 

Confederate service, as most of the democrats in this county 

fought to protect the Union.  Now, we ask an unbiased 

consideration as to the nature of this kind of double-faced, 

lying and sneaking report that the Colonel has sent abroad 

that he belonged to the Union army, when in reality he 

belonged to Jeff Davis. 

 

September 27, 1888 (Vol. II, No. 30) 
- Married--At the Circuit Clerk‟s office, in Ava, on Monday, 

the 24th inst., Wm. T. Potter and Miss Laura Wright; Rev. 

W. M. Brown officiating. 

- The festival last night was a grand success financially, and a 

good time was enjoyed by all present.  An excellent supper 

was served and after the tables had been cleared two cakes 

were disposed of, the first being voted to Miss Jane Shelton, 

and bring the neat little sum of $9.75, and the other to Mrs. 

Maggie Reynolds, $2.75.  The total receipts of the evening 

were $28.05, which will be applied toward paying the pastor 

of the M. E. Church. 

- Married--At Ava on Wednesday the 26th inst., John Duran 

and Mrs. Mollie Huffman.  We congratulate them. 

 

October 4, 1888 (Vol. II, No. 31) 
- G. R. Johnson, proprietor of the store at Johnsonville, near 

Rome, is very ill at Aaron Fletcher‟s. 

- Married--On Sunday, the 30th inst., John W. Spurlock and 

Miss Lucy Duran, both of this county. 

- Thos. H. Musick spoke to a large and attentive audience, at 

the court house last Friday night, on the tariff question. 

- Died--On Wednesday, the 3rd inst., Melissa Jane, daughter 

of John M. and Melissa Spurlock, aged 11 years. 

- Judge Hailey‟s barn is fast nearing completion and he will 

soon be in shape to attend to the wants of the traveling 

public. 

- Miller & King brought in their new drill last week and have 

finished a well for A. P. Miller and are now at work for Andy 

Pennington. 

- Married--On Sunday, Sept. 30th, 1888, at the residence of 

the bride‟s parents in Campbell township, G. W. Horner and 

Miss Lovinia Sanders; Rev. W. J. Fulton, officiating. 

- Last week we forgot to mention the fact that the Singleton 

House had purchased a new stove.  It is a daisy and enables 

them to meet all demands put upon them during the rush 

incident at court. 

- Tom Davis brought into our office yesterday a stalk of corn, 

grown on his farm on Whites Creek, which measures 9 feet 

and 3 inches from the ear.  Mr. Davis is, we believe, the 

tallest man in Douglas county, but if he has much corn like 

the sample he will have to get a step ladder to gather it. 

- Our base ball boys will cross bats with the Little Beaver club 

Saturday.  The Little Giants are badly out of shape, but they 

will give them a good game. 

- The citizens of Ava and vicinity will give a festival at the 

court house Saturday night, for the benefit of Rev. E. J. 

Dunaway.  Rev. Dunaway has labored long and earnestly for 

the cause of religion in our city, and now let the citizens turn 

out and show that his services have been appreciated. 

- Died--last night, at Wm. Potter‟s, Mrs. Potter, wife of John 

Potter.  Mr. and Mrs. Potter had just recently arrived here 

from Texas on a visit. 

- Died--At her home on Spring Creek, on Friday, Sept. 28th, 

Rosa Lee Fitch, aged 26 years, after a protracted illness of 

several months, leaving two children, an infant son and 

daughter.  The deceased was the only daughter of Kelsa and 

Emily Williams, late of Kentucky.  The funeral on Sunday 

was attended by a large concourse of people, who tendered 

the highest respects and deepest sympathy to the bereaved 

husband, parents, and brother. 

 

October 11, 1888 (Vol. II, No. 32) 
- Heating stoves have gone up this week. 

- Married--On Sunday, the 7th inst., at the residence of the 

bride‟s parents, Wm. Huff and Miss Mattie Burchell. 

- The game of base ball last Saturday between the Little Giants 

and the John Henrys of Little Beaver, resulted in the 

overwhelming defeat of the latter club.  The game was called 

at the end of the eighth inning, the score standing 75 to 6 in 

favor of the Little Giants. 

- Irwin King has opened up a meat market next door to Dr. 

Harper‟s office, south side of square. 

- Rev. Dunaway and family started last Tuesday for their old 

home in Polk county.  The Parson has labored earnestly, 

during the past four years, for the cause of religion in this 

county, and leaves many friends here who sincerely regret 

his departure. 

- The festival last Saturday night was well attended and a 

financial success, the total receipts of the evening amounting 

to $28.75.  An album was voted to Miss Leota Curnutt, as the 

best girl present, Miss Belle Stubbs received a cake as the 

prettiest girl in the hall and Judge Hailey, after a hotly-

contested fight with parson Dunaway, carried off the cake as 

the ugliest man in town. 

- Cross Hollow School Report: Number of teachers in school--

1; Number of scholars enrolled--85; Average number of 

pupils attending each day--48; Teacher‟s wages per month, 

$30.  Very respectfully, G. M. Siler, Teacher. 
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October 18, 1888 (Vol. II, No. 33) 
- Frank Curnutt now measures the calico in Kelton‟s store. 

- Joe Cobb and family are now residents of Ava, having 

moved into the house recently vacated by Lewis Hampton. 

- All persons indebted to Dr. Harper must settle in the next 60 

days as he is closing up his business, preparing to put in a 

full stock of drugs. 

 

October 25, 1888 (Vol. II, No. 34) 
- Sam‟l C. Parker, the wheeler candidate for representative, 

has been allowed a pension. 

- F. M. Goddard has been working this vicinity for the German 

Insurance Company for some time. 

- Col. Watts wanted to be Major General in the Confederate 

Army, but got defeated, was not allowed to vote until the 

rebels were enfranchised, is a politician and a political dead-

beat.  Witnesses: Joseph Baker and Lewis Davis.  Mr. Baker 

is Watts‟ uncle. 

- Col. Watts, the ex-Confederate back-bit and slandered Prof. 

Tingle about buying wheelers for 25 lbs. of flour when he, 

Tingle, had only furnished Col. Watts with flour at his, 

Watts, earnest solicitation, as a matter of charity and as a 

neighbor.  Witnesses: E. D. Tingle, M. J. O‟Grady et al. 

- Prof. Err Morris, of Ohio, passed through town Tuesday, on 

his way to Grabeel, Ozark Co., where he is to take the 

position of Principal of the Grabeel Normal School This new 

school is a new venture, at the village of Grabeel in the 

northwestern part of Ozark Co., about twenty miles south of 

this place.  We wish it success. 

- The Record “Beeten.”  We were shown a beet, yesterday, 

that beat all the beets we ever saw.  It was raised by Mrs. J. 

K. Reed, on the hill southeast of town.  It measured 23 inches 

in circumference, 18 inches in length and weighed 10 3/4 

pounds. 

- Financial Statement of Douglas County, Missouri, For the 

year Ended May 1st, 1888. 

 

November 1, 1888 (Vol. II, No. 35) 
- Vote for the jail. 

- M. C. Morris and family started Monday for Cedar count to 

spend the winter. 

- H. M. Miller has removed his drug stock to the building 

lately occupied by Baker‟s store. 

- Every man who has the interest of the county at heart, will 

vote to have a jail built at the county seat. 

- Wm. Baker is removing his store from this place to the 

southeast part of the County, about six miles from Buckhart. 

- Circuit Clerk Martin received a petition last week, 

remonstrating against cutting off the townships of Richland 

and Clinton and giving them to Wright county.  The 

remonstrance is signed by one hundred and seventy-five 

taxpayers of these townships, and they say they do not want 

to be cut off. 

- Democrat: What did Mart Griffith go to the penitentiary for?  

For changing the records in relation to the settlement of 

Collector Alsup.  Mr. Geo. B. Waters, prosecuting attorney 

of Douglas county, has changed the record in regard to 

Collector Mallonee‟s settlement.  The settlement of Mallonee 

was made at the March term of court, 1888, and it was an 

error, omitting to charge the Collector with the saloon license 

and penalties collected on the delinquent list.  At some 

subsequent time, to us unknown, Mr. Waters changed the 

figures so as to make everything even up.  Why did he do it?  

When the court had adjourned no one had any authority to 

correct, erase from nor add to the records.  The only way to 

have reached it was by an order of court as some regular term 

after the error was discovered.  There is very officious but 

ignorant gentleman, is court, attorney, clerk, and , in fact, 

general ruler of the republican ring that has squandered the 

people‟s money.  It is time to stop this work.  Voters should 

look into this matter. 

- The above from the democratic organ of this county shows to 

what depths the democrats will go to get slime to throw at 

their opponents.  L. O. Hailey knows there was nothing to 

cover up in Collector Mallonee‟s settlement, and that he was 

charged with the saloon license.  Mr. Waters did not change 

the records at any time.  The correction was made in open 

court, to make the records show the proper items for which 

Mr. Mallonee had already settled for. 

- Dogwood, Mo., Oct. 15th, 1888.  The long advertised and 

much looked for rally of the Douglas county wheelers has 

come and gone.  On the 13th inst., seven spokes of the great 

wheel rolled into Dogwood, and spoke to an assemblage, 

consisting of seven republicans, three democrats, and four 

boys.  All the wheelers present except the candidates, could 

be enumerated with a cipher. 

 

November 8, 1888 (Vol. II, No. 36) 
- The township organization was a failure.  Too many votes 

against it. 

- Married--In Ava, on Monday the 5th inst., by the Rev. J. 

Miller, Mr. G. R. Johnson and Mrs. Malinda Head. 

- The county cut off was no go.  Not a single township was in 

favor of it.  It was defeated by a large majority in the very 

township from which it was originated. 

- Our flag was badly damaged by the storm Tuesday night. 

- Simon Lakey was elected constable of this township by a 

majority of 50. 

- The proposition to build a jail was defeated by an 

overwhelming majority.  The people have decided that it is 
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better for Douglas county to send her prisoners away from 

home, thereby increasing her debt, than to build a jail.  A bad 

decision, but we guess it is fair. 

 

November 15, 1888 (Vol. II, 37) 
- Oh, Let Us Be Glad!  Come, let us, as we well may, 

assemble ourselves together and give full vent to our hearts 

content over one of the grandest republican victories of the 

nineteenth century, and let them know that Harrison is 

elected with a big E.  For this purpose a grand ratification, 

jollification meeting will be held in Ava, Saturday night, 

Nov. 17th, consisting of bonfires, torchlight procession, short 

appropriate speeches, jubilee songs, and a general good time, 

and don‟t‟ anybody forget it.  Let every true republican 

illuminate their residences and business places, that all may 

know where we are, and make not mistakes.  Come 

everybody, and let us have a time that shall make the true 

heart glad and the flunkie sick.  By order of the Committee, 

J. K. Bulger, Chairman. 

- J. A. McDaniel had a flue built this week. 

- Born--On Friday, Nov. 9th, to the wife of T. B. Marler, a 

girl. 

- Born--To the wife of J. W. Paul of Walls township, an eight 

pound boy. 

- Rev. Miller will preach at the Court House on Sunday, the 

18th inst., at night. 

- From the reports coming in, the population of Douglas 

county is increasing rapidly. 

- Prof. Tingle has been on the sick list for several days last, 

and the high school has had a week‟s vacation. 

- Why can‟t we have a dramatic club to pass away the dreary 

winter evenings and furnish amusement and entertainment 

for the public generally.  

 

November 22, 1888 (Vol. II, No. 38) 
- H. M. Miller is making many improvements around his drug 

store. 

- John Y. Appling and George A. Wilson, of Vera Cruz, have 

been allowed an increase of pension. 

- All the boys are out practicing shooting--don‟t rush boys, 

two years yet before another Prosecuting Attorney is to be 

elected.  Plenty of time to qualify your selves. 

- The trial of Dr. J. S. Potter, indicted for an assault upon Wm. 

H. Lewis, of this county, which case went to Howell county 

on a change of venue, was heard last week, and resulted in 

conviction, and the defendant given two years in the 

penitentiary.  Motion for a new trial was filed and granted. 

- Marriage Licenses: This week Clerk Martin has issued that 

which makes it just that way; to Charles Glass and Lucy 

Fischer, and William Ryan and Amanda Duran.  That‟s right 

boys and girls, stand up for the union. 

 

November 29, 1888 (Vol. II, No. 39) 
- Adieu.  With this issue we sever our connection with the 

Herald, having disposed of our interest to Messrs. Geo. B. 

Waters and J. K. Bulger.  For 34 weeks we have tried to give 

our readers a paper that was worth the price asked for it, and 

how well we have succeeded we leave to our readers to 

judge.  Ed. R. Sprague. 

- Prof. Roberts gives an elocutionary entertainment at the 

Court House this evening. 

- Martin Singleton is having some of the rooms in the 

Singleton House papered and painted.  Birch and Tallman are 

doing the work. 

- Died--On Tuesday, Nov. 27th, at her home near Cedar Gap, 

Mo, Mary M., wife of Sol. Bragg, in her 20th year.  Mrs. 

Bragg was the daughter of Francis M. and Martha Shelton.  

She was married just one year and three days before her 

death. 

- Prof. E. D. Tingle has departed from our little “burg” but as 

he did not call around to bid us good bye we cannot tell our 

readers his destination.  Mrs. T. and Tommy preceded him 

last week.  Prof. A. B. Head takes his principles of the school 

and from all reports the school will not suffer from the 

change. 

- The Thespian Club Reorganized.  Last Tuesday evening the 

Thespian club was reorganized and following officers 

elected: President, Dr. J. T. Hailey; Secretary, E. R. Sprague; 

Treasurer, J. D. Reynolds; Stage manager, J. K. Bulger; 

Directors, Dr. J. T. Hailey, J. D. Reynolds, E. R. Sprague.  

The club will soon be got to work, and expect to give 

entertainments during the holidays. 

- Born--Friday last, to the wife of Aaron Fletcher, a girl. 

- Wm. Pennington and family of Cherryvale, Kans., arrived 

last Friday, and have moved into the house recently vacated 

by Prof. Tingle, having purchased the property of Barney 

Mallonee.  Mr. Pennington has purchased his father‟s interest 

in the mill. 

 

December 4, 1888 (Vol. II, No. 40) 
- Our school progresses nicely under Prof. Head‟s 

administration. 

- J. H. Leroy killed four large wolves recently near his place 

on Bryant. 

- Ladies young and old delight to bake bread lately; since 

learning that Mrs. Harrison enjoys bread baking. 

- Sheriff Lyons has let the contract for building his new 

residence on the Waters lot in uncle Austin Reynolds 

addition to Ava, to be completed by Jan. 15th inst. 
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- Siegal Johnson, of Roy, made us a pleasant call this week 

and encouraged us by renewing his subscription for another 

year.  Roy Republicans are made of the paper stuff. 

- Fire, fire! Is the alarm upon our streets as we go to press, 

which, on investigation, proves to be the residence of John 

W. Singleton.  The stove pipe through the roof, for 

temporary use, and but for the timely arrival of a number of 

our citizens, would have resulted in something far from 

temporary--ashes. 

 

December 13, 1888 (Vol. II, No. 41) 
- Don‟t forget to go to Miller Bro‟s to buy your toys, and 

anything nice you want for Xmas. 

- Larkin Cearley, of Richland township, this county, while out 

squirrel hunting, one day last week, fell from a tree, which he 

had climbed in pursuit of a squirrel, and received injuries that 

are likely to prove fatal. 

- There are $337.00 school fund due Douglas county in 

interest on bonds for money loaned.  Pay up every body, so 

the children can get the benefit. 

- This has been rather a busy week for our boys of the Herald 

office, having moved the entire outfit to more commodious 

quarters, in the second story of the Miller building, in which 

new quarters we hope to be able to do better justice to our 

paper and have ample room for a friendly chat with any of 

our friends and patrons who may favor us with a visit. 

- A sad gloom has been cast over the family of Mr. James 

Ellison, residing some five miles north west of this place, on 

Wednesday, of last week, Mr. Ellison took his ax and started 

to the woods to cut some timber, soon after which his little 

son Joseph, aged two years, started to follow him.  The father 

not knowing this, returned by another way and on his return 

he in company of his wife, left home to spend the day.  The 

other children on going in search of the little wanderer found 

him about a half mile from the house in the creek drowned.  

Notwithstanding, the water was hardly a foot dep, as the little 

one‟s hands and one foot were seen sticking up out of the 

water when found.  Mr. Ellison and family have the heart felt 

sympathy of all in their sad bereavement. 

- Ad: Cobb‟s Black-Smith and Wagon Shop.  Elias Cobb, 

Proprietor, Ava, Mo. All work promptly done, at bottom 

prices.  Shop West of the Singleton House. 

 

December 20, 1888 (Vol. II, No. 42) 
- Hack line to Arno discontinued until Spring. 

- The following homestead patents recently issued:  

Nos: 5270, 5427, and 5440. 

- Herald‟s increased circulation is seventy in two weeks.  

Thanks to friends, and we want to keep it going at just that 

rate. 

- Burton Marler, our city barber, has moved his shop to the 

building formerly occupied by the Herald Office.  We are 

requested to announce that hereafter, those desiring work in 

this line, will be on hand Wednesday or Saturday, of each 

week. No work will be done on Sunday. 

- Ad: Miller Bro‟s New Store, New Goods Just Received.   

John F. Miller and Andy P. Miller.  Finest qualities of dry 

goods, hats & caps, boots & shoes, hardware, queensware, 

glassware, groceries, etc., etc.  Don‟t forget the place.  First 

door West of the Courthouse, Ava. Mo. 

 

December 27, 1888 (Vol. II, No. 43) 
- Ladies of Ava have arranged for a big time tonight--can‟t 

name it. 

- John T. Davis of Gainesville is shaking paws with the boys 

this week. 

- Quite an exhibition of democratic symptoms in our city on 

Christmas for a local option county. 

- John Potter formerly of this county is reported to have been 

engaged in another shooting scrape recently in Arkansas. 

- Mosey Hopper says he and Charley Spurlock each have a 

two year old that can down any in the township of the same 

age. 

- Messrs. Boone and Mishler, marble dealers of Gainesville 

have been delivering a fine lot of their work in this vicinity 

during the past week, consisting of monuments and other 

grave decorations, reported the finest every delivered in the 

county. 

- Mrs. Chas. W. Hopper has just purchased a fine monument 

from Messrs. Boon and Mishler of Gainesville, to be placed 

over the grave of her deceased husband.  Also, Mr. W. C. 

Kelton purchased a fine headstone for the grave of his father 

and mother.  And Mr. Clerk Curnutt a very suitable stone for 

the grave of his little son Wilie. 

 

January 3, 1889 (Vol. II, No. 44) 
- Herald, Published every Thursday at Ava, Missouri by 

Bulger & Waters,.  J. K. Bulger, Editor.  G. B. Waters, 

Business Manager. 

- Ads:   

Dr. W. R. Harper, Physician & Surgeon, Ava. 

Geo. B. Waters, Attorney-at-Law, Ava. 

J. H. Payne, Lawyer, Ava, Office in the Hailey building. 

M. H. Osborne, M. D. Physician & Surgeon, Roy, Mo. 

J. T. Hailey, M. D. Physician & Surgeon, Ava.  Office, N. E. 

Corner square, over Hailey‟s Store. 

A. B. Head, Attorney-at-Law, Ava. 

J. K. Bulger, Attorney-at-Law, Ava. 

W. B. Watts, Attorney-at-Law, Ava. 
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J. K. Reed, Attorney-at-Law, Real Es‟t Ag‟t. Office in Court 

House, Ava. 

Bulger & Waters, Real Estate Agents, Ava. 

- Mr. Conklin of Girdner, attended the dance at the Court 

house Tuesday eve. 

- As we go to press we learn that John Matthews, one of the 

escaped Knobbers, has been captured. 

- During the Eclipse on Tuesday last, the boys and girls all 

seemed to want smoked glass with which to gaze upon her 

royal highness--modesty, of course. 

- John Lacy and Louisa Meek--licensed to marry this week--

look out John, Louisa won‟t be Meek after you‟re married--

no sir ve tink she vill be La-cy too. 

- Uncle W. L. Fannon of Spring creek Twp came in to visit us 

yesterday, we enjoy a chat with the good old fathers of Israel, 

for Uncle Fannon like most other possessed of the higher 

attributes, he has added to Godliness good old Republican 

brotherly kindness. 

- Married.  The following marriage licenses were issued by 

Clerk Martin during the past week; James A. Upton of 

Arkansas and Miss Marian E. Brown of this county.  John 

Frakes and Melissa Mathis, Mr. Bernard and Maggie V. 

Schechter.  John T. Miller and Kate Shadon, all of this 

county. 

- G.A.R. Public Installation.  There will be an public 

installation of Officers of the Andy Martin Post, No. 259, 

G.A.R. at the Hall, in Ava, Mo. on Jan. 5th, 1889, at 7 

o‟clock, p.m.  By P. P. C., John H. Martin. 

 

January 10, 1889 (Vol. II, No. 45) 
- A vacancy is noticed in our circle of young folks, caused by 

the absence of Miss Belle Reynolds, Masters Jimmie 

Reynolds and James B. Miller, who are now attending school 

at Mt. Grove.   

- Isaac Kester, one of the leading citizens of our county, living 

some nine or ten miles southwest of town, while on his way 

to mill on Saturday last, was seriously injured by his wagon 

being upset, throwing him to the ground.  We are glad to 

learn that he is much better. 

- The following marriage licenses issued at the Circuit Clerk‟s 

office this week--Hardy Thomas and Manda Morgan, James 

R. Turner and Fannie L. Sager. 

 

January 17, 1889 (Vol. II, No. 46) 
- The little daughter of Mr. and Mrs. W. Mattison Brown, of 

Walls township, this county, was seriously if not fatally 

burned on Wednesday of last week.  The mother had left the 

little one, aged about three years, in the house while she went 

to feed some hops, and hearing the child screaming, she 

rushed in to find its clothes in flames.  Grabbing it, she 

hurried to a tub of water into which she plunged the burning 

mass and extinguished the flame, but not until the child had 

been terribly burned about the face, body and limbs. 

- Missionary exercises at the Hall in Ava, Sunday eve., 

January 20th; Program: Address by Rev. J. Miller, Select 

Reading by Prof. Z. Roberts, Easter by Mrs. Laura Payne.  

Our duty to Missions by Mrs. Alice McDaniel, Ganpati 

Festival by Miss Effa Bulger, Girl bride of India by Miss 

Bessie Martin.  The whole interspersed with singing select 

pieces. 

 

January 24, 1889 (Vol. II, No. 47) 
- Henry Wilson, of Mt. Grove, formerly of this place, visited 

friends here over Sunday. 

- Sheriff Lyons‟ new residence will be ready for its occupant 

by to-morrow. 

- Prof. Murray will deliver a lecture on Penmanship at the Hall 

in Ava, on Friday evening, January 25th, at 7 o‟clock, to 

which everybody is invited. 

- Numerous fox-chases have been indulged in by the boys here 

during the past few days.  Horses and riders with the tooting 

of horns added to the music of the hounds, make the hills 

lively where the chase is in full blast. 

- We are requested to announce Dr. W. C. Lewis, Physician, 

Smallett, Mo. Will attend to all diseases promptly. 

- The residence of Mr. Reese Haden, of Spring Creek 

township, was nearly burned up on Saturday night of last 

week.  The whole of one end being destroyed.  A serious loss 

to Mr. Haden, being a good frame building nearly new, and 

no insurance. 

- Suddenly Called.  Mr. S. E. Comer, of Campbell township, 

this county, aged about 60 years, died very suddenly 

yesterday morning.  He ate his breakfast hearty as usual, then 

walked a little over a half mile to the house of a neighbor, 

and had only spoke a few works when he fell dead.  Mr. 

Comer was one of the most highly respected citizens of our 

county. 

 

January 31, 1889 (Vol. II, No. 48) 
- Official Directory: 

Circuit Judge .............. John F. Hale 

Representative ........... Jared E. Smith 

Probate Judge ............ H. H. Roller 

County Judges ........... D. C. Walker 

John Heard 

H. M. Burchell 

Circuit Clerk .............. John H. Martin 

Sheriff ........................ J. M. Lyons 

County Clerk ............. J. M. Curnutt 

Collector .................... Barney Mallonee 
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Prosecuting Atty W. B. Watts 

Treasurer Wm. M. Miller 

Surveyor J. J. Bell 

School commissioner T. A. Kay 

Public Administrator Jesse Huffman, Sr. 

Justices of Peace J. Casad, Rob‟t Wheeler 

Constable Simon Lakey 

- Sheriff Lyons are safely housed in their new residence in this 

city. 

- Mr. H. M. Miller‟s workmen will commence his new store 

building in a few days. 

- Prof. Murray‟s Normal Pen-Art Hall opened on Monday last 

with a grand success, and still they come. 

- Capt. Ed Pennington‟s new grocery is just opened, where can 

be found the very choicest of every variety of groceries and 

provisions.  South side of the square, Ava. MO. 

- The Best Opening on Earth for the Following Business 

Enterprises.  Neither of which is represented at Ava, the 

county seat of Douglas County, MO. 

A first-class hardware, with tin shop.  Nothing of the kind in 

the county. 

A wagon and carriage factory.  None in the county. 

A canning factory.  Fruit of all kinds in abundance to be had 

cheap. 

A cheese factory.  Milk supply sufficient here for any 

demand, and abundance of pure spring water. 

Shoe store with repair shop.  None in the County.  And there 

are others which we cannot now enumerate. 

 

February 7, 1889 (Vol. II, No. 49) 
- A damage suit or two against road overseers would stop 

some carelessness in leaving impassable mud holes. 

- Go to J. A. G. Reynolds and sons, examine their immense 

stock of goods, and when you get their prices you will look 

no further.  See their Ad in another column. 

- Prof. Murray thoroughly understands teaching the art of 

penmanship; and any one desiring to become a good 

penman, will do well to attend his school at the hall every 

night. 

- If you want choice candies, oranges, lemons, canned goods, 

anything in the line of fancy groceries; trot right over to the 

South side of the square, to Capt. Pennington‟s. 

- Elder Biggs, of the M. E. Church will hold his 4th and last 

quarterly meeting for this conference year on this charge at 

the hall in Ava, Tuesday and Wednesday next, services at 2 

o‟clock p.m. and at night. 

- Our fellow townsmen Mency and Pennington have been 

refitting their grist mill, and now if you want good flour no 

need of going any further, encourage home enterprise, and 

benefit yourself as well as others. 

- Quite a delegation from the Dry creek country are in town 

today, attending the trial of an assault case.  The State vs. 

James McIntosh, for using the rod of correction, on his little 

Grandson, in which is to be decided whether he had the legal 

right to scutch the kid. 

- Mr. Steward, of Knoxville, Tenn. during his visit here some 

time ago, photographed a group of our County Officers, one 

of which pictures was sent to Judge Hale of West Plains, on 

receipt of which the Judge was exhibiting it to friends and 

bystanders who eagerly inquired who the group were, 

whereupon the Judge very gravely remarked, it was a picture 

of a group of the principal outlaws of the country.  One 

individual pointed out Ex-treasurer Hailey, inquiring who 

that was.  That said the Judge is Jesse James.  Another to that 

of Ex-prosecuting attorney Waters.  That said he is one of the 

Younger Boys.  Well said they, we always thought they 

looked like that. 

- Close Call.  M. W. Kelton, intimately known throughout the 

vicinity as “Mosie” Kelton, was sitting at his desk in his 

store in Springfield, a few nights ago when some one 

unknown, fired a shot through a back window, the ball 

passing close to the head of young Kelton and out through 

the front of the building.  No clew to the cowardly miscreant. 

- Order of Publication.  Mary C. Stout, Plaintiff, vs. John F. 

Stout, Defendant.  At this day comes the plaintiff herein by 

her attorney, and files her petition and affidavit, alleging 

among other things, that said defendant is a non-resident of 

the State of Missouri.  Whereupon it is ordered by the clerk 

in vacation that said defendant be notified by publication that 

plaintiff has commenced a suit against him in this court, the 

object and general nature of which is to obtain a divorce 

from the bonds of matrimony now existing between plaintiff 

and defendant.  And unless the said John F. Stout be and 

appear at this court at the next term thereof, to be begun and 

holden at the court house in the town of Ava in said county 

on 25th day of March next, and on or before the sixth day of 

said term answer or plead to the petition in said cause, the 

same will be taken as confessed and judgment will be 

rendered accordingly.  John H. Martin, Clerk, Bulger & Kice, 

Att‟ys. 

- Ad: Jas. Small, M. D. Physician & Surgeon, Smallett, MO. 

 

February 14, 1889 (Vol. II, No. 50) 
- (Issue missing from microfilm) 

 

 

February 21, 1889 (Vol. II, No. 51) 
- Uncle Alex Payne says that if you want to save money on 

groceries or a good lunch, cheese, crackers, oysters etc., just 

give him a call. 
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- If you want your dwelling insured; if you want your stock of 

goods insured or if you want your farm buildings insured, 

call at the Herald office.  We have the best companies in the 

United States. 

- Major Hicks, of Bryant, called on us a day or two ago.  The 

Major can tell you, from his own experience, just what it cost 

to be an East Tennessee or North Carolina Union man, 

during the unpleasantness of „61 to „65.  His character as a 

reliable Christian gentlemen is a sufficient guarantee of truth 

of his statement of having to leave his family, consisting of a 

wife and child, and start with three little corn cakes in his 

pocket, through the woods, and cross the mountains by night, 

to reach the Federal lines where he enlisted, and service 

during the war, and even now, we are satisfied that he thinks 

more of his wife than anybody‟s rebel or Bourbon Democrat. 

- Death has taken from our County, two old and highly 

respected citizens, uncle Billy Brown and uncle Tommy Nix, 

the former of Spring Creek and the latter of Campbell 

township, both died on last Monday and Tuesday morning.  

Since penning the above we learn of still another, Wm. 

Haynes, of Boone township, died Saturday night last, truly 

the old land marks are passing away. 

- Professors Kay and Morris of the Spring creek Normal 

School were in town last Saturday.  They report the school in 

a flourishing condition both in point of numbers in 

attendance and interest, beyond their most ardent 

expectation.  Now what the citizens of Ava should do is to 

give these gentlemen the proper encouragement to induce 

them to establish their school here at the close of this present 

term. The establishment of a first class school in Ava would 

be an improvement to the growth of our town such as could 

not help being appreciated, by every enterprising citizen of 

our community. 

- Smallett News: Prof. T. A. Kay and Prof. R. E. Morris went 

to Ava Saturday. 

 

February 28, 1889 (Vol. II, 52) 
- A move is being made toward incorporating our town. This 

is a move in the right direction. Our streets and side walks 

demand it. 

- Died--Old father Jenkins, of Washington township, another 

old citizen of our county, died Monday morning of this 

week, at the age of 79 years. 

- Rev. Morehead and Henderson have been holding a revival 

service at Arno during the past week, with glorious results.  

Quite a number both old and young, have been enlisted on 

the side of Christianity and right. 

- Died--Mr. W. W. Birch, of this city.  Though known to be 

suffering for some time with lung trouble, yet his death was 

very unexpectedly announced on Tuesday last.  Mr. Birch 

was one of our first citizens, and his death casts a gloom 

upon the community that is deeply felt by all.  He leaves a 

wife and four children, who are bereft of a kind husband and 

father. 

- Ad: J. A. G. Reynolds, M. C. Reynolds, J. D. Reynolds, The 

Old Reliable J. A. G. Reynolds and Son‟s.  Old Stand, Ava. 

Mo.  The largest, the best, and the cheapest in Douglas 

county.  Just received a choice stock of dry goods, groceries, 

boots and shoes, hats and caps, notions, hardware, cutlery, 

etc. etc. 

- Ad: John F. Miller, Andy P. Miller, Miller Bro‟s, new 

store, new goods, just received.  First door west of 

Courthouse. Ava. 

 

March 7, 1889 (Vol. III, No. 1) 
- Some more young folks condensed: William Woods and 

Mattie Goodman, James Morrison and Emily J. Horner, G. 

W. Pettit and Melvina Sweet. 

- The new addition, known as the Reynolds and Hailey 

addition to the city of Ava, will be offering some fine 

building locations.  Get our Academy properly under way 

and we will need them sure. 

- Married--On the 28th inst., Mr. Joshua Foster and Miss Polly 

Stephens, of Boone township, Squire Bowdre officiating. 

- Rev. W. H. Morehead will be here next Saturday night to 

commence a revival service of a week or ten days. 

- Jasper Kinder, the blind musician of South Missouri, gave 

his interesting entertainment at the Ava Hall last evening.  

Jasper is a fine musician, and all who hear him are bound to 

feel that they have enjoyed a musical treat of a high order, 

and may be added, they have listened to him who is so 

worthy of patronage, not only on account of being blind, but 

his genial, Christian character. 

- With this number begins the new and third Volume in the 

existence of the Herald, and with a continuation of the 

encouragement thus far received, we hope to be able to make 

it a welcome visitor in, at least, every Republican household 

in this, and adjoining counties, and while we propose to do 

and dare, with all the energy of which our little ability will 

make us capable, in advocating the cause of Republicanism. 

 

March 14, 1889 (Vol. III, No. 2) 

- Fearing that the hotels may be crowded during court, the 

Board of Trustees of the town have arranged to have 

calaboose or lockup completed by that time. 

- Hon. John M. Lewis will preach at the Hall, in Ava, on the 

5th Sabbath in this month, at 11 o‟clock a.m. 

- As we go to press we learn that a grand, enjoyable time was 

had at the musical entertainment, given by the blind boy, 
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Jasper Kinder, at Silver Shade last night.  Everybody 

cheered.  All seemed glad they were living. 

- This is Ava just the same--don‟t think because the town is 

improving at a rate you had not dreamed of, that we care to 

change the name, and if you don‟t know the town in the 

course of a few weeks or months, just stop and inquire, and if 

you should get on a “whiz” while here and chance to be 

taken before his honor (the mayor, Uncle Jim Hailey) may 

impress it upon your mind, that you are in the town--sure! 

- We hope our readers will excuse us just this time for the 

small amount of reading matter in our editorial, and local 

pages.  Bro. Hailey, of the Democrat, and we, of the Herald, 

joined our forces on a job of printing something less than an 

acre of city ordinances, thinking we could rush them through, 

but the consequence has been that it will hurry us both to get 

our papers out this week, which prevents us from being able 

to issue a supplement, and the legal notices are almost 

monopolizing our space, but we will endeavor to do better in 

the future. 

- Notice of Publication. Homestead claim.  Mary M. Duran, 

formerly Mary M. Huffman, widow of David B. Huffman 

deceased.  Homestead application No. 11,290. 

- Notice of Publication. Homestead claim.  Thomas K. 

Yandell. Homestead application No. 9507. 

- Notice of Publication. Homestead claim.  Daniel J. Wood. 

Homestead application No. 11,404. 

- Notice of Publication. Homestead claim.  Andrew J. Capps. 

Homestead application No. 11,127. 

 

March 21, 1889 (Vol. III, No. 3) 
- Professor Morris Sundayed in Ava. 

- Miller Bros are agents for the celebrated Avery Chilled Plow. 

- Prof. Kay and daughter Ethel were the guests of Ava friends 

Saturday. 

- Jasper Kinder gave an entertainment at Pilot Knob Monday 

night. 

- Married--Isaac Duggan, aged eighteen, and Miss Cora Belle 

Lusk, aged fourteen, of Washington township; Squire 

Wheeler officiating.  A little young to commence buffeting 

the storms of life--thusly. 

- Killed--Little George, six year old son of Wm. Hendrix, 

living near Arno, this county, was killed by a horse yesterday 

morning.  Mr. Hendrix told the child to drive the horse away, 

and in doing so he picked up a stick or something of the kind 

to scare the horse, whereupon he reared up and pawed the 

child down, sinking a cork of his shoe in the little fellow‟s 

skull before help could reach him. 

 

March 28, 1889 (Vol. III, No. 4) 
- (Issue missing from microfilm) 

April 4, 1889 (Vol. III, No. 5) 
- Uncle Austin Reynolds still continues poorly with but little 

change in his condition, though hopes are entertained of his 

recovery. 

- Oh! Say, can‟t we have another nice sociable time, like unto 

our box supper, in the near future for the benefit of fencing 

our school grounds. 

- Today another of the famous whiskey cases, State vs. H. M. 

Miller, was put upon trial, but the state failed to make a case.  

The Prosecuting Attorney then entered a nol. pros. in the 

balance, some twenty in all.  Ta-ta. 

- The supper given Monday night by the ladies of Ava was a 

grand success socially and financially.  Mrs. G. B. Waters 

and Miss Bessie Martin receiving greatest number of votes as 

most handsome ladies, received cakes. 

- In the case of the State vs. Simon Lakey, Jr. charged with 

having committed rape upon one Minera Martin, about one 

year ago, the case was tried yesterday, the Jury hung eight 

for conviction and four for acquittal. 

- How about Arbor Day, will our citizens young and old, turn 

out and clean up the school grounds; get out the grubs, old 

trees that are not good and set others where they are needed 

and pick up all the rocks and fix up the whole thing 

generally.  All that will do this, report at this office at one 

o‟clock to-morrow, April 5th, and we will all agree to do our 

part. 

- Well, we have courted too much lately as for ourself we are 

used up, court room has been in a bad condition so that colds 

have been the echo from the Court, the Bar, and all.  Can‟t 

our County Court see to it that the room is completed and in 

good shape by another term if not let us see to it that we have 

one elected that will. 

- Proceedings of the Circuit Court. 

   Mary C. Stout vs. John F. Stout.  Divorce. Continued. 

Lewis Hampton vs. Millie Hampton. Divorce. Dismissed. 

State versus Andrew Stout et al.  Petit larceny.  Acquitted. 

State versus Simon Lakey.  Rape.  Hung jury. 

State versus H. M. Miller.  Selling liquor without license.  

Acquitted. 

State versus Zack Wells.  Gamboling.  Indictment quashed. 

- Probate Court Docket: 

Joseph Davis, G and C of the minor heirs of S. S. Potter, first 

annual settlement. 

G. F. Sanders, G and C of James R. Sanders, minor heirs of 

Elijah Sanders, deceased. 

 

April 11, 1889 (Vol. III, No. 6) 
- William Pennington is having his dwelling remodeled and 

repaired. 
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- J. A. G. Reynolds, Jr. has gone back to Mt. Grove to school.  

He had been home on a week‟s visit. 

- Uncle Austin Reynolds is not better and his condition is 

more critical than at any period since his sickness. 

- The Avaites have been building more fences this spring than 

every before in the history of our city, and in fact there has 

been more improvements of every kind, made in the past 

year than in any two years before.  Ava is improving and 

don‟t you forget. 

- Several of our people have taken the Oklahoma and 

Washington Territory fever and are preparing to migrate 

hither in the near future.  They may better their condition by 

the move, but we would advise them to let well enough 

alone.  We expect to see four out of five of them back in old 

Douglas inside of five years. 

 

April 18, 1889 (Vol. III, No. 7) 
- (Issue devoted to listings of tax assessments for the county). 

 

April 25, 1889 (Vol. III, No. 8) 
- Uncle Austin Reynolds is some better. 

- Dr. Morehead‟s youngest son is clerking for W. C. Kelton. 

- A number of young ladies are attending Prof. Roberts‟ 

school. 

- We are headquarters for Insurance, representing the old 

reliable Niagara Fire Insurance Company. 

- We are glad to note the new acquisition to the medical 

fraternity of our city.  Dr. Morehead, late of Ozark, Christian 

county.  We speak for the doctor a hearty welcome. 

- Jim and Billy Reynolds, John F. Miller and Chas. Bulger 

went to Arno fishing yesterday evening.  Arno seems to be a 

great fishing point for Ava‟s young men. 

- Our school board are hoping to be able to secure the services 

of Prof. Rutan and wife, of Deshler, Ohio, for the coming 

term.  Should they be successful, we will have a school that 

will be second to none. 

- Clerk Martin has issued the following marriage licenses: 

William E. Gettis to Patsy Summers, Charles Horner to 

Elizabeth Applegate, W. M. Keaton to Nancy Conrad, David 

A. Rankin to Ella J. Brocket. 

- Now we come again.  Here‟s to you for a grand social at the 

hall, with a good, old time box supper for the benefit of our 

school house and grounds.  We want a fence and new seats, 

and the building fixed up generally, and we can have this if 

we will, and no one feel the expense. 

- We are sorry to note the failure of our School Board to 

secure the services of Pro‟s Kay and Morris for our school, 

the result of our loss has been the gain of our neighbors of 

Arno. 

- Ad: Dr. W. H. Morehead, Physician & Surgeon, Ava Office 

at the Hailey House.  Consultation at office free.  Is a 

graduate of the eclectic school. 

 

May 2, 1889 (Vol. III, No. 9) 
- Young and old, large, tall and small!  Don‟t forget to be on 

hand with your dimes , at the festival next Tuesday night. 

- Messrs. Mency & Pennington, our enterprising mill men, are 

adding a boiler to the improvements in the machinery line of 

their grist mill at this place. 

- Dot Effie saddled her pony Tuesday and struck out for 

Bryant, and Miss Millie Harper in another direction, both 

having secured schools, propose to teach. 

- For first class house painting, graining, paper hanging, etc., 

call on J. J. Smith, Ava. 

- The jury in the case of the State vs. J. Potter, recently tried at 

West Plains, returned a verdict of guilty, and assessed a 

punishment of two years in the penitentiary. 

- The ladies of Ava will give a box supper at the Hall, on next 

Tuesday night May 7th, for the benefit of the school building 

and fencing for the school grounds.  Admission, 10 cents; 

boxes 15 cents. 

- A letter from our Oklahoma representative, John Payne, says 

the country is considerably inhabited on short notice, and 

that he has had good luck in securing a claim, and a town lot 

in one of the new cities of that country.  We wish him 

abundant success. 

- Mrs. Martha Cantrell, daughter of Elias Cobb, was married 

to Mr. Wm. McKaskey this morning.  Rev. S. S. Roberts 

officiating. 

 

May 9, 1889 (Vol. III, No. 10) 
- Well Douglas has a temporary jail, having rented half of the 

Ava corporation jail or lockup. 

- Uncle Jim Hailey has been quite sick for the past few days 

but we are glad to learn that he is much better. 

- Sad, but true!  The new fence will soon interfere with the 

quiet repose of the town hogs under our school building. 

- Uncle Austin Reynolds was a welcome sight as he walked up 

street a day or two ago, being the first time after many weeks 

serious illness. 

- Boys, get your muscles in shape.  The street commissioner 

will extend to you his compliments in a day or two for 

amusements on the streets. 

- The box supper at the Hall last Tuesday night was well 

attended and everybody seemed glad they were living as a 

general, good sociable time was had, and the financial part of 

it was amply sufficient for the purpose intended, being 

$21.25. 
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- Martin Singleton, proprietor of the Singleton House of this 

place, met with an accident yesterday evening, which, though 

not of a serious character, is none the less painful.  In trying 

to hold a cow with a rope on her horn, the animal started to 

run, passing a post, jerked Mr. Singleton‟s hand against the 

post with such violence that the rope cut off two of his 

fingers at the first joint. 

- Resolutions of Respect.  Our beloved brother, Nathan M. 

Pierce has been removed from our midst by death, therefore 

be it resolved, that in the death of Bro. Pierce this lodge has 

lost a consistent and upright member, his family a kind and 

affectionate husband and father, and society an honest and 

exemplary citizen.  Committee: L. O. Hailey, J. A. Payne, 

James Hailey. 

 

May 16, 1889 (Vol. III, No. 11) 
- Memorial services at the Hall, Sabbath the 26th. 

- George B. Waters having purchased the McDaniel property, 

is finishing it up in tasty order. 

- Two or three of our Ava boys, Mat O‟Grady, Horace 

Curnutt, and Billy Reynolds, will take in the Mt. Grove 

school excursion to Mammoth Springs, to-morrow. 

- The shocking scene at Ozark, the execution of the Bald 

Knobbers resulting as it did in a massacre, a description of 

which will be found in another column; can hardly result in a 

feeling of approbation from any quarter. 

- H. M. Miller‟s new business building begins to loom up and 

will make a very credible acquisition to our city. 

- The Slide will undoubtedly prove a success.  It will be able 

to provide occupants for both the calaboose and bone yard. 

- The resignation of the Post Masters at the Dogwood and 

Heth offices will necessitate the appointment of two new 

officials at least in this county. 

- The Herald man, in company with Mr. Pratt of St. Louis, 

Sundayed with Mr. Morris and family of Rockbridge, Ozark 

county.  We found our host and hostess, Mr. and Mrs. 

Morris, people of the most pleasant cultured and enterprising 

character, such as makes one pleased to have formed their 

acquaintance. 

 

May 23, 1889 (Vol. III, No. 12) 
- Fay Burrows and J. H. Elliott, of Olive Springs, were in the 

city Tuesday. 

- J. D. Reynolds is treating his house to a complete outfit of 

screen doors.  B. F. Tallman is doing the work. 

- Geo. B. Waters‟ new residence will soon be completed in 

grand style.  He gets all the material of the Ritchie Lumber 

Company, at Mansfield. 

- We were informed last week that J. F. Patterson, the post 

master at Heth, had resigned which we have since learned 

was untrue, and offer this as an apology. 

- The following marriage licenses have been issued by Clerk 

Martin: John P. Watkins to Arnie Filler, Samuel Cross to 

Vina J. Turner, George Hatfield to Serrilda Potter. 

- Notice of Publication: Homestead claim, William H. 

Johnson.  Homestead application No. 9,904 for the lot 2 nw 

qr w hf lots 1 and w ne qr. Sec 6, tp 2_ Range 12w.  

Witnesses: John Dugger, Daniel Smith, Calvin Wilson, and 

Quincy Bowden, all of Cold Springs, MO. 

- Ava Mo. May 17, 1889.  Editor Herald:--Some time ago I 

concluded not to trouble our local newspapers with replies to 

the idiotic utterances of those who seemed proud to abuse 

and vilify everyone regardless of age or sex, and I must 

confess that the job I now under take to exhibit, it in true 

light, the mental deformity, and quint-essence of pure and 

unadulterated cussedness, of certain bipeds whose chief 

stock-in-trade is calumny, vituperation and billingsgate, 

whose chief delight is filth flinging, besmearing and 

bedaubing each and every one who does not really connive at 

rascality, and approve of the idiosyncrasy of every moon-

struck imagination.  For many months past, a certain little 

snoot wiper published in Ava, the editor of which verily 

believes that he is the living personification of all that is 

great, grand and lovely.  A distinguished knight of the paste 

cup, who bellows about Democracy worst than a bob tailed 

bovine in fly time, when the fact is that, politically, he has 

not an idea about a yearling goat.  Knows no more about the 

principles of Democracy than a Madagascar monkey, yet this 

self constituted guardian of the people of this county, would 

be leader of the Democracy of Douglas county, who really 

has not sense enough to lead a blind mule to water, seems to 

have take a special delight in abusing me in his lying little 

sheet, all without any cause or provocation, whatever.  No 

man in Ava, or throughout Douglas county, with any brains 

or decency, has escaped from this lying, slanderous pen.  It is 

true that here, where he is so well known, it matters but little 

what he might utter or write, but in remote parts of the 

county, there may be a few who might be misled into the 

belief that he has told the truth once or twice since his birth.  

In the last issue of that diminutive “filth rag,” he accuses the 

judges of our county with drinking whiskey; accuses George 

B. Waters with rascality, and my humble self with being 

responsible for the “otter slide” running loose.  Now the truth 

is, some month ago, this same paper pusher published a long 

list of names each of whom, he said, would make an affidavit 

against Bob Lee for selling liquor.  In that list appeared his 

own classic cognomen, but, when I followed him all over 

Ava, entreating him to come to the schatch and make an 
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affidavit, he flatly refused, and then with that sardonic grin, 

for which he is noted, he that is the sapient filth flinger of 

that sheet, continues to lie knowingly, wilfully, and 

maliciously about me, charging me with remissness of duty, 

in not jerking the bottom out of the otter slide.  The fact is, 

that if the slide should shut up shop and go out of business, 

its best customer, the Democrat man, would be cut off from 

his daily rations. 

I hope you will pardon me for the length of this 

communication, for I readily admit the fact that anything 

emanating from that den of filth and sewer of iniquity, could 

not possibly injure any respectable individual, and he is not 

of sufficient importance to merit a two-line item, much less a 

whole column. 

The Courts of our County will grind away as usual; 

George B. Waters will attend strictly, promptly, and honestly 

to his own business.  The Herald will pursue the even tenor 

of its way, and, your writer will continue to discharge his 

official duties, despite the idiotic-grumblings of the 

champion prevaricator of the Southwest.  

Yours Respectfully, W. B. Watts. 

P.S. Since writing the above I learn that the Democrat man 

was refused credit at the “slide” for ten cent worth of “rot 

gut,” which readily explains his ripping, ranting, and 

bellowing. 

 

May 30, 1889 (Vol. III, No. 13) 
- Allen S. Meek, of Arno, has been granted an increase of 

pension. 

- For cheap powder go to the Cider Slide. 

- The Marshal of the Supreme Court of Missouri was down 

last Sunday and took Parson Haws to the state penitentiary at 

Jefferson City, where he will serve out a two years sentence 

for forgery. 

- George Turner and James Watts now languish in the cooler, 

as the natural result of their last nights carousal.  These two 

young men came to town and filled up on bad whisky, and 

while fooling with a pop, Watts shot himself through the leg.  

Dr. Harper was called and extracted the ball and dressed the 

young man‟s wound.  No sooner had he left the Dr.‟s office 

than he commenced to fire off his pistol, which brought out 

the town Marshal, and when he captured the outfit they had 

broken into the mill.  It is said that one of the men in the 

outfit is a detective and had ferreted out several of the bad 

deeds of the crows while he has been with them.  We will 

give full particulars next week. 

- Springfield Republican: George Hale, of Douglas county, 

formerly presiding judge of the court of that county, was 

suddenly taken ill at the wagon yard on Campbell St. south 

of Walnut a day or two ago, and died yesterday.  His disease 

was cerebral apoplexy.  When he was first attacked, Newt 

Williams telegraphed the fact to his son, who arrived 

yesterday accompanied by his wife.  The message had to go 

overland from the nearest station on the Memphis road, a 

distance of about 30 miles.  The deceased was about fifty-

eight years old, a prominent citizen of Douglas county and 

had quite a number of friends in Springfield. 

 

June 6, 1889 (Vol. III, No. 14) 
- Our county jail has two or three regular boarders. 

- The new business house of Mr. H. M. Miller is fast nearing 

completion and when finished will be a credit to our town. 

- Mr. William Horner, purchased the front portion of the jail 

lot, this week, and we are informed proposed to erect a feed 

store in the near future. 

- Irving Trowbridge, of Vera Cruz, received a telegram from 

Gibson, Ill, Monday, informing him that his mother was not 

expected to live, and asking him to come at once. 

- Why don‟t some enterprising individual put up a canning 

factory here?  As, with the present prospect, if not injured yet 

in some way the peach crop alone in this vicinity would 

abundantly warrant the enterprise, as hundreds of bushels 

must otherwise necessarily go to waste. 

- Our Sabbath school was reorganized in part on last Sabbath 

by the election of Mr. Curnutt, Superintendent, and Mr. Jeff 

Bell assistant.  As the former superintendent J. K. Bulger, 

having moved to the country made it inconvenient for him to 

be in regular attendance. 

- Notice: I can be found up stairs over Payne‟s grocery store, 

and will repair boots and shoes in a workman-like style.  J. J. 

Sloan. 

- In memory of George Hale.  Judge George Hale, for twelve 

years presiding judge of the county court of Douglas county 

died in Springfield, Mo. on the 29th ult., and was buried at 

the Huffman cemetery on Little Beaver on 31st ult., under 

Masonic auspices.  There were over 700 people in the 

procession, who were present to speak words of praise for 

this honest and capable old man.  His official record was 

clean and Douglas county was benefited by his good 

judgment.  His private career was one of pleasure to all who 

had the opportunity to know him.  Judge Hale will be sadly 

missed by the people of Douglas county.  For the benefit of 

our readers we will give a short statement of his sickness and 

death.  While in Springfield in company with several men 

from Little Beaver, among them his son and son-in-law, he 

was suddenly taken with apoplexy, and although every 

means was used to save him, they failed, and he succumbed 

to the inevitable.  His family was telegraphed for and arrived 

a few hours before his death, but he was unconscious from a 

few minutes after his first attack.  His remains were shipped 
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to Sparta and from there taken to Little Beaver by wagon, 

where they were interred by the Masonic fraternity.  The 

largest concourse of people every seen in our county 

followed his remains to the grave.  Father Grundy delivered 

an able and eloquent eulogy over the remains, while the 

family and friends passed through and viewed the remains 

for the last time.  His address coupled with the sad scene 

before them caused many strong men to shed tears.  The 

scene was a sad one, and every person present went away 

impressed that a good man was gone. 

- Notice for Publication: Land Office at Springfield, Mo., May 

16th, 1889.  George F. Sanders.  Homestead Application No. 

9.381 for the se qr section er, township 26, range 17.  

Witnesses: Calaway Rogers, John Nowland, Asa Powers, 

and J. Cox, all of Roy, MO. 

 

June 20, 1889 (Vol. III, No. 16) 
- Died--William A., son of James M. Spurlock and wife, June 

11th, 1889. 

- Miss Belle Reynolds and her brother Jimmie, returned home 

from Mt. Grove, Sunday. 

- A number of Ava‟s young people will attend the closing of 

Silver Shade School tomorrow. 

- The M.E. Church will hold their first quarterly meeting at the 

Pilot Knob school house, five miles Northwest of Ava, 

beginning on Tuesday night, the 25th inst.  Quarterly 

conference on Wednesday morning and preaching at 11 

o‟clock a.m.  The presiding elder will conduct the services. 

- The party at Arno, on last Friday night, given by the Misses 

Turner in honor of their guests, Miss Viola Stafford and Miss 

Lucy Bradford, of Marionville, was a delightful social event.  

Refreshments were served at eleven, after which games, 

music, etc. were indulged in until the wee small hours.  

Those present from Ava were Miss Ora Watts, Josie Cox, 

Effie Bulger, Messrs Will Kelly, A. B. Head, Ed Morehead 

and John F. Miller. 

- Notice of Publication.  Land Office of Springfield.  Flora A. 

Burden, formerly Flora A. Gaulden, widow of Thomas C. 

Gaulden, deceased.  Homestead application No. 9,282 for s 

hf lot w sw qr sec 7 twp 2_ range 14 and e hf se qr sec sw 

and ne qr sec 13 tp 25 range 15.  Witnesses, John M. 

Thurman, William M. Strong, George L. Thurman, and 

Thomas S. Brown, all of Heth, Douglas county, MO. 

 

June 27, 1889 (Vol. III, No. 17) 
- Dr. Hailey‟s new post office building begins to “loom up.” 

- W. C. Kelton is having his store building painted up in fine 

shape. 

- Wash Young of this county, says he now sports at his house 

the first and last president of the United States, George 

Washington having been a resident there for years and on last 

Monday night Benjamin Harrison arrived.  The late arrival of 

course, being the present ruler, requires considerable 

attention.  Ben puts on a good many airs, refusing to do 

anything but milk. 

- Notice to Teachers: A Three Weeks Normal School.  There 

will be a three weeks Normal Training School held in 

Douglas county during the month of July.  For the 

convenience of the teachers of the county we will hold the 

institute at the following places: Commencing at Arno, July 

8th, and continuing one week.  At Ava July 15th and 

continuing one week, and at the Clifty Hall July 22nd, and 

continuing one week.  The expense of these three weeks will 

be but a very small item to the teachers of Douglas county, as 

I have made arrangements with Prof. R. E. Morris, so that the 

tuition will be free. 

Now, fellow teachers, please allow me to make one more 

earnest appeal to you to be present at the commencement of 

the school and remain with us until it closes.  No true 

teacher, who has the interest of the education of the children 

of Douglas county at heart can afford to miss this splendid 

opportunity. Teachers who are thinking that they can farm 

three-fourths of the year and then teach a three or four 

months school just because it is convenient or because they 

are a little pressed for money, are going to be sadly mistaken.  

Because the law now requires that each and every teacher 

must pass a written examination, and that the examination 

must average at least 80 per cent of the questions submitted.  

The time as come that teachers must look upon teaching as a 

profession, and prepare themselves for the same.  There is no 

professional man who has greater responsibilities resting 

upon him than the true teacher. 

Henry Ward Beecher says that angels might feel 

themselves honored, to have the care and keeping of those 

“little ones” at the time the teachers take charge of them.  

Then who can afford to sent their children to a teachers who 

says, “I hate teaching.  I haven‟t time to attend a teacher‟s 

normal.  I never aim to teach after this session.”  Such 

teachers, I care not who they are, are a clog in the wheel of 

education, and the sooner they are removed, the better it will 

be for the children of Douglas county.  Then I call upon 

every true teacher, who loves the profession of teaching, to 

come to the front ranks, and aid us to unclog the wheels of 

Douglas county upon such a basis that not only the teachers, 

but the citizens can boast of them.  When our schools are put 

upon such a basis you will see every industry of our county 

receiving more attention and, not only that, but the very best 

class immigration will be induced to make their homes with 

us. 
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Hoping that each and every teacher of Douglas county will 

commence now to talk institute work and talk it until it 

convenes, and then come and help us to talk it for three 

weeks, I am as ever your most obedient servant.  Thomas A. 

Kay, County School Commissioner. 

- J. K. Bulger, Editor: We, of Ava, had better take something 

to work off the scurvy of do lessness or get some horse 

doctor to bleed the whole business, and infuse instead, the 

blood of a turtle, or some swift, enterprising critter, or else 

get a good scratchative cat to come and scratch gravel over, 

and completely cover from the sight of future generations 

that which was once known as Ava, the county seat of 

Douglas county, situated in one of the best counties in the 

State, blessed by our Creator with all the natural advantages 

that could be asked for.  And yet, our people, (We speak of 

those who are the leading capitalists and men of all classes 

and professions, and especially those that are able) think of 

nothing but the almighty dollar.  To think that we must go 

somewhere else if we celebrate the 4th, and that is not all, it 

will be soon that we must go somewhere else.  If we want to 

go to church with members of the M. E. Church worth their 

thousands, and other denominations the same, and yet we 

have no church building in Ava, the county seat, and here too 

where God has blessed some with abundance, so that they 

could build a church themselves and thereby erect a 

monument to their memory more lasting and grand than all 

the marble and granite in America, to say nothing of their 

more abundant entrance into the land of bliss.   

 

July 4, 1889 (Vol. III, No. 18) 
- The Avaites, those who were left in town, had a nice picnic 

near the spring, and celebrated in a quite way.  They had a 

fine time. 

 

July 11, 1889 (Vol. III, No. 19) 
- Martin Singleton has begun work on his Hotel building. 

- J. W. Carson and Calvin Wilson of this place have been 

granted pensions. 

- Henry Wilson, of Mt. Grove, is in the city visiting friends 

this week.  

- Remember that next Saturday means Alive or die@ to the 

Fair Association. 

- Will the school board yet permit the lumber to rot on the 

ground before they proceed to finish the fence around the 

school house? 

- The Normal is in progress at Arno under the supervision of 

Profs. Kay and Morris, with the following teachers in 

attendance: Isaac Leonard, H. T. James, N. P. Freeman, G. B. 

Wilson, Martha Surguine, Emma Small, A. H. Buchanan, C. 

D. Dewhirst, John Duncklee, I. L. Hart, T. W. Davis, W. E. 

Morris, S. Y. Helms, J. J. Freeman, Ida Turner, Ollie Abbott, 

Almer Osborn, Sallie Turner, J. M. Eddings, J. H. Lewis, 

John Malloy, J. A. Herrell, J. B. Jones, H. J. Ruyle, J. G. 

Siler, Mildie Siler, Jennie K. McKeeman, Lou 

Clinkingbeard, T. E. Surguine, G. W. Barnes, Nellie Blakey, 

Mrs. Calla Plumb, Henry S. Wilson.  Term closes Friday at 

Arno and begins at Ava Monday. 

 

July 18, 1889 (Vol. III, No. 20) 
- Died, last night, Dollie, the 14 year old daughter of Mr. 

Twiggs who lives about 4 miles west of town. 

- The Ava Normal, under the control of Prof‟s Kay and 

Morris, is being well attended by the enterprising teachers of 

the county. 

- The blackberry crop seems somewhat numerous.  They are 

being sold on the streets in large or small quantities at 5 cents 

per gallon. 

- Since the talk of local option being busted, our County Clerk 

has put in something looking like a bar counter in his office, 

but we suppose he intended it to lay the records on. 

- Miller Bros. have moved into their new store building, and 

are daily receiving new goods.  In a short time they will have 

the finest store in the city, as their new building is a dandy. 

- Clerk Martin has issued the following licenses: Elijah 

Anderson to Lizetta Luttrell, John Sweeper to Nancy C. 

Gentry, W. J. Massey to Eliza Collins, Thos. W. Hockett to 

Urbana E. Webb, Samuel B. Johnson to Clara B. Davis, F. 

M. Medlock to Mary Griskell, B. H. Kitterman to Minnie 

Gillette, Walker Shelton to Ida May Gillette. 

- Notice of Publication: Land Office of Springfield. 

Homestead Applications: 

Jefferson Haynes, No. 19372.  Witnesses: Samuel L. 

Wagner, Lewis Holeman, David H. Hunter, and George 

Holeman, all of Very Cruz. 

Andrew J. Hamby, No. 9,319.  Witnesses David 

Thompson of Squires, George D. Haden of Rome, Joe 

Davis of Ava, and Jesse J. Dickerson of Smallett. 

- J. K. Bulger, Editor.  Valedictory.  With this issue closes our 

connection with the Herald as its editor, having sold our 

interest in the same to Mr. Waters, who will continue its 

publication, and for whom we hope the friends of the Herald 

will give their support, such as will enable him to make it a 

paper at all times worthy of patronage.  J. K. Bulger. 

 

July 25, 1889 (Vol. III, No. 21) 
- G. B. Waters, Editor and Prop‟r.  To our Patrons.  With this 

issue we take full control of the Herald, having purchased the 

interest of J. K. Bulger in the same. Having been interested 

in the publishing of the paper since December last, we deem 

it hardly necessary now to make a formal announcement of 
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only a partial change in its management.  Respectfully, Geo. 

B. Waters. 

- J. H. Martin issued the following marriage license this week: 

Henry Cruzen to Lillie Thomas and J. M. Webster to 

Victoria Blankenship. 

- There will be a grand pic-nic on Mill hollow, near Bryant, 

eight miles northeast of Ava, on Saturday, August 3rd, 1889.  

Amusements of all kinds.  Good speaking.  Let every one 

come and have good time. 

- The new post office building is nearly completed and our 

new postmaster, J. T. Hailey, will soon move in with the post 

office outfit, and as a “new broom sweeps clean” the patrons 

of the office will expect their mail, (newspapers included) on 

call. 

- The second quarterly meeting of the M. E. Church, will be 

held at Fry‟s school house, ten miles nearly south of Ava, 

August 3rd, 4th, and 5th.  Presiding Elder Biggs will conduct 

the services. 

- There will be a camp-meeting at Arno, commencing on 

Friday night before the first Sunday in August.  A large shed 

is being built and preparations being made for a large crowd.  

One hundred acres of pasture free for horses.  All are 

cordially invited to come and camp; meeting will continue 

two weeks.  The meeting will be conducted by Dr. 

Morehead.  Several preachers from a distance will be in 

attendance.  Plenty of water and a beautiful camp-grounds; 

the place being located convenient to get to; in the forks of 

the Ava and Arno road, also the Arno and Gainesville road, 

just across the creek from Arno. 

- We desire again to call the attention of the various district 

school directors to the new school law in reference to a six 

months term of school for each year.  Every district is 

required to have a six months term of school for the coming 

school year, provided a forty-cent levy in the district for 

teachers wages will pay for it.  Every district that fails to run 

the forty-cent levy, and do not have six months school, will 

become unorganized territory and be hereafter barred from 

any benefit of the State school fund.  Take warning directors 

and authorize the County Clerk to make the levy and save 

your organization as a school district. 

- Col. L. O. Hailey, editor of the Douglas County Democrat, 

was arrested by U. S. Marshal Graves, on Tuesday, the 31st 

inst, and taken to Springfield for trial.  We understand that 

Mr. Hailey is charged with being too familiar with other 

people‟s mail.  It was supposed that Mr. Hailey was aware of 

the fact that the post office department is now under a 

Republican administration and that it would not pay to open 

letters not addressed to him.  We are very sorry for Mr. 

Hailey, and hope he will prove himself innocent.  Heretofore 

he has been considered a harmless sort of an individual, and 

people are much surprised to hear that he is getting so 

energetic. 

 

August 1, 1889 (Vol. III, No. 22) 
- Married.  On the 28th ulti. Mr. Jonah Foster and Miss Mary 

Brown of Vera Cruz were united in bonds of matrimony.  

Squire Bowdre tied the knot. 

- Prof. J. S. Mercer is holding a preliminary session of the 

Douglas County Normal School in this city.  The regular 

term will commence on Monday, the 5th inst. 

- F. M. Richard, of Rome, this county, has sold out his stock of 

goods to his son, L. J. Richards, who will continue the 

business at this place.  Mr. Richards is a live energetic man 

and we wish him success. 

- On Monday the 5th inst., Prof. J. S. Mercer will commence 

the first term of the Douglas County Normal School of Ava, 

Missouri.  Prof. Mercer is an able and experienced teacher 

and will undoubtfully give the city of Ava a first class 

Normal School of which Douglas county can be proud and 

which will be of great advantage to the young ladies and 

gentlemen of Douglas and surrounding counties who are 

preparing themselves for the responsible position of teachers 

of public schools.  As only a nominal tuition fee will be 

charged for pupils who are nonresidents of this district.  This 

will enable people of limited means to give their children the 

advantages of an education in the higher branches, thus 

fitting them for any position in life and at the same time 

encourage home enterprise. 

- Notice.  All Paupers dependant on Douglas county will be 

sold at public auction, at the east door of the court house, in 

Ava, to the lowest and best bidder, on Monday, August 5th, 

1889.  All persons who desire to bid for the keeping of the 

paupers of Douglas county for the coming year must be on 

hand and make their bid at that time.  By Order of the Court. 

 

August 8, 1889 (Vol. III, No. 23) 
- The new addition to the Singleton Hotel is now complete. 

- Capt. W. L. Fannon, of Spring Creek, called at the Herald 

office yesterday. 

- On the 4th of August, John A. Spurlock and Miss Jennie 

Huffman were up before Squire Casad, charged with 

matrimony; they were arraigned, plead guilty, and sentenced 

to life.  The Col. was not consulted; the Squire was afraid he 

might dismiss and bring the case before the grand jury, or 

what would be worse, apply to the Governor for a 

detachment of State Militia to settle the matter.  Subscriber. 

- Ava, MO.  August 4th, 1889.  The following list of letters, 

remaining in this office, which if not called for in 30 days, 

will be sent to the Dead Letter office:   

  Cunningham, J. B. 
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Fulton, Miss Emma E. 

Graham, William 

McCay, George B. 

When called for please say advertised.  J. T. Hailey, P. M. 

- Ad: Grand Celebration at Ava, Missouri on Saturday, August 

17th, 1889.   

Program: 

The procession will leave Ava at 9 o‟clock by the Seymour 

Band.  

Arriving at the grounds, the Hon. W. B. Watts will deliver 

a speech, followed by the Hon. A. C. Kice.  Reading by 

Prof. Z. Roberts, followed by a thrilling Elocutionary 

effort by Prof. J. S. Mercer. 

Dinner. 

Foot races, 100 yards, for men and boys, for purse.  Sack 

races, wheelbarrow races, slow mule race, for prize. 

Grand Base Ball Game between the Ava and Pembina base 

ball club, who will play a match game for the 

championship of Southwest Missouri and a purse of $50.  

There will be swings, lemonade stands, watermelon stands 

and dancing platforms and all kinds of amusements.  

Everybody is invited to attend and to bring their baskets 

well filled with eatables.  Come one, come all. 

Committee on Arrangements: Wm. Miller, John Miller, 

and John. W. Singleton. 

 

August 15, 1889 (Vol. III, No. 24) 
- Calvin Wilson has nearly completed an addition to his city 

residence. 

- J. H. Martin is having the foundation laid for a fine barn. 

- L. O. Hailey is receiving the lumber for his new residence. 

- J. J. Bell and J. M. Curnutt are building a partnership barn on 

the line between their lots. 

- Deputy Sheriff D. B. Sloan is receiving lumber for a 

dwelling house on his lots. 

- Squire G. W. Bowdre has the material all ready to commence 

building a new residence in the city. 

- Ava is improving rapidly, new buildings being erected on 

every hand and material being put on the ground for more. 

- On Tuesday the 11th inst., Dr. R. N. Lee, druggist and 

dispenser of spirituous liquor at the “otter slide” of this city, 

(strictly on prescription), and John Brown of Spring Creek 

township, were practicing with their pistols, shooting at a 

target and Lee in reloading managed to fire off one chamber 

of his pistol toward Brown, who was standing about four feet 

away, and the ball took effect on Brown‟s left thigh, making 

a serious flesh wound.  Dr. Harper was called to take out the 

bullet and after probing for it vigorously for several minutes, 

failed to find the object of his search.  Lee is getting to be a 

bad man; one night last week he gave battle to an imaginary 

foe and shot and killed a valuable horse belonging to his son.  

Keeping a drug store and carrying a pistol don‟t agree with 

Bob‟s constitution. 

- The Douglas county Normal School of Ava, under the 

supervision of Prof. Mercer as principal and Prof. Z. Roberts, 

as assistant, is making fine progress.  There are something 

over one hundred and twenty scholars in attendance and both 

parents and scholars seem to be very much interested and the 

scholars are rapidly advancing in their studies. 

- Ad: Douglas County Normal School, Located at Ava, 

Douglas County, MO.  First term begins August 5th, 1889.  

A Practical institution for live teachers and students.  

Methods of teaching original and unique.  A regular course 

of teaching is pursued, having in direct object the highest 

development of strength of mind and decision of character.  

Tuition--Primary Department, per month $1, Intermediate & 

High School, $2.  Good board, in private families, from $6 to 

$8 per month.  Hotel board $2 to $2.50 per week.  Graduates 

in High School receive diplomas.  German taught at night 

session.  J. S. And R. Mercer. 

 

August 22, 1889 (Vol. III, No. 25) 
- Notice of Publication: Land Office of Springfield. 

Green A. Davis, homestead application no. 9,803.  

Witnesses: James H. Hammons, Adam Branstetter, 

William Sweeton, and S. M. Rees, all of Buckhart, MO. 

James H. Hammons, homestead application no. 9,448.  

Witnesses: G. A. Davis, Miles Goodman, William 

Sweeton, and S. M. Rees, all of Buckhart, MO. 

Stephen Haynes, homestead application no. 16,553.  

Witnesses: John Denney, Patrick Riley, William Riley, 

and Albert Herrell, all of Vera Cruz, MO. 

Albert Riley, homestead application no. 9,326.  Witnesses: 

Jesse Hitchcock, James Coats, John Coats, Joshua Stout, 

all of Vera Cruz, MO. 

 

August 29, 1889 (Vol. III, No. 26) 
- Died, on the 28th, the son of Thomas Davis, of Casto, aged 

one year. 

- Sheriff Lyons is putting up an addition to his dwelling.  

McDaniel is doing the work. 

- Painters are at work on Miller‟s new store building, and 

when they finish up their work it will be a dandy. 

- Miss Breedlove, the music teacher, is in the city to-day, 

securing scholars for her school, which will open shortly. 

- Clerk Martin has issued the following marriage licenses: G. 

W. Smallwood and Susan A. Bancroft, R. W. Lender and 

Josephine Hunsaker. 
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- Constable Simon Lakey has again gone east, this time with a 

pair of warrants and blood in his eyes.  If the makes a good 

draw he will bring home the game. 

- Mr. J. A. G. Reynolds is having the foundation laid for a big 

barn on his land east of town.  He intends to build a dwelling, 

or an addition to his present dwelling, right away. 

- On Saturday the 14th of September next there will be a colt 

show at Roy, Douglas county, Missouri, of mule colts sired 

by the famous jack owned by Edmond Hodges, of that place.  

Mr. Hodges offers to pay a premium of one dollar per head 

for the best ten colts sired by his jack and foaled during the 

spring season of 1889, that are exhibited by their owners at 

the show.  All owners of spring colts are invited to attend and 

bring their colts for exhibition. 

- Ava is rapidly improving, Dr. R. N. Lee has established a 

soap factory on the south west corner of the square. 

- Notice to Teachers.  I will be at Ava, Saturday, September 

14th, 1889, for the purpose of examining those who desire 

certificate to teach in the public schools of this county.  After 

that time I will devote my whole time and attention to the 

Arno Normal school.  This will be the last day for 

examinations.  Yours truly, Thomas A. Kay. 

- Notice for Publication.  Land Office at Springfield. 

William Lakey, homestead application no. 9,545. 

 

September 5, 1889 (Vol. III, No. 27) 
- Born--To the wife of Andy Pennington, an eleven-pound 

boy. 

- J. K. Bulger has returned from Ohio where he has been to 

attend the funeral of his mother. 

- Married--On Wednesday, the 4th inst., at the residence of the 

bride‟s parents at Arno, John Malloy to Miss Ida Turner. 

- James L. Davis and wife and J. C. Orr and wife of 

Gainesville passed through the city yesterday on official 

business and leaves G. B. Waters to attend to the affairs of 

his office here. 

- Miss Breedlove, of Springfield, has organized a class in 

instrumental music at this place.  This is a good opportunity 

for parents of Ava and vicinity to give their children a 

musical education as Miss Breedlove is a thoroughly 

accomplished teacher. 

- Vera Cruz Notes: We are pleased to learn that Miss Effa 

Bulger is to teach the next term of school in our village and 

Miss Nora Veasey will teach the next term at the Springs.  

New comers are still settling in our vicinity and the country 

around is filling up and improving as rapidly as possible.  

Farms are being cleared out larger, new orchards are being 

planted every year, and our people are being awakened to the 

fact that this is an extra good locality for fruit growing. 

Our village contains six inhabitants, it has a good mill site, 

and when Mr. Bush gets his mill re-built and furnished we 

will have as good a grist mill as there is in the county. 

- Buckhart News: The general merchandise store of Rowland 

& McMahan was burglarized last Thursday night and the 

post office, which is kept at the store was relieved of $18.00, 

the amount on hand. 

- Ava, Mo. Sept 1st, 1889.  The following list of letters, 

remaining in this office, which if not called for in 30 days, 

will be sent to the Dead Letter Office: 

Brown, Ira 

Brown, John 

Hicks, Jos. I. 

McGill, John A. 

Reece, Jacob 

Shipman, Frank 

Swift, G. W. 

Surguine, T. E. 

Sanders, Mrs. S. J. 

 

September 12, 1889 (Vol. III, No. 28) 
- Isaac Kester of Rome was in the city Saturday on business. 

- Dr. J. B. Small, of Smallett, came in Saturday and renewed 

his subscription to the Herald.  Dr. Small is a successful 

practitioner, and has an extensive practice both in Douglas 

and Ozark counties. 

- Died.  Died, on September 5th, Mr. J. B. Ferguson, a 

prominent citizen of Jackson township, Douglas county, 

Missouri.  Mr. Ferguson has been a resident of Douglas 

county for 17 years and the community mourn the loss of an 

honorable and upright man. 

- Buckhart News: The Douglas county Wheel held a grand 

picnic near Buckhart last week.  There were men, women 

and children in attendance twelve in number.  The Douglas 

county Wheelers are steadily dropping off with the katydids, 

and like the katydids, the Wheelers, by early frost, will be no 

more, their yelps will be hushed forever. 

- The Sunday school of this vicinity are going to hold a grand 

picnic at Hafner‟s mill on Saturday the 14th inst. 

 

September 19, 1889 (Vol. III, No. 29) 
- Died--On Monday, the 16th inst., the infant child of Andy P. 

Miller. 

- H. M. Miller has sold his farm near Ava and moved his 

family back to town. 

- J. K. Bulger has rented an office over Hailey‟s grocery store, 

northeast corner of the square. 

- The G.A.R. Post are talking of building a hall in Ava.  They 

need it and it will be an improvement to the town, and we 

expect to see it completed before the 1st of December next. 
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- Married--On Sunday, the 15th inst., Rich Ritter to Susan 

Geary, A. C. Duggan to Miranda Haynes, and F. M. Ritter to 

Ellen Gates. 

- Buckhart News.  Rowland & McMahan have nearly 

completed a fine cellar for their new warehouse.  J. A. 

Tweedy has been superintending the work. 

- Democrat: The Douglas County Agricultural Fair has failed 

to materialize for 1889.  Wonder where all the money 

contributed to the concern went to.  We were the treasurer of 

the concern but the office was an empty honor, because the 

collector‟s of the association pocketed the cash and turned in 

no reports.  A financial statement from the collector‟s would 

be in order. 

- The foregoing appeared in the last issue of the Douglas 

county Democrat, edited by L. O. Hailey, the champion 

ananias of the southwest.  It is true that the Douglas County 

Fair Association has thus far failed to accomplish its object.  

There were several hundred dollars subscribed for the 

purposes of the association and but little of it ever collected.  

The amount subscribed if it had been promptly paid would 

have been sufficient in amount to have given the Agricultural 

Fair Association a permanent standing but the Democratic 

doctrine of reputation was applied by some of the 

subscribers.  For example, Bro. Hailey failed to “materialize” 

with the assessments on his subscription and we could also 

give the name of one of his near relatives who, when 

demanded for his subscription also repudiated his written 

obligation and by reason of these often failures of subscribers 

to meet their obligations the association has not succeeded in 

“materializing.”  As far as we have any knowledge of the 

officers of the association every dollar that has been received 

from the subscribers has been expended by order of the board 

of directors for the benefit of the association and we are 

secretary of the organization, hold the receipts therefore, and 

which will be produced whenever called for by the board of 

directors.  H. M. Miller is the collector of the association and 

if he has collected any funds we have no doubt but that they 

will be forthcoming whenever properly called for and the 

slur attempted to be thrown on the reputation of others by the 

Democrat, has no foundation whatever except the inherent 

and irrepressible inclination of Col. Hailey to prevaricate and 

mislead the public. 

 

September 26, 1889 (Vol. III, No. 30) 
- For fancy stationery, go to the Post Office. 

- George Campbell, salesman for J. A. G. Reynolds & Son, 

left for Texas yesterday, where he expects to locate. 

- Eugene de Baurenfeind, who was editor of the Douglas 

county Herald, some six years, is attending court this week 

as a witness in the celebrated rape case from Oregon county.  

Gene is the same old boy, and his many friends here are 

proud of the opportunity of shaking hands with him. 

- The G.A.R. men of Ava and vicinity held a meeting at the 

office of J. H. Martin on Saturday last and unanimously 

declared themselves in favor of building a hall in Ava.  A 

stock subscription of over one third of the amount necessary 

was made at that time.  J. H. Martin was appointed treasurer 

of the fund, and we are requested to call the attention of all 

the members of the order of Ava and vicinity to this 

enterprise and the necessity of immediate action on their part 

to forward by liberal subscription to the stock.  A very liberal 

offer has been made by the Douglas County Herald of a city 

for the building free.  Call on J. H. Martin for further 

information. 

- Buckhart News: James Rowland has commenced building 

his new store house at this place.  The proprietor of the 

Buckhart wagon factory, Robert Atkins, is doing a good 

business.  He has plenty of good seasoned timber, and there 

is no reason why the Buckhart wagon cannot supply the 

Douglas county market. 

 

October 3, 1889 (Vol. III, No. 31) 
- Rev. Jacob Miller will preach at the Hall in Ava, next 

Sunday night, October 6th. 

- The Singleton Hotel, although much enlarged since last term 

of the Circuit Court, has been for the last week crowded with 

guests.  The Singleton house is the only first-class Hotel in 

Ava. 

- A jury was impanelled on Saturday to try the case of the 

State vs Simon Lakey, charged with rape, and spent the 

Sabbath in charge of Deputy Sheriff Z. T. Livingston.  The 

case consumed all day Monday and Tuesday morning the 

jury arrived at a verdict giving Lakey six years in the 

penitentiary. 

- G. W. Johnson, of Buchanan township, called last week, and 

renewed his subscription.   Mr. Johnson is on his way to 

Texas where he expects to locate.  He leaves a good many 

friends who wish him success in his new home. 

- Ava, MO., Oct. 1st., 1889.  The following list of letters, 

remaining in this office, which if not called for in 30 days, 

will be sent to the Dead Letter office: 

Bredgis, Mr. John 

Gardner, Mr. J. P. Q. 

Hunter, Mr. G. W. 

John, Mrs. S. J. 

Lakey, Mr. William 

Miller, Mr. George W. 

Miller, John W. 

Miller, James 

Meyers, James W. 
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Pauletiz, Joe 

Roberts, Mrs. Joseph H. 

Shipley, L. B. 

Wilder, Naras 

Wheat, John. 

 

October 10, 1889 (Vol. III, No. 32) 
- (Issue may be missing) 

 

October 17, 1889 (Vol. III, No. 33) 
- Post Master Hailey is building a new fence around P. O. lot. 

- George W. Bowdre‟s new house in Ava is nearly completed. 

- Miss Lena Breedlove returned from a short visit in 

Springfield. 

- J. E. Elliott of Cedar Gap was in the city the first of the 

week. 

- Born--To the wife of Oscar Reed, on Sunday the 12th inst., a 

“big gal.” 

- Martin Singleton is grading the lot ready for the foundation 

of the new G.A.R. Hall building in Ava. 

- Ava needs a new church building, and let the citizens of Ava 

all help a little and a new church will be guilt at once. 

- Died on Tuesday morning the 15 inst., the infant child of Mr. 

and Mrs. Joel Clinkingbeard of Benton township. 

- Clerk Martin has issued the following marriage license, W. 

R. Long to Rebecca Eddings, James V. Duff to Eliza Grant. 

- Why don‟t the Merchants of Ava put up hitching posts for 

the accommodation of their country customers. 

- Mr. John Reynolds of Spring Creek township was brought 

before the Hon. Probate on Monday and adjudged insane.  

An effort will be made by his friends to send him to the state 

lunatic asylum at the coming November term of County 

Court. 

- Notice is hereby given that the co-partnership heretofore 

existing between John Bush and Charles Veasey, of Vera 

Cruz, Mo., is by mutual consent dissolved.  Bush & Veasey. 

- The contract for the new G.A.R. Hall and printing office for 

the Herald were made on Monday.  The new building is to be 

22 by 50 feet and 23 feet in height.  John A. McDaniel takes 

the contact and will complete the building within sixty days. 

- A. S. Eslick and Grant Eslick of Ava have gone into the 

grocery business under the firm name of Eslick Brothers, and 

have up a stock of groceries southwest of the square at J. A. 

Baker‟s old stand. 

- Dogwood Correspondence.  Several farmers from Kansas 

have recently located in Lincoln township.  Mr. John Wagner 

has located one mile south of Dogwood, and is building a 

new home and barn.  It is reported that a distillery will soon 

be erected at Johns Mill in Christian county about one mile 

from our residence.  If it gets in operation we will not have to 

visit Ava for a full supply for we can have our jugs filled at 

home and drink stone blind under our own vine and fig tree.  

William Spencer. 

- Ad: Jasper Harris‟ Lumber Mills, Vera Cruz, MO. 

- Ad: Goldman & Decker Bros. Lumber Mills, Vera Cruz, 

MO. 

 

October 24, 1889 (Vol. III, No. 34) 
- The Post office is receiving a new flue this week. 

- J. F. Denney of Squires gave us a call to-day. 

- Miller Bros. are having a flue built in their new store. 

- B. F. Tallman is having his dwelling house plastered this 

week. 

- Mr. Osgood is doing the mason work for the foundation of 

the new building to be used for a G.A.R. Hall and an office 

for the Herald. 

- Marriage license have been issued from the recorder‟s office 

as follows: James Henderson to Mary J. Riley, George C. 

Walters to Lena Posey and Preston Courier to Ibbie Strong. 

- Born--on Sunday, the 20th inst.  To the wife of John W. 

Singleton, a 10 pound girl; to the wife of J. E. Bunyard, a 

girl; to the wife of John A. Capps, a girl, and to the wife of 

Isaac Lee, a girl. 

- Arno Correspondence: Prof. Kay is just recovering from a 

severe attack of fever.  The fever left him almost totally blind 

for about ten days.  Miss Burrows has been teaching in Prof. 

Kay‟s place since he has been sick.  Mr. A. E. Dean, a 

student from Taney county, was called home last Saturday to 

attend the funeral of his father, who died very suddenly. 

 

October 31, 1889 (Vol. III, No. 35) 
- Miller Bros are building two new chimneys in their new 

store building. 

- The foundation of the new Herald office and G.A.R. Hall of 

Ava is now completed, and the carpenters will commence 

work on the building next week. 

- Ava needs a new church building.  The present facilities for 

holding religious services are a disgrace to Ava as a town 

and as it is the County seat it is a disgrace to Douglas 

County. 

- The first term of the Douglas county Normal School is 

drawing to a close and its patrons are well pleased with the 

progress made.  Many applications have been received by 

Prof. Mercer for admission to the coming term and it is 

anticipated that it will open with a full attendance of pupils. 

- Col. W. B. Watts has purchased a lot on the south side of 

town and is having the foundation laid for a new dwelling 

house and expects to have it ready for occupation this winter. 

- G.A.R. Attention--All subscribers to the fund for the G.A.R. 

Hall in Ava, are requested to pay up their subscription at 
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once as the funds are needed to pay for building material.  

Prompt payment of the amount subscribed will be of great 

advantage to all interested.  J. H. Martin, Trustee. 

- Notice for Publication.  Land Office of Springfield 

Newton J. Johnson, homestead application No. 10,771.  

Witnesses: Andrew J. Hamby, Taylor Carrell, Jas. M. 

Gray and Willis Sims, all of Rome, MO. 

 

November 7, 1889 (Vol. III, No. 36) 
- H. M. Miller‟s drug store is to have a new glass front. 

- J. A. McDaniel is building a fruit house southwest of the 

square. 

- Sheriff Lyon is making an addition to his stable and granary. 

- Walls township is to have a new Missionary Baptist church.  

It will be erected about one mile south of Olive Springs. 

- Every citizen of Ava should call on J. M. Curnutt and put 

their name on the list of subscribers for a new church house. 

- The Douglas County Democrat wound up its affairs last 

week and the office will be removed to Mansfield by Jesse 

Roote, its present owner. 

- Dr. M. H. Osborn, of Arno, was in attendance in county 

court last Tuesday.  The Dr. has sold his farm and it is 

expected that he will shortly become a citizen of Ava. 

- Mr. Mency, of the firm of Mency & Pennington, millers of 

Ava, has sold his interest in the Ava flouring mills, and the 

business will hereafter be continued under the name of 

Pennington Bros. 

- The Ava Literary Star.  The following is the program of the 

Literary Star for Friday night, the 8th: 

Program: 

Music--by choir 

Essay--Miss Susie Miller 

Declamation--John King 

Essay--Miss Ora Watts 

Select Reading--Miss L. King 

Declamation--Daisey Roberts 

Music--by choir 

Select Reading--Calla Curnutt 

Declamation--J. S. Mercer 

Composition--T. S. Roberts 

Select Reading--Jas. King 

Music--by choir 

Recess 

Composition--Mrs. McDaniel 

Lecture--Subject, Osteology 

Budget Box 

Paper--Col. Watts. 

- Notice for Publication.  Land Office of Springfield 

Timothy B. Reeves, homestead application No. 9,891.  

Witnesses: W. J. Sisney, William Keeton, F. M. Potter, 

and James R. Potter, all of Girdner, Mo. 

- Ad: Auction Sale!  Farm, Grist-Mill, Farming Implements, 

Live Stock, House Hold Goods, Corn and Hay, the Property 

of E. A. Angel. 

 

November 15, 1889 (Vol. III, No. 37) 
- Prof. E. D. Tingle, formerly a resident of Ava, is here on a 

visit. 

- Prof. Mercer reports several new applications for admission 

to the Douglas County Normal School for the coming term. 

- The Circuit Clerk has granted the following marriage 

licenses: Thos. Glass to Lena J. Humphries, J. D. Strunks to 

Mary D. Raney, W. J. Lansdowne to Julia Swearengin, J. J. 

Andrews to Mary A. Miller. 

- L. D. Painter, merchant of Dogwood, this county, was in the 

city on Tuesday on business with Probate Court.  He reports 

that all the farmers in his township are busy gathering corn, 

and that the crop this year is the best that has been raised in 

that township in 15 years, and Lincoln township is making 

many improvements in consequence.  Twelve new families 

have moved into the neighborhood in the last three months 

and are building new houses and farm buildings; and that 

they have a fine school in progress, with an attendance of 80 

pupils, who under the excellent government of Miss 

Stevenson, as teacher are making fine progress, and the 

patrons of the school intend to have a full six months school 

taught. 

- Heth Items.  Born, to the wife of G. F. Harris, a big boy.  

Two new houses are being built in this neighborhood, and a 

new Baptist church in progress of erection on south side of 

township. 

- Obituary.  Died at the residence of E. D. Pennington, of this 

place, Miss Hester A. Elmore, at 10 o‟clock on Monday 

night of typhoid malaria fever, aged 18 years and 7 months.  

She was a member of the Baptist church.  Miss Elmore was 

taken sick about ten days ago and was removed to the home 

of her uncle, Mr. Pennington, where every attention possible 

was given her, but death, the fell destroyer, with the 

relentless scythe of time was not to be unheeded, and Hester, 

the dutiful daughter, the loving sister, is gone to that borne 

from whence no traveler returns.  She has crossed the dark 

river, over which father and mother have gone before and are 

waiting for their child. 

- The Ava Literary Star.  The following is the program of the 

Literary Star for Friday night, the 15th: 

Program: 

Music, by choir 

Declamation--Daly Singleton 

Essay--J. King 

Music--by choir 
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Essay--Miss Ora Watts 

Select Reading--Prof. Roberts 

Declamation--J. King 

Composition--J. S. Mercer 

Solo--Miss Lena Breedlove 

Recess 

Paper--Col. Watts 

Lecture--Hygiene, by Dr. Harper 

Discussion--Affirmative, A. B. Head, Andy Miller, Prof. 

Roberts.  Negative: J. H. Payne, James Reynolds, John 

Miller. 

Budget box. 

Music--by choir. 

- County Clerk Proceedings.  Resignation of Jno. Gideon, 

constable of Clay township, approved, and A. V. Hilton 

appointed to fill vacancy.  The sheriff was ordered to work 

prisoners convicted of misdemeanors on public streets and 

highways.  Room in southeast corner of court house set apart 

for the exclusive use of Probate court.  To city of Ava for jail 

rent, $12.50.   

- Ava, Mo., Nov. 1st. 1889.  The following are a list of the 

letters remaining in this office, which if not called for in 30 

days will be sent to the Dead Letter office: 

Drum, W. E. 

Ferguson, Sohn 

Green, W. M. 

Hylton, Miss Lillie 

Segrave, William 

 

November 21, 1889 (Vol. III, No. 38) 
- There is an opening in Ava for a good shoemaker. 

- A drove of cattle passed through town on Monday. 

- Calvin Wilson is having his house plastered this week. 

- We want a correspondent in every township in the county. 

- The Herald will shortly be enlarged to an 8 column paper. 

- Col. Watts is having a new house built in the southeast part 

of town. 

- Austin Reynolds is having a large barn erected on his lots in 

the eastern part of town. 

- J. K. Reed is building a new house southeast of town, and 

will soon have it ready for occupancy. 

- There has been more buildings erected in Ava in the past 

year than in any other town of its size in the state. 

- Will Lyon of Rome, nephew of Sheriff Lyon, is lying 

dangerously ill.  It is to be hoped that he will recover. 

- Martin Singleton, proprietor of the Singleton House, has 

recently purchased a fine parlor organ for his hotel. 

- There is prospects of a hardware store being opened shortly 

in Ava.  There is a splendid opening for such an enterprise in 

our town. 

- J. A. McDaniel has the frame of the new G.A.R. Hall and 

Herald office completed.  It will be ready for occupancy 

about the middle of December. 

- Died--On Sunday morning at 10 o‟clock, Aunt Lyda Huff.  

She was buried on Monday at the Ritter graveyard north of 

town.  She leaves five grown children to mourn her loss. 

- The Ava Literary Star is booming.  Quite an enjoyable time 

was had on last Friday evening.  The paper read by Col. 

Watts, entitled “The Yellow Jacket” was the principal event 

of the evening.  The choir, under the leadership of Miss Lena 

Breedlove, rendered some very fine music. 

- The Ava Normal School, under the government of Prof. J. S. 

Mercer and Miss Maggie Wyatt, is progressing finely, and is 

the best school Ava has ever had.  Our citizens should do all 

that is in their power to assist the Prof. in building up a good 

school here, as there is nothing that speaks better for a 

community than good schools and church houses.  Put your 

shoulder to the wheel and help build up our town and county. 

- Marriage license have been issued this week, as follows: 

James H. Haynes, and Mary Hatfield, A. H. Van Houden and 

Mary Surguine, William J. Huffman and Sussie Miller. 

- The Ava Literary Star.  The following is the program of the 

Literary Star for Friday night, the 22nd. 

Program: 

Music--by choir. 

Declamation--Manna Roberts 

Select Reading--Thos. Roberts 

Essay--Miss Maggie Wyatt 

Lecture--A. B. Head 

Select Reading--Miss L. King 

Music--by choir 

Composition--Jas. Miller 

Declamation--Daisy Roberts 

Essay--Mrs. O. McDaniel 

Select Reading--Jas. Reynolds 

Composition--Mrs. Laura Payne 

Music--by choir 

Recess 

Paper--Col. Watts 

Essay--John F. Miller 

Select Reading--Prof. Roberts 

Declamation--A. P. Miller 

Budget box 

Music--by choir. 

- What would you like to know. 

What A. B. Head and John Miller go to Arno so often for? 

Why Frank Curnutt don‟t go to see his other girl now? 

When the young man that borrowed our wood will bring it 

back? 

Why John Payne refused to speak on the subject chosen at 
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the Literary last Friday night? 

What made A. B. Head look so sad on last Friday evening? 

If Horace Curnutt saw his best girl on Sunday evening, or 

whether the old lady objected? 

If John Cox‟s best girl hasn‟t gone back on him? 

What it is that John Livingston is mourning about? 

Why Dr. Hailey didn‟t go home with the young lady on 

Sunday evening? 

What makes John King go out east of town so much? 

What Jiz Reynolds said to his girl Sunday evening at church? 

When Alex Payne is going to build that restaurant? 

How Ava is going to celebrate Christmas? 

What the old man said when Bill H----- asked him for his 

girl? 

What John Wilson goes to see his girl every night for? 

Why every man in the county don‟t subscribe for the Herald? 

 

November 28, 1889 (Vol. III, No. 39) 
- To the Patrons of the “Herald.”  With this issue we enlarge 

the Herald to an 8-column folio.  When we assumed control 

of the Herald it was a 6-column folio, and we then promised 

our readers that we would enlarge and improve it as rapidly 

as the income and support furnished by the people of 

Douglas county and vicinity would justify the necessary 

expenditure for it improvement, which promise we now 

claim to have redeemed. 

- To-day is Thanksgiving day. 

- Dr. M. H. Osborne has moved from Roy to Arno where he 

intends to locate. 

- Marion Lumpkins has moved his barber shop to over Miller 

Bro‟s store. 

- Work on the new G.A.R. Hall and Herald office is 

progressing very slowly on account of bad weather. 

- Married--At the residence of Wm. Horner, Jr., Grant Eslick 

to Nancy Horner.  Rev Thomas officiated. 

- It is reported that Millard Ince has eloped with a blushing 

maiden of 50 summers, or thereabout, and gone to Taney 

county.  Ta ta, Millard!  We wish you much joy. 

- L. O. Hailey will shortly commence the erection of a 

dwelling house on his lots in the eastern part of town. 

- Married--At the residence of the bride‟s father, by Judge B. 

M. Burchell, Mr. William Huffman to Miss Susie Miller. 

- A Sad Accident.  Last Wednesday evening the 20, while two 

of Jim Letsinger‟s boys and two of Bill Letsinger‟s boys 

were out hunting in the woods near their home on Bryant, 

Johnnie, son of Bill Letsinger, was shot and instantly killed.  

It seems from what we can learn of the affair that the boys 

were out squirrel hunting and had one treed at the time, and 

Marion, who had the gun, was preparing to shoot it, when 

Johnnie, who was watching the squirrel, backed up against 

the muzzle of the gun.  The gun was discharged by the jar 

and he received the contents in his head, uncapping his skull, 

and blowing it about 30 yards.  The deceased was about 14 

years of age.  This ought to be a warning to all hunters, both 

young and old, as, they cannot be too careful when handling 

firearms. 

 

December 5, 1889 (Vol. III, No. 40) 
- Chas. Ottwell and family, of Walls township, have become 

residents of Ava. 

- Col. Watts expects to move into his new residence about the 

1st of January. 

- Rowland & McMahon, of Buckhart, will move into their new 

store house on January 1. 

- The new G.A.R. Hall, of Ava, will soon be completed and it 

will be a credit to the city. 

- J. F. Denney has nearly completed the job of paper hanging 

for Miller Bro‟s new store building. 

- Prisoners in the county jail are now compelled to work out 

their time on the streets of Ava. 

- Col. L. O. Hailey has purchased a block of lots in the 

southwestern portion of Ava, and will erect a new dwelling 

house on one of the lots this winter. 

- The friends of Parson Haws have been making an effort to 

secure his freedom and release from the penitentiary so far 

without success. 

 

December 12, 1889 (Vol. III, No. 41) 
- Ava is booming.  Three new dwelling houses are being 

erected on Hamilton Ave. 

- Died--On Thursday, the 6th inst., the infant child of Mr. and 

Mrs. George M. Siler, aged 14 months, of croup after a short 

illness of three hours. 

- Ava was treated to quite a swell wedding on Sunday, the 8th 

inst. Mr. Frank Curnutt and Miss Lizzie Elmore, of this city, 

were united in the bonds of matrimony by the Hon. Judge B. 

M. Burchell. 

- Wm. Walls, of Walls township, is superintending the 

building of Col. Watts‟ new house in Ava. 

- J. A. Owen, form the state of Michigan, has recently 

purchased the J. Q. Adams farm in Buchanan township and 

is now a citizen of Douglas county. 

- Smallett Items.  James Campbell is furnishing his new 

dwelling house.  He intends to erect a storehouse and go into 

the merchandising business.  G. W. Johnson & Son are doing 

a thriving business and deserve credit for the manner in 

which they are trying to improve this part of the county.  

School closed at Walnut Grove last Friday with appropriate 

ceremonies.  Mr. Jno. Jones, the teacher, treated his scholars 

on apples and candy, several speeches were made by the 
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pupils and several very animating songs were sung. 

- Arno Items.  Dr. M. H. Osborne is now a resident of this 

place.  Arrangements have recently been made for the 

erection of two new buildings.  Arno is on the boom and 

don‟t you forget it. 

- Around Vera Cruz.  Another daughter was received in the 

Jenkins household lately--seven pounds.  A debating society 

at the McKay school house is growing quite interesting and 

is well attended.  A base ball club meets on the afternoon of 

each Saturday, on Ed McGinnis homestead to practice.  

Julius Sands has sold his saw mill to Messrs. Sharpton and 

Johnson. 

 

December 19, 1889 (Vol. III, No. 42) 
- M. C. Reynolds has secured about $400 on the subscription 

list for the new Baptist church. 

- Mr. Frank Curnutt of Curnutt Bro‟s is negotiating for a lot in 

Ava expects to build a new dwelling house this winter. 

- Ava is rapidly increasing her number of dwelling houses and 

there is not a vacant house in town.  A goodly number of 

dwelling houses could be rented if there were obtainable. 

- There is every indication that the Christmas Eve 

entertainment at the G.A.R. Hall will be a grand success. 

- The citizens of Ava are talking of building a new school 

house.  It is a much needed improvement, as the present 

building is now too small to accommodate all the children of 

the district and our population is rapidly increasing. 

- Full arrangements have been made for a Christmas tree and 

supper on Christmas eve at the new G.A.R. Hall on east side 

of square.  The G.A.R. will give a supper for the benefit of 

the young folks of Ava and vicinity.  Committee on 

decorations will be ready to receive presents for the 

Christmas tree any time after noon on Tuesday, the 24th.  

The festivities will commence at 5:30 o‟clock, p.m.  Supper 

will be given from 5:30 to 9 o‟clock p.m. Supper 25 cents.  

Admission to Christmas tree, adults 10 cts, children under 

12, 5 cts. 

- The new G.A.R. Hall is ready for use. 

- Treasurer Wm. Miller is having a two story smokehouse 

built on his lots. 

- Died--The infant child of Mr. and Mrs. William Lee, on 

Thursday, the 12th inst. 

- The General Baptists are holding a protracted revival 

meeting at the Hall this week. 

- Col. Watts is having a well drilled near his new dwelling 

house in the south part of town. 

- The new job press arrived safely on Monday morning the 

15th inst. And we will soon be prepared for doing all kinds 

of job printing. 

- Dr. Baldwin has purchased an acre of land east of Ava in the 

Reynolds addition and has contracted for the building of a 

new dwelling house. 

- Every resident of Ava ought to give something toward a new 

church building.  The subscription list for the new Baptist 

church can be found at the store of J. A. G. Reynolds & 

Sons. 

- Mr. James F. Denney, of Spring Creek township, has 

purchased a lot on the east side of town and will begin the 

erection of a new dwelling house at once and expects soon to 

be a resident of Ava. 

- Everybody will go to the Christmas Eve entertainment at the 

G.A.R. Hall and judging from the number of fine Christmas 

presents sold at J. T. Hailey‟s P.O. store, there will be a good 

many presents distributed. 

- The following marriage licenses were issued by Recorder J. 

H.. Martin during the last week: A. J. Breedlove to S. E. 

Crawford, John Marler to Mary E. Robinson, James Millsap 

to Harriet Wilson, Gilbert Miller to Elmira Walker, Richard 

Harvey to Laura Clark. 

- Buckhart Items: Buckhart is bound to have a G.A.R. Hall and 

Church before Spring opens,.  We have about $300 already 

subscribed for the building, and there will be about $200 

more required for its completion.  The Campbellites are 

having a big protracted meeting at Brush Creek store.  There 

has been four or five baptized. J. A. Baker is putting a cellar 

under his smokehouse 12x14.  It will be a dandy when 

finished. 

- Arno Items: The bridge way over Cowskin is nearing 

completion.  When completed it will be the best bridge that 

has ever spanned the creek.  The Arno literary is moving 

along smoothly.  An open session will be held next Friday 

night.  The school is growing in interest and in numbers.  Six 

new pupils were added to the roll last Monday.  The present 

term closes December. 

 

December 26, 1889 (Vol. III, No. 43) 
- The Christmas tree was a grand success. 

- Wood wanted at this office on subscription. 

- We will take corn and potatoes on subscription at this office. 

- The subscription for a new Baptist church in Ava has reached 

an amount sufficient to insure its immediate erection. 

- The citizens of Ava are beginning to discuss an improvement 

in the town sidewalks.  A new sidewalk around the square is 

a necessity. 

- A meeting of the subscribers to the fund for the new church 

building should be called at once.  The roads are now in fine 

condition for hauling the lumber and other material, and no 

time should be lost in getting the building site located and the 

material on the ground ready for the carpenters. 

- The foundation of J. F. Denny‟s new dwelling house in the 
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east part of the city, is being built this week. 

- Dr. Baldwin‟s new dwelling house on east side of town will 

be ready for occupation by the first of February. 

- The Herald office has been removed to the first floor of the 

new Hall building on the east side of the square. 

- Homesteaders of Douglas county are taking advantage of the 

remarkable mild weather to prove up on their lands.  There 

were eleven final proofs made last week. 

- If you want watch glasses, mainsprings, hair-springs, watch 

hands, watches cleaned, and watch repairing done generally, 

call on John A. Spurlock, at Herald office. 

- I will pay $3.75 per hundred pound for all neat hogs 

delivered in good condition at my store in Ava.  All 

deliveries to be made on Tuesday and Friday, of each week 

until further notice.  Terms cash.  A. S. Eslick. 

- A double weeding took place at the residence of Mrs. Nelson 

on Hunter creek.  Mr. Joseph Nelson to Miss Lula E. 

Philbrick and Mr. Artive Lowery and Miss Mary D. Wilson.  

We wish them a life of happiness and prosperity. 

- Horse racing seems to be all the rage.  If all the energy 

displayed in this direction was utilized by the farmers in 

getting their lands in shape for the next years crop, by using 

their horses and spare time in plowing and cleaning up their 

farming land, there would be more fine crops and less brush 

in the fence rows next season. 

- The Christmas tree and supper given by the ladies of Ava for 

the benefit of the new Baptist church, was a decided success, 

both socially and financially.  The Christmas tree was loaded 

with choice presents, and many of them valuable and useful.  

The supper tables were filled to overflowing with the 

choicest of viands which were duly appreciated by the large 

number of gentlemen and ladies entertained.  The committee 

in charge of the decoration of the Hall for the occasion are 

entitled to much credit for the admirable and tasty 

arrangement of the drapery and evergreens for the Hall. 

- Marriage license have been issued this week, as follows: 

Joseph Matlock and Anna Leroy, Artive W. Lowery and 

Mary D. Wilson, Lee Woods and Mary Maples, Thomas 

Sands and Sarah Hammons, John Ferguson, and Mary 

Freeman, Joseph Nelson and Lula Philbrick. 

 

January 2, 1890 (Vol. III, No. 44) 
- Col. Watts‟ new residence in the south part of town is about 

completed. 

- The Methodists of Walls township are preparing to build a 

church near Price‟s mill. 

- Miss Belle Reynolds returned to Mt. Grove on last Sunday, 

where she is attending Prof. Lynch‟s school. 

- Henry S. Wilson, of Mt. Grove, was in our city on last 

Saturday and Sunday visiting his many friends and relatives. 

- Married--At Springfield, on Monday, Dec. 23, Mr. M. W. 

Kelton to Miss K. Harden. 

- The Baptist church being erected in Walls township on J. W. 

Thomas‟ farm, near Olive Springs, will be completed shortly. 

- Thomas Lawson, of Buckhart, was in town on Monday on 

special business at the Recorder‟s office, accompanied by 

Mr. John Booth, also of Buckhart.  The contracting parties 

are Miss Ella Booth and Mr. Lawson.  The marriage will take 

place at Buckhart on New Year‟s Day. 

- Squire J. Q. Thomas, of Walls township says that he can 

marry a couple in as short a time and put up as slick a job as 

any Justice in the county, and will take the fees in corn, 

wheat, oats, or any other farm produce. 

- A meeting of the subscribers to the new church was held at 

the County Clerk‟s office in the court house on Monday the 

30th inst.  J. A. McDaniel was elected chairman and J. T. 

Hailey, secretary.  M. C. Reynolds, J. J. Bell, and J. M. 

Curnutt were elected trustees and J. T. Hailey, treasurer.  The 

trustees were instructed to open negotiations for a building 

site and prepare plans and specifications and report at the 

next meeting on Saturday, the 4th of January, 1890. 

- The Ava, Arno, and Mansfield Telephone line has been 

extended to Andy Turner‟s store. 

- Campbell and Pearson have opened up a drug and grocery 

store about three miles from Rome. 

- Frank Denney is having the foundation laid for his new 

dwelling house in the eastern part of town. 

- A grand ball was given at the G.A.R. on New Year‟s Eve.  

Quite a crowd of young folks were in attendance. 

- Messrs. Goldman & Decker Bros., of Vera Cruz, have sold 

their lumber mill to Messrs. Holeman & Water, who will 

continue the business at the old stand. 

- Two young men of our town have formed a partnership 

under the head of Kethcum & Squeezeum.  This, we think, 

ought to suit the young ladies. 

- Notice the advertisement of J. C. Johnson, of Bradleyville, 

Taney County, Mo.  All parties who wish to file pension 

claims would do well to address him. 

- Any person knowing the regiment and company that Irvin 

Adams belonged to in the late war, will confer a favor to his 

orphan children by addressing Samuel Turner, Arno, Mo. 

- Dogwood Correspondence.  Rather warm for hog killing.  

We hear of lots of spoiled meat.  Sherrow and Williams are 

doing a sawing business with their mill.  Tuttle and Johns 

have the building for their distillery completed and expect to 

be extracting corn juice in a short time.  Wonder what killed 

the Democrat.  Suppose it died from an over dose of free-

troce. 
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January 9, 1890 (Vol. III, No. 45) 
- W. G. Swearengin, J. W. Shearrow, of Lincoln township, 

proved up on their homesteads before County Clerk Curnutt 

on Monday. 

- The new whisky distillery erected by Messrs. Klineline and 

Yandall, will soon be in operation.  The necessary apparatus 

was received last week. 

- The name of the Heth post office, kept by John F. Patterson, 

has been recently changed to Silverton, by order of the 

Postmaster General, to take effect on the 1st day of January, 

1890. 

- G. W. Mallonee, father of ex-Collector Barney Mallonee, 

was in town last week.  The old gentleman says that he was 

born in 1806 in Maryland & that he never drank any 

intoxicating liquor, nor swore an oath.  The old gentleman is 

hale and hearty and still retains a keen enjoyment of life.  For 

four years of this residence in Douglas county he served as a 

member of the county court. 

- G. W. D. Pettit, mail carrier between Ava and Mansfield, has 

sold out to Aaron Fletcher, who will take charge of the mail 

route on the 15th inst. 

- Joseph Potter, of Clinton township, this county, met with a 

fatal accident on the 2d inst., near Cabool, in Texas county. 

He was employed as a brakeman on a stock train for the 

Kansas City & Memphis railroad and fell between the cars 

and was injured internally.  He was removed at once to the 

company hospital, at Kansas City, where died on the 3rd 

inst., from his injuries.  He was 21 years of age and 

unmarried and leaves an aged father and mother to mourn his 

loss. 

- Ava, MO, Jan. 1st, 1890.  The following are a list of the 

letters remaining in this office, which if not called for in 30 

days will be sent to the Dead Letter Office: 

Kitter, Mrs. Nan 

Low, John 

Lair, Mrs. Mary 

Lathrop, Doc 

Marrett, Miss Mary 

Martin, A. J.  

Russell, J. 

Spriggs, Lanclers 

Shelton, Tolbert 

Sloan, John.   

When called for please say advertised.  J. T. Hailey, P.M. 

- Riley Hicks and Martha Riley were arrested and brought 

before Squire Lloyd, of Jackson township, on Monday the 

6th inst., charged with open and notorious cohabitation.  

They were proven guilty to the satisfaction of Squire Lloyd 

and each sentenced to nine months in jail. 

- Last Saturday night, the post office building was broken into, 

and about $200 dollars worth of goods stolen from H. E. 

Inman, dealer in clocks, watches, silverware, jewelry, etc.  

The thieves effected an entrance through a window, after 

removing a pane of glass. 

- Fox Creek Items: John Upshaw erected a large barn lately, 

and J. W. Souders has one under headway. 

 

January 16, 1890 (Vol. III, No. 46) 
- Aaron Johnson, of Clinton township, made Ava a visit this 

week. 

- Died--Miss Kissiah Burris; aged 17 years, at the residence of 

Mrs. Mary Hopper. 

- J. W. Singleton has been appointed gauger and surveyor for 

the new distillery near Ava. 

- The new G.A.R. Hall and Herald printing office are receiving 

a new coat of paint this week. 

- The Ava Literary Star meeting of Friday night, the 10th, was 

quite a success and the hall was filled to overflowing by an 

attentive audience. 

- The third term of the Douglas County Normal School, of 

Ava, commenced on Tuesday, the 13th.  Prof. J. S. Mercer 

has secured the services of Prof. Z. Roberts in the primary 

department of the school. 

- The following marriage licenses have been issued this week 

by the Recorder: W. J. Reed to Lizzie Turner, J. J. Cain to 

Tempsy Eddings, J. W. McKay to Sarah E. Lewis, Jno. W. 

Dugger to Almeda M. Evans. 

- During the closing exercises of the 2nd term of the Douglas 

County Normal School, at the school house in Ava, on 

Monday evening last, a lamp was accidentally upset and 

broken.  The oil quickly took fire and a stampede for the 

door by the affrighted audience was the result.  The flames 

were extinguished and the people quieted before any one was 

seriously injured. 

- Miller Bros. have added a new sign on the front of their 

business house. 

- Deputy Collector W. H. Johnson, of Clinton township, 

reported at the Collector‟s office on Wednesday the 14th inst. 

- Christian County Republican--J. J. Brown of Ozark, 

Christian County, Mo., died at his residence on Friday, the 

10th inst.  Mr. Brown was a native of Arkansas and moved to 

Missouri just before the war.  He served as an orderly 

sergeant in one of the union regiments during the war.  He 

was buried from the family residence in this city last 

Saturday afternoon by Odd Fellows, of which order he was a 

member. 

- Died--On Saturday, the 11th inst., the infant child of Mr. and 

Mrs. Joseph Arnold. 

- Around Vera Cruz.  The little son of John Nichols Sr. and 

another boy, son of Mrs. Webster came very near crossing 
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the river of death lately, by the whiskey route.  The 

Christmas dances were well supplied with whiskey and 

drunkenness. 

 

January 23, 1890 (Vol. III, No. 47) 
- Frank Curnutt is erecting a new dwelling on the south side of 

town. 

- Elias Cobb, of Ava, has sold his blacksmith shop to Charles 

Otwell, who will continue his business at the old stand. 

- It is rumored that Ava is shortly to have a wagon shop.  It is 

a good location for a business of this kind and will 

undoubtedly pay. 

- Postmaster J. T. Hailey has purchased a block of lots in 

Potter‟s addition to Ava, and is having them cleared ready 

for building. 

- Dr. M. H. Osborne, formerly of Roy, has rented an office on 

the north side of the square, and will practice his profession 

in Ava and vicinity. 

- Ernest Grass and John T. Bragg made final proof on their 

homestead claims on Monday, the 20th, before J. M. Curnutt, 

County Clerk. 

- It is rumored that Ava will shortly have a planing mill.  This 

is a much needed improvement, and will add materially to 

the growth of our city. 

- The following marriage licenses were issued during the last 

week by Recorder Martin: William Rhodes to Minnie Moore, 

Elmer L. Potter to Fannie Shipley, August Geisler to 

Edminnie Kough, J. M. Campbell to Lillie Hilton. 

- Dr. Harper informs us that the son of Wash Privett, aged 15 

years, living about 4 miles west of town, was taken sick on 

Monday night, and died on Tuesday night, a sickness of 

about 20 hours.  The Dr. says that in all his practice he has 

never met a similar case and thinks it must have been the La 

Grippe and pneumonia combined. 

- The 7 year old son of George Douglas, who lives at Cedar 

Gap, was frozen to death on the night of the 15th.  Douglas 

and his wife, left home to attend the funeral of the wife of a 

neighbor, and sent their two boys, aged 11 and __ years, to 

another neighbors to stay all night.  For some reason the 

children did not stay at the neighbors, but returned home 

after dark, to find the doors locked and no one at home.  The 

boys then crawled into the manger and went to sleep.  The 

younger boy died from the cold during the night.  The older 

boy was badly frozen, but is still alive. 

- Shot and Killed.  A fight with pistols and rocks, resulting in 

the death of General Johnson, of this county, took place at 

the residence of Wm. Vaughn, about 12 miles southwest of 

Ava on Friday, the 18th inst.  William Vaughn and General 

Johnson were brothers-in-law, and have been in a 

troublesome dispute about the location of a county road, 

which runs near their farms, for some six months past.  

Vaughn had just returned from a mill trip to Rome, when 

Johnson rode up to him on horse back, and a few words 

passed between them.  Both of the men dismounted, and 

commenced throwing rocks, which was quickly followed by 

the drawing of pistols by both of them and the firing of three 

or four shots.  Johnson was struck in the head by two balls 

from Vaughn‟s pistol making two wounds, either of them 

which was fatal and fell dead on the spot.  An inquest was 

held by the coroner at Vaughn‟s house, and the jury found 

that the deceased came to his death from the wounds inflicted 

by Vaughn.  Vaughn gave himself up and is now in custody 

of the sheriff.  General Johnson‟s remains were taken in 

charge by the masons, of which order he was a member, and 

the funeral took place on Sunday 19th inst.  The preliminary 

examination will be held at the court house in Ava on Friday, 

the 23rd, before Squire Matthews. 

 

January 30, 1890 (Vol. III, No. 48) 
- Born, to the wife of Stephen Potter, on last Monday, a boy of 

the usual weight. 

- Several cases of la grippe in Ava and vicinity during the last 

week. 

- The child of Rev. Matt Brown, of Walls township, is very 

sick and not expected to live. 

- James F. Denney‟s new residence on Lyons Ave will be 

completed this week and ready for occupancy. 

- Silverton, formerly known as Heth, is putting on town airs.  

Surveyor Bell returned from that place on Saturday, where he 

had been engaged in surveying and platting the town.  It is a 

good business point and if properly handled will make a 

thrifty little town in the near future. 

- Ava is well supplied with whisky shops, and neither the 

county or city are deriving any benefit therefrom.  The 

whisky is to be sold contrary to law and no effort made to 

prevent such illegal sale, it would be better to license saloons 

and receive the additional revenue to help pay the criminal 

costs caused by its use. 

- The imported disease, la grippe, has arrived at Ava and 

nearly every one in this vicinity is complaining of its effects.  

The disease so far has assumed a mild form and it is hoped 

that it will not remain with us long. 

- The following marriage license have been granted this week 

as follows: H. H. Perego to Kate Winson, James Lane to 

Laura Willis, Stephen Turner to Louisa Brown, A. H. 

Hughes to Henrietta McCaskey, John T. Bragg to Laura 

Goodman, W. R. Swearengin to Arlena Hall. 

- Obituary.  Died--On Thursday, 23d January, Uncle Johnny 

Spurlock, of pneumonia fever, after an illness of seven days.  

The great and pitiless destroyer death, on sable wings, has 
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made a fatal swoop and has taken from our midst a good 

man, a noble citizen, and an affectionate husband and father.  

He was born in Lee County, Virginia, January 26, 1811, and 

lived there until he was sixteen years old.  He then went to 

Taswell, Tenn., and from there he went to Snow county, Ky., 

where he married Sarah Ann Mason, his widow.  He then 

moved to Indiana, and from there he came to Douglas county 

in 1843, and he has lived here ever since.  He was three times 

elected county judge of this county, and made an excellent 

officer.  He was the father of fourteen children, and 

grandfather of sixty-six grand children, great-grandfather of 

nineteen great-grand children. He joined the United States 

service in the first call for volunteers and afterwards joined 

the 46th Mo. Infantry, and was honorably discharged at the 

close of the war.  He has been a resident of this county for 47 

years and during which time he won the esteem of every one, 

and was regarded by all as a quiet, sober, and companionable 

gentleman.  His once happy home is now a house of sorrow.  

That cheerful fireside has turned into a place of mourning.  

His remains were interred in the cemetery on Whites creek, 

on Friday, 24 January. 

 

February 6, 1890 (Vol. III, No. 49) 
- Every man, woman, and child in the city have the grippe. 

- Frank Denney moved into his new residence on last Tuesday. 

- W. F. Ottwell intends building a residence in the southeast 

part of town in the near future. 

- Lewis N. Davenport is erecting a new business house on the 

southeast corner of the square. 

- Prof. Morris, of Arno, went to his home in Ohio on last 

Tuesday to see his father, who is dangerously ill. 

- Horace and Frank Curnutt have commenced the erection of a 

new dwelling house on the west end of the Wilson block. 

- Dr. Baldwin, who recently located in Ava, is sick with 

bilious fever. 

- On Thursday last Thomas and John C. Martin of Findley 

township, were brought before Squire Wm. Mathes on a 

charge of feloniously assaulting one Jacob Lakey.  The 

trouble grew out of a disturbance at a dance at the house of 

defendant J. C. Martin on January _the last.  Both of the 

defendant were bound over to await the action of the grand 

jury at the coming of the March term of Circuit Court. 

- Town Lot Commissioner, E. D. Pennington, sold the last lot 

owned by Douglas county, in Potter‟s addition to Ava on last 

Thursday, and now has on hand sufficient funds to nearly 

complete the court house and improve the public square 

around the court house.  A good public well is a much 

needed improvement for the benefit of the public and the use 

of the county officials.  A few good hitch racks would be an 

improvement appreciated by the farmer who comes to town 

to trade and attend court. 

- Ava, Mo., Feb 1st, 1890.  The following are a list of letter 

remaining in this office, which if not called for in 30 days 

will be sent to the Dead Letter Office: 

Davis, A. A. 

Davis, Mr. and Mrs. G. W. 

Haryer, Malissa B. 

Rush, Mr. D. W. 

Swain, Miss R. L. 

Whitaker, J. W. 

Wagner, Anton 

Waner, Mr. Wm. 

 

February 13, 1890 (Vol. III, No. 50) 
- M. King is drilling a well for Dr. Baldwin this week. 

- Two young ladies of our town intend starting a millinery 

store shortly. 

- Dr. M. H. Osborn was in town on Tuesday looking for a 

location for an office. 

- Mr. and Mrs. James Pennington, of Cass township, have a 

new arrival in their family.  It is a girl of the usual weight. 

- Lewis N. Davenport has made application to the county court 

for a saloon license.  The court granted the license, which 

was set at $250 for every six months. 

- Marriage licenses have been granted to the following: 

Samuel Davis to Susan Andrews, A. R. Hood to Louisa 

Clark, Jas. N. Wyatt to Augusta Kelley. 

- Recent sales of town lots have furnished sufficient funds to 

complete the upper part of the court house and Town Lot 

Commissioner Pennington has been directed by the county 

court to have the circuit court room completed in time for the 

coming March term of court. 

- Born to the wife of Wm. Pennington, a girl. 

- Prof. Mercer will start a class in German at the Ava Normal 

in a few weeks. 

- Frederick R. Englehart proved up on his homestead before J. 

H. Martin on Tuesday. 

- Wm. Huff has sold his farm on Spring Creek township to Mr. 

Whitesides, of Dade county, Missouri. 

- J. A. McDaniel is erecting a residence on an 80 acres of land 

purchased by him from W. R. Potter, about one mile from 

town, where he intends to reside. 

- Buckhart News: Health is good.  The la grippe has not struck 

Buckhart yet. 

- Sunday School Organization.  The Sunday school convention 

met pursuant to advertisement on Sunday February 4th, with 

a fair attendance.  J. H. Martin was chosen as chairman.  

Rev. J. H. Parsons, agent of the Missouri State Sunday 

school association, delivered the opening address stating the 

aims of the association, which are to secure more efficient 
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work in the Sunday schools of Douglas county, and to 

thoroughly organize and bring into harmony the Sunday 

schools of the county with the State Association.  Interesting 

addresses relative to the work were delivered by Rev. 

Hamby, Rev. Baldwin, J. M. Curnutt, J. K. Bulger and 

others.  The following named gentlemen were elected 

officers of the association: J. H. Martin, president; J. T. 

Hailey, permanent secretary; Jas. Hailey, treasurer; J. M. 

Curnutt, Elihu Farmer and A. J. Hamby, executive 

committee.  The township presidents appointed were: 

Benton, F. V. Baldwin; Buchanan, W. A. Ruyle; Boone, 

Matthew Brown; Cass, E. Farmer; Campbell, W. J. Fulton; 

Clay, Jesse Pew; Clinton, T. N. Smallwood; Findley, S. J. 

Banks; Jackson, Jas. Davis; Lincoln, J. P. M. Norman; 

Richland, John Black; Spring Creek, G. M. Siler; Walls, 

John Thurman; Washington, Samuel Turner.  The next 

meeting of the association is to held at Upshaw‟s Chapel, in 

the eastern part of the county, on the 20th and 21st days of 

August, 1890.  W. H. Johnston, Secretary, Pro Tem. 

- Proceedings of the County Court.  Warrants were issued to 

L. O. Hailey for insurance on the court house, $12.50; to P. 

H. Brown, road overseer of Jackson township, for $36. 

 

February 20, 1890 (Vol. III, No. 51) 
- L. O. Hailey‟s new house on south side of town is nearly 

completed. 

- The ladies of Ava took up a collection for Rev. Jacob Miller 

on Monday and raised the snug little sum of $25.50. 

- Uncle Austin Reynolds is dangerously ill and not expected to 

live. 

- A. C. Kice has nearly completed his new dwelling house on 

the south side of town. 

- Mary J. Jackson, widow of David H. Jackson, of Buchanan 

township, has been allowed a pension. 

- J. A. McDaniel and family are preparing to move on to their 

farm one mile north of the court house. 

- There was an entertainment at the G.A.R. Hall on Saturday 

night, given by Prof. Zumas.  There was a goodly number in 

attendance. 

- J. H. F. Osborne is expecting to soon become a resident of 

Ava, having purchased the McDaniel property on the 

southeast corner of the square. 

- Hiram Decker and Miss Jula A. Beldin, both of Vera Cruz, 

were united in marriage on the 15th inst., by Squire Bowdre, 

of Boone township. 

- Harrison Souder has purchased the saw mill formerly owned 

by Miles M. Pease and will locate it in the northwest corner 

of Jackson township. 

- Judge John H. Hailey, formerly of Ava, has located at 

Winona, Mo., and will continue to practice his profession in 

Douglas and adjoining counties. 

- The discovery of silver ore in paying quantities in the 

southern part of the county is causing considerable 

excitement.  If the deposits of the ore prove lasting in 

quantity we may reasonably expect railroads through our 

county within a short time. 

- William Coats, of Boone township, was in our city the first 

of the week on business relating to the Cold Springs post-

office, of which he has been recently appointed post-master.  

Mr. Coats is a good Republican and a competent man for the 

position. 

- Marriage license have been issued since our last issue, as 

follows: Chas. D. Dewhirst to Lillie Brawley; A. L. Curry to 

Laura McCulock; Hiram Decker to Jula A. Beldin; William 

Manning to Ollie Lamb,; Samuel F. Sullivan to Nancy A. 

Webster; Bennet Scott to Margaret M. Crow. 

- Grand and Petit Jurors.  Clinton Township, Dane Dobbyns, 

grand juryman, B. B. Reed and J. W. Elliott, petit jurymen; 

Richland, Lawson Bruce g., John Thompson and Larkin 

Cearly p.; Jackson, Wm. Dobbs g., J. H. Leroy and Rich 

Ferguson p.; Clay, L. M. Roy g., Joseph Dennis and Isaac 

Ellrod p.; Boone, John Walker g., T. S. Pettijohn and Charles 

Griffith p.; Walls, J. H. Poyner g., L. B. Shipley and J. M. 

Thurman p.; Findley, John Brixey g., J. A. Upchurch and 

Joseph Huffman, p; Benton, Robert Overman g., Thomas 

Singleton and H. B. Day p.; Campbell Meshack Hodges g., 

Aaron Curtis and John Albright p.; Buchanan, Henry Cavner 

g., Geo. W. Adams and Blackburn Jenkins p.; Washington, 

Levi Hunt g., Anderson Hartley and William Kester p.; 

Lincoln, Elisha Ellison g., Gabe Williams and Madison hall 

p. 

- Around Vera Cruz: La grippe has not made its appearance 

among us.  We stick to old styles and have the measles.  

Frank Hayes‟ school will close next week, which will 

probably end the debating society.  The man who claims to 

have the biggest head in the debating society got beat on 

Friday 31st ult., and now he feels that his head is less than it 

was.  Ambrose Mckay is building a storage room over a 

neatly made cellar.  Robinson McKap and family will soon 

remove to his homestead.  An infant son of Mr. and Mrs. 

Charles Veasey died on the 11th.  Russell Earl had made 

many friends in his four months sojourn among us, and the 

parents have the sympathy of the whole community. 

- Buckhart Items.  Silver ore has been discovered in paying 

quantities in the hills six miles south of Buckhart.  The first 

discoveries were made on the farm of Mira Pease on south 

line of Douglas county, and since the precious metal has 

been discovered on several adjoining farms.  The narrow 

gauge timber road is being extended across the east end of 

the county to the Ozark county line, and will come in good 
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use to haul the ore to market. 

 

February 27, 1890 (Vol. III. No. 52) 
- W. F. Ottwell has purchased a lot on the east side of town 

and will erect a dwelling house this spring. 

- Obituary.  Died--On February 17th, Rev. James D. Pettyjohn, 

aged 61 years.  Brother Pettyjohn was a member of the 

Missionary Baptist church, and preached for thirty years.  He 

was born in Wilson county, Tenn., on June 26th, 1828, and 

has been a resident of Douglas county many years.  Thus, 

one by one we are being called home to give an account of 

our stewardship, therefore, be also ready, for in such an hour 

as ye think not the son of man cometh.  Evan Griffith. 

- Born--To the wife of Denis Conrad on the 22nd inst., a girl. 

- Married--At the residence of A. C. Brawley, on the 23d inst., 

Charles Dewhirst to Miss Lillie Brawley, by Squire J. Casad. 

- Married--By Squire J. Casad, on the 21st inst., at the 

residence of the Rev. Wm. Turner, on Hunter--T. M. Shelton 

to Miss Mamie Turner. 

- B. F. Tallman has taken the contract for the completion of 

the circuit court room and will have it completed in time for 

circuit court in March. 

- M. H. Randall, of Mansfield, was in our city last week.  Mr. 

Randall is prospecting for a business location.  He is a first-

class watchmaker and jeweler and regards Ava as good 

location for the business.  We would be pleased to have him 

locate in our town. 

- Marriage license have been issued since our last issue as 

follows: W. S. Dunn to Almarinda B. Comer, Thomas M. 

Shelton to Mamia Turner, S. E. Boone to Mary E. Silvey, Z. 

G. Andrews to Oma V. Robertson, James S. Carrick to 

Mason Upchurch, Louis Bell to Malissa L. Shipley. 

- The Arno normal school, under the supervision of Profs. Kay 

and Morris, is making fine progress.  Capt. Sam. Turner has 

just completed the erection of a new building to be used as a 

boarding house for students, and which was a much needed 

improvement for the accommodation of the rapidly 

increasing patronage of the school. 

- Mr. Summers, of Spring Creek township, was in town on 

Wednesday of last week looking after the title of his land.  

He has been notified by Mr. W. P. Kelley who claims title to 

so much land in Douglas County to come up and pay for a 

deed.  Mr. Kelley has several in their fix if reports are true.  

Before he left for Kentucky he claimed to have 180 deeds to 

various farms scattered over the county. 

- From Clever Creek.  Mr. A. Lemons has cleared a large piece 

of new ground and intends to make application to change the 

county road around his land.  W. M. Potter has sold his farm 

to Mr. Mallonee, from Kansas City and will move to 

Camden county, MO.  Miss Anna Schechter has secured the 

Fox Creek school and will commence an eight months term 

on April 1.  Elmer Potter took out marriage license recently 

but failed to consummate his arrangements as the girl 

changed her mind. 

 

March 6, 1890 (Vol. IV, No. 1) 
- William Coats, of Cold Springs, has been allowed a pension. 

- Rev. Jacob Miller preached at the school house on Sunday 

evening. 

- Messrs. Klineline and Yandall have completed all the 

necessary arrangements to start their new distillery and 

commence operations shortly. 

- U. S. Marshal Roper made Douglas county a business call on 

Saturday last and arrested Mr. Brown, who was recently 

interested in a saw mill on Fox creek.  The usual charge of 

cutting timber has been preferred against Brown and whether 

he is proven guilty or not guilty he will have his cost to pay.  

Would it not be justice for U. S. Government to pay 

defendants costs in all cases when acquitted of the charge 

preferred.  The government is certainly more able to pay than 

the individual wrongfully accused. 

- From Dogwood.  Rev. Blower has just concluded a two 

weeks discourse at the Trottel school house.  He has been 

telling us there is no “devil.”  As we have been taught to 

believe in the personality of a devil, we are almost persuaded 

to believe that the gentleman is what his name implies, a 

Blower. 

- Ava, Mo., March 1st, 1890.  Dead letter list. 

Buckley, I. N. 

Cay, Mr. Wm. T. 

Harper, Mrs. Hailey 

Long, Mr. J. S. 

La Vanway, Mr. F. W. 

Worrell, F. M. 

Wise, John 

- Woodland (Cal.) Mail.  Suicide.  A. G. Pennington Commits 

Suicide by Taking Morphine.  A young man, known as A. G. 

Pennington, was found dead in a room in the Pacific Hotel, 

by Chris Seiber, last Saturday morning about eight o‟clock.  

Coroner Stephens was notified and the body removed to the 

morgue.  Pennington was buried on Monday, the 24th ult. 

- We would state, in addition to the foregoing, that the 

deceased, A. G. Pennington was formerly of Ava, and is the 

son of Mr. and Mrs. E. D. Pennington of this place, who have 

the sympathy of the community in their sudden bereavement. 

- Ordinances.  Board of Trustees of the town of Ava. 

(Ordinance 16 to regulate and license the sale of intoxicating 

liquors.) 
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March 13, 1890 (Vol. IV, No. 2) 
- Eugene de Bauernfeind, formerly of Ava, an for the last two 

or three years editor of the South Missourian, published at 

Alton, Mo., has sold the paper to Dr. J. E. Moesley, L. P. and 

G. R. Norman, and will remove to Montana.  L. P. Norman 

will edit and publish it. 

- B. F. Tallman is ceiling the circuit court this week.  This is a 

much needed improvement to the court house and will be 

appreciated at the coming term of court. 

- Ava has a billiard hall on the southeast corner of the square. 

- Circuit Clerk Martin is having a coat of paint put on his new 

barn. 

- Wm. M. Miller has purchased the Robert N. Lee farm near 

Ava. 

- James Hailey has been improving and repairing the Hailey 

Hotel. 

- W. H. Doyle proved up on his homestead before J. M. 

Curnutt on Monday. 

- The city election will be held at the court house in Ava on 

Tuesday the 1st day of April. 

- Uncle Austin Reynolds, who was reported dangerously ill in 

last week‟s issue is not improving. 

- J. W. Shinpaugh, of Clay township, was in town on Monday 

and proved up on his homestead before J. H. Martin. 

- Collector Wilson has sold his residence property to John A. 

Spurlock and has purchased a building lot from A. P. Miller 

and will erect another dwelling house this summer. 

- Mrs. General Johnson and family passed through Ava on her 

way to her old home in Virginia.  She released all claims 

against the estate of General Johnson, her deceased husband, 

before she left. 

- Marriage license have been issued from the recorder‟s office 

since our last issue as follows: Thomas E. Hayes to Minnie 

Bumgardner, E. Kirkman to Mollie Sympson, M. W. G. 

Meritt to Elizabeth Hampton, W. C. Reece to E. F. Barnes, 

Jesse J. Huffman to Netta A. Haden. 

- County court proceedings.  License granted to J. A. Bean to 

keep a billiard hall in Ava.  School fund bond of Wm. 

Hartley to secure $83.00 borrowed school fund approved. 

- Notice of Publication. Land Office March 6, 1890.  Hyram 

H. Potter, homestead application No. 10,122. 

- Notice of Publication. Land Office March 8, 1890.  Elisha 

Morris, homestead application No. 10,506. 

 

March 20, 1890 (Vol. IV, No. 3) 
- Born, to the wife of Hughlette Miller, on the 14th, a boy. 

- Town Marshal Osborne caged two prisoners on Monday, 

charged with being drunk and disorderly. 

- Holeman and Wagner have secured the contract to furnish 

lumber for the new Baptist church in Ava. 

- Messrs. M. C. And J. D. Reynolds, of this city, have 

purchased the Wright County Mercantile Co‟s store and 

stock of goods located at Mansfield, Mo.  J. D. Reynolds 

expects to move to Mansfield and take charge of the 

business. 

- The Jolly Coons are Coming is the name of a minstrel troupe 

which will appear in Ava on the night of March 26th.  Come 

out and enjoy two hours of solid fun.  Those will laugh who 

never laughed before, and those who always laugh will laugh 

the more.  New plays, new jokes, good music. 

- Mary A. Lee, L. C. Trowbridge, and John W. Freeman made 

final proof on their homesteads the 17th inst. 

- The services of Miss Dot Bulger have been secured by the 

Brown school district to teach a two months term of school, 

commencing march 17th. 

- Messrs. C. R. A. Davis and I. M. W. Fatiety, of Mt. Grove, 

have formed a copartnership and established a drug store at 

Buckhart, in Jackson township this county. 

- Marriage licenses have been issued this week as follows, viz: 

Frederick Morris to Elizabeth J. Haynes, Joseph N. Dugger 

to Annie Stevens, James D. Arnold to Sarah Long. 

- The high water of last week resulted in considerable damage 

to the bottom farms along Bryant.  Old settlers report that the 

creek was nine feet higher than it has been at any time in the 

last ten years.  One of the largest losers by the high water is 

old uncle Tom Brown, whose fences were nearly all washed 

away and in many places the land severely injured by the 

washing away of the surface and leaving behind a bed of 

gravel. 

- The new ceiling of the circuit court room, which was ordered 

by the county court at the last term, has been completed and 

Douglas county now has a good court house, which is a 

credit to the county, and to the town of Ava, and the citizens 

who subscribed liberally for its erection.  The next 

improvement is the erection of a good substantial jail 

building, which is a necessity, and will save the tax payers of 

the county an amount sufficient to pay for it in criminal costs 

and the cost of transporting criminals to the jails of other 

counties in a period of two years. 

 

March 27, 1890 (Vol. IV, No. 4) 
- Died, on Tuesday, the 26th, L. M. Hammond, of Findley 

township. 

- The lumber for the new Baptist church is coming in slow.  

The mill says it has been impossible to get it here on account 

of so much high water. 

- The following marriage licenses have been granted this 

week: J. W. McCaskey to Alice Pierce, Stillman Clark to 

Emiline Ashley, Frank Wilson to Miss Cameron, John J. 

Brown to Sumantha Fleetwood. 
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- Died--James Lamb, on Sunday the 23d inst., at his residence 

in Spring Creek township. 

- Collector Wilson is rapidly completing his new dwelling 

house on the south side of town. 

- The voters of the Ava school district will vote on a 

proposition to bond the district for a new school house on 

next Tuesday.  A good school house would help the town 

and the district. 

 

April 3, 1890 (Vol. IV, No. 5) 
- Died, William Price, of Walls township, on Friday the 28th. 

- Died, the infant child of Mr. and Mrs. Jno. Burden, of Walls 

township, on Wednesday the 27th. 

- The register of the Singleton Hotel contains the names of 

over 150 guests registered during court week. 

- Elmore Morris went south on a business trip on Monday last. 

- Died, Jno. Burden, of Walls township, on Thursday, the 27th. 

- Collector Wilson‟s new house was badly damaged by the 

storm on Thursday. 

- Irvin King, Mat Hendricks, Jake Lakey, and one Williams 

visited our city lock up this week. 

- Wm. Vaughn, of Spring creek township has sold his farm to 

D. B. Pratt, and will remove to Texas. 

- Clerk Martin has issued the following marriages: John B. 

Buscoe to Permelia Harges, Elmer Deaver to Rosy Loftis, 

Frank Wilson to Manda Cameron, John J. Brown to 

Samanthia Fleetwood, Geo. H. Mores to Susan Stafford. 

- On Thursday Ava and vicinity was visited by a severe wind 

storm, which lasted from early in the morning until midnight.   

Considerable damage was done to fencing, which was in 

many places leveled to the ground.  Part of the railing was 

blown off of the court house while court was in session, 

nearly causing a stampede from the building. 

- The city election in Ava on Tuesday April 1st resulted in the 

re-election of W. C. Kelton, Martin Singleton, James Hailey, 

and Geo. B. Waters and the election of B. F. Tallman to fill 

the office of trustees for the year commencing April 1st, 

1890.  The first meeting for the board will be held on 

Monday, the 7th inst., at the County Clerk‟s office in the 

court house. 

- The annual school meeting for this district was opened at 2 

o‟clock p.m.  A. C. Kice was elected chairman and A. P. 

Miller, secretary.  S. S. Roberts was elected director for a 

three year term, and Berry Silvey director for the unexpired 

term of Elias Cobb who removed from the district.  A vote 

was taken for a six months school.  The tax for the coming 

year will be 40 cts. on the $100 valuation. 

- Roy Budget.  New settlers and new comers are dropping into 

our part of the county.  Steven Jackson is expecting to repair 

the old Lyons mill one and a quarter miles east of Roy.  A 

new mail route from Roy to Little Beaver has been 

established and A. F. Powers is expected to get the contract 

as carrier. 

- Ava, Mo. April 1st, 1890.  Dead letter list. 

Brown, L. E. 

Elkins, Barcly 

Hoffman, Mr. Emory 

Miller, Miss M. L. 

Skeans, Mr. D. A. 

Simmons, Mr. John R. 

West, Mrs. Mary 

Wilson, Mr. J. M. 

- Notice of Publication.  Land Office of Springfield, February 

28, 1890.  Charles Forrest, homestead application no. 12,780.  

Witnesses: Patrick H. Brown, Isaac Brown, Isaac Hoover, 

Edward Brown, all of Rockbridge, Ozark county, MO. 

 

April 10, 1890 (Vol. IV, No. 6) 
- Frank Curnutt‟s house is about completed. 

- Cal Wilson has his new house about completed. 

- The school here has been closed on account of measles. 

- Died, on Thursday, April 3, John Herrol, of Campbell 

township. 

- August Michel made final proof on his homestead on 

Wednesday. 

- Adam Branstetter made his final proof on his homestead on 

Wednesday. 

- Jacob Filer proved up on his homestead before J. H. Martin 

on Saturday. 

- Berry Silvey has purchased the J. D. Reynolds place in this 

city and expects shortly to move his family there. 

- The following marriage licenses were issued by Clerk 

Martin:  

Charles Harrison to Margaret Potter 

Elisha C. Thompson to Patty Dobbs  

William Glasgow to Sarah A. Woods 

R. W. Fox to Hudlia Huffman. 

 

April 17, 1890 (Vol. IV, No. 7) 
- Died--On Monday, the 7th inst., the wife of Jason Rowe. 

- Dr. George Osborn intends locating in Ava shortly. 

- Born--To the wife of John A. Spurlock, on the 10th inst., a 

boy. 

- Frank Curnutt moved into his new residence on last 

Wednesday. 

- Died, on Sunday morning, Henrietta, youngest child of Mr. 

and Mrs. Calvin Wilson. 

- The case against Capt. E. D. Pennington, charged with 

assault on Elmore Morris, was tried in Squire Casad‟s court 

last Saturday, and the Capt. fined $1 and costs.  It appeared 
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to all present that the prosecuting attorney was defending 

instead of prosecuting the case. 

- The new Baptist church in Walls township is completed.  

The first meeting will be held in it on next Saturday. 

- The distillery owned by Klineline and Yandell is running in 

full blast and some of our boys are fond of visiting it. 

- W. J. Turner, of Arno, has purchased the stock of goods 

owned by W. C. Kelton, of this place, and will continue the 

business at the old stand. 

- Prof. Morris, of Arno, has made application for the public 

school here for the next term.  Should the directors secure his 

services, it would be safe to say that Ava would, for once, 

have a good school. 

- Clerk Martin has issued the following marriage licenses this 

week: Charles Ward to Minda E. Cooper, John A. Miller to 

Ida M. Hite. 

- To the Democrats.  Notice is hereby given that the 

Democrats of Douglas county will meet in mass convention 

Saturday, the 3rd day of May, 1890 at the court house in Ava 

to elect delegates to the state Democratic Convention. L. O. 

Hailey, chairman. 

 

April 24, 1890 (Vol. IV, 8) 
- Ava is to have a new livery stable. 

- Rev. Robert Young preached at the hall on Sunday. 

- J. M. Lumpkins is purchasing the material for a dwelling 

house. 

- Mrs. Mary Haynes died at the county poor farm on Monday 

the 21st inst. 

- Robert Wilson is erecting a wagon and paint shop on south 

west corner of the square. 

- Collector Calvin Wilson has nearly completed his new 

dwelling house and expects shortly to occupy it. 

- The Union Sunday School was organized on last Sunday at 

the Hunter school house on Hunter creek. 

- The Andy Martin Post G.A.R. met at the hall on Saturday 

evening and the attendance was small. 

- Marriage license have been issued as follows: Felty Sumners 

to Sarah J. Murray, and W. B. Cowan to Nancy J. Mackey. 

- A. C. Brawley was in Ava Monday looking for an 

investment in town lots.  He would be welcome as a citizen 

of Ava. 

- O. H. Morehouse and Dan C. Pettit, of this county returned 

on Sunday last from a three months absence in Mississippi. 

- Dr. George Osborn has purchased two lots from J. A. 

McDaniel on east side of town and expects to build a 

dwelling house on them this summer. 

- Ava needs a first class shoe-maker and a good shop can be 

secured from Robert Wilson an application free of charge for 

the next six months. 

- The subscribers to the fund for the new General Baptist 

Church in Ava are requested to pay their subscriptions to J. 

T. Hailey, Treasurer, at once as active work is to be 

commenced on the building immediately and the cash funds 

are needed without delay. 

- There will be a meeting of the Sons of Veterans at the 

G.A.R. Hall at Ava on Saturday, the 26th inst. At 6 o‟clock 

P.M. for the purpose of organizing a camp of the Sons of 

Veterans.  All who are entitled to membership are specially 

requested to attend. 

- District No. 3 township 26 range 19 of Benton township have 

voted a building tax of 65 cents on the dollar for the purpose 

of building a new school house.  This is a step in the right 

direction.  More school houses and better ones is our motto. 

- Drs. M. H. And George Osborn have leased the front part of 

the Herald building at this place and will put in a first class 

stock of drugs.  They expect to be ready for business and the 

Messrs. Osborn intend to put in a store that will be a credit to 

the town. 

- List of Road Overseers (District No.) 

J. E. Landers (1) 

Geo Fields (2) 

W. S. Thompson (3) 

R. N. Coble (4) 

W. H. C. Zion (5) 

John Leroy (6) 

G. W. Mason (7) 

Freeman Kitterman (8) 

James Ously (9) 

No report from (10)  

B. Heard (11) 

Hiram Foster (12) 

John Snyder (13) 

David Stewart (14) 

J. S. Starr (15) 

W. Sims (16) 

Jas Morrison (17) 

Frank Hailey (18) 

Thos. Leitch (19) 

Jesse Stafford (20) 

W. E. Banks (21) 

Thos. Sloan (22) 

Thos. G. Hale (23) 

 

May 1, 1890 (Vol. IV, No. 9) 
- Born--to the wife of W. R. Potter, on the 25th inst., a girl. 

- Dr. T. V. Baldwin preached at the Hall on Sunday evening. 

- T. B. Reaves, post master at Girdner, was in Ava Saturday. 

- Born to the wife of Dr. Baldwin on Saturday night, a 3 pound 

boy. 
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- Building lots are getting scarce in Ava and a new addition to 

the town will soon be in order. 

- Clerk Martin has issued marriage license to the following 

persons: J. H. Hammon to Louisa Hanney, and O. A. Davis 

to Ella Howard. 

- J. A. Spurlock moved into his residence property the first of 

the week. 

- Henry Singleton and John King left for Arno on Tuesday 

where they expect to attend the Arno Normal School. 

- On Wednesday night the general merchandise store of W. C. 

Kelton of this city was broken into by burglars.  The entrance 

was effected at the front door of the store.  Martin Singleton, 

the proprietor of the Singleton house, was awakened by the 

noise made in opening the door and went out on the street 

near the store with a lantern to ascertain the cause of the 

disturbance, which resulted in a quick retreat of the burglars.  

The cash drawer was opened but the thieves failed to get 

anything, as all the money had been taken out the night 

before except for a few copper cents.  Nothing else in the 

store was disturbed. 

- Flora Items.  Measles have made a clean sweep in this 

vicinity and only one death was caused by them.  The little 

son of A. V. Hilton, aged 2 years fell a victim to them and 

was buried the 22nd.  Uncle Doc Huffman‟s family are all 

about well again.  Uncle Doc still has the rheumatism.  We 

need a Post Office, Blacksmith shop, a good Doctor, and 

more law abiding men and then our neighborhood would be 

good enough. A. Democrat. 

 

May 8, 1890 (Vol. IV, No. 10) 
- Died--The infant child of Mr. and Mrs. F. V. Baldwin, on the 

4th inst. 

- J. A. G. Reynolds & Sons have erected a new side walk in 

front of their property on East side of square. 

- Marriage license have been issued this week to George L. 

Young and Mary Elliott; John F. Miller and Josephine Julian. 

- Rev. J. M. Lewis will preach a Decoration Day sermon at the 

G.A.R. Hall in Ava on the 25th inst.  A large attendance is 

anticipated. 

- Dr. W. R. Harper has sold two lots on North side of square 

and the purchasers expect to erect business houses on them 

during the coming Summer season. 

- Messrs. G. W. and M. H. Osborn have purchased the Herald 

building and will put in a first class stock of drugs at once. 

- H. M. Miller anticipates erecting a new business building on 

the west side of the square this summer, which will be a 

decided improvement to Ava. 

- The city council met on Monday evening.  A new election 

ordered to be called for the 24th inst.  J. H. E. Osborne 

tendered his resignation as city marshal which was accepted 

and J. M. Livingston was appointed to fill the vacancy. 

- William K. Burchell.  The fierce Spirit of the Scythe and 

Glass has again visited us on his mission of death, and cut 

down one of the loveliest, noblest youths of our land.  Willie 

K. Burchell, aged 10 years, died on the 2nd day of May, 

1890 after a protracted illness of fifty-six days. His disease 

was complicated, but believed to be principally spinal 

affection.   

- From Cass Township.  At a meeting of the County Farmer‟s 

and Laborer‟s Union, held at the Clever Creek school house 

on Thursday and Friday, May 1st and 2nd, the proposition to 

establish a newspaper at Ava to be run in the interest of the 

Union was discussed.  Prof. Tingle, Humansville, formerly 

of Ava, was present and make a proposition to the meeting 

which it was not accepted as it required the sum of $300 cash 

to make it go, and the Union has hopes of making better 

terms with Mr. Platt of Locvgne, Kansas. 

- May 1st, 1890, Dead letter list. 

Birch, Wm. W. 

Doltan, Poxton 

Dolenmayer, Mrs. Frank 

Davidson, Mrs. M. J. 

Ellison, Mr. Richard 

Huffman, Mrs. Ann 

Kelso, Mr. Wm. 

McKay, Geo B. 

Proud, Mr. Joseph 

Thompson, Mr. G. R. 

 

May 15, 1890 (Vol. IV, No. 11) 
- W. W. Clark of Spring Creek, Henderson Elliott of Boone 

township, W. J. Lowry and Lem Shipley of Walls township, 

and S. C. Parker of Clay township were in town on Monday. 

- W. J. Turner has a new telephone in his store house on N. W. 

Corner of square. 

- J. A. G. Reynolds & Sons have erected a new side walk in 

front of their property on East side of square. 

- W. J. Turner who has purchased the store of general 

merchandise of W. C. Kelton‟s old stand is doing a lively 

business.  If you want a bargain in clothing, boots and shoes 

give him a call. 

- There is a good prospect for the establishment of a bank in 

the near future in Ava.  It is a good location as at present 

there is none in the county, and the nearest bank being at Mt. 

Grove or Springfield, and a good banking business can be 

readily established here on a good paying basis. 

- A Camp of Sons of Veterans will be mustered at Ava, on 

May 17th.  All who have made application for membership 

are requested to be on hand promptly.  Jesse Roote, captain. 

- Buckhart Items.  Since Dr. A. Davis has located here we 
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have had livelier times, and it would be a welcome addition 

to our society at Buckhart if the Dr. would move his family 

here.  There has been a new school district formed in this 

corner of Jackson township and a new school house will 

soon be erected.  R. C. Atkins & Co. are doing a good 

business at their wagon shop.  Thomas Hackel has erected a 

blacksmith shop near this place.  Mr. John Booth has 

completed his new dwelling house.  R. J. Rowland expects to 

build a new dwelling house this summer.  Buckhart needs a 

church. 

 

May 22, 1890 (Vol. IV, No. 12) 
- Uncle Bob Young preached at the Hall Saturday night. 

- Dr. J. S. Potter of Camden county, Mo., was in town 

Saturday. 

- Rev. Beech, the Methodist circuit rider, preached at the Hall 

Sunday night. 

- Mr. Jasper Kinder, the blind musician of Phlegton, is visiting 

friends in Ava this week. 

- The foot washing, which was to take place at the Hall 

Sunday was postponed until next month. 

- Mr. Lumpkins, father of Barber Lumpkins, is in Ava.  He is 

going to build a dwelling for the Barber. 

- Mrs. Nancy Garrison, of Arden, widow of Benj. Garrison, 

was granted a pension, of $2,580, few days ago. 

- G. W. Steen, of Linn Creek, Camden County, Mo., was in 

town this week looking for a location for a hardware store. 

- J. C. Rogers, cashier of the Christian County Bank, and Dr. 

Fullbright, both of Ozark, were in town this week, 

prospecting to establish a bank at this place. 

- We call attention to the announcement of S. H. Lakey as a 

candidate for Sheriff subject to the action of the Republican 

nominating Convention.  Mr. Lakey is well and favorably 

known in this vicinity, having served as Constable of Benton 

township for two or three years, and if elected will 

undoubtedly make a good sheriff. 

- The directors of the Ava district have employed Prof. Kay, 

formerly of the Arno normal, to assist Prof. Mercer in the 

Ava normal.  They are both good and experienced teachers 

and if the patrons will take an interest Ava will have a first 

class school. 

- Buckhart Items.  We learn that Mr. C. Rush‟s baby; who has 

been sick for some six weeks, died last Wednesday.  We 

have another addition to our town.  Mr. Lee Whitten, of Ark., 

has moved in, and is living on the south side of town.  We 

hope to see our town flourish.  There will be another dry 

goods store here in a short time.  Mr. Chambers of Cold 

Springs, talks of moving to this place. 

- Walls Township.  Services were held at the new Baptist 

church on Sunday last, for the first time.  Rev. Wm. Strong 

preaching to a large congregation.  The new church is a 

credit to the community. 

 

May 29, 1890 (Vol. IV, No. 13) 
- Mrs. M. C. Reynolds is sick with rheumatism.   

- Whit King is drilling a well for L. O. Hailey at his new 

residence. 

- J. W. Singleton has improved his dwelling house south of 

town with a new coat of paint. 

- Messrs. Eslick and Smith have a new well drilled on their lot 

back of the billiard hall. 

- Rev. J. M. Lewis preached quite an interesting decoration 

sermon at the G.A.R. Hall Sunday. 

- Bob Wilson has completed his new wagon and carpenter 

shop on south-west corner of square. 

- Lumpkins has purchased a lot on west side of town, and will 

erect a dwelling house on it this summer. 

- J. D. Hendrix will repair your shoes and boots at reasonable 

prices at Curnutt Bros‟ Grocery store on south west corner of 

square, on Saturday of each week. 

- Stephen Potter got his foot badly mashed Tuesday morning, 

while driving horse-power for the drill. 

- On Saturday last the dwelling house of Mrs. Webb, located 

about 7 miles south of Ava was destroyed by fire.  Mrs. 

Webb was attending church at the time. 

 

June 5, 1890 (Vol. IV, No. 14) 
- Henry Klineline was in town Tuesday. 

- J. M. Thurman, of Walls township, was in our city on 

Monday. 

- B. F. Tallman is erecting a carpenter shop on the south side 

of the square. 

- The foundation is being laid for the new Baptist church in 

this city.  The lumber is on the ground for the building. 

- Drs. G. W. and M. H. Osborn have ordered a stock of drugs 

from St. Louis, and will soon be ready for business at their 

new drug store on east side of the square. 

- School commissioner Kay has purchased 16 acres just east of 

town which includes the Potter residence.  Mr. Kay expects 

to make Ava his home, and associate himself with Prof. 

Mercer of the Ava normal school. 

- The new Ava Bank has been located in west end of the 

Hailey Hotel building and is ready for business.  It is a new 

enterprise and should receive the assistance and patronage of 

every business man in Ava and vicinity. 

- On Monday of this week Bud Duren and Wm. Ryan, of 

Boone township, got into a difficulty which resulted in Ryan 

being dangerously cut with a knife.  The parties are brothers-

in-law and the cause of the difficulty has not been reported.  

Ryan is expected to die from the effect of his wounds. 
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- Mr. J. M. Adams, from Springfield Kansas, arrived here on 

Friday with his safe and bank fixtures and will open a bank 

at once for the accommodation of the people of Ava and 

vicinity.  Mr. Adams comes highly recommended and will do 

legitimate banking business, which will be of great value to 

Ava and the surrounding county, and he should receive the 

patronage and support of our business men.  Several of the 

citizens of Ava have taken shares in the bank.  We wish the 

enterprise success. 

- Died.  We regret to announce the death of Mrs. Sarah R. 

Smith, wife of Jared E. Smith, which occurred at 2 o‟clock 

this morning at the home of her son-in-law, Mr. J. R. 

Ferguson, 621 College street, Springfield, Mo., after an 

illness of fifteen months with that dread disease, 

consumption.  Deceased is a native of Maury county, Tenn., 

was born October 11, 1823, and came to Springfield in 

October 1851, and has resided there ever since.  She joined 

the Christian church in 1847 and has been a consistent 

member for forty-three years.  She leaves a husband and six 

children, besides a large circle of friends and relatives to 

mourn her departure to a better land. 

 

June 12, 1890 (Vol. IV, No. 15) 
- Ad: Bank of Ava.  F. E. Adams, Cashier.  Does a general 

banking business.  Collections promptly made and remitted.  

Buy and sell Exchange. Special accommodations for regular 

customers.  References: E. F. Swinney, Cashier, 1st National 

Bank, Kansas City, Mo.; J. A. Patton, Cashier, 1st National 

Bank, Garden City, Ks.; and Thos. Alexander, Cashier, 

Exchange Bank, Franklin, PA. 

- John Coats of Vera Cruz, has been granted a pension. 

- J. M. Lyon and wife left on Friday of last week for a visit at 

their old home at Rome, Mo. 

- On Tuesday of last week a serious accident occurred at the 

Masterson saw mill on the head of Fox creek this county, Mr. 

Masterson was gumming the large circular saw with a small 

Emery which burst and a portion of it struck him between the 

eyes and seriously wounded him.  The force of the blow 

rendered him unconscious and the last reports are that he is 

not expected to recover. 

- Buckhart Items.  The storehouse and stock of merchandise 

belonging to Mr. Hutchinson, of Cold Springs, was destroyed 

by fire last week. 

 

June 19, 1890 (Vol. IV, No. 16) 
- (Financial Statement of Douglas County, Mo., for the year 

ending May 1st, 1890). 

- Ad: Douglas County Nursery, All Kinds of Fruit and 

Ornamental Trees.  I. C. Trowbridge & Sons, Vera Cruz, 

Mo. 

- Judge B. M. Burchell was in town on Saturday. 

- Died--William Keeton, on the 17th inst., aged about 33. 

- James M. Robertson called at the Herald office on Tuesday. 

- Rev. James Beach preached at the school house on Sunday 

evening. 

- School Commissioner T. A. Kay moved his family to his 

residence east of town on Monday. 

- J. F. Allbright of Campbell township, made this office a 

pleasant call on Monday. 

- The enumerators for the census of 1890 are rapidly pushing 

their work in this county. 

- Mrs. Louis Walser, of Findley township, made a pleasant call 

at the Herald office on Monday. 

- Wanted in Ava a good practical tinner, who will be furnished 

a good room for six months free of rent on application to 

Robert Wilson on south west corner of square. 

- John A. McDaniel, of Benton township, has sold his farm, 

one mile north of town, to Whit King and moved with his 

family back to Spiceland, Indiana.  Mr. McDaniel was an 

enterprising citizen and we are sorry to lose him. 

- Ava, Mo., June 1st, 1890.  Dead letter list. 

Forester, Robert 

French, Miss Bettie 

Hammons, Mr. Jim 

Sprague, E. R. 

Ware, John H. 

 

June 26, 1890 (Vol. IV, No. 17) 
- Judge H. H. Roller made this office a call on Tuesday. 

- The business hours of the Ava Bank are from nine to five 

o‟clock. 

- Clerk Martin issued the following marriage license this 

week: Geo. F. McJimsey to Amy Cox and Amos R. Gibson 

to Louise Turner. 

- Wm. W. Spurlock, of Whites Creek, passed through the city 

on Tuesday on his way to Mansfield, where he has been 

ordered for medical examination in regard to his pension 

claim. 

- G. W. Shelton called at the Herald office on Tuesday.  Mr. 

Shelton was on his way to Seymour, where he has been 

ordered for medical examination by the board of pension 

examiners. 

- The base ball grounds west of town have been secured for 

the celebration of the “glorious fourth,” one mile west of 

Ava.  The place secured is a good one, as there is ample 

shade and room for the amusements of the day.  Everybody 

is invited to attend and assist in making the occasion 

enjoyable. 

- On Thursday the 19th inst., John F. Miller and Art Eslick, of 

this city, got into a difficulty in front of the Davenport 
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saloon.  A few words were passed between them when Eslick 

struck at Miller with his hand, Miller at the same instant 

warded off the blow with his left arm and drawing a pistol 

shot Eslick in the right breast.  Eslick lived but about five 

minutes after he was shot.  The cause of the trouble between 

Miller and Eslick is not known. 

- On Sunday, the 22nd inst., Miss Louise Turner, the daughter 

of Samuel Turner, of Arno, was married to Mr. Amos 

Gibson, of Springfield, Mo.  The ceremony took place at 12 

o‟clock. P.M., at the Turner residence, in the presence of a 

large number of invited guests from Kansas City, Lebanon, 

Springfield, and neighbors and friends of Arno and vicinity. 

Miss Minnie Lambar, of Iberia, was bridesmaid and Charley 

Axbe, of Springfield, officiated as groomsman. The Marriage 

ceremony was performed by Father Grundy of this county.  

The bride was beautifully attired in a robe of rich white 

brocade silk, trimmed with point lace.  After the wedding 

ceremony the guests were ushered to the dining room for 

dinner.  The bride and groom were the recipients of 

numerous presents, among which was an elegant parlor set.  

Mr. and Mrs. Gibson left in the evening for Mansfield where 

they took the train on their bridal tour. 

- Springfield (Kan) Vidette.  Hon. J. Morgan Adams came in 

Monday evening from Southwestern Missouri where he as 

been establishing his new bank, which he reports as starting 

in good shape.  Mr. Adams has been a successful banker of 

this city for the past several years, and in whom the people 

have always placed implicit confidence and who will regret 

to know that in the future, he will depart to make his home in 

another state.  His bank here, the Bank of Seward, is one of 

the strongest financial institutions in this part of Kansas and 

has the confidence of the people for having conducted its 

affairs in a legitimate business like manner. 

 

July 3, 1890 (Vol. IV, No. 18) 
- William Dorrow, of Benton township, was in town on 

Monday. 

- D. W. Thomas, of Walls township, spent the Sabbath with 

friends in Ava. 

- J. C. Mency has been spending the last two weeks in Cherry 

Vale, Kansas. 

- J. C. Lamar, Wm. Walls, and A. J. Plumb, of Walls 

township, proved up on their homesteads on Tuesday. 

- James Martin and Andy Miller have purchased a new drill 

and will go into the well drilling business as copartners. 

- M. D. Robertson, of Spring Creek township, made the Herald 

office a pleasant call. 

- Alva A. Gay, of Walls township proved up on his homestead 

on Monday before J. M. Curnutt. 

- W. J. Turner has taken charge of the Osborn Drug Store for 

Drs. Osborn and will fill all orders and prescriptions for 

drugs. 

- Old residents say this is the hottest June on record.  

Thermometers have indicated 100 degrees above zero as 

maximum temperature for the last eight days. 

- A. P. Miller has sold his interest in the general merchandise 

store of Miller Bros., of this place to J. B. Miller who will 

continue the business under the old firm name. 

- The following marriage licenses were issued this week: L. A. 

Smith to Sarah Seifer, J. S. Hutchinson to Ester L. Rose, M. 

S. Hendrix to Anna Trot, and G. W. Pratt to Allie Hendrix. 

- The case of State of Missouri vs. J. F. Miller for shooting and 

killing Art Eslick was disposed of in Justice Court of R. A. 

Wheeler, on Friday morning, and the defendant was 

discharged. 

- The grove south of town has been secured for the Ava Fourth 

of July Celebration, instead of the base ball grounds west of 

town.  The place secured is well adapted for the purpose.  

Plenty of shade and good water convenient. 

- The third meeting of the Ava Bible Literary Society was held 

at the hall on Sunday in the presence of a large audience.  

This society is rapidly increasing in popularity and numbers 

and should receive the encouragement of the citizens of Ava.  

The society will meet every two weeks.  The next meeting 

will be held on Sunday evening, July the 13th, at 8 o‟clock 

p.m. 

- Program of the Benton Township Sunday School Convention 

to be held at Ava, Mo., on Sunday the 6th of July, 1890. 

Opening Song. ..................... By choir 

Address of welcome ............. J. H. Martin 

Response .............................. J. K. Bulger 

Singing  ................................ by choir 

Needs of the Sunday Schools of Benton township by Dr. F. 

V. Baldwin and others. 

Essay on teaching ................. Mrs. J. H. Payne 

Song ..................................... by choir 

Manners of teaching ............. Joel Casad 

Observance of the Sabbath by A. W. Vinson and others. 

Singing ................................. by choir 

Importance of bringing children in the Sunday school by 

A. J. Hamby 

Home influence over Sunday School by George Sanders 

Query Box 

Song ..................................... by choir. 

 

July 10, 1890 (Vol. IV, No. 19) 
- Best prints at Turner‟s for 6 1/4 cents per yard. 

- Jack Freeman, of Richland township, spent the Sabbath in 

Ava. 

- Judge Ince, of Spring Creek township, made a pleasant call at 
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the Herald office on Tuesday. 

- F. E. Adams has rented the Bowdry property and expects to 

move his family there from Springfield, Kansas. 

- The Ava Bank is doing a good business and is a solid 

improvement to our town as well as a great convenience to 

our business men. 

- Prof. Z. Roberts, census enumerator of Benton and Spring 

creek townships, completed the enumeration of his district 

last week. 

- J. Q. Thomas, enumerator for Walls and Boone townships, 

completed the enumeration of that district on the 3rd inst. 

- The following marriage licenses have been issued this week: 

Daniel Rhodes to Sidney Hutchison, G. W. Campbell to E. 

M. Singleton, Harrison H. Harvey to Martha Lamb, and John 

C. Robertson to Dora B. Ray. 

- On Thursday the 3rd inst., Miss Daily Singleton, of Ava, and 

G. W. Campbell of Mansfield, were united in the bonds of 

matrimony at the residence of the bride‟s parents.  They will 

make their future home in Mansfield. 

- John A. Spurlock and James Reynolds, Jr. have purchased 

the entire Jewelry stock of Ava and rented a part of the 

Osborn drug store and set up in grand style.  They have a 

complete line of watches, clocks and jewelry, and have 

orders out for more.  See their ad. 

- The picnic at Ava was a grand success as to numbers in 

attendance.  Only a portion of the advertised program was 

carried out and the visitors were disappointed by the failure.  

It is bad policy for a town to advertise an entertainment and 

then make no endeavor to carry out the full list of promised 

entertainments. 

- Mr. Platt and wife, from Kansas, arrived in Ava, on Saturday 

the 5th inst., where they expect to make their future home.  

Mr. Platt will establish a new weekly paper to be published 

on Thursday of each week, entitled the “Douglas County 

Farm Record,” and which will be devoted to the interests of 

the Union Labor party.  The office of the Farm Record is 

located over H. M. Miller‟s drug store on west side of the 

public square. 

- Smallett, Mo., July 4th, 1890.  To the editor of the Douglas 

County Herald, please publish the following: It has been 

reported to me that I sat as the Associate Justice of the Peace 

in the Miller and Eslick Murder case and that I approved of 

the decision in that case and that I approved of all that was 

done in the trial of that case.  I wish to put myself right 

before the public.  It is true that I sat as an Associate Justice 

in the Miller and Eslick murder case.  But the report that I 

approved of what was done is a bare faced falsehood.  I 

approved of nothing from the beginning to the end of that 

trial and I never signed the verdict of Esquire Wheeler when 

it was disposed of.  Hoping that this will be satisfactory, I am 

yours, W. C. Lewis, Justice of Peace. 

- Program of the Spring Creek Sunday School Convention, to 

be held at Walnut Grove, on Sunday, July 27th, 1890. 

Opening song, ...................... by choir 

Address of Welcome ............ Claud Harper 

Response .............................. A. S. Curtis 

Singing ................................. by choir 

Needs of the Sunday Schools of Spring Creek township, 

by A. J. Hamby 

   DINNER 

Essay on teaching ................. Mrs. G. M. Siler 

Song ..................................... by choir 

Duty of teachers ................... F. V. Baldwin 

Observance of the Sabbath 

J. W. Curtis 

Importance of bringing children into 

the Sunday School ............ J. H. Martin 

Home influence over Sunday 

School ............................... J. K. Bulger 

Song ..................................... Choir 

Manner of teaching .............. K. Boston 

Query Box 

Song ..................................... Choir 

Permanent Organization 

Election of delegates to the County convention 

Everyone come and bring a full basket. 

- Ava, Mo., July 1st, 1890.  Dead letter list. 

Banks, Wm. 

Beck, Mrs. Martha 

Brock, Mr. J. T. 

McCabe, H. T. 

Medlock, Miss Bell 

Saulsberry, Mrs. Margaret 

Thompson, Miss Julia 

 

July 17, 1890 (Vol, IV, No. 20) 
- Wm. Pettijohn, of Boone township, was in town on Thursday 

on business. 

- Lewis Trowbridge, of Boon township, made a pleasant call at 

this office on Friday. 

- John A. Spurlock spent Saturday and Sunday in Spring 

Creek and Walls townships. 

- Twenty-eight cases of tap sole, brogan shoes at Reynolds and 

Sons at $1.00 a pair. 

- A. J. Yates, of Jackson township was in Ava, on Friday. 

- Messrs. H. W. and A. M. Elmore, Cass township, spent 

Sunday and Monday with friends in Ava. 

- J. M. Thurman, of Walls township, passed through Ava on 

Tuesday on his way home from Mansfield. 

- Wm. W. Clark, of Spring Creek township, returned from 
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Oklahoma last week, where he has been to look at the 

country. 

- The Bible Literary Society met at the Hall on Sabbath 

evening.  There was a good attendance and everybody was 

pleased with exercises of the evening. 

- Out door worship seems to be the order of the season.  We 

hear of several large meetings for the purpose of holding 

religious services in the groves of this and other townships. 

- The new Baptist church is progressing slowly.  The 

foundation is ready for the building, and the lumber is on the 

ground ready for the workmen and if the work is not pushed 

the lumber will be damaged that it will be useless.  Let 

everybody lend a helping hand and “up” with the church. 

- On Sunday, the 13th day of July, the ceremony of baptism 

was held on the banks of Hunter creek, near the Singleton 

school house by Rev. Turner.  Mrs. J. W. Allen, a resident of 

this township was a candidate for baptism.  It was expected 

that several more would be baptized at that time but they 

were unable to be present.  The solemn ceremony was 

impressively performed in the presence of a large concourse 

of people. 

- On July 24th, 1890 there will be a pic-nic near Hiram Rice‟s 

new store in Richland township, this county.  All the 

candidates and everybody else are invited to attend.  

Committee: Elbert Cearley, W. H. Baylee, E. B. Linesmith. 

 

July 21, 1890 (Vol. IV, No. 21) 
- Dr. A. Davis of Buckhart was in town on Saturday. 

- Mrs. F. E. Adams, wife of Banker Adams, arrived in Ava on 

Friday. 

- Gill Jenkins of Buchanan township was in our city the last of 

the week. 

- J. E. Bunyard of Spring Creek township, made Ava a visit on 

Saturday. 

- Lewis Walser of Findley township made this office a visit on 

Saturday. 

- Rev. J. H. Black of Richland township was in our city Friday 

and Saturday. 

- Mrs. Ida Malloy of Arno, Mo., who has been so dangerously 

ill with fever is now improving rapidly. 

- There is a protracted meeting going on in Ava this week, 

Messrs. Young, Baldwin and Beach are the ministers. 

- The grandest display of fire works ever in Douglas county, 

will be at Bryant on the evening of Aug. the 2nd 1890, 

beginning at 8 o‟clock.  Be sure and come and bring your 

best girl. 

- By the good work of Prof. Kay, Ava is going to have patent 

seats.  He reports having 39 seats subscribed.  If the people 

of this district will assist Prof. Kay in his enterprise Ava will 

have a first class School in the future. 

- The Herald is in receipt of a communication from Mr. Joe 

Murphy, stating that he will appear in Ava, July 27th, to 

walk a wire from the top of the Court House to Miller Bros‟ 

store, everybody come and bring the babies to see the 

performance. 

- James Harless near Arno, Mo. Claim to have discovered at 

last the long look for perpetual motion.  He claims that his 

machine is very simple and will run until worn out and 

requires twice its weight to stop it when it is in motion, he is 

now making a machine of iron and will soon apply for a 

patent. 

- We have received the first copy of the Farm Record and are 

pleased with its general make up and tone of the salutatory 

address by its Gentlemanly Editor, Mr. Platt.  With its 

political case and principles, so far as it differs with the 

policy and principles of the Republican party, of course, we 

cannot agree, but with the position taken by its editor that the 

Farm Record will not descend to the expression of personal 

animosity and prejudice in its columns.  We can agree that it 

is certainly not the true province of a newspaper to lend itself 

to the expressions of personal malice or bitter personal spite 

against any individual member of society.  We hope the 

members of the F. & L. U. will liberally patronize the Farm 

Record.  It takes money to run a newspaper and nothing is 

more to the interest of any political organization than a well 

supported party organ. 

- Probate Court Docket. 

Ed Pennington g & c of Josiah Elmore, 1st annual settlement 

L. D. Painter adm of estate of Thomas Smith dec, final 

settlement 

James Lewis g & c W. H. and Ada Lewis minors, first annual 

settlement 

C. V. Conway adm of estate of Sarah Herron, third annual 

settlement 

J. W. Gilbreath adm of the estate of J. B. Robertson, 

continued 

J. W. Sallee adm of the estate of N. W. Sallee, 6th annual 

settlement 

Ed Pennington g & c of Hester A. Elmore, 1st annual 

settlement 

John Brown adm of W. A. Brown, first annual settlement 

John Collins g & c of minor heirs of Chas King dec, final 

settlement 

Sam Turner g & c of Eliza J. Lakey a minor, 1st annual 

settlement 

Sam Turner g & c of Isaac C. Snow, second annual 

settlement 

Sam Turner g & c of Oliver T. Stafford, 3rd annual 

settlement 

Sam Turner g & c of Wm. O. Stafford, a minor, 3rd annual 
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settlement 

M. H. Andrews g & c of Wm. Thomas a minor, 5th annual 

settlement 

Wm. M. Miller adm of the estate of J. S. Alsup dec, 

continued 

L. D. Painter adm of the estate of Thomas Smith, final 

settlement 

A. M. Sweton adm of estate of Josiah Wheat, 4th annual 

settlement 

Wesley Wood g & c for minor heirs of Joel Wood, 3rd 

annual settlement 

Joe Davis g & c for minor heirs of Stephen S. Potter dec, 

second annual settlement 

Robert Ellis adm of the estate of Smith Hatfield, continued 

Malinda Duncan g & c of minor heirs of Charles Denney 

dec, 1st annual settlement 

W. F. Horner g & c of Millard Ince (Insane) 1st annual 

settlement 

John Whitaker adm of the estate of Wilson Whitaker, 

continued 

M. H. Osborn g & c of Wm. Nix, a minor, 1st annual 

settlement 

Francis Nix, admix of the estate of Thomas Nix, 1st annual 

settlement 

Wm. Hatfield g & c of Carrol Hatfield a minor continued 

B. B. Hylton adm of the estate of Hester A. Kenneday, 1st 

annual settlement 

Jacob Igo g & c of the minor heirs of G. W. Brake, 1st 

annual settlement 

J. E. Bunyard adm of the estate of Elias Roller, final 

settlement 

J. T. Miller adm of the estate of Wm. M. Miller dec, 1st 

annual settlement 

J. T. Miller g & c of the minor heirs of Wm. M. Miller, dec 

1st annual settlement. 

Alford Upchurch g & c of Eliza J Upchurch a minor, 1st 

annual settlement 

G. D. Haden adm of J. D. Haden dec., first annual settlement 

J. H. Martin adm D. B. N of the estate of J. S. Alsup, 1st 

annual settlement. 

G. D. Hale adm of the estate of Geo. Hale, 1st annual 

settlement 

S. J. Freeman admix of the estate of J. H. Freeman, final 

settlement 

J. A. Spurlock, Probate Clerk. 

 

July 31, 1890 (Vol. IV, No. 22) 
- Dr. Hailey is having the carpenters repair the post office. 

- Dr. Geo. Osborn, of the firm of Osborn Bros. was in town 

Friday and Saturday. 

- Rev. January of West Plains is here assisting the ministers in 

a protracted meeting. 

- J. W. Thomas and Geo. Goodman of Walls township were in 

town Wednesday. 

- Nathaniel Bishop, of Boone township, was in town 

Wednesday proving up on homestead. 

- Dopson Miller was in town Friday, for ice.  Mr. Miller 

expects to go to White River for fish, and means to keep 

them cool. 

- The dwelling house of Joe Thompson, of Spring Creek 

township, took fire one day last week from a defective stove 

pipe, luckily it was discovered by the family in time to save 

it from burning.  Quite a large hole in the roof was the only 

damage. 

- The co-partnership of Holeman and Wagner, heretofore 

engaged in the lumber and saw-mill business has been 

dissolved by mutual consent.  Mr. Wagner having sold his 

interest in the business and sawmill to Mr. Goldman and the 

business will hereafter be conducted under the name of 

Goldman & Holeman at the old stand about one mile south 

west of Vera Cruz, Mo. 

 

August 7, 1890 (Vol. IV, No. 23) 
- All kinds of school books at W. J. Turner‟s. 

- The paupers of Douglas county were bid in by Grant Eslick 

at $73 each for twelve months. 

- Dr. A. Davis of Buckhart is expecting to locate at Ava, where 

he will practice his profession, and if he locates here will 

open a drug store. 

- There will be a mustering in of old soldiers at Buckhart on 

August 14, 1890, and a barbecue at the same place on August 

15, 1890.  All are invited to attend. 

 

August 14, 1890 (Vol. IV, No. 24) 
- The school house is being repaired this week. 

- Candidates and watermelons are very numerous now. 

- The Ava High School, commences on September 1st. 

- William Harles, of Washington township, was in the city 

Tuesday. 

- A Sunday School was organized at Casto school house, last 

Sunday. 

- Marion Coble proved up on his homestead, before Clerk 

Martin Monday. 

- Osborn Bros. sold their entire stock of drugs to H. M. Miller 

of this place. 

- Mr. Glass, who has just started a picture gallery in Ava, was 

around to see us Monday evening. 

- J. H. E. Osborn and Mr. Lumpkins, are running a first class 

butcher shop on north side of the square. 

- William Darrow was in town this week.  There is some talk 
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of his becoming a citizen of Ava, we hope the time is in the 

near future. 

- The Bible Literary Society, met last Sunday evening, but 

came very near being a failure, on account of the 

postponement of the program.  We hope there will be more 

interest taken in the next meeting.   

- Everybody says that Ava is booming.  There are all kinds of 

improvements going on all the time, such as building 

churches, finishing school house, and building dwellings.  

We have church once a week Sunday school every Sunday, 

Bible Literary twice a month, and the Band of Willing 

Workers, meet once a week. 

- Marion Lumpkins, Jas. Miller, Miss Luly Andrews, and Mrs. 

Baldwin were baptized in Hunter Creek, on Monday by Mr. 

Beech. 

- Notice.  I have procured license to run a first class saloon in 

Ava, and will have those who are selling without license 

prosecuted to the fullest extent of the law.  Lewis Davenport. 

- The U. S. Marshal made a raid on the south western part of 

the county, and carried away Levi Bozarth and his son.  They 

are charged with making and passing counterfeit silver 

dollars: W. J. Campbell, Wm. Lyon, George Johnson, and M. 

E. Richards went to Springfield as witnesses. 

- The following are the Grand and Petit jurors for the 

September term of Circuit Court.  Richland township--Grand 

juror, Richard Dobbs, Petit Jurors John Black and W. J. 

Freeman.  Clay township--Grand Juror W. P. Freman, Petit 

Jurors Wesley Stone and Jesse Martin.  Boone township--

Grand Juror James Rippee, Petit Jurors Johan Foster and 

Calvin Stevens.  Cass township--Grand Juror W. A. Hopper, 

Petit Jurors Henry Burris and William Coates.  Jackson 

township--Grand Juror William McMahon, Petit Juror B. T. 

Hancock and Thos. Tile.  Walls townships--Grand Juror Jno. 

Gross, Petit Jurors J. F. Patterson and Jno. H. Poyner.  Spring 

Creek township--Grand Juror J. E. Bunyard, Petit Juror Joe 

Waler and Kelson Williams.  Campbell township--Grand 

Juror W. G. Barnes, Petit Jurors A. J. Bradley and Joel Cox.  

Buchanan township--Grand Juror Blackburn Jenkins, Petit 

Jurors Jacob Casbolt and Jno. W. Bradley.  Washington 

township--Grand Juror Calaway Rogers, Petit Jurors, Jno. 

Holland and F. M. Hart.  Benton township--Grand Juror Dolf 

Vinson, Petit Jurors Wm. McDaniel and S. S. Roberts.  

Findley township--Grand Juror G. W. Privit, Petit Jurors 

David Morehouse and Andy Lewis. 

- Notice of Publication.  Land Office at Springfield, Mo. 

Henry C. Brown, homestead application No. 10040.  

Witnesses: Joel Casad, Jiram McFarland, Andrew J. 

Shelton, and Thomas H. Andrews, all of Ava Mo. 

 

 

August 21, 1890 (Vol. IV, No. 25) 
- Ad: Denny & Decker Bros‟ Lumber Mills, Vera Cruz, Mo. 

- A. J. Barnett and E. Brasier will begin a protracted meeting 

at the Lakey school house, August 30th. 

- Lumber and shingles are arriving every day for the new 

Baptist church and the work of construction will commence 

in the near future. 

- Last Saturday, Tallmand and Rector, awarded the contract 

for a $300 school house in the Brawley district some 3 miles 

south of Ava.  The house is to be completed by Oct. 1st. 

- Prof. Welch lectured at the court house Saturday and Sunday 

nights.  His subject was phrenology, and when he left the city 

several of the boys felt like an unripe watermelon, 

“thumped.” 

- W. J. Turner is having his dwelling house papered, painted 

and otherwise fixed up.  It is currently reported that the 

Singleton House will soon lose a familiar boarder and Ava, 

gain one more in population. 

- The Bank of Ava, has purchased the lot west of Dr. Harper‟s 

office on the north side of the square and will at once 

commence the erection of a bank building.  W. J. Turner has 

the contract for the building. 

- The boys of Ava, and surrounding neighborhood will meet at 

the court house next Saturday evening to organize a base ball 

club.  The object of the club is to do up Seymour, Cedar Gap, 

and Mountain Grove.  For particulars address the Captain. 

- Ava is now provided with an original “Blind Tiger.” The 

blind tiger is a hole in the wall.  Knock on the wall, out 

comes a box, drop a dime in the box, and out comes half a 

pint of sweetened alcohol.  Steve Potter is the proprietor of 

the concern, and up to the present time has done a rushing 

business. 

- The Democrats will hold a mass meeting in Ava August 30th 

for the purpose of deciding whether or not they will put out a 

ticket in the county for the coming election.  The Hon. Marsh 

Arnold, and Robert H. Whitelow candidates for Congress, 

have been invited to attend the meeting and address the 

people. 

- We understand that certain parties are in correspondence 

with some of our local real estate dealers for a site for a new 

Mill at Ava.  The parties have plenty of capital and the only 

thing now in the way, is the location.  It is to be hoped that 

all arrangements will be made, and the enterprise become a 

fixture in our growing City.  Ava needs a roller mill and 

these parties will strike a rich location for their mill. 

- Hey there! See those dandy school tablets at the Post Office. 

- The Ava school house has been repaired and the directors 

have ordered patent seats for the entire building.  The rooms 

are now in good condition, provided with fine seats, and 

above all, provided with two of the best educators in the 
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whole southwest.  The district is very fortunate in having an 

able board of directors, and in the coming term of school will 

be a success.  Prof. Kay and Mercer deserve, and they will 

receive the hearty support of the district and surrounding 

country.  Ava will have the best school this fall, ever known. 

 

August 28, 1890 (Vol. IV, No. 26) 
- Lewis Davenport is having a new painted this week. 

- Born to the wife of B. F. Tallman, a ten pounder, on Sunday 

night. 

- John Douglas of Clinton township spent Wednesday and 

Thursday in Ava. 

- Oscar M. Ray of Clay township, proved up before Clerk 

Martin Saturday. 

- The Beaver base ball club wants to play the Ava boys a game 

of ball.  Will Ava play? 

- The Ava Normal School opens Sept. 1st, next Monday, 

under the most favorable circumstances. 

- Postmaster Hailey is building a dwelling house on the East 

end of the Post Office lot. 

- Lewis Davis was arrested on Wednesday on a warrant issued 

by Clerk Martin, a charge of slander. 

- Prof. Morris, principal of the Arno Normal School, made the 

Herald office a pleasant call Monday. 

- Mr. Samuel Turner, J. P. M. Norman and W. H. C. Zion, are 

at work on the financial statement of Douglas county, and 

when it is completed we will take great pleasure in giving it 

to our readers in full. 

- Dr. Hailey is making arrangements for the erection of a one-

story frame building between the Post Office and Herald 

building, to be occupied by L. O. Hailey for an insurance and 

real estate office. 

- John Fry, of Spring Creek township, has rented his farm and 

moved his family to the Martin place north of Ava.  Mr. Fry 

appreciates the advantage of a good school and will patronize 

the Ava normal. 

- The following marriage licenses were issued by Clerk 

Martin:  

A. J. R______ to Nancy Hargis  

A. L. Jones to Martha J. Hafner 

J. H. Martin to Ellen V. Price 

George N. Denny to Cordelia Rush 

- Ava needs a brick kiln.  All the brick burned at the Reynolds‟ 

kiln have been sold, and our people have to ship what brick 

are used for flues, chimneys etc.  A good sized brick kiln 

would be a paying investment.  Who will undertake the job. 

- The new school house in the Casto district is about ready for 

occupancy.  Douglas county is improving in every direction, 

but especially in the way of school houses and school 

furniture.  A more beneficial improvement could not be 

made. 

- I have a 240 acre tract of land six miles northwest of Ava, 

125 acres in cultivation, for sale cheap or exchange for 

smaller farm.  Call and see me.  I must and will trade.  

Respectfully S. G. Haws. 

- We are pleased to inform our readers that Mr. J. C. Mency 

has again bought a half interest in the Ava mills.  The new 

management will at once commence the erection of a first 

class roller mill, with all the modern improvements to take 

the place of the burr system.  Our city is to be congratulated 

that she has such a successful and practical miller to take 

charge of her growing interests.  Ava and the surrounding 

country will accord them an undivided support. 

- On Wednesday of last week, Martin Smith, son of W. A. 

Smith was struck by lightning and killed while in the school 

room teaching, on Brixey, in the north part of the county.  

The school was in session at the time and some fifty pupils 

were in the school house.  The thunder shower was passing 

over, and a tree near the school was struck by lightning and 

at the same time the electricity came down the flue and 

struck the teacher killing him instantly.  Many of the children 

were shocked by the stroke but none were seriously injured.  

Mr. Smith was an exemplary young man, about 21 years old, 

just entering upon a life of usefulness.  His sudden death has 

caused sorrow among all his acquaintance, and we deeply 

sympathize with his parents in their untimely loss.--News. 

- Announcements (Republican candidates). 

For Representative: Gilbert Jenkins, John M. Lewis 

For Collector: Joseph M. Lyons, Barney Mallonee, Calvin 

Wilson. 

For Sheriff: W. B. Singleton, D. B. Sloan, Simon H. Lakey, 

J. A. Tweedy, Julius W. Sands, Daniel B. Adams, Seigel 

Kester. 

For Circuit Clerk and Recorder: John H. Martin, William M. 

Miller, Geo. B. Waters, and William J. Fulton. 

For Prosecuting Attorney: A. B. Head, J. K. Bulger. 

For Presiding Judge: Oliver H. Gentry, Aaron Clinton 

For Western District Judge: Lewis E. Walser, James F. 

Albright, James P. Ince. 

For Eastern District Judge: G. W. Williams, John F. 

Patterson 

For County Clerk: J. M. Curnutt, J. E. L. Douglas 

For Probate Judge: John A. Spurlock, J. Q. Thomas 

For County Treasurer: F. V. Baldwin, W. J. Turner. 

For Assessor: Geo M. Siler, George W. Johnson, S. H. 

Freeman, Alfred L. Coble, Cornelius P. Shuck. 

For Constable of Benton Township: Jackson Shelton, 

Charles Spurlock. 
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September 4, 1890 (Vol. IV, No. 27) 
- County Republican Ticket: 

Representative John M. Lewis 

Circuit Clerk and Recorder: William M. Miller 

County Clerk: J. M. Curnutt 

Collector: Barney Mallonee 

Sheriff: W. B. Singleton 

Prosecuting Attorney: J. K. Bulger 

Treasurer: W. J. Turner 

Probate Judge: John A. Spurlock 

Presiding Judge: Oliver H. Gentry 

Eastern District Judge: G. W. Williams 

Western District Judge: J. P. Ince 

Assessor: Geo M. Siler. 

- The census of Douglas county as taken for 1890 shows a 

population of 13,600, an increase of nearly 100 percent in 10 

years. 

- The Democrats of Douglas county assembled in mass 

convention pursuant to the call of their central committee on 

Saturday the 30th.  The principal business was to determine 

whether or not they would put a ticket in the field for the 

coming November election.  And after considerable 

discussion it was decided by a vote of 54 to 2 not to put out a 

ticket.  The principal reason urged in the mass meeting for 

not putting out a ticket were those urged by Mr. Burdett, of 

Benton township viz: that the Democrats have no chance in 

Douglas county to elect any part of their ticket.  That the 

principal object of the Democrats here was to break the 

backbone of the Republican party, that the Union Labor party 

or Wheelers were promising to put a ticket of lifelong 

Democrats in the field which was good enough for them (the 

Democrats) to vote for. 

- Irish potatoes taken on subscription at this office. 

- Mrs. W. C. Kelton is attending the sick bed of father Austin 

Reynolds. 

- Jno. T. Davis, Esq. Of Gainsville, is visiting friends this 

week. 

- Walter Davis, of Gainsville, arrived in Ava on Sunday and 

will attend the Ava Normal School. 

- The contract has been let for a stone foundation under the 

Ava school house and S. S. Roberts of this place is 

furnishing the stone for the job. 

- Marriage license--James W. Burk to Effie Filer, James H. 

Burk to Addie Lewis, and Joseph A. Johnson to Florence P. 

Wood. 

- The rapidly increasing business of the Ava Bank is a surprise 

to the business men of this vicinity.  It is a solid institution 

financially, and has quickly gained the confidence of the 

people. 

- The champion water melon raiser of Douglas county is Dave 

Davis, of Benton township who has already marketed nearly 

a thousand fine melons this season. 

- Stephen Potter, the proprietor of the “Blind Tiger” was on 

trial before Esquire Casad, on Tuesday and was fined $50 

and costs for selling whiskey without license. 

- Frank Tumbleson, of Walls township, was in town on 

Tuesday. 

- The work on the new Baptist church is progressing rapidly 

and it is expected to be completed in time to give a grand box 

supper during Circuit Court. 

- Ava is to have a public well.  Messrs. Whit and Jim King 

have taken the contract to sink the well and will locate it on 

the N. E. Corner of the public square.  A good public well 

will be a substantial improvement to our little city, and a 

great accommodation to our merchants and their customers. 

- Ava Normal School commenced on Monday, Sept. 1st, under 

very favorable circumstances.  There were 100 students in 

attendance.  The principal work of the day was the 

organization and arrangement of the different classes and 

departments for the work of the term.   

- Ball Nobbers.  Col. W. B. Watts on the War Path.  On 

Monday Prosecuting Attorney Watts appeared on the square 

of our little city early in the morning heavily armed with a 

Winchester rifle, a big navy revolver and a bundle of hickory 

withes.  The Colonel was very much excited and expressed 

himself with more force than elegance as he marched to and 

fro across the square.  He finally became sufficiently calmed 

to be able to state the cause of his excitement and unusually 

warlike appearance, and informed the curious bystanders that 

some person or persons had left a bundle of hickory withes 

with a rope and note attached thereto at his door sometime 

during the previous night.  The note ordered him to appear 

and prosecute to the extent of the law certain parties that 

were charged with shooting into Walnut Grove school house, 

of Spring Creek township, while school was in session, and 

that if he failed to prosecute he might expect another visit by 

the Knights of the withes and halter.  On Saturday and 

Sunday there was a rumor afloat that Watts had agreed to 

compromise with the defendants who did the shooting by 

taking a plea of guilty and a mere nominal fine.  The 

supposition is that some of the parents of the children who 

were endangered by the wild and reckless shooting through 

the school house were indignant at the idea of letting the 

offenders off on a nominal fine, and took the above method 

to spur the Prosecuting Attorney to a full sense of his duty in 

the premises. 

- Ava, Mo., September 1st, 1890.  Dead Letter List. 

Brown, Miss Martha 

Flory, Mr. j. P. 

Freeman, C. W. 
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Hawley, Carl. 

Haynes, Ephraignin 

Hubbard, Miss Violet 

Miller, Mr. Dan T. 

Montrese, Mr. James 

Muffman, Mrs. Francis 

Shepherd, Calvin 

Shepler, Miss Nancy J. 

Walker, Mr. Wilson, I. I. 

 

September 11, 1890 (Vol. IV, No. 28) 
- Capt. Ed. Pennington is building a new stable. 

- Dal Hartin, of Buchanan township, was in Ava on Monday. 

- Marriage license--W. A. Siplinger to Elizabeth A. Coombs. 

- S. C. Hopper of Findley township was in our city on 

Saturday. 

- William Kester, of Washington township, was in town 

Friday. 

- The work on the new Baptist church has been delayed this 

week by rainy weather. 

- Ava needs a good Hardware store, and is a good location for 

that kind of an enterprise. 

- John Fry has purchased a building lot on south side of town 

and will erect a dwelling house this fall. 

- W. J. Turner is repairing the old Kelton residence property 

ready for occupancy about November 1st. 

- Tallman and Rector, contractors and builders are at work on 

the new school house for the Brawley district. 

- W. J. Turner has taken the contract for the erection of the 

new Bank building on north side of the square and will 

commence the work at once. 

- John Elliott, of Clinton township, was in town Saturday, and 

made final proof on homestead for minor heirs of Hesakiah 

P. Dodd before Co. Clerk J. M. Curnutt. 

- Louis Davenport is attending U. S. Commissioner‟s Court at 

Springfield.  He is charged with selling whiskey under a 

license issued to Henry Haughey. 

- Sheriff Lyons is repairing the City lock up for use during the 

coming term of circuit court, and the prospects are that he 

will have prisoners enough to fill it. 

- Postmaster Hailey‟s new building is nearly completed. 

- The Bible Literary Society on Sunday evening was not very 

well attended on account of the rain. 

- The Beaver base-ball club made Ava a visit on Saturday for 

the expressed purpose of doing up the Ava nine.  The game 

was played on the Kelton place west of town and resulted in 

a score of 19 to 8 in favor of the Ava boys. 

- J. R. B. Miller, of Bryant, by reason of sickness was unable 

to appear at the Circuit Clerk‟s office at the time advertised 

for his final proof on his homestead, and Circuit Clerk 

Martin went to his residence on Friday and took the 

necessary evidence. 

- The Ava Normal School has already out grown its present 

quarters.  A move should at once be made by the business 

men of Ava and the resident patrons of the school to increase 

the accommodations for pupils by either making an addition 

to the old house or by building a new one. 

- Mrs. Frank Denny gave the little folks of Ava a treat 

Saturday in the way of an old fashioned rag tacking given in 

honor of our little lady friend Gertie Sloan, of Rome, who is 

attending the normal school.  The following little Misses 

were present: Mollie and Josie Lyons, Lula Baldwin and Ida 

Curnutt.  At noon, a bounteous feast was spread, which was 

partaken of by all present.  All seemed to enjoy themselves 

hugely. 

- Dr. E. S. Sweet, Dentist of Springfield, will visit Ava on 

Monday, the 22nd day of September, and remain one week 

or during circuit court, and will office at the Hailey Hotel. 

- The trial of the case of State of Mo. vs Johnson and Matt 

Jones, charged with shooting into the Walnut Grove school 

house, resulted as anticipated, in a compromise with the 

defendants.  They plead guilty by agreement and were fined 

by agreement of Prosecuting Attorney Watts $12.50.  

Shooting into school houses filled with school children and 

endangering their lives would be classed a serious offense by 

most Prosecuting Attorneys, but there is no accounting for 

the actions of a “Wheeler,” especially, one that can occupy 

the position of Chairman of the Democratic County 

Committee and be a candidate on the wheeler ticket all in 

one fall campaign. 

 

September 18, 1890 (Vol. IV, No. 29) 
- Douglas County Corn Crop.  After the six weeks of drought 

which occurred in June and July of this year it was generally 

predicted by our farmers that the corn crop would be greatly 

damaged if not ruined.  The late rains have much improved 

the outlook, and the corn crop of Douglas county will not fall 

below the general average. 

- The Union Labor primary at this (Benton) precinct passed off 

very quietly.  There was no apparent lack of whiskey for the 

occasion, but the actors in the farce were totally void of 

enthusiasm.  The indications are that they were conducting a 

“forlorn hope.”  The weather was fine and a full turnout of 

the party was the result, and they cast about 100 votes.  The 

Republican primary owing to the rainy weather was not as 

well attended and about 150 votes were cast.  This is a good 

indication that the Republicans can safely count on a 

majority of fifty in this precinct and with a good chance of 

increasing this majority in November.  This is one of the 

townships claimed by the Labor Party, and if their claims on 
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other townships are as well made as for this, it is not 

surprising that they are conscious of approaching defeat, and 

this would explain the lack of enthusiasm displayed at their 

primary. 

- Marriage license--J. E. Coats to Nora H. Veassey, and W. A. 

Ballew to Melvina M. Lippy. 

- Parson S. G. Haws, the leader of the Union Leader party in 

Findley township, was in town Monday. 

- W. D. Hancock of Cass township was in town Monday and 

made application to prove up on his homestead. 

- The Annual association of the General Baptist church was 

held near Isabella in Ozark county.  Judge James Hailey, 

George Miller, and the Messrs. Young were the delegates 

from this vicinity. 

- W. A. Robbinett made a business call at the Herald office on 

Monday. 

- To all and any one of 600 subscribers who will pay their 

subscription in full to date and one year in advance, we will 

furnish the American Farmer free. 

- Louis Davenport was bound over last week by the U. S. 

Commissioner in Springfield, in a bond of $500 to await the 

action of the U. S. Grand Jury on a charge of illegally selling 

intoxicating liquor. 

- The Union Labor party have nominated the following county 

ticket: 

For Representative ............... W. H. Thomas 

For Collector ........................ J. P. M. Norman 

For Circuit Clerk .................. D. Hartin 

For County Clerk ................. John Maloy 

For Sheriff ............................ Henry Klineline 

For Presiding Judge ............. Aaron Johnson 

For Western District  

Judge ................................ J. M. Carter 

For Eastern District 

Judge ................................ A. M. Wrackley 

For Prosecuting Attorney ..... J. K. Reed 

For Assessor ........................ J. H. Bridges 

For Treasurer ....................... A. D. R. Hamby 

For Probate Judge ................ Joel Casad. 

- There is a prospect for the organization of an immigration 

society at Ava.  It would be a great advantage to the county 

and town if properly managed.  Men with means to improve 

the county is what we need and they can be got by proper 

advertising. 

- Steve Potter, alias Blind Tiger, and the great State of Mo. are 

again in litigation.  Steve sold more whiskey without a 

license and was arrested and tried in Esquire Wheeler‟s court 

on Tuesday.  The jury failed to agree and the case was 

continued. 

- Died--Miss Gertrude McDaniel in the 9th year of her age, the 

daughter of Mr. and Mrs. John A. McDaniel, formerly 

residents of Ava, at the residence of her grandparents, Mr. 

and Mrs. Robert H. Whitley, of Spiceland, Indiana, on 

September 12th of spinal f____.  She had every attention that 

medical skill, loving parents and kind friends could bestow.  

Mr. and Mrs. McDaniel have the heartfelt sympathy of their 

many friends in this vicinity. 

- Roy Budget.  L. S. Huffman and wife have returned from 

Springfield. 

- Dr. M. H. Osburn is building a new smoke house and cellar. 

- C. W. Johnston has returned from Texas and expects to make 

Douglas county his home. 

- Falling Springs Items. Mrs. L. L. Fetter‟s school is 

progressing nicely. 

 

September 25, 1890 (Vol. IV, No. 30) 
- Lively times in Ava on court week. 

- Judge B. M. Burchell made Ava a visit on Wednesday. 

- The blind tiger is doing a good business this week. 

- James Wade of Findlay township, was in Ava Wednesday. 

- Fay Burrows, of Boone township was in town on 

Wednesday. 

- Dr. G. W. Osborn, of Spring Creek township, is attending 

court this week. 

- Born--To the wife of J. Q. Thomas, on Saturday, the 20th 

inst., a ten pound girl. 

- Louis Smith was convicted of selling whiskey without 

license, on Wednesday and fined $50 and costs. 

- Born--To the wife of J. M. Johnson of Spring Creek 

township, on Saturday the 20th inst., a 10 pound Republican. 

- The indictments against Art Eslick for selling whiskey 

without license, were dismissed at cost of Douglas county. 

- The carpenters have been much delayed by the bad weather 

in the speedy erection of the new Baptist church.  The 

outside is nearly completed, and ready for the finishing work. 

- Samuel Williams, of Walls township, has received a pension.  

He received a voucher for back pension last week amounting 

to $2,700.  He is at present 84 years of age, and the above 

sum should be sufficient to keep him from want the rest of 

his days.  This is the way the Republican party takes care of 

the old soldier boys. 

- The cases of the State of Missouri vs. Stephen Potter on a 

charge of selling whiskey without license appealed from 

justice court were tried in the Circuit Court on Wednesday 

and the judgement of the lower court affirmed in both cases.  

Steve is now in jail and will remain until he pays $100, in 

fines and the costs of the proceedings. 

- Falling Springs Items.  The Upshaw roller mill is nearly 

completed. 

- Roy Budget.  B. Wilson is teaching the school at Mound 
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school house.  Lewis S. Huffman has his saw-mill at this 

place in good running order.  Several parties in this 

neighborhood failed to work out their road tax and will be 

sued by the overseer if they don‟t pay up. 

- Tarbutton Items.  The Tarbutton school is prospering under 

the management of teacher Worrell.  On the 21st inst. Mr. E. 

A. Gray and Miss Mary E. Wolenburg, both of Bryant, were 

united in marriage by Squire Bowdry of Vera Cruz.  

Preaching is held in this vicinity at the Tarbutton and 

Singleton school houses, twice a month by the German 

Baptist (or Dunkard) and the Christian church, with a big 

congregation at both places. 

 

October 2, 1890 (Vol. IV, No. 31) 
- Prof. R. E. Morris of the Arno high school, has left Arno for 

Springfield, where he has accepted a situation in the high 

school.  Prof. Morris is a teacher of high grade and leaves 

many friends in this county. 

- William Spencer, Esq. Of Lincoln township, was in town on 

Thursday. 

- The residents of Ava and visitors at circuit court were 

entertained on Saturday by a horse race in the Hopper race 

tracks, just south of town.  Tom Davis and John L. Workman 

made the race for a stake of $100 against the horse, which 

was run by Workman in the race.  Davis won by 31 feet. 

- School district No. 3-26-16, 3 2 miles south of Ava, have just 

completed a fine new frame schoolhouse 32 ft x 20 ft. and 

walls 12 feet high, well finished throughout.  This is a credit 

to the residents of the district and the example set should be 

followed by other districts, not having good accommodations 

for school purposes. 

- Falling Springs Items.  Died September 16th, after an illness 

of 95 days--Johnny Martin, the son of Mr. and Mrs. B. S. 

Martin. 

 

October 9, 1890 (Vol. IV, No. 32) 
- Died--J. H. Bittick, postmaster at Flotilla on Sunday the 27th 

ult. from dropsy. 

- R. J. Rowland of Buckhart has gone to Hot Springs, 

Arkansas for his health. 

- The Richey Lumber Company of Mansfield have furnished 

the dried lumber for the Baptist church. 

- Mr. John McLain of Findley township has moved his family 

to Ava.  He will send his children to the Ava Normal School. 

- R. C. Huffman of Spring Creek township brought in an apple 

Tuesday, of the Doelvinger variety which weighs 1 pound 

and 2 ounces.  This takes the lead for this season, can 

anybody beat it? 

- J. K. Foote of Campbell township has purchased a lot in 

Reynolds‟ addition to Ava, and is laying a stone foundation 

for a new house.  Mr. Foote is going to take advantage of the 

Ava Normal School for the benefit of his children. 

- James Ridenhour, a merchant of Ottomer this county 

accidentally killed himself last week.  He attempted to shoot 

a hawk and by some means discharged his gun in such as 

manner as to received the full charge in his head killing him 

instantly. 

- William Potter the mail carrier for the Cold Springs route 

met with quite an adventure on Friday of last week.  He left 

Ava on schedule time and when he attempted to cross Hunter 

creek at the Ellis ford about nine miles from town, his horse 

got into deep water and became frightened and threw him.  

Potter got entangled in such a manner as to be drawn under 

the horse.  The frantic efforts of the animal finally freed him 

and he swam down the creek with the horse after him, and 

managed to reach the bank a little in advance of the horse.  

Both mail sacks floated down stream but were recovered a 

little worse for the wetting.  The horse came out on the same 

side of the stream and Potter returned to Ava.  

- Missing.  On Tuesday night, October 7th, Miss Pearl Dobbs, 

the step daughter of Stephen Potter, who has been residing 

with Mr. and Mrs. Stephen Potter, in this place, left her home 

sometime during the night.  She was not missed until 

Wednesday morning.  It is supposed she went in the direction 

of Springfield, as she has a sister residing there.  But nothing 

has yet been learned of her whereabouts.  She is sixteen years 

of age, and quite prepossessing in appearance, and some 

young man may be concerned in her disappearance. 

- Ava, Mo., September 1st, 1890.  Dead Letter List. 

Anderson, Wm. 

Briggs, Wm. 

Brown, Mrs. Miriam 

Bradshaw, W. H. 

Brewer, Hon. D. S. 

Colwell, Mrs. Huldy 

Coffman, Daniel 

Kennaday, Mr. John 

Mires, Henry 

Mersinder, Miss Maurice 

Simpson, W. S. 

Tinsley, J. H. 

 

October 16, 1890 (Vol. IV, No. 33) 
- J. K. Foote is erecting a dwelling house in the Reynolds 

addition. 

- The foundation of the new bank building is completed and 

the carpenters are rapidly putting up the frame. 

- Messrs. Gay & Patterson, of Rippee creek, have added to 

their lumber mill a new shingle machine, and are now 

prepared to furnish first class pine shingles at $2.25 per m.  
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See their ad in another column. 

- Dr. R. N. Lee and Stephen Potter are busily engaged 

improving the streets and highways of  Ava, under the 

supervision of Sheriff Lyon.  They each have a term of 

twenty days to serve for selling whiskey without license. 

- The Hopper Furniture Co., of Mansfield, have placed a full 

line of undertaking goods, for sale at Ava, in charge of J. A. 

Payne, who will furnish anything needed in that line at short 

notice and reasonable prices from the cheapest coffins to the 

neatest casket.  Give him a call, satisfaction guaranteed. 

- Silverton News. Wild grapes, pawpaws, and candidates are 

ripe.  Farmers are sowing wheat. 

- Richville News.  The surveyor of the South Missouri Land 

Company is prospecting for iron ore near this place, and 

reports that if sufficient amount of ore can be found, there 

will be a railroad built through this part of Douglas at once.  

Nearly all the cows in this neighborhood are taking the “sore-

tongue” and a few of them have died, and in consequence of 

the effects of this disease, the supply of milk is scarce.  Mr. 

B. F. Hays our school teacher sick, and his wife dangerously 

ill. 

- Cass Township Items.  Sweet potatoes and late Irish potatoes 

are plenty, and winter apples scarce.  Mr. Wells, Mt. Grove 

has been employed to take charge of the new Upshaw roller 

mills for the term of one year.  Died--on the 27th ult., Mrs. 

James Ashenhursts, after an illness of 3 weeks. 

 

October 23, 1890 (Vol. IV, No. 34) 
- The Ava Normal has increased the numbers of its pupils to 

135. 

- Louis Davenport has purchased the north half of John 

Payne‟s residence lot and will build a dwelling house this 

fall. 

- Prof. Mercer has purchased the Ritter place, quarter north 

east of town, and expects to improve it by clearing and 

planting it in fruit trees. 

- Thomas Parsley of Walls township was at the Herald last 

week.  He is an old soldier and Republican.  He reports that 

the Republicans will carry Walls township. 

- Ava Races.  On Saturday the 18th, the Hopper race tracks 

were crowded with the sporting fraternity of Douglas County 

assembled to witness the race between Miller‟s horse Red 

Bud and Tom Davis‟s pony Drive.  The distance run was 400 

yards and was made in quick time.  Drive was the winner by 

27 feet.  A large amount of money changed hands on the 

result. 

- Vera Cruz, Mo., Oct. 20th, 1890. 

Ed. Herald:--Would you like a few items from this, the most 

historic part of the Loyal Kingdom?  If so here goes--the 

farmers are taking advantage of the recent nice weather to 

finish their wheat sowing.  Orlando Sprague has some 

friends from Jackson county, stopping with him, who, we 

learn are talking of buying the widow Nelson‟s farm.  John 

Crabtree, has returned from Kansas, where he had the 

experience of being bitten by a land shark.  Pat Brown, 

Bryant‟s famous Nimrod, has already captured fifteen 

deer, mostly bucks and does, so they say.  Count on fifty 

majority in Boone.  Yours in the faith. Susan. 

 

October 30, 1890 (Vol. IV, No. 35) 
- Buy County Warrants at the Bank of Ava to pay taxes with, 

and save money. 

- (Issue devoted to letters regarding the upcoming election). 

 

November 6, 1890 (Vol. IV, No. 36) 
- Election Returns: 

Representative: 

J. M. Lewis (R) .................................... 911 

W. H. Thomas (D) ............................. 1296 

Presiding Judge: 

O. H. Gentry (R) ................................ 1048 

A. Johnson (D) ................................... 1155 

East. Dist. Judge: 

G. W. Williams (R) .............................. 460 

Miles Rackley (D) ................................ 663 

W. Dist. Judge: 

J. P. Ince (R) 565 

J. M Carter (D) ..................................... 506 

Probate Judge: 

J. A. Spurlock (R) .............................. 1119 

J. Casad (D) 1110 

Sheriff: 

W. B. Singleton (R) ............................. 967 

H. Klineline (D) ................................. 1254 

Collector: 

B. Mallonee (R) ................................... 982 

J. P. M. Norman (D) .......................... 1223 

County Clerk 

J. M. Curnutt (D) ................................ 1086 

John Malloy (D) ................................. 1157 

Circuit Clerk: 

W. M. Miller (R) .................................. 996 

D. Hartin (D) ...................................... 1188 

Assessor: 

Geo. M. Siler (R) ............................... 1075 

J. H. Bridges (D) ................................ 1145 

Pros. Att‟y: 

J. K. Bulger (R) .................................... 977 

J. K. Reed (D) .................................... 1218 

County Treasurer 
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W. J. Turner (R) ................................. 1004 

A. D. Hamby (D) ............................... 1136 

- The result of our County election is a complete Democratic 

victory, with the exception of Probate Judge and Western 

District County Judge.  To say that this is a surprise is 

“putting it mild.”  The Republic part is alone responsible for 

its defeat. 

- „The Union-Labor-Democrat‟ party are very enthusiastic 

over their victory in Douglas county, and are celebrating it 

by firing guns and hurrahing for Jeff Davis.  The statement 

by the Herald, that the alliance was of southern origin is thus 

verified. 

- John Grass, of Walls township, was in Ava on Thursday. 

- Henry Tyler, of Jackson township made Ava a visit on 

Thursday. 

- Marriage license-- J. L. Renfro to Elizabeth Filoon; G. D. 

Hale to M. A. Brock; W. J. Kenney to Malinda Stark; Geo. 

H. Davis to Mary F. Harvey; Joshua Lutrell to Mary E. 

Davis; Lon Stanley to Inez Turner. 

- Judge Hailey, of Ava, presented this office with the largest 

Irish potato of the season, it weighed 3 2 lbs.  Mr. Hailey 

said this was a Democratic potato, if he was correct, we 

would like to see a Wheeler potato. 

- Wm. Earnst, of Benton township presented this office with a 

cabbage stalk bearing 30 heads.  This is a queer freak of 

nature as the unexpected number of Wheeler votes in 

Tuesday‟s election. 

- M. C. Heimer of Campbell township was in our city on 

Wednesday and presented this office with some black 

Spanish radishes, the largest of which measured 10 inches in 

length, 9 2 inches in circumference; truly Douglas county is 

the garden spot of the southwest. 

 

 

November 13, 1890 (Vol. IV, No. 37) 
- J. M. Johnson and W. A. Hale of Sparta were in Ava on 

Monday. 

- It is reported that Saml. Kirkland of Clinton township has 

disappeared for parts unknown with a young lady of the 

neighborhood.  Saml. was a prominent Wheeler, and leaves a 

wife and child to be cared for by his brethren. 

- Ava needs a new school-house.  Our school is at present 

progressing finely, but will be crowded in the present 

quarters during the winter term, as many of the district 

schools expect to attend, and addition to the old or the 

erection of a new house will be necessary. 

- On Monday the 19th, Wash Silvey of Washington township 

was thrown from his horse and seriously injured.  Dr. M. H. 

Osborn is attending him at the residence of Mr. Harlis, on 

Wilson hollow. 

- Town lot commissioner E. D. Pennington is having a new 

fence built around the court-house square. 

- The new roller mill at Ava is giving good satisfaction to its 

patrons and doing a thriving business. 

- County warrants of Douglas county are now worth 80 cents.  

What will they be worth after two years of Democratic-

Wheeler county government? 

- Messrs. Tallman & Rector have completed the new bank 

building ready for occupancy, and the Bank of Ava will soon 

be installed in its new quarters. 

- L. O. Hailey and Irving King had a little more than friendly 

time last week, which resulted in a black eye for Irving and 

mashed knuckles for Oliver. 

- The firm of Conklin & Lumpkins has been dissolved by 

mutual consent.  J. M. Conklin has sold his share of the stock 

of groceries to Curnutt Bros. 

- W. H. Kolb, of Spring Creek township was at the Herald 

office on Wednesday. 

- There is a probability that Ava will shortly have a new dry 

goods firm.  The more competition the more trade.  A new 

hardware store would be next in order, and a good paying 

investment. 

- In consequence of the recent election, the Herald man will 

have to live cheap.  If our subscribers will bring us a large 

supply of wood and a few turnips (we have plenty of 

“Water”), we will manage to survive the next two years and 

be on hand to wave the Republican flag two years hence. 

- Vera Cruz Jottings.  Literary and debating societies are 

becoming quite popular with us.  One meets at the Elliot 

school house every Wednesday evening; at the Beck school 

house Thursday evening; at the McKay school house Friday; 

at the Tarbutton and Price school houses on Saturday 

evenings--so our young people have plenty of places to go. 

- Ava, Mo, November 1st, 1890.  Dead Letter List. 

Bulington, Pleasant 

Brawley, Wm. 

Griffiths, Mary 

Graves, George G. 

Kelley, W. P. 

Sloan, Maridy 

Sonklin, Miss M. M. 

Webb, Mrs. Pheba 

 

November 20, 1890 (Vol. IV, No. 38) 
- The Farm Record Says, the Herald “lied”, that they did not 

holler for “Jeff Davis.”  The Herald can prove its assertion by 

three unimpeachable witnesses. 

- Detective Walker of Spring Creek township claims to have 

made an important capture of a man wanted in New York 

state. 
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- J. A. G. Reynolds, Jr. has left the Herald office, and will 

hereafter be found behind the counter at J. A. G. Reynolds & 

Sons store. 

- We received an addition of ten new subscribers for the 

Herald, last week.  Go on with the good work and we will 

give you the news. 

- Miller Bros. have sold their storehouse and stock of general 

merchandise to J. M. Curnutt, Horace Curnutt, and Wm. 

Miller, who will continued the business as copartners at the 

old stand. 

- The Ladies of Ava, will give a “Box Supper” on Saturday 

night of this week, at the school-house in Ava, for the benefit 

of the pastor of the M. E. church of this place. 

- Prof. Mercer, of the Ava Normal, has moved his family to 

this city. 

- J. H. Leroy, of Jackson township, was in Ava on Monday. 

- Born to the wife of L. O. Hailey, Nov. 13th, a nine pound 

girl. 

- Henry Klineline, sheriff elect, expects to make Ava his home 

for the next two years. 

- If you want the highest cash price for your chickens, eggs, 

and all kinds of wild game, call on J. A. Payne, south side of 

public square. 

- Bryant Items.  Uncle Jack McCrite is in bad health.  G. W. 

Mallonee, the father of Ex-Collector Mallonee, has been very 

sick, but is now on the mend.  The Labor party have 

expressed too much rebel sentiment to succeed in another 

election.  There are too many old soldiers in this country who 

do not approve of their conduct. 

- Spring Creek Township.  Farmers are busy gathering corn 

and cotton.  John Squires is having a large store-house 

erected, at his old stand, near Rippee Bald.  Married by Rev. 

J. M. Lewis, at his residence, on Wednesday, Nov. 14th, J. R. 

Gray and Mertice Sellers; W. E. Sellers and Jenny Gray; 

Hugh Turner and Susan Biggs It seems to be a good time for 

marriages since the Wheelers came in power. 

 

November 27, 1890 (Vol. IV, No. 39) 
- Wyat Lowry of Walls township was in Ava on Friday. 

- Died--Mrs. Robert Simmons, of Walls township, on the 16th 

instant. 

- The Lyon‟s Mill, at Rome, Mo. is to have a set of new 

rollers. 

- The Ava Literary on Friday night was well attended. 

- J. K. Foote has nearly completed his new residence on east 

side of town. 

- To the Hailey Hotel has been added the improvement, an up 

ground cellar, frost-proof in Winter, it is so arranged, that it 

will be dry and cool during the Summer. 

- The Sunday School Convention closed Tuesday evening.  It 

was well attended.  The exercises were on the whole, 

interesting and instructive. 

- The White Creek Sunday school deserves honorable 

mention.  Resolutions of thanks to Dr. Mitchell, who has 

very ably conducted the convention; and to Mrs. W. J. 

Turner (nee Burrows) the organist, were adopted. 

- The “Box Supper” held at the School House, last Saturday 

night, was well attended, the general good time closed with 

the presentation of the Herald‟s cake to Mrs. Henry Miller 

(nee Singleton), who was voted to be the handsomest woman 

present.  The receipts were $27.55. 

- Vera Cruz, Mo., Nov. 25th, 1890.  Ed. Herald:--Journalizing 

in a country town is a most difficult task, if one states 

incidents as they occur, some precious one‟s feelings are 

hurt, and so, we must let the news of the day pass and say 

something like the following--Wheat is looking well.  

Potatoes are nearly all dug and stored away for winter use.  

Fields are being cleared and fenced by new comers. Plenty of 

fruit trees and bushes are being set out.  There are plenty of 

fish in the creek and game on the hills, for the benefit of 

those who will secure them, quails are unusually numerous 

this fall.  I am with kindly feelings for all.  Justice Sr. 

 

December 4, 1890 (Vol. IV, No. 40) 
- Ad: J. M. Curnutt & Co. Great Clearing Sale.  J. M. Curnutt, 

Wm. M. Miller, and Horace Curnutt. 

- Notice of Publication.  Land Office at Springfield, Nov. 18th 

1890. 

William M. Brown,; homestead application No. 11410 for 

the e half sw qr & w half se qr section 9 township 25 range 

14.  Witnesses: Alexander Strong, Joshua Nelson of 

Silverton, Mo, and John Ball and Samuel Strong of Vera 

Cruz, Mo. 

- Esquire T. E. Loyd of Buckhart was in Ava on Saturday. 

- Aaron Henson, of Cass township, was in Ava Monday. 

- James Morrison was before Esquire Carson on Wednesday 

charged with shooting a cow, the property of Bruten Marler, 

the prosecution failing to make a case the prisoner was 

discharged. 

- The new Public Well is to be supplied with a new pump at 

the expense of the County for the special benefit of the newly 

elected County Officers and the general benefit of the public. 

- J. N. Massey of Jackson township made a pleasant call at the 

Herald office on Saturday. 

- Dr. Evans of Nichols Junction preached at the school house 

in Ava on Sunday. 

- Frank Denney has secured a position as salesman for J. A. G. 

Reynolds & Sons. 

- A new school house, sufficiently large to accommodate the 

rapidly increasing number of pupils of the “Ava Normal” 
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would do more to increase the growth and prosperity of our 

little city than any other enterprise that could be suggested. 

- Marriage Licenses.  Thomas D. Sharpton to Henrietta F. 

Mason; Sherwood Barker and Cora Moses; Wm. S. Belcher 

and Delia Sharpton; Henry C. Matney and Mary A. Matney; 

Fred Mallonee and Clara H. Kellar; Wm. Smith and Mary S. 

Witty. 

- An enjoyable time was had, at the Walnut Grove School-

House, Spring Creek Tp., on Thanksgiving day.  The parents 

and pupils of the district assembled at the schoolhouse and 

celebrated the day, with songs and recitations, by the young 

people, and speeches by the old folks.  A grand 

Thanksgiving dinner was served to all present.  Mr. Claude 

Harper, who is teaching the school, was highly 

complimented by the patrons of the district, with a vote of 

thanks, for his patient, earnest, and well directed efforts in 

behalf of his pupils. 

- Oscar Reed, a resident of this city, created quite a sensation 

last week, by running away during the night of the 27th 

ultimo. in company of the wife of Henry Miller, Jr., also of 

this place.  Their plans for the runaway seem to have been 

well arranged.  Reed‟s wife was at prayer meeting, and 

Henry Miller was at Mansfield when they left.  The services 

of a teamster were secured to take them to Cedar Gap, where 

they arrived in time for the morning train for the West.  Both 

the missing parties are well connected, Reed being the son of 

the newly elected Prosecuting Attorney of the County.  Reed 

leaves a wife and young baby without the means of support, 

and also, an unsettled account with his employers, Mess. J. 

A. G. Reynolds & Sons. 

 

December 11, 1890 (Vol. IV, No. 41) 
- Ava, Mo, December 1st, 1890.  Dead Letter List. 

Alsup, Mr. W. M. 

Bradshaw, W. H. 

Brown, Marian 

Banks, Wm. 

Dickinson, John t. 

Ellison, Mrs. Letitia 

Hinds, Mrs. 

Haden, Mr. 

Jones, John 

Kelton, Lafayette 

Kennedy, John 

Lacey, Farris & Co. 

McIntosh, James 

Morris, Elmere 

Milton, Prince Albert 

Mallone, Miss Nancy 

Myler, Catherine 

Moes, Miss Rosey 

- Prof. Jasper Kinder gave a musical entertainment on Tuesday 

evening. 

- The Ava Bank moved to its new quarters on north side of the 

square this week. 

- Wm. Clark of Spring Creek township is talking of opening a 

new drug store at this place. 

- Marriage license was issued to Charles Lock and Rachel A. 

Sprague on Monday. 

- Sheriff J. M. Lyons, is at Rome, superintending the addition 

of a new set of rollers at his flour mill. 

- Mr. T. A. Kay has purchased the interest of J. A. Reynolds, 

Jr. , in the jewelry business of Spurlock and Reynolds and 

the new firm will be Spurlock and Kay.  The business will be 

continued at the old stand in the Herald building. 

- Henry Klineline of Findlay township, raises some very fine 

hogs of the McGee stock.  He butchered one of these hogs, 

last Week, that weighed 535 lbs dressed.  Douglas County is 

a stock growing country. 

- John Squire of Spring Creek township made the Herald 

office a pleasant call on Thursday and left his order for a fine 

lot of job work.  He informs us that he has his new store 

house on Rippee Bald full of new goods for the Holiday 

trade. 

- Died J. D. Reed, of Benton township, on Thursday the 4th 

inst.  Mr. Reed has been engaged as an attendant at the sick 

bed of J. A. G. Reynolds the past month, and on Thursday 

last complained of not feeling well and left for home in the 

evening; as soon as he reached home he sent for Dr. Baldwin 

of this city but before the Doctor got to his home, he was 

past medical assistance.  He leaves a wife and large family of 

children to mourn his loss. 

- XMAS!  Holiday Entertainments.  A meeting of the citizens 

of Ava, was held on Thursday evening, Dec. 4th 1890, to 

arrange for Holiday Entertainments.  It was unanimously 

agreed to have a Christmas tree and supper, Christmas eve, 

Dec. 24th, and a basket supper & musical entertainment on 

Christmas Evening Dec. 25th at Ava Mo.  The proceeds of 

the entertainments are to be used for the completion of the 

new Baptist church at this place.  The following named 

gentlemen were selected as an Executive Committee, viz:--J. 

K. Bulger, W. Platt, W. S. Johnson, W. J. Turner, and J. T. 

Hailey.  The Executive Com. Met Dec. 5th and appointed the 

following committees: 

- to solicit contributions and superintend the dining room: 

Mrs. G. B. Waters, Mrs. J. H. Payne, Mrs. M. C. Reynolds, 

& Mrs. J. F. Denney. 

- on decoration: Mesdames Mary Miller, Enola Turner, L. 

M. Platt; Misses Bessie Martin, Effie Bulger, Leota 

Curnutt, Belle Reynolds, Orie Watts, messrs. W. H. 
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Johnson and B. Head. 

- To sell tickets: Rosa Singleton, Maude Lyons, Ida Curnutt, 

Inez Martin, and Daisy Bell. 

- On Music: Messrs. W. H. Johnson, J. T. Hailey, and Mrs. 

Enola Turner. 

Professor Jasper Kinder, the Wonderful Blind Musician will 

assist in the musical part of the  entertainments.  No effect 

will be spared, to make both entertainments a social and 

financial success, and we sincerely hope, that all committees 

and the citizens generally will heartily assist in this worthy 

enterprise. 

Admission: Christmas Eve-- 

To Hall and Christmas Tree  ........... 10 cents 

Children, under 12 years  ............ 5 cents 

Supper ............................................. 25 cents 

Children, under 12 years ............. 15 cents 

Admission: Christmas Night-- 

To Hall and Entertainment .............. 10 cents 

Children, under 12 years ............. 5 cents 

Baskets, with supper for two ........... 20 cents 

 

December 18, 1890 (Vol. IV, No. 42) 
- Thomas M. Lord, Cass township, called at this office 

Monday. 

- C. W. Thomas, of Bryant, Mo, and Isham Stubbs, Buchanan 

township were in the herald office last week. 

- Attention is called to the new ad of the Bradleyville Normal 

School, located in Bradleyville, Taney Co., Mo., which 

appears in another column in this issue.  Prof. R. E. Morris, 

who is the principal of the new school, is well known in this 

county as a  thorough and efficient instructor, and we hope 

his efforts to build up the new school may be suitably 

rewarded. 

- Obituary.  Died--December 14, 1890, at his residence in Ava, 

J. A. G. Reynolds, aged 70 years, after a long and painful 

illness.  Thus passed away one of the patriarchs of Douglas 

County, the news of whose death will cast a gloom over 

many hearts.  Mr. Reynolds, or uncle Austin as he was 

familiarly known, has been a resident of the County for 35 

years.  He came here from Roane County, Tenn. in 1855, and 

was one of Douglas county‟s most prominent and respected 

citizens.  He leaves a wife and a large circle of relatives and 

friends to mourn his loss.  He had been a member of the M. 

E. Church of this place since 1885 and for 35 years prior to 

that date, a member of the Missionary Baptist church, and 

had expressed a willingness to depart whenever God should 

call him home.  The funeral services were conducted in a 

very impressive and appropriate manner, by Rev. F. V. 

Baldwin Sunday Dec. 14th, at the residence at 1 p.m. and at 

the cemetery at 2 p.m. a large concourse of people were in 

attendance. 

- Squires, Mo, Dec. 16th, 1890.  Ed. Herald:--Turkey and 

venison have graced several tables since the snow fell.  Geo. 

B. McKay is getting ready to move to the I. T. (Indian 

Territory); we regret very much to lose so good a neighbor.  

The new store, at this place is completed and Mr. Squires 

smiles pleasantly while showing his handsome stock of 

goods.  No preparations are being made here for any Xmas 

fun. 

- Died.  Jasper Pennington, of this city, on Thursday the 11th 

inst. 

- Died.  John Lee of Benton township, on Wednesday the 10th 

inst. 

- Died.  David Philpot of Boone townships, of paralysis, on 

Sunday the 14th inst. 

- Died.  Mrs. Poyner of Walls township on Friday the 12th 

inst.  (See correction to this item in the December 25 issue) 

- Died. Dec. the 17th inst., Mrs. Rebecca Sharp, aged 78 years, 

at the residence of her daughter Mrs. J. W. Conklin at Ava, 

MO. 

 

December 25, 1890 (Vol. IV, No. 43) 
- Howell Co. Gazette:--Col. Watts informs us that he will 

evacuate Douglas county about the first of the year and take 

up his residence in this place and engage in the practice of 

law.  He says he has a longing desire to again live in a 

civilized country, where he can say and do as he pleases and 

vote the Democratic ticket without endangering his life.  To 

do this he will have to make a change in his place of 

residence.  See his professional card elsewhere in this paper. 

- Douglas county can do without the poor old man (Col. 

Watts).  Col. is getting old and childish and is naturally very 

imaginative.  Howell county is welcome to him and Douglas 

county will more rapidly advance by being released of this 

incubus to its moral and business life. 

- George Goodman, of Walls township, made final proof on 

his homestead on Monday. 

- Lewis Davenport, has completed a new dwelling house on 

the north side of the Payne block in Potters addition to Ava. 

- George Souder of Bryant Spring creek, lost three fine horses 

last week.  Blind staggers was the cause of their death. 

- On Friday of this week, James Hubbard, of Douglas county, 

died suddenly with heart disease at the Fyan house in 

Mountain Grove. 

- Douglas County Normal of this place offers thorough 

instruction in all branches required for the different grades of 

county certificates. 

- Mrs. Henry Miller, Jr. who recently ran away with Oscar 

Reed has repented and returned to this county a more 

sorrowful if not better woman. 
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- Through a mistake of our Walls township correspondent, we 

reported the death of Mrs. Poyner, of that township, in our 

last week‟s issue.  The report should have been of Mrs. E. F. 

Poyner, of Puebla county, Ohio--the mother of J. H. Poyner, 

of Walls township, this county. 

- On the 17th inst the dwelling house of the widow Currier of 

Walls township was destroyed by fire.  The fire occurred in 

the night and Mrs. Currier was unable to save any of the 

household effects.  She had recently drawn a widow‟s 

pension and had $165 in money in the house which was also 

destroyed.  Fortunately for her she had made a deposit a few 

days before the fire of the larger portion of the pension 

money with the Bank of Ava. 

- A big mineral strike has been made on the farm of George 

Tunnell, one and one-half miles south-east of Mansfield, Mo.  

At a depth of 126 feet, the miners opened up a splendid 

deposit of, as yet unknown extent, pure lead ore with traces 

of silver.  Mansfield is all agog over the rich find. 

- On Wednesday night the 17th inst, the storehouse and stock 

of goods, of William Coats, of Cass township, was destroyed 

by fire, the Cold Springs post office outfit which was kept by 

Mr. Coats, at the store, was also totally consumed.  Mr. 

Coats loses about $800 by the fire and had no insurance the 

fact that a keg of gunpowder was stowed in the building 

prevented a large portion of the goods from being saved.  

The fire was of incendiary origin, and as yet no clue has been 

discovered to indicate the perpetrators of the dastardly deed. 

- The Contest.  Saturday evening, December 20th, the Court 

house at this place was the scene of a very enjoyable 

entertainment in the way of an oratorical contest for the 

honor of representing Douglas county at the S. W. Missouri 

Teachers Association to be held at Lebanon, this state, 

December 29-31 inclusive.  The contestants, Mesdames John 

Malloy and L. M. Platt, Misses Ella Hartin and Clara Snyder 

all deserve honorable mention, and were applauded by an 

appreciative audience.  Mrs. Platt‟s rendition of “Damon and 

Pythias” was accorded the prize.  The exercises were 

diversified by choice music.  To the editor, from the cares of 

his sanctum, it was like an oasis in a desert and a spring in a 

dry land.  Space forbids more extended mention. 

- Findley Township.  Editor Herald:--Perry Davis is building a 

new barn and James Williams is putting up a new house.  

The Denney cemetery is soon to be improved by a good 

fence, the lumber is now being hauled for that purpose. 

- Soldiers Bean Supper at the G.A.R. Hall in Ava on Saturday 

night, January 3, 1891.  Everybody invited to attend and see 

how the Boys of 1861-62 were wont to get away with 

government rations.  By order to the Committee. 

- Marriage licenses.   The following is a list of marriage 

licenses issued for the week ending Dec. 22; 

Joseph M. Wallon ......... Della Homes 

Joshua Stanley............... Nancy A. Singleton 

John Cavanaugh ............ Mary C. Reed 

William Penny .............. Kate Mallonee 

William Brown ............. Lydia Van Howden 

George W. Proud .......... Mary James 

J. B. Sezton ................... Josie Denny 

W. L. Dickenson ........... Bell Ti_es 

John W. Clearley ........... Mary E. Lindersmith 

 

January 1, 1891 (Vol. IV, No. 44) 
- Elihue Farmer and J. W. Souder, of Cold Springs, made the 

Herald a pleasant call. 

- E. B. Miller, of Macomb, made the heart of the editor glad to 

the extent of one dollar for the Herald. 

- M. S. Newton, merchant of Arden, Missouri, was in our city 

Monday and left an order for the Herald, our special 

premium, Webster‟s Dictionary, and some job-printing. 

- Prof. T. A. Kay, Mr. Jasper Kinder, Mrs. L. M. Platt and 

Miss Effie Bulger left Ava Sunday for Lebanon to attend the 

South-west Mo. Teachers Association.  Mrs. Platt will 

represent Douglas county in the Oratorical Contest. 

- Married, Benjamin Roberts, of Ava and Annia Reeves, one 

of Ozark Co‟s fair daughters--We wish them joy. 

- Mrs. Rachel Hopper has sold her farm south-west of town to 

H. M. Miller, Sr., and purchased the “Mose Hopper place” 

on Hunter creek. 

- There will be a Box Supper at the Bralley School house 

Friday Jan. 9th.  The proceeds are to be used for the benefit 

of the school district.  A good time is anticipated and all are 

cordially invited to attend. 

- Now is the time to get your farms surveyed.  I will survey 

your land, establish the corners and give you four months 

time to pay for the work.  Address: J. J. Bell col. Surveyor, 

Ava. Mo. 

- Arrived on Saturday, the 27th, O. A. Reed, a truant husband 

and father, after an absence of four weeks. His arrival, 

although unexpected, was duly celebrated by the firing of 

anvils under the supervision of Robert Wilson, Esq., of Ava. 

- On Tuesday Dec. 30, William Morrison, aged 24 years, 

while assisting his brother in feeding some cattle at the 

“Berry Silvey place,” suddenly fell dead.  He appeared to be 

in perfect health up to the time of his death.  It is supposed 

that the cause of his sudden death was heart disease. 

- The clipping party is the latest thing out for the amusement 

of the young folks.  A person is given a pair of scissors, 

blindfolded, and started toward a string suspended from the 

ceiling.  If he does not succeed in clipping it as he passes by 

he must pay a forfeit, but as a rebate, is allowed to kiss the 

belle of the occasion. 
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- The Christmas Entertainments given by the ladies of Ava, for 

the benefit of the Baptist church, were a decided success 

financially as well as socially.  There were large audiences 

present and all seemed satisfied with the entertainment 

furnished.  The net proceeds of the Christmas trees and the 

box-supper amounted to nearly $120.  Good order prevailed 

throughout the festivities which fact speaks well for the town 

and community. 

- Marriage Licenses.  The following marriage licenses were 

issued since our last issue viz.: 

Isaac Turner .................. F. S. Kelton 

Rufus S. Brown ............. Theodocia T. Holland 

Jason Rome ................... Amanda Harris 

Wm. Jackson ................. Edith Leonard 

Benjamin Roberts ......... Annie Reeves 

John Lemon .................. Annie Schechter 

James Hall ..................... Americus Morisett 

G. Linegar ..................... Mary Brown 

- Financial Hand-Book for Beginners. 

Boodle--What other men steal from their employers. 

Perquisites--What you can obtain for yours without being 

found-out. 

Gambling--Playing vulgar games like poker for five-dollar 

limit. 

Transactions--Dealing in futures without a limit. 

Embezzler--One who steals less than $100,000. 

Bold financier--A gentleman who prefers to reside in Canada 

on his employer‟s millions rather than live in the United 

States on his own hundreds. 

Cheating--When others get the best of you in a bargain. 

Good financial management--When you get the best of 

others in a bargain. 

Fools--Those who let others interfere in their business. 

Men of sound judgement.  Those who let you manage their 

business. 

A soulless corporation--The rich company in which you are 

not interested. 

A beneficent co-operative scene--The rich company in which 

you are the principal stockholder. 

Rash speculation--When men lose in stocks. 

Able financiering--When men win in stocks. 

Villainous ring--The scheme you are not in. 

Mutual protection association--The scheme you are in. 

A rising man--One you has done several hundred things that 

did not succeed; whether found out or not. 

- Ads: 

J. M. Curnutt & Co., Ava, Mo.  J. M. Curnutt, Wm. M. 

Miller and Horace Curnutt. 

Bank of Ava.  J. M. Adams, President.  F. E. Adams, 

Cashier.  Business hours from 9 a.m. to 6 p.m. 

Jas. Small, M. D., Physician & Surgeon, Smallett, MO. 

Hopper Furniture Company, Mansfield Mo. 

J. A. G. Reynolds & Sons, Ava.  J. A. G. Reynolds, M. C. 

Reynolds, J. D. Reynolds. 

Douglas County Nursery, Fruit and Ornamental Trees, I. 

C. Trowbridge & Sons, Vera Cruz, Mo. 

Goldman and Holeman Lumber Mills, Very Cruz, Mo. 

Ritchie Lumber Co., Saw and Plaining Mills, Mansfield, 

MO. 

Singleton House, Martin Singleton, Prop., Ava, Mo. 

Tallman & Rectors, Contractors & Builders, Ava, Mo.  

Shop on south side of square. 

Dr. W. R. Harper, Physician & Surgeon, Ava, Mo. 

Wm. A. Love, Attorney-at-Law, Gainesville, Mo. 

F. V. Baldwin, M. D. Physician & Surgeon, Ava, Mo.  

Office. NE Corner Square Over Hailey‟s Store. 

J. K. Reed, Attorney-at-Law, Real Es‟t Ag‟t.  Office in 

Court House, Ava, Mo. 

Bradleyville Normal School, R. E. Morris, B. Sc., 

Principal, Bradleyville, Taney County, Mo. 

W. J. Turners General Merchandise.  N. W. Corner of 

Square, Ava, Mo. 

Douglas County Normal School, located at Ava, Douglas 

county, Mo.  Mercer & Kay. 

Denny & Decker Lumber Mills, Vera Cruz, Mo. 

Gay & Patterson‟s Lumber Mills, Silverton, Mo. 

W. Jones, Attorney-at-Law, Willow Springs, Mo. 

John Reid, General Commission, Consignments of 

Produce Solicited.  370 Front St. Memphis, Tenn. 

A. B. Head, Attorney-at-Law, Ava, Mo.  Office in front 

room over Miller Bro‟s store. 

Jesse Roote, Attorney-at-Law, Mansfield, Mo. 

W. B. Watts, Prosecuting Attorney of Douglas County, 

Ava, Mo. 

F. W. Duggan, Attorney-at-Law, Hartville, Mo. 

M. H. Osborne, M. D. Physician & Surgeon, Roy, 

Missouri. 

J. K. Bulger, Attorney-at-Law, Ava, Mo. 

J. C. Johnson, United States Claim and Pension Agent, 

Bradleyville, Mo. 

 

January 8, 1891 (Vol. IV, No. 45) 
- Henry Wilson of Ellis, Lee & Co., Mt. Grove, paid Ava a 

visit Sunday. 

- A new Normal school building is one of the things that Ava 

needs and must have. 

- Sallie and Lily Turner, of Arno, are attending the Ava 

Normal. 

- D. Hartin, the new Circuit clerk and Recorder, has secured as 

a residence, the Birch property. 
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- William and Lon Klineline shipped a car load of hogs 

Tuesday.  They have been paying $2.50 per hundred for fat 

hogs. 

- Joshua Lutrell, Richland Tp., Henry Grote, Walls Tp., and 

John Largen, of Buchanan Tp, made final proof on their 

home steads last Tuesday. 

- County clerk Maloy has purchased the Lyon‟s residence and 

took possession of same on Monday.  He has the finest 

residence property in Ava. 

- Glory! Glory!--Monday morning witnessed the burning of 

powder and the firing of anvils, in honor the new County and 

Circuit clerks.  Robert Wilson had charge of the artillery.  

The ceremonies concluded without accident. 

- Died, Dec., 31,--Mrs. Philpot, relict of David Philpot, of 

Walls township.  Mrs. Philpot was a sister of Judge Burchell, 

and very recently followed her husband to the tomb.  She left 

a growing family and a large circle of friends to mourn her 

loss. 

- Ava, Mo., January 1st, 1891.  Dead Letter List. 

Bench, Mrs. James 

Hynes, Mrs. J. M. 

Kough, Mr. Geo. W. 

Swain, Miss Elmiry 

Skeans, Mr. D. A. 

Westerfield, Mrs. Jane 

J. T. Hailey, P. M. 

- J. H. E. Osborn has been appointed Deputy Sheriff.  This 

appointment of Sheriff Klineline went into effect Monday. 

- Married, Horace M. Curnutt, of Ava, and Eva White, of 

Clinton township, at the residence of the groom‟s parents, 

Ava, Friday the 2nd inst.  The marriage ceremony was 

performed by Rev. F. V. Baldwin.  They have our best 

wishes. 

- The following names were, on Monday, added to the rolls of 

our normal school: J. A. Hylton, R. P. Harman, I. A. Bradley, 

Sallie Joe Turner, Flora Hylton, Ida Harman, and Lily 

Turner. 

- At the regular session of the Ava Union Sabbath School, last 

Sunday morning, Rev. F. V. Baldwin was chosen Supt.; D. 

W. Thomas, Asst. Supt.; Prof. T. A. Kay, Treasurer; Bessie 

Martin, Secretary; Leota Curnutt, Asst. Sec.; and Dr. J. T. 

Hailey, Chorister.  School will hereafter be held every 

Sunday morning commencing at 10 o‟clock a.m.  All are 

invited to attend. 

- John A. Spurlock has been duly qualified as Probate Judge of 

Douglas Co., and will hereafter be found ready for all 

business that may come before him.  Those desiring to make 

final proof of homestead would do well to call on him, his 

personal acquaintance with the Register and Receiver, of the 

U. S. Land Office at Springfield, Mo., with their manner of 

doing business together with nearly three years practical 

experience in making proofs of homesteads, is sufficient 

guarantee that all such matters will be attended to in a 

business like manner. 

- John Malloy, the new County clerk, took charge of his office 

Monday.  Mr. Malloy takes hold with an energy that seems 

to promise “holding down the job” to the satisfaction of the 

taxpayers. 

- Rome.  Ed. Herald:--Every thing has quieted down since 

Christmas.  Pro. A. Johnson dismissed his school to-day to 

repair his house.  Mr. Johnson has a good school at this 

place.  F. M. Richards is doing a large business ginning 

cotton and has a great deal of it on hand.   

 

January 15, 1891 (Vol. IV, No. 46) 
- K. L. Burdett, Jr., of this place, is reading law with 

Prosecuting Attorney, Jno. K. Reed. 

- Isaac L. Hart, of Clay township is attending the State Normal 

school at Warrensburg, Mo., and reports to the Herald that he 

is well pleased with the school. 

- We call attention to the new card of Henry Klineline, which 

appears in another column.  Mr. Klineline‟s former record as 

an official of this county is a sufficient guaranty that we have 

an able officer for sheriff. 

- W. J. Turner is ever on hand with some new scheme to 

please his customers, this time it is a new Springfield wagon 

which he will give to the best guesser among his store.  Call 

at his store and enquire how it is to be done. 

- The Ava normal school is succeeding beyond the 

expectations of the most sanguine--19 new pupils were 

enrolled, on Monday. 

- W. F. McMahan, formerly of the firm of Rowland & 

McMahan, has sold his interest in the general merchandise 

store, at Buckhart, Mo., to a party from Mt. Grove. 

- Messrs. Tallman & Rector, Contractors and Builders of this 

place, have recently furnished the Herald office with a new 

type case rack, which is a credit to their workmanship. 

- Ex-Treasurer W. M. Miller turned over the funds and books 

of his office to Treasurer Hamby, on Monday of this week.  

The outgoing Treasurer has made the county a good officer 

and we hope the new Treasurer with the assistance of Bro. 

Platt will do as well. 

- Capt. J. H. A. Payne of this city received information last 

week that his pension claim had been favorably considered at 

Washington, D. C. and on Monday received his vouchers for 

$664.50 back pension and an allowance of a regular pension 

of $9.00 per month.  Mr. Payne is receiving the 

congratulations of his many friends on his good fortune. 

- Step in and see what spot cash will do at the old stand of J. 

A. G. Reynolds & Son, they allow a discount of 5 per cent on 
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all sales amounting to $1.00 and upwards made at one time, 

though, your purchases are limited in amount, yet by paying 

spot cash you save 5 cents on every dollar spent for 

merchandise during the year, which will amount to quite an 

item. 

- Sandy, Mo.  Ed. Herald:--Plenty of snow, rabbit hunting is in 

order.  J. W. Campbell is digging a cellar.  Sanford White 

commenced to erect a new dwelling last Monday.  M. 

Hodges has completed his house and moved in to it, he says 

he don‟t see how a person lives without a good house.  R. W. 

Creen moved his sawmill to the Hyger bottom.  Our 

postmaster at Sandy is trying to get his office discontinued.  

When the office was allowed, it was supplied three times a 

week, but now it is daily mail and it confines him too close, 

with no other revenue from public business it don‟t pay and 

he is “soliciting help to turn it loose.”  A. F. J. 

- Vera Cruz.  A new grist mill is being built at Vera Cruz by 

John Bush, it is a nice looking structure, more commodious 

than the old one.  Mr. Hiram Decker, whose house and 

contents were recently burned is now comfortably fixed in a 

new house.  N. Pendergrass and Ambrose McKay are 

planting new orchards.  Miss Alice Jackson, who is teaching 

at the McKay school house is giving entire satisfaction, her 

term closes with the present month.  Revs. Wyatt Lowry and 

William Strong hold services at the McKay school house on 

the first Sundays of each month. 

- Dogwood.  Mr. Russell has his new house almost completed.  

We understand that Mr. Martin is about to move back to the 

farm.  Frank Perry killed a wildcat last week.  Died.--At this 

place a few days ago, the child of Mr. and Mrs. Thomas 

Lakey.  W. W. J. 

- Squires, Mo.  Ed. Herald:--Born to the wife of John Turner 

on the 1st inst., a girl.  Dr. Osborn has completed his 

residence.  Wm. Thompson‟s school at the Fry school-house, 

closed on the 8th.  Spring Creek is on the boom.  S. J. 

- Died--On Sunday, the 11th inst., Johnie Bell, aged 16 

months, the son of Mr. and Mrs. J. J. Bell, of Ava, the 

remains were interred at the Prairie Hollow cemetery in Clay 

township. 

- Silverton.  Mr. Grote‟s new residence just north of town, is 

nearly completed.  Mt. Zion school, in charge of H. C. 

Feemster, is in a flourishing condition.  I send a sample of 

ore presented by Dr. J. J. Welch who resides near here.   

 P. E. J. 

 

January 22, 1891 (Vol. IV, No. 47) 
- J. W. Thomas of Walls township has purchased the Geo. B. 

McKay farm on Spring Creek. Mr. McKay expects to move 

to the I. T. 

- The family of Ex-Sheriff Lyon have moved to Rome, where 

Mr. Lyon has just completed a new roller mill.  We are sorry 

to lose them from our midst. 

- Attention is called to the ad of Harrison and King, 

Contractors and Builders, of this city.  Any one having 

buildings to erect or repair, would do well to give them a 

call. 

- The case of the State of Missouri vs Jasper DeGase, charged 

with seduction, before Justice Carson, Tuesday, was 

dismissed on account of Jasper having procured a license and 

married. 

- Ava Normal, Mercer and Kay have made arrangements with 

Mrs. Payne of this place, and T. W. Davis of the Pilot Knob 

school to assist them in their arduous work.  Mr. Davis 

commences work in the Ava Normal next Monday.  This 

step plainly shows that Mercer and Kay mean business and 

are determined to spare no pains or efforts to make the 

Normal a grand success. 

- Bryant, Mo.  Married.--Preston Moore and Mrs. Hunsaker of 

Findley township, on the 18th inst.  Born.--To the wife of J. 

W. Prime, on the 14th. a boy.  Rev. Mr. Davis of Wright 

County is conducting a series of meeting at the Passton 

school house, which has resulted in several conversions.  

Levi. 

- Beaver.  There was a box supper at the Clinkingbeard school 

house Friday the 15th inst.  John Denney is putting up a store 

house at this place.  There will be a box supper at the Cole 

school house on the 21st, for the benefit of Frank Reed‟s 

family who have been sick for some time.  Ben. 

- Roy.  Marshall Bringle has sold his farm and is going to 

Oregon in the spring.  H. H. Robbins has just finished 

building a large barn.  Louis Huffman is running a saw mill 

at Roy.  Stephen Jackson is grinding this week, charging 

one-tenth toll.  Dr. M. H. Osborne has had a rough time for 

the practice of his profession this week.  J. H. R. 

- Buchanan Notes.  A protracted meeting under the auspices of 

the Baptist denomination has been going on at Victory 

school house on Little Beaver the past week, Parsons 

Plummer and Parks of Christian county doing the preaching.   

Thomas H. Horner, of Campbell township, had the 

misfortune to lose his house by fire last Thursday night.  All 

his kitchen furniture and carpenter tools were destroyed.  

Insurance $400--J. W. G. 

- Richville.  James Kiles, a young man of our vicinity, died on 

the 6th inst. with typhoid fever, while his mother and sister-

in-law, Mrs. Ham Cunningham are lying quite low with the 

same disease.  Andy Edwards is the proudest man in 

Richville, it‟s a girl and weights ten pounds.  Lumber is 

being hauled of the new Baptist church.  U. No. 

- Little Beaver.  On Jan. 6th, at the Victor School House, we 

had an entertainment that drew a large crowd and one which 
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was appreciated by all.  Jasper Kinder acquitted himself with 

credit and we will be glad to have him come again.  Born, to 

the wife of C. H. Walker, a fine boy, Charles is quite 

jubilant, we suggest for a name, Harrison McKinley.--

Cactus. 

- Marriage Licenses. 

W. F. Southerland ...............Arada Souder 

J. M. Fox .............................Lucinda Fox 

Preston More .......................Josie Hunsaker 

W. J. J. Mason.....................Emma Graham 

Jasper DeGase .....................Susan J. Hodge 

Edmond Allen .....................Mary Huffman 

 

January 29, 1891 (Vol., IV, No. 48) 
- Douglas county needs a jail.  The people of the county 

should not condemn any officer for the escape of prisoners, 

so long as they fail to furnish a safe and secure place for the 

confinement of criminals.  Ex-Sheriff J. M. Lyons was 

severely criticized and held responsible for the escape of 

prisoners during his term of office by the opposite party, and 

now the opposition party having elected the sheriff are 

unfortunate enough to be placed in the same position by the 

recent escape from Sheriff Klineline, of the notorious 

Mercer, who was charged with burglary and other crimes.  A 

safe jail is a necessity and if all parties and the people of all 

sections of our county would throw aside political and 

sectional prejudice and work together for a good jail 

building, it would be the means of a more satisfactory 

enforcement of the criminal laws and the advancement of the 

general good of Douglas county. 

- Ad: The Rome Roller Mills.  The Celebrated Internal Roller 

Process.  We have remodeled our mill, adopting a process by 

which we are enabled to give our customers the product of 

their own wheat, which is seldom done by roller mills.  We 

are running in full blast, with a capacity of forty (40) barrels 

a day.  Lyons and Richards Milling Company, Rome, Mo. 

- The G.A.R. Hall at this place is for sale. 

- J. W. Wagoner, of Dogwood, was in our city on Monday. 

- One day last week a family named Decker, who resides 2 

miles south of Rome, procured a bottle of washing fluid from 

a traveling peddler.  The bottle was left within reach of the 

children and during the absence of the mother, one of them 

drank its contents and died in a few moments from the 

effects. 

- Mr. and Mrs. F. E. Adams, of this city, are possessors of 

another heir (a son).  It happened on Friday, the 22nd inst.  

We extend our congratulations. 

- The organization of a building and loan association in the 

town of Ava is in a fair way to be accomplished.  It would be 

of great advantage to the town, and an accommodation to 

many who wish to build and have not sufficient capital. 

- Married--On the 22nd inst., Kenneth L. Burdett, Jr. and Miss 

Mary A. Carson, at the residence of the bride‟s parents, Mr. 

& Mrs. J. W. Carson, of this township.  The marriage rites 

were performed by Rev. F. V. Baldwin in the presence of a 

large number of friends of the contracting parties. 

- Rome.  Our little town is flourishing.  We have two stores, 

two blacksmith shops and a fine roller mill.  The founder of 

ancient Rome was suckled by a she wolf; but from “The days 

of small things,” afterwards “Rome sat upon her seven hills 

and from her throne of beauty ruled the world.”  Why not a 

future for Rome, Mo?  E. R. R. 

- Richland Tp.  Died., on the 23rd ultimo a daughter of G. W. 

Collins aged 13.  She has been ailing of the past four years.  

Hatcher & Ingram have put up a dry goods store on Spring 

creek at the Bunch mill.   

- Richville.  Born--To the wife of Elisha Thompson on the 

16th inst., a girl. 

- Cass Tp.  E. A. Dugger is building a front portico to his 

house.  Married--Wm. Southerland and Miss Souder at the 

home of the bride‟s parents.  The ceremony was performed 

by Esquire Dugger, we had a good dinner and enjoyable 

time.  Died Rusha Dary, of lung fever.-- J. P. 

- Dry Creek.  Mrs. Dicus, who died of dropsy, was buried a 

few days ago in the new cemetery.  Mr. Elliot preached to a 

large congregation, at our school house, last Saturday.  Nat 

Freeman‟s school closed Saturday, and now he is getting 

ready to attend the Ava Normal School with the rest of the 

boys.  There is considerable excitement on Dry Creek about 

mineral, we hope this is but the beginning of a permanent 

mining industry in the county.--Valentine. 

- Marriage License.  The following marriage licenses were 

issued for the week ending January 27, 1891. 

K. L. Burdett, Jr. ................ Mary A. Carson 

Thomas Wheat ................... Mary M. Huffman 

Charles W. Smith ............... Rachel W. Wilson 

 

February 5, 1891 (Vol. IV, No. 49) 
- J. A. Payne has purchased a choice stock of new groceries. 

- The new Ava Drug store presents a very neat appearance. 

- C. W. Wood of Washington township is devil at the Herald. 

- The arrival of Dr. Davis, with a fine new stock of drugs and 

medicines is just what the people of Ava and vicinity were in 

need of.  Reliable and accurate compounding of prescriptions 

can now be had at all times, night or day. 

- The contract for the new Herald office and Spurlock & Kay‟s 

Jewelry store is to be let this week.  The building will be 

erected on the North side of the square on the lot West of the 

Ava Bank building. 

- Died--Mrs. Phebe Wilson, the wife of Calvin Wilson, on 
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Sunday the 1st inst., at Ava, of consumption after a long 

illness.  The remains were interred in the Clifty Hall 

Cemetery on Tuesday the 3rd. 

- Ava, Mo., February 1st, 1891.  Dead Letter List. 

Miss Maggie Johnson 

May Mitchell 

Mrs. J. R. Ricketts 

Miss Malissa Spurlock 

Mrs. Allen Writer 

John Wise. 

- J. E. Cockeral, from Nevada, Mo. Was in Ava on 

Wednesday.  Mr. Cockeral and other Nevada parties have 

purchased 880 acres of land in Clay township (this county) 

and will commence active mining operations at once.  The 

first installment of machinery consisting of 30 horse power 

engine and boiler, crusher and hoister, pumps and machinery 

for sinking shafts are now in transit and will be at once 

erected and set to work. 

- Miss Effie Bulger began teaching the new term of school of 

Bryant last Monday. 

- Ivy Bradley, one of our typos, has gone to his home near 

Kansas City.  He has the best wishes of many friends. 

- There was preaching at the Hall on Sunday.  The services 

were conducted by Revs. Beach and Morris. 

- The enterprising firm of Spurlock & Kay have on hand a full 

stock of Valentines of all styles from the trade-comic to the 

finest lace Valentines. 

- Alford Davis of Cold Springs has leased the Osburn building 

on East side of public square and put in a large stock of drugs 

and will fill prescriptions at all hours of the day or night. 

- The Ava, Arno, and Mansfield Telephone Company are 

putting up new poles all along their line, this is a much 

needed improvement, and adds much to the appearance of 

their property. 

- Sheriff Klineline received notice from his Washington 

attorney on Thursday last, that his pension claim under the 

new law had been allowed and that he had been placed on the 

pension rolls at the rate of $8.00 per month from the date of 

his application in July 1890. 

- The 12 year old son of widow Haney, of Richland township, 

was shot and instantly killed by a young man named Stubbs, 

under the following circumstances--The young men were in 

the same room when Stubbs, saying “I believe I will kill 

you” drew a revolver fired with fatal effect.  We could not 

gain further particulars. 

- The Ava Normal is rapidly increasing both in numbers and 

popularity, nine new students have been enrolled this week.  

Messrs. N. P. Freeman and Eva Miller of Mansfield, Mo., 

Miss Ti_ney Brown, of Washington township, Masters 

Moody and Clayton Bulger, of this township and Thos. 

Surguine, of Roy are among the newcomers. 

- Marriage Licenses. 

Wm. Clark .......................... Anna McPherson 

J. L. Burks .......................... Rush Burks 

Wm. A. Grote..................... Lizzie Manor 

- Bryant Spring Creek.  Born to the wife of Jeff Frazer, a 

daughter on the 23rd ultimo.--S. C. Herndon. 

- Buckhart, Mo. Mr. R. J. Rowland has sold his interest in the 

store at Buckhart to Mr. Profits of Wright Co.  The Buckhart 

District has a new school house nearly completed which will 

be a decided improvement on present quarters.   Mrs. T. E. 

Loyd who is teaching the school is giving good satisfaction 

to the patrons of the district.  D. B. Tetrick has built a store 

house on his farm one half mile north east of this place and 

reports that he is doing a good business.  Boss. 

 

February 12, 1891 (Vol. IV, No. 50) 
- 500 pieces of china to be given away go to J. M. Curnutt & 

Co‟s for them. 

- Ava Sunday School at 10 a.m.  Come at 9:30 to sing. 

- Died--W. H. Blakey of Spring creek township, on Monday 

the 9th inst., aged 67 years. 

- For Rent--I have for rent the H. R. Ballanger, Thaddeus 

Elliott, and Thomas J. Elliott farms.  Terms made known on 

application.  Call on or address, L. O. Hailey, Ava., Mo. 

- Buckhart, Mo.  R. J. Rowland has traded his interest in the 

store at this place to Hugh Barnes, of Mt. Grove, who bought 

W. H. McMahan‟s interest a short time since, he is having a 

good trade.   

- Dogwood, Mo.  Died, at his home on Swan creek, John T. 

Johnson on Feb. 2nd.  Mrs. Ros Painter has moved back on 

her farm.  Born, to the wife of James Stafford, a girl.  A little 

daughter of D. Swearingen was seriously burned, her 

clothing took fire from the fireplace, she is not expected to 

recover.  O. X. 

- There will be a Box Supper at the Sisney school house, on 

Saturday night, the 21st of February, 1891.  The proceeds to 

be used for fencing the graveyard at that place. 

- Buchanan Township.  Chas. Herrill was married to Pink 

Martin, of Christian county, Sunday, a week ago.  W. M. 

Jenkins has moved to Campbell Tp.  W. Geddes while 

digging a well struck a cave and was compelled to quit work.  

Little Trot. 

 

February 19, 1891 (Vol. IV, No. 51) 
- The Ava Sunday School grows in interest, but we would be 

pleased to see a larger adult attendance.  F. V. Baldwin. 

- Wm. Lakey‟s little boy, aged four, has been seriously sick 

with erysipelas, is now better, as is also George Sanders‟ 

little daughter. 
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- Died--Infant child of John B. Yandell, on 12th instant. 

- Died--Willie Payne, aged 6, son of Bud and Minnie Payne on 

11th instant. 

- Frank Denney, who has been very near death‟s door, is 

slowly recovering.  Drs. Davis and Osborn have been 

attending him. 

- Flotilla Items.  Died--On the 2nd inst., uncle Jack Turnbull, 

an aged settler.  Mr. Buxton is building a new residence.  

Flotilla Post office will move to Mr. Farmer‟s and will suit 

the people much better.  J. C. Harper is teaching a night 

school at the Field__ school house. 

- 100 lamps and glass pitchers to be given away by J. A. G. 

Reynolds & Son.  Go and get them quick they won‟t last 

long. 

 

February 26, 1891 (Vol. IV, No. 52) 
- Obituary.  Died, on February 23 at his residence in Ava, J. F. 

Denny, aged 34 years, of Congestive fever, after an illness of 

but a few days duration.  The news of his sudden death casts 

a gloom over our town.  Thus has death taken away a good 

man, a noble citizen and a devoted husband, and one that will 

be missed from our midst.  He was formerly a resident of 

Springfield, MO, and moved to this county about 6 years ago 

and has been a resident of Ava for one year during which 

time he won the friendship and esteem of all.  He leaves a 

wife and a large circle of relatives and friends to mourn his 

loss.  The funeral services were conducted by Father Grundy, 

of Arno, at the residence and the remains were interred in the 

Cemetery North of Ava on Sunday the 22nd inst. 

- Obituary.  Charles C. Powers.  Was born in Sangersfield, 

Oneida Co. New York, September 9, 1815.  In 1816 his 

parents removed to Boone county, Ill. Where he has resided 

until his death, January 27, 1891, at the age of 75 years.  In 

1847 he married Miss Martha M. Sheffield, who survives 

him.  They had just passed their forty-fourth anniversary of 

their marriage.  Four children were borne to them: Herbert, 

Ellis, Lester, and Charles.  Ellis and Lester died while quite 

young.  Herbert and Charles still live in Belvedere.  Mr. 

Powers experienced religion when a young man and joined 

the M. E. Church.  After his marriage he joined what is 

known as the Ohio Baptist church of Belvedere, continuing a 

respected and beloved member until his death.  He together 

with his father, David Powers, and his four brothers, John, 

Austin, Jesse, and Ase, were among the first settlers of this 

county (Boone County, Ill), and were subject to the hardships 

and privations of pioneer life.  The four brothers are all 

living; John the eldest, now in his 84th year, lives in 

Nebraska; Austin and Jesse in California, and Asa in Roy, 

Douglas county, Mo.  On Thursday, January 28th, Mr. 

Powers was buried from the church in which he had for 

many years worshiped.  The pastor, Rev. James A. Pierce 

speaking from Heb. 6:19.  The last sickness had been for 

many weeks, but was borne with conscience that God was 

the helper in time of need.  The end came quietly and 

peacefully and he fell asleep, in Christ.  To die was indeed 

great gain.  The burial was indeed great gain.  The burial was 

in the Shattuck Grove Cemetery near his former home. 

- Charley Bulger is at his old case in the Herald office. 

- Father Grundy, of Campbell township, preached at the 

school house on Sunday evening. 

- County Treasurer Hamby and Assistant Treasurer Platt are 

apportioning the cash in the county treasury, for payment of 

warrants of 1890. 

- George Holeman of Hunter creek was arrested on Monday 

by U. S. Marshal Roper on a charge of selling whiskey 

without having a Government license. 

- The Ava Drugstore, kept by the enterprising firm of Will 

Johnson & Co., is doing a good paying business and giving 

general satisfaction to its patrons. 

- J. W. Singleton, who has been acting as Government Gauger 

at the Johns mill Distillery in Christian county, made a call at 

the Herald office on Tuesday.  He expects to go to Waco 

Missouri the latter part of this week where he will officiate as 

gauger.   

- Rev. Hart, who has been preaching in Walls township for 

several weeks is expected to hold services in Ava about the 

first of next month. 

- Marriage Licenses 

Jno. M. Sartin .............Miss Lou Masterson 

Alfred Uhlman ...........Miss Loura Weaver 

W. N. Turner ..............Miss P. C. Henley 

Wm. A. Carson ..........Miss Sarah E. Snelson 

John Decker ...............Miss Daisey R. Bellen 

- Bryant, Mo.  Died--of pneumonia fever, Walter Erly, of 

Findley township, aged 17 years. 

- Notice--All Soldiers and Sailors who made a homestead 

entry prior to 1874 for a less quantity of land than 160 acres, 

will do well to call or address the undersigned.  J. A. 

Spurlock, Ava, Mo. 

- Notice is hereby given that, my wife Susan A. Hodges, 

having left my bed and board without reasonable cause, I 

will not be responsible for any debts contracted by her.  Roy, 

Mo., Feb 16, 1891.--E. Hodges. 

- Cass Township.  The proudest man in Cass township, is Link 

Alsup.  It‟s a bouncing boy and arrived on Washington‟s 

birthday.  Born to the wife of Zack Wells, a fine girl.  Ezra. 

 

March 5, 1891 (Vol. V, No. 1) 
- Collector Wilson has vacated his office in favor of his 

successor, Bud Norman. 
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- Len Turner has purchased a building lot on south side of 

town and is having a well drilled. 

- Prof. Kay of the Ava Normal, is having an addition built on 

his dwelling house, east of Ava. 

- The Ava lodge of the order of Freemasons, held a special 

session on Saturday.  There were several of the order in 

attendance from the Roy lodge. 

- If you are wanting Horse or Jack bills struck, don‟t forget 

that the place to get them is at the Herald office in the rear of 

the Ava Drug Store, on East side of the square. 

- Dr. W. R. Harper was arrested last week on a charge of 

discharging fire arms within 200 yards of the Court House. 

- Francis Duff, the proprietor of the billiard hall, was arrested 

on Thursday, for being too handy with a six shooter.  Mr. 

Duff plead guilty and was fined fifty dollars and the costs, by 

Esquire Carson on the charge of displaying his pistol in a 

rude and angry manner. 

- Mr. Cal Wilson has sold his residence to M. J. M. Curnutt.  

Horace Curnutt will occupy the Wilson house shortly.   

- Mr. Tallman has taken the contract to build a one-story 

printing and law office, on the north side of the square, just 

west of the bank for the editor.  The building will be 

substantially built and add considerably to the looks of the 

city. 

- Ava is taking the mining fever and we are more than anxious 

that the fever will be deep seated and continued. 

- M. C. Reynolds is having a shaft sunk out on his lands 4 

miles west of town and Mr. Haughey an experienced miner 

from Joplin, claims that the prospects for a find are good. 

- Clay Township Items.  J. D. Avery is having a house built 

says he wants it ready in two weeks certain.  It looks a little 

suspicious Jim.  B. E. Bramer is about to sell his farm, and is 

going to S. W. Va., better stay where the boom is coming 

soon.  P. N.  Hylton, the Virginian who bought James 

Freeman‟s farm, has taken a homestead near by.  B. Hannan 

and A. V. Hilton entered some of Uncle Sam‟s land a short 

time ago at $1.25 per acre, since then, they have found a 

large cave on the land and it is being explored every few 

days by parties from Kansas City, and other places; who 

claim to be experts in mineralogy and they say the cave 

abounds with onyx stone.  Taking every thing into 

consideration the Hannan and Hylton cave may one day 

become one of the grandest curiosities of the Ozark‟s natural 

wonders.  Valentine. 

 

March 12, 1891 (Vol. V, No. 2) 
- W. L. Horner is going to erect a new building on the South 

West corner of the square for business purposes. 

- Rev. Thos. Hart is holding a revival meeting at this place, in 

the court house. 

- Cass township.  Uncle Tom Livingston is doing a good 

business exchanging his merchandise for produce.  Born to 

the wife of Billy Alsup Sr. 

- Buchanan Township.  Rev. J. M. Lewis preached a good 

sermon last Sunday, at B. E. Wilson‟s south of Roy.  G. W. 

Johnson closed the Boiling Springs public school Saturday.  

Prof. Dyer, the itinerant singing master, will commence a 

second term of school at Victory school house soon.  

Sylvester Johnson has sold his farm on Big Beaver and will 

move to this township.  He contemplates going west in the 

fall where he will probably locate.  Little Trot. 

- Married at the residence of John A. Spurlock, in Ava on the 

evening of March 9th, 1891, Ben Wilson to Miss Bell Privitt.  

Rev. S. S. Roberts officiating. 

- Ava, Mo., March 1, 1891.  Dead Letter List. 

James Bumgardner 

Wm. Clark 

Mr. J. M. Cureton 

Mr. John Crabtree 

Mr. John Duren 

Miss Frankie Denney 

Miss Marrie Hartley 

Mrs.  Sarrah Lemsfoard 

Mr. Philip W. Lento. 

Miss Susanna Lovall 

Enoch Luntzford 

Mr. John Little 

Miss Daisy Minse 

Mr. G. W. Miller 

Miss Ella Mullins 

Mr. Hirshel More. 

James B. Piles 

James Pike 

James B. Pike 

Mr. S. M. Snodgrass 

Ida Stevenson 

F. M. Walters 

I. Walker 

 

March 19, 1891 (Vol. V, No. 3) 
- Remember that photographs can be had at very low prices at 

the Glass picture gallery. 

- The ladies and gentlemen of Ava and vicinity are invited to 

call and examine for themselves the artistic samples of 

photographer‟s work at the establishment of Prof. T. E. 

Glass, at South side of Court house on the public square. 

- Francis Duff, the proprietor of the billiard hall, who was 

fined $50 and trimmings for carrying a pistol, packed his 

worldly goods and left Saturday.  It is said that he left several 

of our merchants mourning over the evils of the credit 
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system. 

- Richville Items.  Born to the wife of Hiram Rice of the 15th 

inst., an eight pound boy--a republican.  Married on the 15th 

inst., T. P. Simpson and Laura Clearly, of this township.  

Long Tom. 

- A mining company has been organized at Ava and will 

commence active operations without delay.  The partied 

interested in the company are M. C. Reynolds, J. C. Mency, 

J. M. Adams, President of Bank of Ava, F. E. Adams, 

Cashier of Bank of Ava, W. J. Turner, A.  B. Head & J. F. 

Miller of Ava, and J. D. Reynolds of Mansfield.  The 

purpose of the company is to develop the mineral resources 

of Douglas County and to operate the old Davis mines on the 

north side of Douglas County, south of Mansfield, Mo. 

- The court house yard has been improved by the addition of a 

new pump in the public well and new steps over the fence on 

the north and south side of the square. 

 

March 26, 1891 (Vol. V, No. 4) 
- The Singleton Hotel is doing a good business. 

- Curnutt Bros.  Lunch Counter is the place to get a good 

square meal at half price. 

- The Ava Mining Company has struck lead on the old Davis 

mining claim in paying quantities. 

- Adam Johnson, of Campbell Township, is attending to his 

interests in Circuit Court. 

- J. K. Bulger and family moved to Ava on Wednesday and 

will occupy the Denny property on East side of town. 

- M. C. Barnes and J. A. Nash of this county have removed to 

Sparta Christian Co. Where they expect to engage in the 

general merchandise business. 

- W. J. Freeman of Richland Township called at the Herald 

office on Monday and reports that Uncle Sam has granted 

him a pension of $12.00 per month.   

 

March 26, 1891 (Vol. V, No. 4) 
- (Local page identical to the March 19 issue) 

 

April 2, 1891 (Vol. V, No. 5) 
- The Wheeler party of Douglas county were very perfect in 

figures before the last election, but they don‟t know how to 

“figger” the price of the county‟s warrants from the low price 

to which they have fallen back to their selling price when 

they assumed control of county affairs.  County warrants last 

September term of the Circuit Court were worth 80 to 85 cts. 

on the dollar, County warrants at this March term 40 to 50 

cents on the dollar. 

- Jesse Huffman Sr., was in town on Tuesday and left his order 

at the herald office for a lot of job work. 

- The foundation for the new Herald office is being built this 

week and Contractor B. F. Tallman expects to have the 

building completed about the 1st of May. 

- Mr. O. H. Gentry, of Findley township, made a pleasant call 

at the Herald office. 

- The finest stock of paints and oils, drugs and medicines 

every seen in Ava, are now exposed for sale at the Ava Drug 

Store by Will Johnston & Co. 

- The Grand Jury made an examination of the building rented 

by the county for a jail and reported it unsafe and insecure as 

a place for the confinement of prisoners. 

- A pension allowance of $3,300 has been made in favor of the 

heirs of G. W. Ellmore, a deceased soldier, by the pension 

office at Washington, D. C.  Mrs. Frank Curnutt (nee 

Ellmore) of this place is one of the fortunate parties, and 

Messrs. A. N. and H. W. Ellmore, of Cass township this 

county, each receive a share of the allowance. 

- Calaway Rogers, of Washington township, presented the 

Herald with a very fine specimen of a turnip beet measuring 

twenty seven and 2 inches around, and weighing 7 lbs. and 

seven ounces. 

- The Ava Mining Co. is subleasing the Davis Mines to 

practical miners and active mining operations on the property 

have commenced. 

- The Singleton Hotel has been crowded with guests during the 

entire term of Circuit Court.  The accommodations having 

been much enlarged by its proprietor, Mr. Singleton, it was 

supposed that there would be ample room for its patrons 

during court, but the ever increasing custom of the house 

filled it to overflowing. 

- A proposition for a new school house for Ava will be voted 

on at the school meeting next Tuesday.  No one can deny that 

it is to the advantage of every voter in the district, that we 

have a school-house sufficiently large to accommodate the 

rapidly increasing numbers of the Ava Normal. 

 

April 9, 1891 (Vol. V, No. 6) 
- Mr. John Fry has erected a new stable near his dwelling 

house on South side of town. 

- Dr. Baldwin and Prof. T. A. Kay have been improving their 

property, East of town, with new fences. 

- Prof. Glass the photographer will remain another week in 

Ava, to complete the numerous orders received during the 

past two weeks, and any one desiring photographs should 

call at once at his gallery on the court house square. 

- Ad: The Ava Drug Store, A. Davis, M. D., Proprietor.  First 

Door North of Post Office, Ava, Mo. 

- Ad: Livingston and Hailey, Ava, Mo.  A. H. Livingston, 

Lawyer, West Plains, Mo, and L. O. Hailey, Real estate and 

Abstracter, Ava, Mo. 

- Mrs. J. F. Denney has had a fence built around the Denney 
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lot in the Ava Cemetery.  If every one interested, would 

improve their lots in the cemetery, it would be a credit to the 

town. 

- Vera Cruz.  Several of Jonathan Stout‟s family have been 

down with the measles, one little grandson died last week 

with the same disease.  Invisible. 

- Marriage Licenses.  The following marriage licenses were 

issued by Clerk Hartin since our last report. 

Jno. H. Fry  ................ Marry J. Stone 

Sherman Stafford ....... Mary Ann Garrison 

Charles E. Reed ......... Eliza Hoover 

J. W. Bowen ............... Malissie Turnbull 

- Ava, Mo, April 1, 1891.  Dead Letter List. 

M. H. Berkan 

George Carson 

George Graves 

G. W. Miller 

John W. Perkins 

Z. H. Palmer 

Charley Sinthers 

George Scott 

Mohlon Thomson 

John Walker 

Bude Wider 

 

April 16, 1891 (Vol. V, No. 7) 
- The returns from the various school districts are now in and 

show that Thos. A. Kay is reelected by a majority of 400 

votes. 

- R. C. Overman was elected road overseer of the district 

surrounding Ava.  We trust that he will try to make some 

improvement on the road from Ava to Mansfield. 

- Lewis Davenport, the proprietor of the Ava saloon, started to 

Fort Worth Texas last Sunday to sell some land he owns 

there.  James King accompanied him on the trip. 

- The base ball season is at hand and our boys should 

remember it which they no doubt will--Enterprise.  

Remember that the Ava Little Giants can do them at any 

time, on any kind of grounds. 

- W. W. Clark of Spring creek was in town this week.  He will 

erect a neat and substantial new house on his tract of land 

west of town, recently bought of John W. Miller.  He said 

that he was coming here for the benefit of our excellent 

school. 

- Levi Lakey, of Lincoln township, plead guilt to fighting and 

was fined one dollar and cost.  And was convicted of 

carrying a hoss pistol at the same time before Esq. Leonard.  

He is now in Jail $54 worth and cost. 

- Col. W. B. Watts, late Prosecuting Attorney of Douglas Co., 

and family moved to Howell county last week. 

- Every person who comes to Ava, and who was ever here 

before is heard to say, “Did you ever see a place grow like 

Ava.”  Ava is improving all the time.  Just look at the new 

buildings.  We are to have a $2,000 school house, a 

Methodist church, and several new and substantial business 

houses, besides a large number of new residences the coming 

summer and fall.  Let the good work go on. 

 

April 23, 1891 (Vol. V, No. 8) 
- Married Joel Martin and Janie Davis, April 5th 1891, at the 

residence of E. C. Dugger, of Cass township.  Esquire 

Dugger performed the ceremony. 

- Clinton Township was visited by a cyclone last week which 

did great damage to fencing and blew down several buildings 

in the neighborhood of Clifty Hall. 

- Why don‟t our school director call a special meeting to locate 

the new school house?  Work on the new building should be 

commenced at once and the building completed in time for 

the Fall term of Ava Normal. 

- A large cave has been discovered on Widow Hollingsworth 

Homestead, on the head of Beaver, the cave is about 35 ft. 

wide and about 100 ft. long, containing a bank of Onyx about 

60 ft. long and about 4 ft. thick exposed to view, several 

pieces have been sent to Springfield and St. Louis, where it 

was dressed and polished and said to be very valuable. 

- J. M. Weaver, of Cass township, made a business call at the 

Herald office on Saturday. 

- On Friday, Dr. F. V. Baldwin, of this place, received a 

telegram from Colorado, stating that his father and mother 

were both dangerously sick.  He left on the morning train on 

Saturday for their place of residence. 

 

April 30, 1891 (Vol. V, No. 9) 
- G. B. Waters and family are rusticating this week on their 

farm in Walls township.  George is a close hard worker and 

the pallor on his face, caused by the extra amount of work in 

printing the proceedings of the Board of Equalization, will 

_ere his return we hope, be exchanged for the roseate hue of 

health. 

- Miss Ella Carter, organizer and lecturer of “Women‟s  

Christian Temperance Union,” has come and gone.  She 

lectured Saturday and Sunday nights to a crowded house on 

the evils of intemperance; and words of praise too high, 

neighbor, as to her purpose nor her ability can be uttered.  

Eloquent in speaking, elegant in diction, sincere in manner, 

and womanly in deportment, she won and will hold the 

hearts of all who heard her.  She is an honor to the cause she 

advocates.  A Union was organized here with eighteen 

members.  We wish them success. 

- To Andy Martin Post 259.  Having just received a letter from 
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A. A. G. Rodgers, saying that in view of the previous good 

standing of Post 259 the recent State Encampment had voted 

to take no action on our failure to send in the regular 

Quarterly Reports, and urged that they are sent in as soon as 

possible, and so keep our place in the Department; in view of 

this will invite all members of the Post to meet in the Probate 

Office on Saturday May 2nd at 2 o‟clock to determine the 

life or death of the Post, as this will be the last effort of your 

humble servants in this matter.  Resp.  J. K. Bulger, Post 

com. 

 

May 7, 1891 (Vol. V, No. 10) 
- W. F. Reynolds in on the sick list this week. 

- Dr. Harper who has been dangerously ill the past week is 

slowly recovering. 

- T. N. Smallwood of Clinton township was in Ava on 

Tuesday and reports a heavy hail and rain storm in his 

neighborhood on Saturday which did much damage to the 

fruit crop. 

- The Literary, conducted by the students of the Douglas 

county Normal and citizens of Ava, is on the boom the house 

being crowded every Friday night. 

- Iva Bradley formerly a pupil of the Ava Normal School, who 

left Ava in December last for his home near Kansas City has 

returned to this city, and taken a position in the office of the 

Farm Record. 

- Frank Curnutt and wife, Jno. Wilson, and Miss Leota 

Curnutt, of Ava, left on Saturday for the east end of the 

County to the funeral of Mrs. Pheoba Wilson, which was to 

have been preached Sunday, May 3rd at Clifty Hall, by the 

Rev. Robt. Young. 

- Squires, Mo.  A new school district has been formed here.  

Messrs. Joseph Thompson, Everett Grass, and Wen 

Matthews were elected directors.  The committee on building 

site will report next Saturday.  It is supposed they will locate 

the site on or near the Denny place.  This is a move in the 

right direction and we hope to see it entirely successful. 

- Ava, Mo., May 1st, 1891.  Dead Letter List. 

William Alsup 

Miss Rachel Davis 

Minnie Davis 

Mr. N. W. Ellison 

Mr. Charley Hibarger 

Mr. Frank Lewis 

Miss S. S. Pope 

Stephen Potter 

Katie Seasholts 

Mr. W. H. Thompson 

 

May 14, 1891 (Vol. V, No. 11) 

- M. W. Sloane, of Ava, has gone to Indian Territory. 

- The unexpectedly large demand for Lyons and Richards‟ 

unexcelled brand of “Snow Flake” flour is convincing 

evidence of its superiority over all other brands of flour 

offered in the market. 

- Geo. M. Siler, of Campbell township, made a business call at 

the Herald office last week.  He is expecting to purchase a lot 

of mutton sheep for shipment to the Kansas City market.  Mr. 

Siler made Douglas County a good Assessor and we wish 

him success in the stock business. 

- A school meeting was held at this place on Saturday for the 

purpose of selecting a site for the new school house.  The 

legal voters attending the meeting were unable to agree on 

any of the proposed new localities for the school house.  The 

failure to select a site is a misfortune, as the present site is 

not well located for school purposes. 

- John Lamb, of Rippee Creek in Walls township, met with a 

serious loss last week caused by a fire which completely 

consumed his dwelling house and contents. 

- The vacant lots on Prospect Row owned by M. C. Reynolds 

and Geo. W. Osborn are being improved by a new fence. 

- A. Henson, of Boone township, was in Ava Monday looking 

after the rental of his saloon property on S. E. Corner of the 

square. 

- J. Q. Thomas made final proof on his homestead before 

Judge Spurlock and received his final homestead receipt 

within ten days from date of final proof. 

- County Court Proceedings:  Road Overseers: 

W. A. Wilson 

Wm. Walls 

R. C. Overman 

Jno. Miller 

J. A. Wallace 

M. J. Bradley 

W. A. Goforth 

Aaron Taber 

T. Sloan 

J. A. Dickerson 

W. J. Gentry 

M. F. Potter 

 

May 21, 1891 (Vol. V, No. 12) 
- King and King are drilling a well at the residence of Mrs. 

Austin Reynolds. 

- The new Herald office on North side of the square will be 

ready for occupation next week. 

- J. A. Spurlock will occupy the Wheat property this week 

with a fine new stock of Jewelry. 

- Isaac Smith, of Olive Springs, was in town on Monday. 

- Marriage Licenses. 
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Robert L. Fletcher ........... Sarah Ann Johnson 

Marris T. Sprague ........... Alwildey Ellis 

- Miss Effie Bulger who has been attending the Ava Normal 

left on Monday for Lincoln township where she has been 

employed to teach a 6 weeks term of school in the Johnsmith 

school district. 

- Prosecuting Atty. Reed offers to give an acre of land on East 

side of town for new school house site.  The site offered by 

Mr. Reed would be nearer the center than the old site and a 

much better location for school purposes. 

- Pat Brown, of Jackson township, passed through Ava on 

Saturday with Mr. Rippee, of Mansfield, in charge of a fine 

drove of hogs which have been purchased for J. C. Spence of 

Mansfield, Mo, in the southern part of the county. 

- Memorial Day.  Saturday, May 30th the day set apart for the 

Decoration of the Graves of Union Soldiers, will be suitably 

observed by Andy Martin Post G.A.R. at the Huffman grave 

yard near Casto.  Exercises consisting of speeches, singing, 

and the decorating of the Graves of deceased comrades, etc. 

together with a Basket Picnic.  Everybody cordially invited 

to come, and bring your Baskets prepared to spend the day 

and join in the exercises.  Comrades are requested to be on 

hand Friday Morning 29th to assist in clearing off the 

Ground and trimming up Comrades‟ Graves, by request of 

Henry Klineline, J. M. Curnutt, J. H. Martin, R. Ritter, Jos. 

Bonnell, and W. B. Singleton, Committee. 

- Tobacco.  The Miserable Stuff.  I would like to say a few 

words about the filthy habit of using tobacco.  We talk about 

the use of whiskey which is certainly very, very, bad, too bad 

to think about but I can go to town and spend the day and 

whiskey never bothers me, but as soon as I enter the stores, it 

is tobacco smoking and chewing every where.  I can‟t avoid 

it and the smoke of the filthy weed makes me too sick to stay 

in the stores.  If a man gets drunk (and any body finds it out) 

they will turn him out of the church, when at the same time 

every member of the church made use of the filthy weed 

tobacco, even the preachers are addicted to it.  Members of 

the church will spend dollars for tobacco when they say they 

cannot afford or are too poor to give pennies for the building 

of churches.  I have no doubt but the money annually spent 

for tobacco in this township would amount to enough to 

build us a good church and yet we are too poor to build 

churches.  What a bad example we set before sons and 

daughters may God pity us.  I hope no one will take offence 

at what I have said, and pray that it may help some one to 

think what they are doing.  Spring Creek Lady. 

 

May 28, 1891 (Vol. V, No. 13) 
- Ava‟s School directors have called another meeting for the 

purpose of selecting a site for the new school house, a large 

majority of the resident taxpayers of the district are not 

satisfied with the present location, and the petition for the 

meeting was signed by a majority to locate the new school 

house on the property known as the Lyons lot on the East 

side of Ava.  This property is available, title good, and is 

probably the best site that ever one will throw aside all petty 

personal interest in the matter and vote for the general good.  

The present site is entirely unfit for the new house.  It is too 

close to town and the lot is too small.  The new building and 

the necessary out buildings would nearly fill the space of the 

old lot, and would leave no play ground for the school 

children at recess, and in consequence they would have to be 

turned loose on the streets for exercise.  The proposed site on 

the Lyons lot will give ample room for the building with 

plenty left for a playground.  The school cannot prosper with 

out a lot sufficient for the purpose, and the Lyons lot is 

favored by a majority.  Let every voter attend the meeting on 

the 6th of June so that a legal selection can be made by at 

least a two-thirds majority. 

- Prof. Glass, the photographer, left Ava for Mt. Grove on 

Monday. 

- J. M. Adams and M. C. Reynolds made a business trip to 

Springfield on Monday. 

- J. Q. Thomas left Ava on Saturday for Topeka, Kansas where 

he expects to engage in the railroad business.  Thomas is an 

old railroad man and will be at home in that line of business. 

- Mrs. Hard of this city received notice on Saturday that she 

had been allowed a pension.  The notice received from the U. 

S. Pension department did not state the amount of the 

allowance. 

- County Collector Bud Normal has been officiating as deputy 

County Clerk for the last week.  We do not understand how 

our County Collector can legally be County Clerk.  But 

wheelers have funny ways, and are a law unto themselves. 

- The W. C. T. U. Society, of Ava, held a public meeting on 

Sunday evening, at the school house.  The exercises were 

very entertaining and instructive.  The society is a credit to 

our city and every possible aid should be given, to the ladies 

of the society in the advancement of the cause of temperance. 

- Mr. and Mrs. William Gray, of Spring Creek, called on the 

Herald Office on Friday. 

- The Entertainment given last Sunday night by the W. C. T. 

U. Society was very interesting and entertaining.  It being 

their first was largely attended.  Promptly at 8 o‟clock the 

house was called to order by Mrs. Waters, President of the 

Union, after which a very well prepared and interesting 

Program consisting of Declamations, Select readings, Essays, 

and music was taken up and carried out in a very agreeable 

manner.  The ladies desire to express their thanks to the 

people who contributed so liberally, thereby helping the 
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Union.  We hope to see this cause which the ladies have so 

nobly espoused, prosper. 

- Ava‟s Blacksmith beats the record one day last week Bob 

Wilson, the village smith, toed and fitted ten pair of No. 4 

horseshoes, in one hour and fifteen minutes, as this beats the 

record it is necessary to say by way of explanation that Bob 

has recently introduced in his shop some new machinery 

which was used in the work also that during the one hour and 

fifteen minutes, Bob consumed one pint of Dr. R. N. Lee‟s 

best liquor.  If Bob had secured a gallon of Lee‟s Liquor, 

before he commenced, the No. of shoes fitted in the time 

mentioned would have been unlimited. 

- The Closing Exercises of the Ava Normal will be held at the 

court house on Friday, June 5th, 1891, in the afternoon and 

evening.  Quite an extensive program of the exercises has 

been arranged of which the following is a copy: 

Program:  Afternoon exercises commence at 1 o‟clock P. M. 

Inst. Music 

Select reading.................. Ida Curnutt 

Declamation .................... Clarence Hailey 

Ethel Kay 

Ivy Martin 

Ellie Hailey 

Instr. Music 

Declamation .................... Edith Tolman 

James Fry 

Mary Silvey 

Everett Davis 

Inst. Music 

Declamation .................... Haden Kice 

Euley Roberts 

Perry Tolman 

Gertie Payne 

Pearl Mercer 

Inst. Music 

Declamation .................... Mollie Belle 

Dwodrop Mercer 

Maggie Roberts 

Harry Martin 

Eddie Roberts 

Inst. Music 

Declamation .................... Lottie Martin 

Daisy Roberts 

Annie Richardson 

Joe Elmore 

Select Reading  ............... Miss L__ King 

Inst. Music 

Declamation .................... John Slate 

Select Reading ................ J. A. Gott 

Rose Singleton 

Declamation .................... Oscar Reed 

Inst. Music 

Declamation .................... Edith Brawley 

Clara ____er 

John Childreth 

Ella Martin 

Inst. Music 

Declamation .................... J. E. Klineline 

Select Reading ................ M. H. Hale 

W. H. Singleton 

Declamation .................... Sarah Norman 

L. M. Herald 

Concert Reading 

Recess until 7:30 p.m. 

EVENING EXERCISES 

Song 

Declamation .................... Miss Bessie Martin 

Essay ............................... J. D. Delp 

Declamation .................... Clara Snyder 

Music 

Declamation .................... Tom Roberts 

Select reading .................. Ida Harmon 

Declamation .................... Homer Martin 

Music 

Select Reading ................ John Miller 

Miss Florence Sims 

W. F. Applegate 

Music 

Declamation .................... Miss Annie White 

R. P. Harmon 

Essay ............................... Ella Martin 

Music 

Recess 

Essay ............................... Miss Annie Richardson 

Dialogue 

Declamation .................... Eva Miller 

Music 

Select Reading ..... Miss Lou Payne 

Declamation ......... Miss Allie Norman 

Dialogue 

Extemporaneous  

Speech .............. K. L. Burdett 

Music 

Declamation ......... Miss Mary Brentlinger 

Dialogue 

Declamation ......... Cathy Curnutt 

Music 

Select Reading ..... Leota Curnutt 

Music 

Declamation ......... J. R. Miller 
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Essay .................... Laura Payne 

Music 

Declamation ......... Miss Fannie Hollingsworth 

Extemporaneous  

Speech  ............. T. W. Davis 

Declamation ......... Miss Lum King 

Music 

Select Reading  .... Miss Minnie Norman 

Declamation ......... Isaac Garrison 

Concert Reading by School 

Declamation:  

Burial of Moses Homer Martin 

 

June 4, 1891 (Vol. V, No. 14) 
- Thomas Benton, of Buchanan township lost his dwelling 

house last week by fire. 

- E. D. Pennington has built an addition to his business house 

on South side of the Square. 

- Louis Davenport has advertised for bids on the construction 

of a new business building on the front part of the jail lot. 

- The closing out sale of clothing by J. M. Curnutt & Co. is the 

best opportunity for bargains every offered in Ava. 

- The Boiling Springs school district of Buchanan township is 

making arrangements to erect a new frame school house 

during the summer. 

- B. F. Tallman has sold his new storehouse on north side of 

the square to Curnutt & Elmore who will put in a first class 

stock of groceries. 

- A. F. Elmore has purchased the Tallman residence in Ava 

and will take possession at once.  Mr. Elmore is an 

enterprising business man and an addition to our town of the 

right kind. 

- The famous brand of flour, manufactured by Lyon & 

Richards, of Rome, Mo. Can now be obtained from W. J. 

Turner‟s N. W. Corner of square. 

- The Closing Exercises of the Ava Normal will be held at the 

court house on Friday, June 5th 1891, in the afternoon and 

evening.  Quite an extensive program of the exercises has 

been arranged of which the following is a copy. 

- The Hopper Furniture Co. of Mansfield, have placed a full 

line of undertaking goods for sale at Ava, in charge of J. A. 

Payne; who will furnish anything needed in the line at short 

notice and reasonable prices. 

- The G. A. R. Hall has been sold under a mortgage in favor of 

E. D. Pennington.  Cal Wilson, J. B. Martin, J. A. Spurlock, 

J. C. Carson, and J. R. Bulger were the purchasers at the sale. 

- The jewelry establishment of J. A. Spurlock on north side of 

the square has been neatly furnished and he has in stock a 

full line of elegant and cheap jewelry. 

- Marriage Licenses. 

Stanford Privitt ............ Martha S. Yandle 

E. W. McDaniel ........... Ida James 

Levi T. W. Williams .... Emma Glover 

Wm. H. Sexton ............ Rutha M. Ince 

 

June 11, 1891 (Vol. V, No. 15) 
- No insects on Ava, sure going to have a Circus next Monday, 

15th. 

- Curnutt & Elmore have moved their stock of groceries from 

the old stand of Curnutt Bro‟s to their new building on the 

north side of the square. 

- Capt. E. D. Pennington is having a new coat of paint put on 

his storehouse on the South side of the square. 

- Sieber & Co‟s. Mammoth aggregation, Educational 

Exhibitions and Caravan of Wild Animals, will visit Ava, on 

June 15th and give two of their performances; afternoon and 

evening.  This will be a great event for Ava, for this is one of 

the largest shows on the road this season and gives universal 

satisfaction.  The performance is strictly moral, amusing and 

educational.  The parade is said to be extremely elegant 

consisting of Elephants, Camels, Dromedaries, Open Dens of 

Wild Animals and a brilliant cortege of thoroughbred Horses, 

Ladies, and Gentlemen elegantly costumed on prancing 

horses and etc. 

- There will be held a grand fourth of July Celebration at J. S. 

Sebree‟s Grove, on the Springfield road, three miles south of 

Arden and four miles north of Roy. 

- The school meeting held at Ava on the 6th inst. for the 

purpose of selecting a new site for the new school house 

resulted in the selection of the Lyons lot by a vote of 62 to 6.   

- The many friends of Capt. Pennington will be pleased to hear 

that he has again opened out a fine line of fresh groceries at 

the old stand on the south side of the square. 

- Adv.--Ava Drug Store, A. Davis, M.D. Proprietor, First door 

north of post office, Ava. 

- Adv.--Seiber & Co‟s Mammoth Aggregation. 

 

June 18, 1891 (Vol. V, No. 16) 
- Ava has a new grocery store on the East side of the square 

kept by the Bulger Bros. 

- Everyone was well pleased with the Seiber & Co. Circus 

performance on Monday. 

- Leonard Turner has the frame of his new residence up and it 

will be pushed to early completion.  John Fry is the 

contractor. 

- Tiger is erecting a new house east of his present residence.  It 

is presumed that his tail will soon be wagging again, and the 

whisky flowing from the box.  Drop in ten cents and get one 

half pint sweetened alcohol. 

- The famous brand of flour manufactured by Lyon & 
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Richards, of Rome Mo., can now be obtained at W.J. 

Turner‟s NW corner of the square. 

- Curnutt & Elmore are well pleased with their new location 

on north side of the square. 

- H.M. Miller is putting a new set of scales in front of the 

drugstore on West side of Court house square which will be 

useful if not ornamental. 

 

June 27, 1891 (Vol. V, No. 17) 

- (Issue missing from microfilm) 

 

July 2, 1891 (Vol. V, No. 18) 

- The W.C.T.U. of Ava gave an entertainment on Sunday 

evening at the school house. 

- A new porch awning has been placed in front of the Bank, 

Curnutt & Elmore‟s Grocery and the Herald building, on the 

north side of the square. 

- Dr. J. H. Murray, a recent arrival from Kansas, is expecting 

to locate here, and if a suitable location can be obtained will 

start a new drug store. 

- Messrs. Davenport & Henson have removed the old building 

on the Southeast corner of the square and will at once erect a 

new two story building.  Messrs. Harrison & King have the 

contract for the building and its rapid completion is assured. 

- Adv.--Bank of Ava, J. M. Adams, President. 

- Adv.--J. A. G. Reynolds & Son‟s (Old Stand) 

- Adv.--A. B. Head, Attorney, Ava 

F. E. Adams, Attorney, Ava 

M. H. Osborne, M.D., Roy 

J. K. Bulger, Ava 

Dr. W.R. Harper, Physician & Surgeon, Ava 

Bradleyville Normal School 

Jas. Small, M.D., Physician & Surgeon, Smallett 

Singleton House, Martin Singleton, Prop., Ava 

B.F. Tallman, Contractor & Builder, Ava 

L. O. Hailey, real estate and abstractor, Ava 

- Adv.--Curnutt & Elmore, Groceries, Hardware & Tinware, 

new store on north side of square, Ava. 

- Adv.--Harrison & King, Contractors & Builders, Shop & 

Lumber Yards on South West corner of the square, Ava. 

- Adv--E.D. Pennington & Co., Staple & Fancy Groceries, 

E.D. Pennington & Andy P. Miller, South side of square, 

Ava. 

- J. H. Poyner of Walls township was in town on Friday and 

reports that the missing butcher of Whites Creek 

neighborhood is expected to return, that fresh beef will 

probably be plenty in that neighborhood. 

 

July 9, 1891 (Vol. V, No. 19) 
- Goldman of the firm of Goldman & Holeman from Vera 

Cruz, MO was in town Monday looking after a contract to 

supply the lumber for the new school house. 

- The contract for Ava‟s new schoolhouse has been let to S. S. 

Kirkham of Springfield who will commence on the building 

at once. 

- The barbershop, saloon, and billiard hall on the SE corner of 

the square have all been removed and the lot is now ready for 

the new building of Davenport and Henson. 

- B. F. Tallman and family expect to leave Ava this week for 

Michigan.  Mr. Tallman has been a resident of Ava for about 

three years and will be missed from the business and social 

circles of our town. 

- The business in Ava, is rapidly increasing, a careful estimate 

of the business done for the last six months, shows an 

average of about $14,000 per month.  A little more judicious 

advertising and business enterprise and the volume of 

business can be doubled. 

- The Herald office is now in the new building on the North 

side of the square. 

 

July 16, 1891 (Vol. V, No. 20) 
- Dr. A. Davis has removed his office to the Miller building on 

the west side of the square. 

- The foundation is nearly ready for the new Henson & 

Davenport building on the SE corner of the square. 

- J. K. Foote has taken the contract to plaster the new church 

and will soon have it ready for occupation. 

- M. C. Reynolds has recently purchased an elegant piano 

from W. E. Kendall of Lebanon, MO. 

- The building material for Ava‟s new schoolhouse is being 

delivered at the lot and the new building will soon be on the 

way. 

- Dr. Murray has purchased the Tallman property on the South 

side of the square and will erect a new business house to be 

used as a drugstore. 

- Robert Wilson was arrested by Deputy Sheriff J. H. E. 

Osborn on Thursday on a charge of displaying a pistol in a 

rude and angry manner in the presence of ladies. 

- Attention is called to the ad of W. F. Hargrove, which 

appears in another column.  Mr. Hargrove is always on hand 

for a job of blacksmithing or wagon work, and guarantees his 

work to be satisfactory. 

- Marriage Licenses: 

 

A. E. King, Ava 

Nellie Mackenzie, St. Louis 

 

Hugh Swearingin, Ava 

Sarah M. Hall, Ava 
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J. H. Elliott, Vera Cruz 

Catherine Wilson, Vera Cruz 

 

Thomas C. Sherrell, Falling Spring 

Clementine Hammons, Falling Spring 

 

Wm. J. Furguson, Buckhart 

Polly Lively, Buckhart 

 

Jno. Q. Turner, Silverton 

Lilly Shipley, Silverton 

- Died, July 11, 1891, Hallie Mable, only child of Roscoe and 

Kate Conklin, aged 17 months and 16 days. 

 

July 23, 1891 (Vol. V, No. 21) 
- H.M. Miller is receiving building material for a new business 

house on the west side of the square. 

- Mrs. Hard who recently purchased the Denny farm south of 

Ava, is having a new dwelling house erected on the place. 

- The ladies of Ava will give a box supper at the school house 

on Friday evening next.  The proceeds will be donated for the 

services of an instructor for the Ava brass band. 

- Marriage Licenses: 

Jacob S. Kaskil............ Carry Hammonds 

Jesse Huffman ............. Sarah J. Goforth 

Thos. Riley .................. Mary A. Burden 

John W. Ecton ............. Mary J. Cunningham 

 

July 30, 1891 (Vol. V, No. 22) 
- Dr. Murray has moved the Tallman building to the front of 

his lot, on South side of public square, and will put in a new 

front and fit the building for a drugstore. 

- Marion Headrick, of Jackson township, was in town last 

week and made application for final proof on his homestead, 

before Judge Spurlock.. 

- Mr. J. W. Brown, from Cedar Gap, called at the Herald office 

on Thursday. 

- The box supper given for benefit of the Ava brass band, on 

Friday evening, was quite successful, also enjoyable.  There 

was a goodly number present and the net proceeds, after 

paying all expenses, was $36.00. 

 

August 6, 1891 (Vol. V, No. 23) 
- H. M. Miller has commenced laying the foundation for this 

new business house, on West side of the square. 

- Died--On Friday, July 31st, 1891.  Aron Fletcher, of Benton 

township, after an illness of one week‟s duration. 

- W. M. Campbell, of Richland township, has recently secured 

the allowance of a pension and remembers the Herald with a 

remittance of $2.00 to settle the old score and pay for a year 

in advance. 

- J. P. Heltinstine and Albin Perkins have the contract for 

erecting a school house near Tom Livingston‟s on Fox creek 

in Douglas County.  The size will be 24x32 ft. with 14 ft. 

posts and will be a valuable addition to the school facilities 

of that prosperous settlement. 

- The Ava Cemetery, north of town, is in great need of 

improvement and several parties interested, propose to have 

the necessary work done Saturday, August 12th.  All who are 

interested in the improvements are especially requested to be 

on the grounds early.  R. R. Ritter, Chairman. 

- O. H. Gentry, of Findley township, was in our city on 

Tuesday. 

- The Fowler Family appeared at the G.A.R. Hall on Tuesday 

evening and gave the people of Ava a genuine musical treat.  

The performance of the little girls, Lila and Ola, considering 

their age was really remarkable, the entertainment as a whole 

was one well worthy of a liberal patronage.   

- Squires: Miss Martha Surguine has been employed to teach 

the school at the Robertson district. 

 

August 13, 1891 (Vol. V, No. 24) 
- Messrs. Harrison & King are rapidly completing the new 

Davenport building on south side of square. 

- Thomas G. Brown, of Findley township was in Ava, 

Wednesday securing a traveling outfit.  He expects to visit 

friends in Oklahoma territory within a week or two. 

- Watermelons are beginning to appear in Ava‟s markets in 

such quantities, as to cause the “never sweats” and small 

boys much joy. 

- G. W. Bowdry is receiving the lumber for a new dwelling 

house on the South half of his lots near the church and 

expects to build a substantial dwelling at once. 

- The Herald office furnished the posters for a Big Picnic at 

Bryant, to be held on Saturday, the 22nd Inst. near H. H. 

Baine‟s store. 

- The frame of the new School house is nearly complete.  The 

contractor, Mr. S. S. Kirkham is a thoroughly competent 

mechanic, and seems to be doing a good honest work on the 

job. 

- Dr. A. Davis has purchased an acre of ground from Irving 

King on North side of town and is having a well drilled.  He 

expects to erect a dwelling house on the lot for occupation 

this Fall. 

- Ava has good prospects for two livery stables.  Mart 

Singleton has purchased several new rigs and will erect a 

new stable this fall.  James Martin has purchased a lot from 

James Hailey on the East part of town and will commence 

erecting a livery stable 36 by 60 feet at once. 

- Marriage licenses: 
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W. H. Bass, Buckhart 

Winnie Chaney, Buckhart 

 

Isiah S. Merett, Bryant 

Mary Newman, Bryant 

 

Marion Wood, Vera Cruz 

Paerigada Rippee, Vera Cruz 

H. T. James, Buckhart 

Clary E. Massey, Buckhart 

 

Leonard Baldwin, Florilla 

Lizzie J. Freeman, Florilla 

 

Robert Smith, Falling Springs 

Rosa Davis, Falling Springs 

 

W. B. Workman, Squires 

Martha Eddings, Squires 

 

Morgan Riley, Idumea 

Margaret L. Coats, Idumea 

 

August 20, 1891 (Vol. V, No. 25) 
- Born to the wife of Whit. King a 12 lb girl, on Tuesday the 

18th, inst. 

- James Martin has contracted for his livery stable and 

contractor Henry Haughy has secured the job. 

- There will be a grand Picnic and Barbecue at Johnson‟s 

Store, on Saturday of this week. 

- Moses W. Kelton of Springfield, MO was in Ava on 

Wednesday.  Mr. Kelton is looking out a location for a 

banking and merchandising business. 

- Dr. J. H. Murray has completed his new drugstore on South 

side of square and has a nicely arranged establishment 

including a neat office room.  He has secured the J. H. Payne 

property located in south part of town as a residence. 

- We received a communication from Henry S. Wilson this 

week requesting that the Herald be forwarded to him at 

Winona, MO.  He informs us that he has secured the public 

school at Winona at a salary of $60 per month. 

- Marion Lumpkins has purchased a part of the West half of 

the Tallman lot, on South side of public square and is 

erecting a barber shop. 

- Died--at Memphis, Texas, Eugene de Baurnefiend.  Mr. 

Baurnefiend was formerly a resident of Ava, Mo. and editor 

of the Douglas County Herald. 

- Dr. J. H. Murray has completed his new drugstore on South 

side of square and has a nicely arranged establishment, 

including a neat office room.  He has secured the J. H. Payne 

property, located in the south part of town, as a residence, at 

which place he can be found by any who need a physician‟s 

services after usual business hours. 

- Robert Tautenhahn, of Jackson township, was in our city on 

Tuesday and made arrangements fro his final proof on 

Homestead. 

- Marriage licenses: 

 

Peter Hendrickson, Cold Springs 

Ellen Hammonds, Cold Springs 

 

Jas. C. King, Ava 

Minerva Conklin, Ava 

 

Thos. Mitchell, Willow Springs 

Esscuia Davis, Willow Springs 

 

August 27, 1891 (Vol. V, No. 26) 
- The work on the new school house is progressing nicely. 

- The Methodist and General Baptists are holding a protracted 

meeting at the new church in Ava this week. 

- Buckhart.  Health generally good.  Farmers Alliance held a 

picnic at Bulan school house recently, there was not a very 

large crowd in attendance.  Died--Wm. D. Sprague, of this 

township, age 90 years. 

- Dr. J. T. Hailey is having the foundation laid for a new 

dwelling house. 

- J. A. G. Reynolds left Ava for Quincy, IL on Thursday where 

he expects to attend Gem City Business College for a six 

month term.  Jiz leaves many friends here to wish him good 

luck. 

- The Ava normal commenced its Fall term on Monday the 

31st with 90 pupils in attendance.  The new school house not 

being completed, the first term will be held in the old house. 

- Marriage licenses: 

 

Jas. Adams, Rome 

China A. Haynes, Rome 

 

Louis Keller, Buckhart 

Francis Derry, Buckhart 

 

Solomon Bragg, Beaver 

Lucinda Williamson, Beaver 

 

September 3, 1891 (Vol. V, No. 27) 
- The Buckhart School house will soon be completed and 

school will commence on Sept. 7th.  Mas. T. E. Lloyd will 

take charge of the school. 

- Esquire R. A. Wheeler received his first pension check on 
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Monday.  He has been allowed a pension of $6.00 per month. 

- Marriage licenses: 

 

W. P. Riley, Buckhart 

Emma Greene, Buckhart 

 

Geo. R. Vanzant, Buckhart 

_elly A. Riley, Buckhart 

 

Charley Ballew, Roy 

Bec. J. McIntyre, Roy 

 

Jas. W. Smith, Phlegton 

M. Wilson, Phlegton 

 

September 10, 1891 (Vol. V, No. 28) 
- Mr. Charles Harrison has purchased the Davenport property 

on South side of town. 

- The firm of Harrison & King, contractors and builders, have 

dissolved partnership. 

- Ava is having an extensive religious revival.  Revs. J. B. 

Pilant, R. F. Young, and R. A. Anderson, have been 

conducting a protracted meeting at the new Baptist church 

for the past two weeks, with good results.  There have been 

between thirty and forty converted and there are many yet 

seeking for the right. 

- Dr. Murray has renewed his stock of goods at his Drug store 

on South side of square and is ready for business. 

- Chas. Smith and Alex. Wilson, of Boone township, caught 

two very large pelicans last week in a corn field near Vera 

Cruz, Mo.  The birds measured a little over 8 feet across the 

wings from tip to tip.  They are a rare bird in this country and 

are exciting considerable curiosity in the neighborhood 

where they were captured. 

- Died--Blackburn Jenkins, of Buchanan township, on 

Monday, Aug. 31st. 

- Died--Will Klineline, of Findley township, aged 21 years, on 

Saturday, Sept. 5th, 1891. 

- Marriage licenses: 

 

Ferman Means,  .............. Flotilla 

Rosey Rackley,  .............. Flotilla 

 

Tandy T. Tooley,  ........... Buckhart 

Nora L. Knight,  ............. Buckhart 

 

Joseph Lee,  .................... Dogwood 

Almeda Prewitt,  ............. Dogwood 

 

 

Edward Willaby,  ............ Johns Mill 

Martha Morgan,  ............. Johns Mill 

 

S. A. Alltus,  ................... Mansfield 

Cora J. Bunch,  ............... Mansfield 

 

Chas. Dunn,  ................... Richville 

Mary J. Jackson,  ............ Richville 

 

September 17, 1891 (Vol. V, No. 29) 
- Work on the new school house is progressing nicely. 

- The new Billiard Hall is open for business with Charley 

Bulger in charge. 

- James Martin‟s new livery stable is about completed and it a 

commodious and well arranged structure. 

- Miss Belle Reynolds is working in L. O. Hailey‟s abstract 

office and makes quite a respectable looking abstractor. 

- Andy Miller has bought a lot in Clark‟s addition to the city, 

and is having a well drilled, preparatory to erecting a 

substantial residence thereon. 

- Marriage licenses: 

 

Clark Bacus .................... Cold Springs 

Sarah Stow ...................... Cold Springs 

 

Wm. R. Beasley .............. Falling Springs 

Maggie L. Bowden ......... Falling Springs 

 

William Betson ............... Bryant 

Emma Schoblin .............. Bryant 

 

Henry R. Kelley .............. Silverton 

Violet Shelton ................. Silverton 

 

Sam M. Stevens .............. Ava  

Mary M. Biggs ............... Ava 

 

Wm.  Bradshaw .............. Ava 

Sallie Andrews ............... Ava 

 

Arden Humbird ............... Mansfield 

Margret Scott .................. Mansfield 

 

Alfred Downan ............... Ottomer 

Martha J. Robbins ........... Ottomer 

 

September 24, 1891 (Vol. V, No. 30) 
- Dr. J. T. Hailey has completed the foundation for his new 

dwelling house and has the lumber on the lot ready for the 

carpenters. 
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- Jeff J. Bell has taken the contract to erect the new business 

house for H. M. Miller on west side of square and 

commenced work on the building this week. 

- Ava‟s Brass Band is diligently at work under its new 

instructor.  The boys should be complimented on the fine 

progress they are making.  At the present rate of 

improvement, the band will soon be a credit to our little city. 

 

October 1, 1891 (Vol. V, No. 31) 
- Adv.: Dr. D. E. Morrow, Dentist, Office South side of square 

over Beekart‟s Jewelry Store. 

- Lincoln Township.  Peach drying is about over in this 

section.  The farmers are busy saving fodder and sowing 

wheat.  The Johns mill Post office has been moved to Wm. 

Spencer‟s place in Douglas county, and Mrs. Wm. Spencer 

has been appointed P. M.   

- Divorce cases are as numerous as usual and most of the 

applicants for separation are successful. 

- Marriage licenses: 

 

John C. Brixey ................ Ava 

Martha Twitty ................. Ava 

 

Wm. M. Cole .................. Ava 

Roena Upchurch ............. Ava 

 

Geo Rackley ................... Florilla 

Mary Hall ....................... Florilla 

 

John H. Robinson  .......... Florilla 

Hattie B. Beeds ............... Florilla 

 

John A. Upchurch ........... Ava 

Millie Singleton .............. Ava 

 

Peter Leroy ..................... Rockbridge 

Mary L. Matlock ............ Rockbridge 

 

- S. P. Davidson, of Hoxie, Kansas, was in Ava on Tuesday.  

He has purchased the Howard farm 1 2 miles North of Arno, 

and expects to move to Douglas county this Fall. 

 

October 8, 1891 (Vol. V, No. 32) 
- Squires--Married Mr. Tom Porter to Miss Mary E. Wilson 

Sunday, Oct. 4th.  The wedding supper was taken at Father 

Porters, where a number of friends had been invited to 

partake of the bountiful repast and to wish the bridge and 

groom much joy.  Many servicable and pretty presents were 

presented to Tom and his bride, among which were a set of 

silver spoons, from Mr. J. Squires, a beautiful glass set from 

Mrs. Squires.  From Mrs. S. B. Hard a handsome lamp, and 

others too numerous to mention. 

- There was a serious cutting affray at the Givens school house 

in Washington township, on Thursday night the 1st inst.  

Ebe. Lakey, Isaac Garrison, and Jasper Garrison got into a 

difficulty with Owen Davis, Rans Daily, and E. Blakey, 

during the holding of a Literary society meeting at the school 

house, and the last three parties named were seriously cut 

with a knife.  Lakey and the two Garrisons have been 

arrested on a charge of felonious assault. 

- On Friday, the 2nd inst., a lodge of the order of Knights of 

Reciprocity was organized, at the G.A.R. Hall at Ava, with 

22 charter members.  The organizer paid Lecturer for the 

State of Missouri, C. B. Adams, Esq. Of Barton county, 

initiating the charter members into the secret work of the 

order and installed the following officers, J. M. Curnutt, 

Chief Justice; F. E. Adams, Secretary; J. A. Payne, Marshal; 

J. J. Bell, Inner Bailiff; and Frank Curnutt, Outer Bailiff.  

Order of the Knights of Reciprocity originated in Kansas, 

and is rapidly spreading Eastward. 

- Henry Miller, Jr. has purchased a lot on the north side of 

town and will erect a new dwelling house during the Fall. 

- Prof. T. W. Davis was in town on Saturday.  He reports his 

Pilot Knob school as progressing finely, with 60 students in 

attendance. 

 

- Marriage licenses: 

 

E. D. Beldey ................... Vera Cruz 

Rossie Hayes .................. Vera Cruz 

 

Jas. Bunch ....................... Richville 

Josephine Collins ............ Richville 

 

Thos. R. Porter ................ Squires 

Mary B. Wilson .............. Roy 

 

- For “Rose-Leaf” finest chewing tobacco and the finest cigars 

in town go to the Jewelry Store.  Clocks, watches, and all 

kinds of jewelry.  North side square, Ava. MO. 

- The third quarterly meeting of the Ava Circuit of the M.E. 

Church will be held Oct. 11 and 12.  Elder O. B. Jones will 

be present.  Signed, Rev. R.A. Anderson. 

 

October 15, 1891 (Vol. V, No. 33) 
- Died--In Spring creek township, son of Wiley and Ceiley 

Lewis, of Spinal Meningitis, aged 14 months. 

- Marriage licenses: 
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William Tompkins .......... Ava 

Rachel Wheeler .............. Ava 

 

John Eberhardt................ Ava 

Ino Bunnell ..................... Ava 

 

- Buckhart.  Dan. Tetric is doing a good business 

merchandising.  Mrs. Upshaw, of the Fox creek 

neighborhood, killed a deer with a hoe last week. 

- Silverton.  The Methodist are holding a protracted meeting at 

the Mount Hebron church house, on Rippee Creek, M. 

Brown and W. H. Isham are the ministers in charge. 

- Dogwood.  The writing school at Dogwood school house is 

progressing finely under the instruction of Austin Davis from 

Henderson. 

- Lincoln township.  Cannon Dalton, of Webster county, is 

having a store house erected near the head of Martin‟s 

branch, and as soon as completed he intends to stock up with 

general merchandise.  The Cave Springs‟ Singing School is 

improving and increasing all the while, the enrollment is now 

twenty-seven.  School began at Dogwood last Monday with 

Miss Sadie Stevenson as teacher. 

- Died--The infant son of J. H. and Laura A. Payne, on Oct. 

8th, 1891, at Wichita, Kansas. 

 

October 22, 1891 (Vol. V, No. 34) 
- Jeff. Bell has started a lumber yard on the East side of town. 

- J. H. Poyner, of Walls township, has removed to Ohio with 

his family. 

- H. M. Miller has purchased the Davenport building and the 

saloon. 

- Jno. Isabel, of Rome, brought a load of fresh fish to the Ava 

market on Monday. 

- Ava has seven new buildings in process of construction 

consisting of five new dwelling houses and one school house 

and one business house.  Numerous other improvements are 

being put under way, among which is a new hotel building 

by Mr. Kirkham, the school-house contractor. 

- Richville. Ilam Cunningham was married last Sunday to a 

lady in Siloam Springs. 

 

October 29, 1891 (Vol. V, No. 35) 
- Marion Silvey is building a new stable on his lot. 

- Prosecuting Atty. Reed has nearly completed his new house 

on his farm west of town. 

- Chas. Meeker of Ozark County has purchased a plot of 

ground from W. J. Turner, in the north end of town and will 

shortly open up a first class blacksmith shop. 

- On the 22nd inst., there was a serious cutting affray at the 

residence of G. W. Johnson, of Spring Creek township.  

There was a dance in progress at the Johnson‟s place, and 

several of the boys got too much fighting whiskey, and 

trouble was the result.  G. W. Johnson and Tom Jones got 

into an altercation and Jones seriously cut Johnson with his 

knife, Jones has been arrested and is being held to await the 

results of Johnson‟s wounds. 

- Marriage licenses: 

 

J. L. Bearce ..................... Norwood 

Adda Elder ...................... Norwood 

 

Frank Alsup .................... Buckhart 

Mary E. Furguson ........... Buckhart 

 

Lewis E. McCarkey ........ Ava 

Nellie M. Tompkins........ Ava 

 

Wm. L. Haynes ............... Arden 

Mary J. Butler ................. Arden 

 

- Dr. J. H. Murray reports to the Herald the following list of 

births during the last three weeks. 

Born to the wife of Andy Pennington, on Oct. 27th, a boy 

weight 12 lbs. 

Born to the wife of Grant Eslick on Oct. 22nd, a boy weight 

11 2 lbs. 

Born to the wife of Prof. J. S. Mercer on Oct. 20th, a boy 

weight 10 2 lbs. 

Born to the wife of Andy Breedlove, a boy weight 10 2 lbs. 

The newcomers average a little over 11 lbs each and all 

doing well. 

 

November 5, 1891 (Vol. V, No. 36) 

- D. B. Adams of Roy was in Ava on Wednesday. 

- The town of Ava, was disincorporated and reincorporated on 

Tuesday by the County Court. 

- Several wagon loads of New comers passed through Ava 

during the present week, on their way to locate in different 

parts of the county.  There is still room for more.  No better 

chance for investment in farming lands can be found in the 

Southwest than is offered in Douglas county. 

- I am in position to place 25 good loans on real estate of not 

less than 80 acres in sums of $200 and upwards.  Terms 

made known on application.  First applications will receive 

first attention.  L. O. Hailey, Ava, Mo. 

- For sale, a pair of 3 year old work mules.  Harness and 

wagon will sell at a bargain, inquire at Herald office. 

- G. W. Johnson of Spring Creek township is not expected to 

recover from the wounds received in the cutting affray 

reported in our last issue. 
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- S. W. Republican.  A Father Shoots His Son in Self-Defense.  

On last Monday, 18 miles north of this place, Sol Johnson 

and his son, John engaged in a quarrel, in which young 

Johnson commenced pelting his father with stones and 

swearing that he would kill him.  Mr. Johnson started to walk 

away but young Johnson followed him until his father saw 

that it was either kill or be killed when he drew a pistol from 

his pocket and fired four shots at his son, the first one 

missing; the next two striking a bottle in his coat pocket and 

glanced making but slight wounds; the fourth and last shot 

struck above the right hip; entered the hollow and lodged; we 

have not learned where.  He is reported fatally wounded.  

After the shooting, Mr. Johnson came to town for protection, 

being afraid of his other son.  It seems that the young 

Johnsons wanted to run their father off to get his property. 

 

November 12, 1891 (Vol. V, No. 37) 
- Wanted 20 cords of wood, 4 feet in length.  Will pay $1.00 

per cord cash on delivery at Herald office north side of 

square. 

- The 30-acre tract of land lying south of town, known as the 

Potter land, was sold at partition sale by the Sheriff on 

Tuesday, and brought something over $1,100. 

 

November 19, 1891 (Vol. V, No. 38) 
- The building east of the Post office was moved to the J. T. 

Hailey residence property on Wednesday. 

- C. W. Wood, who has been in charge of the cases in The 

Herald office for the last six months, has returned to 

Washington township, where he expects to engage in the 

mercantile business.  He takes with him our best wishes for 

his success. 

- On Thursday evening the newcomer from northern Iowa, 

who has recently purchased the John Frye place on Spring 

Creek, passed through town with his outfit, consisting of 

eight well loaded wagons on his way to take possession of 

his new home. 

- Ad: J. M. Curnutt and Co. Ava, Boots and shoes, Hats, Caps, 

and Gloves. 

 

November 26, 1891 (Vol. V, No. 39) 
- Box supper at the court house Saturday night for the benefit 

of the Ava cornet band. 

- The Ava Brass Band will give an entertainment Christmas. 

- G. W. Johnson, of Spring Creek, who was dangerously cut 

some weeks ago is now reported out of danger and is rapidly 

recovering. 

- The Ava normal school is now comfortably located in its 

new house, which is a credit to the district. 

- Ava‟s new city ordinances were adopted Tuesday and were 

ordered printed and posted at once.  We suspect that the city 

dads are anxious to start the new marshal on a tiger hunt. 

- A well-attended meeting of the Masonic order was held at 

their hall on Saturday night. 

- The Douglas County Teachers Association will meet in 

convention Friday and Saturday of this week, and the Ava 

Brass Band has been engaged to furnish music for the 

occasion. 

- Our new town marshal, Lindzy, took charge of his office this 

week, and the boys will now have to sober up and behave 

themselves or visit the court of Mayor Miller and take 

lodging in the cooler. 

- Marriage licenses: 

 

Eli F. Romine ................. Mt. Grove 

Mary E. Dugger .............. Mt. Grove 

 

Isaac N. Harrison ............ Arden 

Annie Smith .................... Arden 

 

John S. Addis .................. Ava 

Miranda Kelton ............... Ava 

 

Wm. W. Buchanan ......... Bryant 

Deborah Wallace ............ Bryant 

 

December 3, 1891 (Vol. V, No. 40) 
- Ordinances of the Incorporated Village of Ava, Adopted 

November 24, 1891.  (Ordinances I thru XI published in the 

paper). 

- Prof. Jasper Kinder, the blind musician, is visiting Ava. 

- Henderson Elliott, of Boone township, was in our city on 

Saturday. 

- Everyone who intends to visit Ava should carefully examine 

the village ordinances which appear on the second page of 

this issue. 

- The Ava Normal School is becoming one of Douglas 

County‟s solid institutions.  The school was established by 

Prof. J. S. Mercer nearly three years ago and has been a 

success from the start. 

- Mr. Clark is erecting a fine dwelling house in the west part of 

town. 

- G. W. Bowdry has nearly completed his new dwelling house 

on the south side of his lots. 

- The Ava Cornet Band were highly complimented for their 

performance at the teachers‟ association on Friday. 

- Prof. Glass, the photographer, has pitched his tent on the 

court house square and expects to remain with us this winter. 

- Mart Singleton has the frame of his new livery stable nearly 

up, and when it is completed he will have ample 
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accommodations for his rapidly increasing custom. 

- The band gave a neck-tie social Saturday night which proved 

a success financially as well as socially.  The proceeds of the 

entertainment amounted to something over $45. 

- T. J. Davis, who sold his farm and left Douglas county about 

a year ago, recently returned and is wanting to buy a farm 

near Ava.  He says Douglas county is good enough for him. 

- Ad: W. J. Turner, Ava. 

 

December 10, 1891 (Vol. V, No. 40) 
- Ordinances of the Incorporated Village of Ava Adopted 

November 24, 1891 (Ordinances 12 and 13 published in the 

paper). 

- Douglas County Normal School was established nearly three 

years ago by Prof. J. S. Mercer, who is a graduate of the 

State Normal, at Kirksville, Mo.  Prof. Mercer having 

graduated with honors in the above named school, was not 

yet content with his store of knowledge, and therefore 

entered the State University, at Columbia, Mo.  After 

spending some  time in this institution, he attended the 

Wesleyan University in Mt. Pleasant, Iowa, at which place he 

took a thorough course in German.  Since that time he has 

been a close student, and an active teacher.  Prof. Mercer is 

not only an excellent scholar, but one among the best 

educators in the State of Missouri.  The Douglas county 

Normal had increased during its first year‟s work to such an 

extent that I was called to Prof. Mercer‟s assistance where I 

have been laboring faithfully as Assistant and Business 

Manager. 

During the second year‟s work the growth of the school 

was so enormously great that the citizens, seeing that their 

old building was insufficient to meet the accommodations of 

such a school, have erected a building, which shows very 

creditably the amount of energy and thrift that Ava 

possesses. 

The new building, which we are now occupying, has a 

seating capacity of 300 students.  Nor is this all that has been 

added to the school.  Prof. Mercer and myself, being unable 

to do the amount of work which the school daily demanded, 

have employed Prof. W. S. Platt, who is a graduate of the 

Kansas Normal School and Business Institute, at Paola, 

Kansas. 

Prof. Platt, has had an experience of ten years in actual 

teaching, and also five years experience as an Instructor in 

county Normal Teaching Institutes.  He is therefore 

thoroughly posted in regard to the needs of the teachers and 

is eminently qualified for the work in which he is now 

engaged. 

Young men and women who are desirous of qualifying 

themselves for the various professions of life are earnestly 

requested to visit our school, get acquainted with our 

methods of teaching, and enjoy the hospitality of our 

citizens, then if you do not conclude that you can get better 

instructions and lodgings for less money than you can in any 

other school of equal excellence in Southwest Missouri, we 

will not insist on you remaining with you. 

Thanking our many friends for their past favors and hearty 

cooperation we most respectfully solicit a continuance of the 

same.  Fraternally yours, Thos. A. Kay. 

- Died--William Doy, of Findley township, on Sunday, the 6th 

inst. At the residence of Jacob Huffman, Aged 87 years. 

- There are several ABlind Tigers@ about town, which defy 

the law and profit by its violation. 

- The terrible railroad accident on the railroad near West 

Plains did not prevent the arrival of J. A. Spurlock‟s elegant 

new stock of jewelry and Christmas goods. 

- Photos! Photos! I am in Ava again with my Photograph 

Gallery and parties wishing work done should give me an 

early call.  Satisfaction guaranteed.  T. E. Glass, 

Photographer. 

- At last Monday‟s meeting of the city council, J. J. Bell was 

appointed city collector and W. F. Reynolds, City Treasurer. 

- The dwelling house of W. S. Frye, situated 7 miles southwest 

of Springfield, was destroyed by fire last Thursday night.  

The occupants of the house, with the exception of Miss 

Minola Payne, a niece of Mr. Frye, escaped.  The charred 

remains of the young lady were recovered from the ruins of 

the burned house, and an inquest was held by Coroner 

Lohinger, and the jury found that the deceased came to death 

accidentally.  The cause of the fire is unknown but is 

supposed to have resulted from the carelessness of the young 

lady as the fire originated in her room. 

- Miss Milla Harper, who is teaching the Pleasant Ridge 

school in Cass township, met with quite a serious accident 

recently.  She was returning home from a literary meeting 

after dark, in company with a lady friend, lost the road and 

fell off a bluff.  Miss Harper received several painful bruises 

but was not seriously injured. 

- Auction Sale.  There will be a Public Sale on Saturday Dec. 

19th, at the J. Q. Thomas farm, on Rippee Creek in Walls 

township, of a lot of live stock, household goods, farming 

implements, and produce.  Time will be given on all sales 

amounting to over $5.  

 

December 17, 1891 (Vol. V, No. 42) 
- Additional ordinances printed. (Nos. 14 thru 16). 

- The entertainment which is to be given at Ava on Christmas 

night for the benefit of the brass band should receive a 

generous patronage from the residents of Ava and vicinity. 

- The attention of our county court is called to the missing 
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window lights and sashes in the court house.  If there is a 

surplus of funds in the treasury, as claimed by the Farm 

Record, a coat of paint would be a good investment to 

preserve the building from becoming like a wheeler‟s barn. 

- Mart Singleton has completed his livery stable. 

- H. M. Miller has nearly completed his new business house. 

- That blind tiger is selling whiskey without license in spite of 

the new city ordinance to the contrary. 

- The rapid growth of business of the Bank of Ava is good 

evidence of the prosperity of our county. 

- J. A. G. Reynolds and Son are buying all kinds of game and 

paying the highest market price. 

- Closing sale of a three thousand dollar stock of general 

merchandise.  J. M. Curnutt & Co. are going out of business 

and are closing out their entire stock of goods at cost. 

- We are sorry to inform the public that Ava is to lose one of 

her most enterprising firms of merchants, J. M. Curnutt & 

Co. are about to quit business, and are offering a large and 

choice stock of general merchandise at cost.  It is a 

misfortune to Ava, but those who buy the goods will be the 

gainers. 

- Messrs. Denney & Decker are moving their lumber mill to a 

forty-acre tract of timber land about one mile southeast of 

Vera Cruz and will soon be ready for business at that point. 

- Henry Haughy has the honor of being the first occupant of 

the calaboose under the new city government. 

- Christmas entertainment on Friday night December 25th, 

1891 for the benefit of the Ava Band will be given at the 

Court House in Ava. 

- A Missionary Baptist Church--A Missionary Baptist Church 

was organized in this city last Sunday night.  Rev. I. N. 

Anderson of Ozark, Rev. J. H. Bridges, and Editor N. B. 

Hogan of Central Baptist, St. Louis acted as a presbytery.  

We extend a cordial greeting to these people and trust that 

our citizens will extend a helping hand and a kindly word to 

this worthy enterprise. 

- Tom Silvey and Joseph Swearingin of Lincoln township 

were arrested last week, by W. F. Wright, constable of 

Lincoln township, and delivered to Sheriff Klineline, charged 

with disturbing the peace of a family.  It is reported that 

while under the influence of whiskey, they forced their way 

into a neighbor‟s house and with drawn revolvers drove the 

men folks off the place and compelled the woman of the 

house to prepare them a mean of victuals.  As soon as they 

sobered up and realized the scrape they were in, started to 

leave the country but were neatly overtaken by constable 

Wright, at Springfield and brought back. 

 

December 24, 1891 (Vol. V, No. 43) 
- Ad: Band entertainment, Christmas Night at the Court 

House. Comic Play: “Hans Von Smash, the Blundering 

Dutchman.”  Cast: J. Ivy Bradley, J. M. Adams, John F. 

Miller, W. S. Platt, Leota Curnutt, Maude Davis, and Lizzie 

M. Platt.  Also the roaring farce “Marrying a Poetess.”  

Admission.  Reserved seats 35 cts., general admission, 25 

cts., children under 12, 15 cts.  Proceeds for the benefit of the 

Ava Cornet Band. 

- Additional ordinances (No. 17). 

- J.A.G. Reynolds & Sons have a fine line of Christmas toys. 

- Joel Clinkingbeard is buying a car load of mules for the 

southern market. 

- Rev. Anderson, pastor of the Ava M. E. Church preached at 

the Baptist church Sunday night. 

- Arno is to have a Christmas tree. 

- The young folks of Ava will have a free Christmas tree 

Christmas Eve at the G.A.R. Hall. 

- Dr. George Osborn of Smallett is making arrangements for 

the erection of a new dwelling house on his lots in Ava. 

- Mr. and Mrs. Steve Potter have been arrested for selling 

whiskey without a city license.  The city fathers propose to 

open “blind tiger‟s” eyes. 

- There was a horse race on the Adams tracks south of town, 

Saturday.  The race was made by B. I. Singleton and John 

King.  King‟s horse won the race and the stakes. 

- Sheriff Klineline and H. M. Miller, joint proprietors of the 

Ava saloon, are having a coat of paint put on the saloon 

building. 

- There was a small war among the medical fraternity of Ava 

Friday resulting from the use of too much grippe medicine. 

- When you are in town call at the Singleton House and see the 

Peace Maker washer that is being sold by Montgomery, 

Powell, & Vaughn. 

- A Christmas entertainment will be given at the G.A.R. Hall 

in Ava on Dec. 21.  The main feature of the festivities will be 

a grand free Christmas tree. 

- J. A. G. Reynolds returned from Quincy, ILL on Saturday.  

He has been attending the Gem City Business College at that 

place, and came home to spend the holidays. 

- City Marshall Lindsey caught the “Blind Tiger” a napping on 

Monday and secured the necessary evidence to prosecute its 

proprietors for selling intoxicating liquors without license. 

- The Town council met Monday evening at the Court House.  

J. A. Payne was appointed City Collector, filed his bond, and 

was sworn in.  The Town Clerk was ordered to issue as many 

licenses as will be required for the present year. 

- The number of marriage licenses issued since January 1, 

1891, by Circuit Clerk Hartin is 175, and the number of 

divorce cases on file in circuit court is 37, showing a balance 

of 138 satisfactory marriages.  Clerk Hartin says that he 

hopes to make a better showing in „92. 
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- Marriage licenses.  

W. M. Giles & Mary E. Dobbs, Cold Springs 

Lee Lumpkins & Elmirah Hammons, Ava 

A. E. Dean & Sarah E. Campbell, Rome 

W. E. Saunders & Mary A. Morehouse, Ava 

Joseph E. McLane & Ella Hart, Roy 

Creed T. Brixey & Luticia Silvey, Arno 

Chas. Vanwhy & Francis Poignor, Roy 

Simpson C. Burge & Francis A. Hubbard, Bryant 

 

December 31, 1891 (Vol. V, No. 44) 
- Additional Ordinance (No. 18). 

- Messrs. Montgomery, Powell, and Vaughn have taken orders 

for so many Peace Maker washers in this county that they 

have decided to commence the manufacture of their machine 

in Ava. 

- Dr. J. H. Murray was arrested Thursday on a charge of 

selling whiskey in violation of the city ordinance. 

- Dr. Murray, proprietor of the south side drug store was 

before Mayor Miller, Monday, on a charge of selling 

whiskey without license.  His case was dismissed and was 

turned over to Justice Snyder on a charge under the state law. 

- The entertainment given at the court house Christmas night 

for the benefit of the band was a success socially and 

financially. 

- Uncle Tom Brown, of Walls township, met with a serious 

accident last week.  He was riding horseback to church in 

company with his wife.  His horse became frightened and 

threw him resulting in his sustaining such serious injuries 

that he is not expected to recover. 

- Marriage Licenses: Jonathan E. Stout and Sarah J. Hicks, 

Buckhart. 

- There are numerous inquiries being made for dwelling 

houses which could be rented at a moderate price would 

undoubtedly be a paying investment. 

- F. E. Adams, city attorney, tendered his resignation Monday 

night. 

- Business buildings are in demand in Ava. 

- The Christmas Tree at this place was well attended. 

- Henry Wilson spent Christmas in Ava. 

- Prof. Mercer has been suffering with an attack of the grippe. 

- The second term of the Ava Normal commences next 

Monday. 

- J. A. Payne is receiving lumber for a new dwelling house on 

the south end of his residence lots. 

- Jno. T. Davis has purchased the Reed property, west of the 

Singleton Hotel, and will occupy it as a residence. 

- Marriage licenses 

 Jonathan E. Stout & Sarah J. Hicks, Buckhart 

 W. E. Mankin & Columbia J. King, Ava. 

- A Sad Accident.  On Monday morning, Dec. 28, Thos. Hunt 

left his home, two miles southwest of Roy, to visit friends in 

Christian county, and on Sunday morning while running his 

horse, the animal got beyond his control, throwing the poor 

boy from the saddle and falling on him, crushing his body, 

head and face. His folks were notified of the sad news, and 

his older brother started at once, but when he arrived the 

loved brother was under death‟s door, and soon passed away, 

never speaking after the accident.  The remains were taken 

home Monday and were interred in the cemetery two miles 

northwest of Roy, Tuesday.  Thomas Hunt was a promising 

young man of 23 years, has lived near Roy for ten years.  He 

leaves an affectionate father and mother, a brother, and two 

sisters. 

 

January 7, 1892 (Vol. 5, No. 45) 
- The city fathers failed to hold a council meeting on Monday 

night. 

- Marshal Lindsey has made himself a reputation as a “blind 

tiger” hunter, and has about cleared our native jungles of the 

illegal beast. 

- The case of the State vs. A. Davis, for an assault on Dr. 

Harper, was called on Monday before Justice Snyder, and 

was dismissed by Prosecuting Attorney Reed. 

- Dr. J. H. Murray has purchased the stock of drugs in the 

Miller drug store, and proposes to combine it with his present 

stock of drugs, which will give him a full and complete 

assortment. 

- West Plains Journal.  E. H. Farnsworth has moved to Ava, 

Mo. Where he will practice law? 

- E. H. Farnsworth and family arrived here from West Plains 

this week, and have taken possession of the G.A.R. building. 

- The Ava Dramatic Society will give an entertainment at the 

Court House on Friday evening, Jan. 8, for the benefit of the 

Ava Baptist church.  Doors open at 7:30, entertainment will 

commence at 8 o‟clock. 

- Marriage licenses: 

  G. W. Davis & Emma Teal, Little Beaver 

  Wm. Potter & Ada E. Arnold, Ava 

  W. H. Jackson & Eliza J. Bates, Rome 

- Turner‟s Bean Jar.  There was quite an interesting gathering 

at the general merchandise establishment of W. J. Turner on 

New Year‟s day to witness the counting of the contents of 

the jar of beans.  A committee of four was chosen from the 

bystanders, consisting of Circuit Clerk Hartin, R. C. 

Huffman, J. H. Hunt, and H. C. Fry, to count the beans, who, 

after being duly sworn by Judge Spurlock, proceeded to 

make the count.  The contents of the jar numbered 4,631, and 

the following named parties were the nearest guessers and 

won the prizes offered.  A. H. Buchanan registered 4,625 and 
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got the new Springfield wagon; H. T. C. Huffman registered 

4,624, and won the sewing machine; and Francis Hartley got 

the suit of clothes on a guess of 4,639.  Everything was 

conducted with utmost fairness and all the contestants were 

satisfied with the result.  Mr. Turner proposes to repeat his 

guessing contest for the year 1892, and in place of a jar of 

beans the guess will be on the contents of a quart jar filled 

with mixed shot. 

 

January 14, 1892 (Vol. V, No. 46) 

- Dr. Harper anticipates moving to Bryant and opening a 

drugstore. 

- W. F. Hargrove, one of Ava‟s blacksmiths, expects to move 

his shop to Bryant. 

- Died--Mrs. William Kester of Washington township on 

Sunday January 10. 

- J. M. Curnutt & Co. Have closed out their general 

merchandise stock to J. A. G. Reynolds & Son. 

- Andy Pennington has purchased the old Miller mill property 

at Bryant where he expects to move his family shortly. 

- Died--Sarah A. Spurlock, widow of John A. Spurlock, aged 

73 years, of Benton township, on Friday, Jan. 8th, of la 

grippe. 

- Esquire Wyatt J. Lowry was in town on Monday and made 

application for final proof on his homestead before Judge 

Spurlock. 

- A. Davis has sold his property in Ava, to Messrs. 

Montgomery, Powell & Vaughn, and if rumor speaks truly 

they will be kept busy paying off the liens against it.  Davis 

expects to move to Kentucky. 

- Marriage licenses. 

  Madison Hall and Amy L. J. Pippins, of Arden 

  Joseph Ellison and Alice Garrison, Arden 

  Terry C. Crain and Martha Huffman, Bryant 

  John W. Bowers and Susan Wright, Dogwood 

  Henry H. Wheeler and Francis R. Ellison, Ava 

  Berry F. Murphy and Sarah M. Stowe, Arden. 

- Items from Shiloh. 

 The Dunkards have at last set in to finish their church 

building.  “Ho for the Dunkards.”  John Robinson is the boss 

carpenter of the vicinity. 

 I have heard once that there was an old Indian came into this 

vicinity, claiming that once a band of his tribe had concealed 

a large amount of money in a cave in these parts.  He had it 

by tradition located in Clay township.  Search every nook in 

your cave, and if you don‟t find the Indian money probably 

you will find some lead or jack. 

 

 

 

January 21, 1892 (Vol. 5, No. 47) 
- From Johns Mill.  D. C. Mayfield a former resident of 

Emmet, Dade County, has located near this place and is 

erecting a blacksmith and wagon shop.  J. K. Dalton has 

erected a business house, and filled the same with a stock of 

general merchandise.  W. F. Wright, Lincoln township, 

popular constable, is merchandising at the old Painter stand, 

at Dogwood. 

- Died--Mrs. Leonard Turner, of Ava on Wednesday Jan. 13, 

1892. 

- William Stout of Walls township proved up on his 

homestead on Saturday. 

- Ava needs a snow plow. 

- Marriage licenses. 

  Chas. E. Bryant and Harriett E. Phillips, Cabool. 

  Ephraim B. Iden and Nettie Page, Vera Cruz. 

  Peter W. Buchanan and Nancy J. Mallonee, Bryant. 

- Rev. Anderson, pastor of the M. E. Church, held services at 

the Baptist church on Sunday. 

- You can examine the Peacemaker washer, by calling at the 

factory, N. W. corner of square. 

- Dr. J. H. Murray has a complete stock of drugs, and proposes 

to supply the trade at lowest cash prices. 

- They All Come Back.  David Highborger, an old resident of 

this county, sold his farm, and it was a good one, too, and 

went down to help open up the Oklahoma country, and to get 

rich.  He is now on the farm adjoining his old place as a 

tenant, but will soon buy another farm in old Douglas 

county. 

- This is fine weather for the saloon business.  Sheriff 

Klineline and Mayor Miller are doing a flourishing business 

at the Davenport stand. 

- J. M. Conklin has sold his farm in Walls township, and 

expects shortly to leave for Kentucky, where he intends to 

sell the Peacemaker washer. 

- Mr. L. E. Sinclair of Mansfield was in Ava on Monday 

making arrangements to give a play, with a Mansfield 

company, at the court house in Ava, for the benefit of the 

Ava Cornet Band. 

- A drugstore with a full line of first-class goods has been 

established by Dr. J. H. Murray.  He has had 20 years 

experience in compounding medicines, and you can get your 

prescriptions filled with perfect accuracy at Murray‟s. 

- Earnest Grass, of Walls Township, has sold his farm, and 

expects to leave this county about the first of the next month. 

 

January 28, 1892 (Vol. V, No. 48) 
- From Roy.  This neighborhood is now pulling through with a 

heavy outpouring of la grippe.  J. H. Rawley has recently 

secured a homestead, and expects to improve it in the spring. 
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- Born to the wife of Charles Smith, of Vera Cruz, a girl. 

- Horace Curnutt has returned to his old position behind the 

counters at the general merchandise establishment of J. A. G. 

Reynolds & Son. 

- Sheriff Klineline has been busily engaged this week getting 

signatures to a petition for a new dramshop license.  The 

Davenport license, under which he and Mayor Miller have 

been dealing, expires in February. 

- Marriage licenses.  D. M. Rutledge and Dora A. Pruett 

James Roller and Zodie Alexander, Rome. 

George L. Rhoades and Lydetia Summers, Buckhart. 

Jas. A. Billingsley and Emma Fletcher, Ava. 

 

February 4, 1892 (Vol. V, No. 49) 
- Ava is to have a new hotel. 

- From Johns Mill.  Mrs. Jacob Williams died on the 26th ult. 

after a lingering illness of three months.  Ed Willowby has 

sold his homestead claim and departed for Tennessee.  

Huston Johns has sold his interest in the distillery at this 

place to L. H. McHaffie. McHaffie & Ruttle are running the 

distillery day and night. 

- From Beaver.  The wife of Elisha Ellison died on the 20th 

ult.  The daughter of Mr. Adam Heinline died of la grippe 

last week.  Mr. Robert Holestine has just completed a new 

store building and has secured a stock of goods from 

Seymour.  The wedding of Mr. P. W. Buchanan and Miss 

Nancy J. Mallonee occurred last week.  The Pilot Knob 

writing school closed last week. 

- Marriage licenses. 

  Jas. B. Miller and __bie G. Alsup, Ava. 

  T. M. Rich and Elizabeth Reese, Mt. Grove. 

  Edward Maxwell and Polly J. Wallace, Rome. 

  James Turley and Martha Riley, Idumea. 

  R. C. Celler and Ida B. Penny, Idumea. 

  John J. Phelps and Dora B. Hines, Bryant. 

- From Clay Township.  Mr. John Roberson has painted the 

new church house at this place, Fair View, and it shows up in 

good style.  Uncle Henry Boling, an aged citizen of this 

locality, was buried at the Freeman cemetery last Sunday. 

- C. W. Wood, of the firm of C. W. Wood & Co., general 

merchants at Good Hope, this county, was in town on 

Monday. 

- In and Around Vera Cruz.  Messrs. Elliott & Ball are still 

making improvements in their new grist mill.  Mr. Evan 

Griffiths has the inside track in the sale of dry goods, 

hardware, groceries, boots and shoes, medicines, etc.  He 

came to stay.  Messrs. Decker & Denny‟s saw mill is now 

running to full capacity at Mr. Ambrose McKay‟s spring. 

- Letter List.  The following list of letters remain unclaimed in 

the postoffice at Ava on February 1, 1892. 

Clinkingbeard, Q. V. 

Barnett, Cealey 

Davis, Miss Minnie 

Easter, Mr. A. L. 

Hargus, Elias. 

King, Miss W. E. 

Lloyd, W. A. 

Shackelford, George 

Smith, Andrew 

Turner, Wm. S. 

Walser, L. E. 

 

February 11, 1892 (Vol. V., No. 50) 
- The S. B. Davis shingle company of Vera Cruz is largely 

supplying the Ava trade in that line. 

- Mency & Pennington have sold the Ava flouring mill to Wm. 

Pennington and a Mr. Lyttle of Kansas, and they are 

expected to arrive here with their families in a short time to 

take charge of the property. 

- Andy Miller‟s new residence is nearly completed; work on 

the Clark residence has been resumed; the foundation for a 

new residence for Frank Dewhirst is being laid, and 

Reynolds & Sons have nearly completed their new poultry 

yards and house. 

- County Court Proceedings. 

Henry M. Miller & Henry Klineline make application for 

dram shop license. Granted. 

The west one-half of block 5, Water Row, of town of Ava, 

ordered set apart for public use. 

Dram shop license fixed by court at $500 for county and $50 

for state. 

It is ordered by the County Court that the sheriff refuse to 

grant the use of the court house for any entertainment. 

- On Sunday, February 7, the residence of Isham Singleton, of 

this township, was destroyed by fire, burning all the 

household furniture excepting one stove. No insurance. 

- Marriage licenses. 

  J. J. Phelps and Dora B. Hines, Bryant. 

  E. C. Cearley and Ellen Dickinson, Buckhart. 

  John L. Kester and Lilly V. Bradley, Arno. 

- The following is a list of pension vouchers executed before 

Probate Judge Spurlock on the 4th inst. 

Martin C. Morris $18 

W. R. Harper  18 

J. M. Curnutt  80 

John Linsey  24 

W. W. Spurlock 12 

David Marler 36 

Mrs. James  42 

John Y. Appling 18 
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Thomas Andrews 18 

W. B. Singleton 18 

Eliza J. Brixey 24 

Cyntha A. Hodge 36 

Nelson Dyer  24 

W. H. Manning 51 

Joseph Bunnell 54 

G. W. Shelton 24 

T. M. Shelton 12 

J. C. Burgin  36 

Wiley Ritter  18 

M. J. Huffman 36 

Wm. L. Fannon 24 

Kelsey Williams 36 

W. F. Campbell 36 

J. E. Sullivan  36 

Tilman Dyer  18 

James Cameron 18 

Ezekiel Eslick 24 

Simeon Davis 36 

Rachel Hopper 36 

Elias Privett  36 

O. H. Gentry  18 

Robert A. Wheeler 18 

William H. Akers 30 

 

February 18, 1892 (Vol. V, No. 51) 
- Jim King and W. Hollingsworth have moved to Howell 

county. 

- Ava‟s new hotel, the Platt house, was opened for business on 

Monday. 

- There is a prospect for a new drug firm in Ava, in the name 

of Murray & Davis. 

- Montgomery, Powell & Vaughn closed up their business in 

this county last week and returned to Buffalo. 

- Mrs. E. H. Farnsworth has opened a new stock of millinery 

goods in the G. A. R. Building, east side of square. 

- H. M. Miller has purchased the Harrison place, on north half 

of the Payne block, and will refit it for a dwelling house for 

Mr. and Mrs. James Miller. 

- The new milling firm of Pennington & Lyttle has secured the 

services of Wm. Lee as miller. 

 

February 25, 1892 (Vol. V, No. 52) 

- Ava, the county seat, is a town of about 400 happy people, 

and is surrounded by a prosperous farming country.  She has 

a roller mill, three hotels, three general stores, one bank, and 

other business houses, and not a vacant dwelling house in the 

town.  We have an elegant two story school house just 

completed, and it is presided over by three of the best 

teachers in the state.  Ava Wants.  A tin shop, a harness 

maker and a harness shop, a furniture store, a planing mill, 

and the right parties can get bargains. 

- Died--Mrs. Berry L. Hancock of Jackson township, on 

Friday, February 19.  Aged, 50 years. 

- Married--On Friday, February 19, 1892, at the home of the 

bride‟s parents in Ava, Mo., Mr. Henry Wilson, of Mt. 

Grove, Mo., and Miss Bell Reynolds, of this place. A large 

number of friends and relatives from Mt. Grove were present 

at the ceremony.  The bride and groom were the recipients of 

many valuable presents, the most useful of which was a fine 

residence property in Ava.  The high contracting parties have 

the Herald‟s best wishes that they may have a happy, 

successful journey through life. 

- Capt. Sam‟l Turner is Dead.   A Good Man Gone.  The news 

of the death of Capt. Samuel Turner, of Arno was telephoned 

to our city Tuesday evening shortly after 1:30 p.m. and the 

sad news was received by every one as a shock.  He leaves a 

widow and eight children to survive him and keep his 

memory, and he goes to meet his daughter and parents where 

the weary are at rest. 

 

A Brief Biography 

  Capt. Turner was born in the state of Indiana, November 3, 

1836, and when a mere child moved with his parents to 

Spring Creek, Douglas county, Missouri, and soon moved to 

Arno, where he has since lived, with the exception of about 

two years, when he resided on the farm now owned by 

Sheriff Klineline. 

  He married Miss Sarah J. Lyon, the daughter of a 

respected farmer of the neighborhood, when about 21 years 

old, and when his country‟s honor was assailed he went to 

the front as a volunteer.  He enrolled in the 73rd regiment of 

Enrolled Missouri Militia under Colonel Palmer, and served 

six months, when he enlisted in the 6th Provisional Regiment 

of Missouri Militia, under Colonel Sheppard, and was 

Assistant Quartermaster General, and at the termination of 

his service, he joined the 16th Missouri Cavalry, and served 

until the close of the war as Quartermaster General; ranking 

as Captain.  At the close of the war he returned to his home 

at Arno; entering into the mercantile business and farming 

and stock raising.  He carved out of the valleys of Cowskin, 

Beaver and Prairie creeks one of the largest and best farms in 

the county.  He made a success in everything he undertook, 

and we here repeat that it will be many days before another 

of his worth as a citizen, as a friend and benefactor, is known 

in this country. 

 

March 3, 1892 (Vol. VI, No. 1) 
- Died--G. W. Mallonee of Findley township. 
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- James Hailey is preparing to erect a new dwelling house on 

his lots south of the Hailey hotel. 

- Horace Curnutt is receiving a lot of lumber for a new 

dwelling house in the Potter addition. 

- Henry Miller is making arrangements to improve his recent 

purchases of land known as the Potter estate, south of town. 

- Wm. Pennington is laying the foundation for a new dwelling 

house on the east side of town. 

- Marriage licenses.  The following marriage licenses have 

been issued during the past three weeks. 

Curtis McDaniel and Segraves Jennings, Arno. 

Jno. Woods and Catharine Burris, MaComb. 

Calvin Wilson and Ida Harmon, Idumea. 

Wm. Willhite and Mary A. Mcintosh, Idumea 

Henry S. Wilson and Bell Reynolds, Ava 

Milton A. Winn and Sarah E. Holt, Mt. Grove 

Millard Ince and Freelove Maygard, Little Beaver 

Jas. R. Sanders and S. C. Jenkins of Roy 

Adelbert McEuen and Vade Wimer, Little Beaver 

Robert Gentry and Almeda Cole, Cedar Gap. 

 

March 10, 1892 (Vol. VI, No. 2) 

- Marriage License. 

J. J. Lethco, Margaret F. Bear, of Roy 

W. E. Denny, Meha Hartley, Arno. 

Jacob G. Backer, Mary E. Watson, Seymour. 

- From Clay Township.  Nattie Tysan, the plasterer, has our 

new church house ready for the hard finish.  Our long looked 

for saw mill has come and set up for business at Pughs 

spring.  I hope your readers will bear with me when I say to 

them that in my opinion, Douglas county needs a stock law, 

or at least a partial one.  Say no hogs or sheep shall be 

allowed to run at large.  It is very hard to fence against our 

common hazel splitters, and we can‟t improve the stock until 

we get rid of the old, and a stock law is the quickest method 

of extinguishing them, and about the only one.  Keep fewer 

hogs, and better ones is my motto. 

- Long Tom Davis was in town last week looking about two 

inches taller than usual; rumor says he won the race at the 

Huffman track. 

- Dr. Feemster, of Nobel, Ozark Co., was in our city on 

Wednesday.  Mr. Feemster has recently settled at Nobel and 

opened a general merchandise store at the old Collins stand. 

- Call on Prof. Glass for first-class work in photographs. 

- Rev. Anderson‟s term as pastor of the M. E. church at this 

place expires this week, and he will attend the Methodist 

conference at Springfield for the purpose of securing a new 

appointment. 

- Collector Norman‟s books failed to balance for the regular 

march settlement, and the court adjourned on Wednesday 

until April to give him time to discover the mistake in his 

accounts.  Through some error the amount of cash on hand 

did not appear sufficient to meet the balances due from the 

collector to the county and leave the commission due him. 

- Dr. J. H. Murray is going to rebuild his drug store building 

on South side of the square.  Dr. Murray is doing a good 

business and the secret of it is he is a thorough druggist and 

knows how to do it. 

- J. L. Creech, formerly of Kentucky, now a resident of Rome, 

this county, has been appointed county surveyor of this 

county to complete the unexpired term of J. J. Bell, who 

recently resigned and moved to Texas. 

 

March 17, 1892 (Vol. VI, No. 3) 
- Died--Thos. Lackey, of Clay township on Wednesday, 

March 9.  Aged 75 years. 

- Prof. T. Davis is making arrangements to build on the lot 

recently purchased from W. M. Miller. 

- The box supper at the G.A.R. Hall on last Saturday night for 

the benefit of the M.E. church was a success socially and 

financially. 

- County School Commissioner, T. A. Kay reports the arrival 

of a fine new girl at his house. 

- The photograph establishment of Prof. Glass, was completely 

wrecked by the high winds of Thursday.  Prof. Glass has 

been busily engaged repairing damages and is now ready to 

receive his customers. 

 

March 31, 1892 (Vol. VI, No. 5) 
- Singleton House crowded as usual.  Mart. knows how to hold 

his trade. 

- While attending court go to the Hotel Platta for your meals. 

- J. M. Lyons of Rome, has sold his interest in the Rome roller 

mill and will move to Taney county this spring. 

- The new hotel “Platta” has been elegantly fitted up with new 

furniture throughout and its proprietress, Mrs. W. S. Platt, is 

now ready to accommodate guests at reasonable rates. 

- The Ava Dramatic Club gave a very entertaining 

performance on Tuesday night.  The attendance was large 

and the net proceeds satisfactory.  Each character of the play 

was well represented.  The acting of Mrs. W. S. Platt and 

Miss Cora Farnsworth was especially appreciated by the 

audience and much commended on as exceptionally fine for 

amateurs.  The net proceeds were added to the fund being 

raised to seat the church. 

- Died--On the 25th of February, 1892, at Scott Center, Iowa, 

John L. Powers, brother of A. F. Powers, of this county.  The 

deceased was born Nov. 9, 1807 in Bennington county, 

Vermont. 
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April 7, 1892 (Vol. VI, No. 6) 
- Ava needs more territory.  The present city limits should be 

extended in every direction.  Property owners on every side 

are desirous of being admitted and the proper steps should be 

taken at once to admit them. 

- The large vote in favor of giving the Ava Normal School the 

free use of the school house is a very satisfactory proof that 

the people of Ava and vicinity appreciate the advantages 

derived from it both direct and indirect. 

- Mr. and Mrs. Pat. Brown, of Walls township, were visiting 

friends in Ava during court week. 

- S. S. Kirkham, the contractor, is rapidly pushing the work on 

the new addition to the bank building. 

- Prof. Anders, the distinguished clairvoyant and palmister, is 

stopping at the Hotel Platta.  Call and see him. 

- Marriage licenses: 

D. J. Lewis and Susan M. Offield, of Ava 

C. W. Cole and Katy Wendt, Cedar Gap. 

Elijah B. Thompson and Elizabeth Ridenhour, Mt. Grove. 

James M. Spurlock and Prucilla Parnell, Ava. 

- The city election on Tuesday resulted in the election of W. F. 

Reynolds, W. J. Turner, M. B. Silvey, W. S. Platt, and Geo. 

B. Waters as trustees for the town of Ava for the ensuing 

year. 

- The county court completed its settlement with Collector 

Norman on Tuesday and adjourned. 

 

April 14, 1892 (Vol. VI, No. 7) 
- Died--The wife of D. R. Brown, of Findley township, on 

Thursday April 7.  She leaves a husband and one child to 

mourn her loss. 

- Died--Mrs. Sarah Brown, wife of D. R. Brown, at her home 

four miles northwest of Ava, on April 7th, 1892.  She had 

been a member of the M. E. Church for a number of years.  

A husband and one son are left to mourn her loss.  Funeral 

services were conducted by Rev. R. N. Anderson, of Ava. 

- Mr. and Mrs. Henry Wilson have moved to their new home 

on the east side of town. 

- Judge James Hailey is having a new fence built around the 

vacant lot west of the Martin Livery stable. 

- The Platta Hotel and Martin‟s livery stable have been 

connected with a telephone wire for the convenience of 

guests of the hotel. 

- Jno. Phelps, of Clay township, has rented the Harper 

property on northeast corner of square and look possession 

on Tuesday.  Mrs. Phelps expects to put in a stock of 

millinery goods in time for the spring and summer trade. 

- A good sidewalk from town to the school house would be 

fully appreciated during the present spell of muddy weather. 

- Our court house is sadly in need of a new coat of paint.  It is 

a good building and is certainly worth keeping in good 

repair. 

- Marriage Licenses: 

Marion Anderson and Jeanette G. Mears, Cold Springs. 

James F. Heard and Alley J. Hawkins, Idumea. 

Wm. F. Masters and Minnie Miltenberger, Ava 

Wm. Denney and Mabel M. Farrage, Ascot 

Jno. Upshaw and Violo Farmer, Cold Springs. 

- Married--John Upshaw and Miss Violet Farmer, of Cold 

Springs, at the Hailey Hotel in Ava, on the 9th inst. 

 

April 21, 1892 (Vol. VI, No. 8) 

- Born to the wife of John Malloy, on Monday, the 18th, a girl. 

- Dr. A. Davis has returned to Ava and opened an office on the 

south side of the square and will continue in the practice of 

his profession at this city. 

- The Ava Dramatic Club will give an entertainment at the 

G.A.R. Hall on Thursday night of this week. 

- Married. Prof. D. L. Marr, of Kansas City Mo, and Miss 

Effie M. Bulger of Ava, on Sunday the 17th inst., at the 

residence of the bride‟s parents. 

- Miss Carrie Lee Carter, organizer and lecturer for the 

W.C.T.U. and Miss Donforth, organizer of the children‟s 

department of the W.C.T.U. made Ava a visit Monday, and 

were met at the church by a large audience from Ava and 

vicinity Monday evening. 

 

April 28, 1892 (Vol. VI, No. 9) 
- The Platta Hotel has been dressed in a new coat of paint. 

- Dr. A. Davis has rented the old Miller drug store and is 

putting in a stock of drugs. 

- The new mill dam constructed on Rippee Creek, near Prices 

old saw mill stand, by Messrs. Gay & Miller, was completely 

washed away by the high water the first of the month. 

- Married--Moses Hailey and Susan McAdoo of Ava, at the 

Hailey Hotel on Sunday, April 23. 

- Several of Ava‟s citizens are intending to go on the Memphis 

excursion to attend the celebration of the bridge opening at 

Memphis on May 12.  The fare for the round trip has been 

reduced to $5.00. 

- Marriage Licenses. 

S. J. Conner and Georgia A. Thompson of Richville 

Chas. R. Taylor and Francis Hodges, Cold Springs. 

Moses D. Hailey to Susan McAdoo, Ava. 

Geo. Hammons and Jane Kidder, Squires. 

Jno. C. Nelson and Mary Strong, Silverton. 

C. N. Wilson and Fannie A. Cravens, Yellville AR. 
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May 5, 1892 (Vol. VI, No. 10) 
- Ava Brass Band loses one of its number by the removal of 

Clayton Bulger to Taney County. 

- Frank Dewhirst has rented the Denney property formerly 

known as the Foote residence, on the east side of town, and 

will remove there shortly. 

- To the Public: After April 20, 1892, you can find me at the 

Bank of Ava where I will be pleased to see all my old friends 

and as many new ones as want farm loans, insurance, notary 

work, and abstracts.  Yours very truly, L.O. Hailey. 

- Died--On Sunday, May 1, Miss Fannie Hollingsworth at the 

residence of J. P. M. Norman in Ava. 

- Marriage licenses: 

J. H. King and Mary M. Roby, Mt. Grove. 

James Liles and Orlena Ackerman, Mansfield. 

- List of unclaimed letters on May 1, 1892. 

Bell, J. J. 

Dovice, P. 

Hargus, Elias 

Johnson, John W. 

Lewis, J. M. 

Morgan, Hattie 

Mallory, Dan 

Miller, J. H. 

Moore, Charles 

Robertson, John 

Reed, Mrs. J. A. 

Runaer, Miss Annie; 

Watts, W. B. 

Wryan, W. A. 

Younger, Perry 

- J. A. Spurlock, the jeweler, has employed O. S. Heath, a first 

class watch maker. 

- The citizens of Ava are entitled to much credit for the good 

order which has prevailed on our public streets since the 

incorporation of our city.  Marshal Lindsey and the calaboose 

are a terror to disorderly characters, and all our citizens 

should assist the marshal in continuing the good record for 

order and quiet which has so far prevailed. 

- J. K. Bulger and family left Ava on Friday last for their new 

home in Forsyth, Taney county. 

 

May 12, 1892 (Vol. VI, No. 11) 
- J.A.G. Reynolds & Son are preparing the ground for their 

new brick block. 

- Call at the millinery store of Mrs. Phelps, northeast corner of 

square.  A nice new stock and prices reasonable. 

- Now is your last chance to have your photos taken.  Mr. 

Glass will only remain a few days longer in Ava with his 

gallery. 

- One of Ava‟s most successful business enterprises is the 

Bank of Ava, conducted by J. M. Adams as president.  The 

business has been successful from the date of its 

commencement in June, 1890.  The bank building has 

recently been improved and enlarged by the addition on the 

north end and a new coat of paint throughout.  L.O. Hailey 

has an elegantly fitted and furnished office in the rear of the 

bank. 

- Roy Notes.  The funeral sermon of Mrs. Letitia Lethco will 

be preached at Good Hope on the fourth Sunday in this 

month by her brother, Rev. Solomon Forester, of Brookline, 

Mo.  Mrs. Lethco was an old citizen and a large attendance is 

expected. 

 

May 19, 1892 (Vol. VI, No. 12) 
- Circuit Clerk Hartin is now prepared to re-record marriage 

licenses of which the record was destroyed by the court 

house fire of 1886. 

- The Douglas County Normal will close on Friday for the 

summer vacation.  The closing exercises will be held on 

Friday afternoon and night at the school house. 

- Notice of Sale of School Property.  Pursuant to an order by 

the vote of the qualified electors at the annual meeting of 

school district No. 2, town 26, & 27, range 15 & 16, the 

school board was authorized to sell the old school house site, 

with house thereon, and, by virtue of said order, said board 

will, on Saturday June 4, 1892, at the front door of the old 

school building, offer for sale to the highest bidder, for cash, 

the property known as the old school property, situated in the 

town of Ava, Missouri.  M. C. Reynolds, Pres. of Board, S. 

S. Roberts; Clerk. 

- Died--Albert Twitty, of Findley township, on May 13, of 

consumption, aged 27 years. 

- Ed Clinkingbeard, W. J. Turner‟s accommodating clerk, and 

H. C. Buzby, of this office, attended the bridge celebration at 

Memphis on the 12th. 

- Douglas county Mineral. 

Capt. Pennington, of this place, has struck lead on his land two 

miles east of Ava, near Hunter creek.  He has been sinking a 

prospect shaft and struck lead at a depth of twenty feet. 

Wm. Hutchinson of Cass township, has made a rich find of 

lead ore in town 26, range 13.  He reports he has taken out 

something over 600 pounds of lead and that there is plenty 

more in sight. 

E. Eslick, of Spring Creek township, has found lead on his 

farm, four miles south of Ava, on the head of Whites creek. 

- Marriage licenses. 

Wm. Stafford and Mary C. Brice, Dogwood. 

N. W. McHolland and Mary J. Morrison, Arno. 

Jesse L. Dunn and Mary McGrath, Squires. 
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Lewis W. Martin and Emma Binley, Macomb. 

George Adams and Martha Eddings, Rome 

Isaac N. Fulton and Liddie Eddings, Rome. 

Frank Tichenor and Liza liles, Bryant. 

George W. Nelson and Ellen Applegate, Arden. 

 

May 26, 1892 (Vol. VI, No. 13) 
- Official Statement of the Bank of Ava. 

- Born to the wife of William Lee of Ava, on Tuesday, May 

24, twin boys. 

- Born to the wife of W. W. Clark on the 23rd inst., a 

daughter. 

- Wm. Clark has completed his new house west of town, and 

now has one of the finest residences in Ava. 

- S.S. Kirkham, who has the contract for the new brick block 

for the firm of J.A.G. Reynolds & Son, has opened a brick 

yard north of town and will commence molding brick this 

week. 

- The old school house and lot belonging to the district will be 

sold on Saturday, June 4, at public sale.  The lot is in a nice 

location for a residence, and will probably sell at a bargain as 

the terms of the sale are cash. 

- The people of Ava and vicinity were entertained on Saturday 

and Sunday by a temperance lecture delivered by Mrs. J.H. 

Clark, of Kansas City. 

- There will be an auction sale of a $300 lot of household 

furniture at the old stand of Miller Bros., northwest corner of 

the square, Ava, MO on Saturday, June 11, 1892 at 10 

o‟clock a.m. 

- Notice of Sale of School Property.  Pursuant to an order by 

the vote of the qualified electors at the annual meeting of 

school district No. 2, town 26 & 27, range 15 & 16, the 

school board was authorized to sell the old school house site, 

with house thereon, and, by virtue of the said order, said 

board will on Saturday, June 4, 1892, at the front door of the 

old school building, offer for sale of the highest bidder, for 

cash, the property known as the old school property, situated 

in the Town of Ava.  M.C. Reynolds, Pres. of Board. 

- We hope our correspondents throughout the county will be a 

little more faithful in reporting the news of their respective 

neighborhoods.  We want the county news and our readers 

want it.  Send in your communications early in the week--not 

later than Tuesday. 

- The people of Ava and vicinity were entertained on Saturday 

and Sunday by a temperance lecture delivered by Mrs. J. H. 

Clark, of Kansas City. 

- Marriage licenses: 

Wiley W. Keaton and Millie J. Shelton,Ava 

Wm. A. Bryant and Martha J. Ingall, Cabool. 

 

June 2, 1892 (Vol. VI, No. 14) 
- The Ava tan yard will soon be in operation. 

- T. A. Davis is building an addition to his dwelling house, 

southeast of the square. 

- Ava has a new drug firm composed of A. Davis & Wm. 

Workman, who succeed to the business of A. Davis, under 

the firm name of Davis & Workman. 

- M. L. Morse has sold his property west of town, consisting 

of 6-3/4 acres of land and dwelling house thereon, to F.E. 

Adams, cashier of Bank of Ava. 

- Contractor Kirkham is making the excavation for the new 

brick block for Reynolds & Son has struck solid rock at a 

depth of four feet and is preparing to quarry out the rock in 

shape for the foundation of the building. 

- Wanted--All kinds of hides at the office of the Wright 

Tanning and Manufacturing Company at Ava, MO.  We will 

pay spot cash for calf, sheep, dog, and cat hides and all kinds 

of firs. 

- First-class leather is being made from the breen hides in from 

two to forty-eight hours at the Wright tanning establishment.  

Samples of leather on exhibition at the office of the 

company. 

- Ad: Grand Celebration at Ava, July 4.  Sack races, foot races, 

potato races, and many other sources of amusement.  Grand 

parade in the forenoon headed by the Ava Cornet Band. A 

baseball game in the afternoon between Ava and Bryant 

Creek clubs.  Sinuous Snake Hunters, a spectacle never 

before presented in public.  A grand display of fireworks at 

night. 

- Capt. E. D. Pennington has concluded to lease his lead mine 

two miles east of Ava, and is offering very liberal terms for 

miners. 

- Ad: A. Davis, M.D., Druggist and Pharmacy, Ava.  AI am 

now located in Miller‟s old stand, west side of square. 

- Elmer Davis and Rachel A. Davis, of Roy, who were 

divorced at the last September term of circuit court, 

concluded to try it again and were remarried this week. 

- Contractor Kirkham in making the excavation for the new 

brick block for Reynolds & Son has struck solid rock at a 

depth of about four feet and is preparing to quarry out the 

rock in shape for the foundation of the building. 

- The following school districts have sold bonds for building 

new school houses and furnishing the same: Hancock 

district, the Schecter district, Coates district, and the Rippee 

district.  The building of many new school houses throughout 

the county is a good indication of the rapid advancement of 

our county in its educational interests. 

- The dwelling house of Tom Davis, on Buzzard Creek, 

southeast of town, was struck by lightning on May 30.  The 

family were all asleep at the time.  No one was injured, and 
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the only damage done was the removal of a large patch of 

shingles from the roof. 

- Notice of Sale of School Property.  Pursuant to an order by 

the vote of the qualified electors at the annual meeting of 

school district No. 2, town 26 & 27, range 15 & 16, the 

school board was authorized to sell the old school house site, 

with house thereon, and by virtue of said order will, on 

Saturday, June 4, 1892, at the front door of the old school 

building, offer for sale to the highest bidder, for cash, the 

property known as the old school district, situated in the 

town of Ava, Mo.  M. C. Reynolds, Pres of Board.  S. S. 

Roberts, Clerk. 

- Marriage licenses. 

Solomon F. Wize and Martha A. King of Cabool 

Phillip Garlets and Jessee Davenport, Mt. Grove. 

Elmer Davis and Rachel A. Davis, Roy. 

- Unclaimed Letter List: 

Brook, Daniel F. 

Brown, Mrs. Francis 

Brixey, Mr. H. L. 

Ellis, Robert 

Huffman, W. T. 

Mackey, Miss Levline. 

 

June 9, 1892 (Vol. VI, No. 15) 
- The membership of the Ava band is rapidly increasing.  They 

now number sixteen and have ordered a full set of new 

instruments. 

 

June 16, 1892 (Vol. VI, No. 16) 
- Preacher Morris, of Clay township was brought before 

Esquire Carson last week on a charge of carrying concealed 

weapons.  The trial resulted in a conviction and he was fined 

$50 and costs.  The defendant not having the necessary item 

of cash was committed to the county jail. 

- Ice! Ice! Ice! At Curnutt & Elmore‟s grocery. 

- Died--Mrs. R. C. Cloud, of Spring Creek township, on 

Saturday, June 13. 

- Born--to the wife of Frank Curnutt, of Ava, on Sunday, the 

12th, a boy. 

- Reynolds Bros., of Mansfield, are having the foundation for 

a brick business house 50x125 feet. 

- Curnutt & Elmore have made arrangements for a supply of 

ice.  They will receive the first shipment this week, and 

expect to keep a full supply during the summer. 

- Marriage licenses. 

Solomon T. Wize and Martha A. King, Cedar Gap. 

Phillip Garlets and Jesse Davenport, Mt. Grove. 

Wm. R. Nave and Mary D. Barnes, Rome. 

Wm. J. Harris and Effie D. Thompson, Buckhart. 

Jacob A. Davis and Josie Matney, Larissa. 

Lorenzo J. Davis and Lily M. Young, Vera Cruz. 

- (List of teachers at institute). 

 

June 23, 1892 (Vol. VI, No. 17) 
- Curnutt & Elmore have contracted for an addition to their 

business house on north side of the square. 

- Take your old school books to W. J. Turner and get in 

exchange the new standard books on terms required by the 

laws of Missouri. 

 

June 30, 1892 (Vol. VI, No. 18) 
- Fourth of July Celebration.  Spring Creek township, corner 

of Rippey Ball and Thornfield roads. 

Opening 10:30 

Discussion of Declaration of Independence, 

J. W. Thomas. 

Speeches, Essays, and recitations by others. 

Select music by choir. 

Dinner 

Talks by old settlers. 

  Amusements, such as croquet, swinging, and other games 

(no dancing).  Refreshments on the grounds.  Everybody 

invited. 

- Spurlock has a handsome parlor organ for sale at the jewelry 

store. 

- The Fourth of July celebration at Ava will surpass anything 

ever before attempted in Douglas county.  The grounds just 

south of town have been secured for the picnic. 

- John Thompson, of Richland township, was in Ava, on 

Wednesday and made arrangements with Judge Spurlock for 

final proof of his homestead. 

 

July 7, 1892 (Vol. VI, No. 19) 
- M. C. Reynolds left for St. Louis on the evening of the 

Fourth to attend the state democratic convention. 

- Married--On July 4th, at the residence of John Snyder of this 

place, Leonard J. Osgood and Miss Mirtie Dietrick, both of 

Cold Springs. 

- S. S. Kirkham met with a serious accident on Tuesday.  

While holding a road scraper he received a sudden wrench 

which dislocated his right leg at the hip joint.  Drs. Murray 

and Hailey were called who replaced the dislocated joint.  He 

is reported to be doing as well as could be expected under the 

circumstances. The accident coming at this time is especially 

unfortunate for Mr. Kirkham as it leaves his building 

contract with Reynolds & Son in an unfinished condition. 

- Ava‟s Fourth.  The celebration at Ava on the Fourth was a 

pronounced success.  The weather was fine and the 

attendance large, being estimated at from 1,500 to 2,000 
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people.  The game of baseball was the special attraction of 

the afternoon‟s entertainment and resulted in a defeat for the 

visiting club by a score of 63 to 5.  The day‟s entertainment 

was concluded by a grand display of fireworks on the court 

house square at dark which was witnessed by crowds of 

visitors. 

- Marriage Licenses: 

Leonard J. Osgood and Mirtie Deirick, Cold Springs 

Jno. G. Williams and Martha J. Trail, Vera Cruz 

Andrew J. Allen and Dora I. Biggs, Ava 

Jno. Matney and Margret M. Manning, Squires 

Joseph M. Applegeet and Mary Green, Arden. 

 

July 14, 1892 (Vol. VI, No. 20) 
- Contractor S. S. Kirkham is again on deck in charge of the 

work on the new Reynolds block. 

- J. S. Crain, of Clinton township, has moved his family to 

town and will occupy the Davis property, north of town. 

- Circuit clerk Hartin issued one marriage license this week.  

The fortunate parties were Sam‟l B. Herrell and Lilly M. 

Wright, of Little Beaver. 

- W. P. Brewer, of Idumea, who has been conducting a general 

merchandise business at that place, ran off with his servant 

girl last week.  He left a wife and family of small children 

and numerous creditors who are actively engaged in running 

attachments on his stock of merchandise and other personal 

effects.  Brewer is owing Curnutt & Miller, of this place, 

about $300 for his original stock of goods, which he leaves 

his securities to pay. 

- W. F. Reynolds, captain of the Ava base ball nine, has 

accepted a challenge from the Mt. Grove club to play that 

nine at Mt. Grove on the 20th. 

- Horace Curnutt‟s new residence on the south side of town is 

rapidly approaching completion. 

- The Fourth at Roy.  Roy celebrated the Fourth in grand style. 

The morning was passed off in the usual manner, drinking 

lemonade, swinging, dancing, etc., until 11:30 o‟clock, when 

the marshal, Jesse Huffman, called the crowd to order, which 

consisted of 700 to 800 people, and announced the reading of 

the Declaration of Independence by John H. Deeds, after 

which the crowd was turned loose upon the plentitude of the 

land.  After a repast as only Douglas county wives can serve, 

the crowd was again called to order, and the marshal 

introduced Rev. Hawkins, of Little Beaver, who made an 

interesting address, giving sketches from the early history of 

the country down to the present time.  He was followed by 

Dr. Steward of Arno, who made a few remarks suitable to the 

occasion, which seemed to be highly appreciated by the 

people.  The remainder of the day was passed off in a very 

pleasant manner, and the crowd dispersed proud that they 

live in “The land of the free and the home of the brave.” 

 

July 21, 1892 (Vol. VI, No. 21) 
- But one marriage license this week.  The fortunate parties are 

Jno. Arnold and Parthena Hammons, of Cold Springs. 

- J. Ivy Bradley, until recently local editor of the Farm Record, 

hid himself away on Saturday to the regions of Cowskin, 

where he commenced teaching school Monday at Mt. Tabor. 

- T. W. Davis and family left Ava for Sparta on Monday 

where Mr. Davis has a position in the public schools. 

- The band has secured the services of Prof. Meek of 

Mansfield as instructor. 

- W. F. Reynolds accompanied the Douglas county delegation 

to the senatorial convention at Mansfield last Saturday.  

“Bid” claims to be a democrat, but knows what party to 

associate with to have a good time. 

- Garrett Hall, Hiram McFarlin, and Henry T. Burke made 

final proof on their homesteads this week. 

 

July 28, 1892 (Vol. VI, No. 22) 
- Born--To the wife of W. J. Turner on Sunday, the 24th, a 

boy. 

- The foundation for the new Reynolds block is completed 

ready for the brick masons. 

- The picnic at Sebree‟s, near Arno, on Friday and Saturday, 

was attended by several of Ava‟s citizens. 

- Contractor Kirkham has nearly completed his brick kiln 

north of town and will commence firing it this week. 

- There will be a grand barbecue and picnic at George 

Tooley‟s store, in Clinton township, on Saturday of this 

week. 

- There will be a picnic at Bryant on Saturday, Aug. 6. 

- The picnic at Sebree‟s north of Arno, on Friday and Saturday 

was well attended, and those in attendance on Saturday were 

entertained in the afternoon by a discussion of the issues of 

the day by Henry Hartin and Wm. Davis, of Washington 

township, on behalf of the people‟s party and E. H. 

Farnsworth, J. T. Davis, and A Burkhead, on the 

republication side of the question.  The discussion resulted so 

decidedly in favor of the republications that it is not 

anticipated that the local people‟s party talent will issue any 

further challenges for joint discussions.  They know when 

they‟ve got enough. 

- Capt. E. D. Pennington has leased his mines east of town to 

parties from Ohio, who are sinking a shaft on the property 

with good prospects for plenty of lead. 
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August 4, 1892 (Vol. VI, No. 23) 
- Last Friday, Joe Potter, son of H. Potter of this county, was 

shot and killed by Hugh Holstein, of Arkansas.  The shooting 

occurred about one mile south of Ava, on the Gainesville 

road.  The trouble grew out a difficult between Potter and a 

younger brother of Holstein‟s which occurred at a picnic a 

few days since.  Holstein had been on a visit at his father‟s 

who lives west of town, and was on his way home to 

Arkansas via the Gainesville road, and had reached a point 

about one mile south of town, when Potter, who had been to 

Ava, came up behind his wagon and commenced throwing 

rocks, hitting him in the back with one, making an ugly 

bruise, and barely missed his wife with one, who was in the 

wagon at the time.  Holstein then drew his revolver and fired 

two or three shots while still in the wagon, one of which hit 

Potter above the right eye, ranging downward, and stopped at 

the base of the skull.  Holstein was arrested and placed under 

$500 bond for his appearance before Squire Snyder on 

Monday, but after Potter‟s death was re-arrested and is now 

in the custody of the sheriff. 

- On last Friday, the “Little Giants” of Ava met the Mt. Grove 

base ball nine at that place.  Both clubs played to win, but the 

brilliant fielding of the Ava team was more than the boys of 

the Mt. could chin, and the result was a score of 10 to 8 in 

favor of the Ava team.  The following is the score made by 

the winning club. 

        Runs     Outs 

H. M. Miller, pitcher ..................... 1 1 

W. F. Reynolds, catcher ................ 1 2 

J. W. Singleton, 1st base ............... 1 3 

A. P. Miller, 2nd base ................... 1 4 

H. S. Wilson, 3rd base .................. 1 4 

J. F. Miller, short stop ................... 2 3 

J. T. Singleton, right field ............. 1 3 

J. A. G. Reynolds, center field ...... 0 4 

J. T. King, left field ....................... 2 3 

 The Little Giants play ball, and the club that beats them will 

not do it by playing “hoodoo.” 

 

August 11, 1892 (Vol. VI, No. 24) 
- The Great Parisian Show which gave a performance at Ava 

last week was a tame affair.  There was a good attendance, 

but the proceeds were not sufficient to pay back bills and 

expenses.  The show went to Mansfield from this place, 

where they failed to draw a crowd and the employees struck 

for their pay.  The numerous creditors proceeded to secure 

their claims by attaching the tent, wagons and horses, and if 

the proprietors don‟t shortly secure a loan sufficient to pay 

off the indebtedness of the concern it will be a complete 

wreck. 

- S. S. Kirkham made a trip to Memphis this week to secure 

the iron for the front of the new Reynolds building. 

- A. M. Ellmore, of the firm of Curnutt & Ellmore, has sold 

his interest in the firm to his brother Joe.  The business will 

continue under the old name. 

- The old picnic and base ball ground one mile west of town, 

known as the Kelton place, has been secured for the 

republican rally the last part of this month. 

- Jack Yates, a prominent citizen of Jackson township, is 

reported to have eloped with the wife of John King, of the 

same township.  When last seen they were both riding one 

horse in the direction of Norwood. 

- There will be an old soldier‟s reunion at Jess Hall‟s, on the 

Jacksonport and Springfield road, 2 miles north-west of 

Little Beaver, in Buchanan township, on Thursday, Friday, 

and Saturday, September 1st, 2nd, and 3rd. 

- Marriage licenses: 

John L. Keller and Ida B. Smith of Silverton 

Jas. F. Ryan and Sarah E. Woolsey of Norwood 

Jackson A. Williams and Mary A. Brazeal of Beaver 

 

August 18, 1892 (Vol. VI, No. 25) 
- Died--R. J. Rowland, of Buckhart, on Friday, August 12. 

- John Murray, brother of Dr. Murray, of this city, has located 

at Ava, and will become a student in the law office of A. C. 

Kice. 

- Chas. Meeker is receiving the material for a new dwelling 

house which he will erect on his lot north of the blacksmith 

shop. 

- Contractor Kirkham reports that he will be ready for the 

brick masons to commence laving the wall of the new 

Reynolds block next Monday. 

- Lewis Holman, of Walls township, was in town on 

Wednesday.  Mr. Holman informs us that he has moved his 

saw mill from Boone township to a point 1 2 miles below the 

old Price mill on Rippee creek, in Walls township. 

- The opening of the Ava Normal, which was announced for 

the 15th, has been postponed by reason of the falling of a 

part of the plastering on the ceiling of the school house.  The 

damage will be repaired as soon as possible, probably in time 

for the school to commence about Sept. 1. 

- We want all the peach pits we can get by Oct. 1.  J. C. 

Trowbridge & Sons. 

- Esquire Jno. Snyder is having a well drilled on the  old 

school house lot east of the church and will refit the old 

school house for use as a boarding house for students. 

- O. S. Heath, who has been working at the jewelry 

establishment of J. A. Spurlock for the past two or three 

months, left our city on Thursday for parts unknown.  He had 
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been stopping at the Hotel Platta and left in such a hurry that 

he forgot to settle his board bill. 

 

August 25, 1892 (Vol. VI, No. 26) 
- Mountain Grove thought they could play ball, play ball, play 

ball; 

So they blowed, and they crowed; they bluffed, and they 

cuffed, and they puffed. 

But suddenly concluded it policy to bawl, to bawl, to bawl. 

Enough! 

Enough! 

Enough! 

Enough!-‟nuff‟!-nff!-nff!-ff!-f! 

- Boarders Wanted.  Students desiring board would do well to 

call on Mrs. Mary Denny before going elsewhere. 

- T. A. Kay and Andy Wilson passed through Ava with a 

drove of sheep Saturday. 

- The band boys tried their new band wagon Sunday and 

rendered some excellent music, which reflects much credit 

on themselves and also on their instructor, Prof. Meeks, who 

has been with them but a short time. 

- At a picnic on Williams Hollow Saturday last, the Arno and 

Arden base ball teams had a very interesting game, which 

was stopped by rain at the end of the seventh inning, with the 

score in favor of the Arden boys. 

- Sheriff Klineline has sold his interest in the saloon to H. M. 

Miller, who now becomes sole owner.  Henry will move 

back to the farm at the expiration of his term of office. 

- A large number of Spring Creek‟ citizens were in Ava on 

Saturday attending the trial of Schoolmaster Warden charged 

with an assault on Joseph Walker‟s son.  The case was tried 

before Esquire Snyder, and resulted in a verdict of not guilty. 

- From Little Beaver.  Married--On August 14th, Wess Dennis 

and one of Christian county‟s fair daughters, Miss Butler.  

The carpenters are getting along splendidly with the new 

school building in this (Cross Hollows) district.  Died--On 

August 12th, James Walker, son of L. L. Walker, of malarial 

fever. 

- We are experiencing a genuine building boom; not of the 

mushroom variety, but a sound, healthy and enduring 

growth.  Horace Curnutt‟s house, in the south east part of 

town, is almost completed and will soon be ready for 

occupancy; Curnutt & Elmore are receiving the lumber for 

an addition to their grocery and hardware store; Reynolds‟ 

big brick is being pushed, and the firm will soon enjoy the 

distinction of occupying the only brick building in the 

county; Jim Martin is making arrangements to build an 

addition to his livery stable; Frank Dewhirst is erecting a 

neat and commodious dwelling house in the north part of 

town; Contractor Kirkham is having the ground broke for a 

new dwelling in the south part; L. O. Hailey is making some 

improvements on his residence property in the building line; 

the tannery company will soon begin work on an addition to 

their buildings, and James Hailey is receiving the lumber for 

his new dwelling, south of the Hotel. 

 

September 1, 1892 (Vol. VI, No. 27) 
- From Dogwood.  Jas. Brisendine, one of Webster county‟s 

enterprising men, has located his saw mill one-quarter mile 

east of Dogwood.  The Fairview school has commenced with 

Miss Silvey as teacher.  Dogwood school is progressing 

nicely.  Quite a number from this place visited the Trotter 

cave in Christian county last Sunday. 

- Marriage licenses. 

Robert Thompson and Nancy J. Keener, Richville. 

Sam. E. Turner and Mary A. Bean, Arno. 

Ulyssus S. Swearingin and Keturah Stillings, Arden 

James Walker and Lucinda Stillings, Arden 

Jesse Medley and Nancy L. Boone, Silverton. 

- The brick masons are at work on the new Reynolds block. 

- Esquire Snyder is having the old school house remodeled 

into a dwelling house. 

- Dave Davis, the champion watermelon raiser of Douglas 

county, was in town last week with a load of the finest 

melons of the season. 

- Dissolution Notice.  Wright Tanning and Manufacturing 

Company. 

 

September 8, 1892 (Vol. 28) 
- Billy Hancock, the next sheriff of Douglas county, was in 

Ava on Wednesday. 

- Bud Payne, who was cut by W. F. Hargrove at the base ball 

grounds near Ava on the 3rd of July last, has sufficiently 

recovered to appear on our streets. 

- Mrs. C. A. Musick will leave for St. Louis the first of next 

week to attend the Woman‟s medical College at that place.  

She has attended this institution two years and expects to 

complete the course this session. 

- Married--Reynolds--Curnutt.  At the residence of the bride‟s 

parents in Ava, Mo on Sunday evening, Sept 4 1892, Mr. J. 

A. G. Reynolds and Miss Leota Curnutt, both of this place.  

Esquire Snyder officiating.  “Jiz” as the groom is familiarly 

known, being a clerk in J. A. G. Reynolds & Sons‟ 

merchandise emporium, and the present republican candidate 

for county treasurer.  The bride is a daughter of Ex-County 

Clerk J. M. Curnutt. 

- The scaffold on which the brick masons were at work on the 

Reynolds building gave way Tuesday morning, and came 

down with a crash that rivaled that of the proverbial 

“thousand of bricks.”  Fortunately, no one was hurt, but 
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several of the masons had to resort to the instinctive climbing 

predilections of Darwin‟s original dad. 

- The old soldier‟s reunion and picnic at Jesse Hall‟s in 

Buchanan township, last week was well attended. 

- Marriage licenses. 

William Sullivan and Martha F. Davis, Ava 

W. M. Newbery and Sarah Wilson, Ava 

Richard Grimes and Matilda Sutherland, Mt. Grove 

J. A. G. Reynolds and Leota Curnutt, Ava 

Jno. A. Gentry and Sarah Adams, Roy 

 

September 15, 1892 (Vol. VI, No. 29) 
- The Methodists are holding a protracted meeting in Brown‟s 

cave, on Bryant. 

- The walls to the new Reynolds building were completed on 

Thursday. 

- C. W. Meeker is having a well drilled at his new residence 

near the roller mill. 

- Curnutt & Elmore are rapidly completing the addition to 

their business house on the north side of the square. 

- Cold Springs Clippings.  J. S. Upshaw, who has been 

engaged in the mercantile business near Cold Springs, is now 

closing out his stock of goods. 

- Sheriff Mahan, of Ozark county, came to town early 

Wednesday morning with a democratic “nigger” in custody 

on a charge of horse stealing.  The horse was stolen near 

Mountain Home, Arkansas, and the colored man was taking 

it north on the Ava and Gainesville road when he was 

overtaken by the sheriff and posse at Squire Roberts‟ place, a 

mile south of town.  He got to Roberts‟ place some time in 

the night and went to the stable and fed the horse and went to 

sleep in the oats bin.  When the sheriff and party came up he 

ran out of the stable and started across a field.  The sheriff‟s 

party opened fire and he fell down in the weeds as though he 

was shot, but when the officers came up and slipped the irons 

on him they found that he was uninjured.  The officers 

started on the return trip Wednesday morning and the 

chances are that the culprit will never see trial by a jury. 

- Lewis Davenport has made application for a saloon license 

and claims to have secured the necessary number of signers 

to the petition.  Several of our citizens are talking of 

circulating a counter position against the granting of the 

license. 

- A Bad Accident.  On Saturday last as Jno. Williams of Olive 

Springs, and a part of friends were returning home from this 

place Williams met with an accident which cost him his life.  

When the party reached a point about three miles south of 

town, on the Gainesville road, Williams and one of his 

companions engaged in a running race to test the speed of 

their horses.  Williams‟ horse became unmanageable and left 

the road, going among the trees which lined the roadside.  

Williams was thrown off against a tree with sufficient force 

to fracture his skull and crush in the left side of his chest, 

resulting in immediate death. 

- Marriage Licenses. 

Wm. Sullivan and Martha F. Davis, Ava; 

Wm. M. Newberry and Sarah Wilson, Ava; 

Richard Grimes and Matilda Sutherland, Mt. Grove. 

Jno. A. Gentry and Sarah Adams, Roy 

Geo. M. Raney and Ellie Christian, Norwood. 

 

September 22, 1892 (Vol. VI, No. 30) 

- H. M. Miller & Son are putting in a stock of furniture at the 

old Miller Bros. stand. 

- Contractor Kirkham is putting the iron roofing in place on 

the new Reynolds block. 

- Judge Hailey has commenced the foundation for a new 

dwelling house south of the Hailey Hotel. 

- A. M. Elmore has sold his residence property to Frank 

Curnutt and moved his family to their homestead in Cass 

township, this week. 

- For Sale--Two good residence lots west of the school house 

in Ava.  These lots are conveniently located and will be sold 

at a bargain.  Enquire at this office. 

- Marriage licenses: 

Patrick Oherin and Ella Freeman, Mansfield 

Jno. D. Griffith and Mary E. Bunch, Vera Cruz 

James Burchell and Mary James, Ava; 

Samuel Knight and Lucy Ann Lacy, Buckhart. 

 

September 29, 1892 (Vol. VI, No. 31) 
- Ava has a new hotel, “The Douglas House.” Jno. Snyder 

proprietor. 

- The grand jury failed to indict in the case of the state vs. 

Holstein for the killing of Joe Potter. 

- Several divorces granted this week but no marriage licenses 

issued by Circuit Clerk Hartin.  Whither are we drifting? 

 

October 6, 1892 (Vol. VI, No. 32) 
- The Hailey Hotel has closed its doors, and its proprietor 

James Hailey, will now retire after many years of active life.  

The Hailey Hotel is the oldest in Ava, and the old fashioned 

cheer of its comforts will be missed by its many patrons. 

- The Ava Normal is prospering beyond all expectations.  The 

present attendance is 160, and the numerous enquiries from 

neighboring counties concerning the school indicate a much 

larger attendance for next term.  Esquire Synder, who 

purchased the old school house property, has fitted it up for a 

student hotel and will accommodate students from a distance 

at reasonable rates. 
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- The boys of Ava are suffering from an epidemic of foot 

racing. 

- The Democrats have put a county ticket in the field.  

Wheelers please take notice. 

- Prof. Kay has purchased the Will Miller farm south of town; 

consideration $1,500. 

- Judge Hailey is raising his new dwelling house this week. 

- During the past two weeks Circuit Clerk Hartin issued one 

marriage license.  The lucky pair were Wm. Sallivan and 

Martha F. Davis of Ava 

- The following named gentlemen compose the county 

democratic ticket: Representative, M. C. Reynolds; Sheriff, 

T. C. Barnaby; Collector, W. B. C. Zion; Assessor, J. W. 

Irwin; Eastern Judge, R. A. McCrury; Western Judge, W. A. 

Meritt; Treasurer, S. S. Roberts; Surveyor, Dan Woods.  The 

tick is a good one, composed of straight democrats, well 

known throughout the county and could poll the full strength 

of the party.  We do not predict its election, but do claim that 

the candidates that get more votes than the leading names on 

the democratic ticket will be elected. 

 

October 13, 1892 (Vol. VI, No. 33) 
- J. W. Murray was admitted to the bar last week and is now a 

full-fledged lawyer.  He took the stump Monday for Weaver 

and Fields and populist candidates of Douglas County.--

[Farm Record]. 

  Four weeks hence and he will be the most repentant sinner 

that ever bent the suppliant hinges of the knee before the 

Goddess of mercy. 

- John Miller is hauling lumber for the erection of a new 

residence on his property northwest of town. 

- Contractor Fry has just completed the election booths, thirty-

two in number, which will soon be distributed to the 

respective voting precincts of the county. 

- S. S. Potter has started a restaurant in the Harper property, 

northeast corner of the square, where he will be pleased to 

serve the hungry with the best the market affords. 

- Dogwood Items.  Married--at the bride‟s residence near 

Arno, George Meyer and Miss Howard.  Robert Wagner of 

Centre county, Pa., has come to live with his son Squire 

Wagner.  He is 82 years old; quite a trip for such an old man.  

He seems well pleased with the country.  The Tramble & 

Minter saw mill is now running again.  Their mill is located 

one mile south west of Dogwood. 

- Photographer Glass, accompanied by the local editor of the 

Farm Record, made a business trip to the western part of the 

county last Saturday.  While absent he took likenesses of the 

Arno, Mt. Tabor, and Roy schools. 

- Henry Haughey had a brief but decisive encounter with 

mother earth Saturday night, in which the former was 

Corbettized in the first round.  Henry lost a section of his 

lower lip, but is still in the swim.  When you have a 

difference with terra firma, look for a soft place in which to 

adjust matters. 

- There should be a concerted move made to seat the church.  

The present dilapidated condition of that building is a 

disgrace to the community.  There is some money already on 

hand, and we believe any move made to raise the remainder 

would meet with generous support.  Now let some one with 

more leisure than anything else start the ball rolling. 

 

October 20, 1892 (Vol. VI, No. 34) 
- Reynolds‟ new brick building will soon be ready for the plate 

glass front. 

- Reynolds‟ removing sale will commence next Saturday. 

- Mr. Fortune, the jeweler, went to Ozark county the first of 

the week. 

- Marriage licenses. 

Wm. F. Hartley and Mary F. Denney, Arno 

Thos. J. Hartley and Martha C. Gentry, Arden 

Jesse Chapman and Sarah Morris, Ava. 

Hiram B. Prock and Lizzie Parnell, Almartha 

- Joel and Lem. Turner brought in a load of fresh fish from 

White river Tuesday for the Ava market. 

- W. F. Hargrove has sold his blacksmith shop to Lum Snow, 

of Arno, who will move to Ava shortly and take charge of 

the shop. 

- James Martin is getting material for an addition to his livery 

stable; his present accommodations not being adequate to 

meet his rapidly growing business. 

- Capt. Lock Alsup, of Cass township, is reported to be 

suffering from blood poisoning.  He bled himself with an old 

fashioned spring lance, and is suffering the consequence. 

- The fertile hills and valleys of old Douglas county seem to be 

attracting their full share of the fall immigration to Southwest 

Missouri.  Wagon loads of land buyers and prospectors are 

with us every day. 

- The ballot under the new election law is of such size as to 

require a much larger ballot box than heretofore in use for 

that purpose.  The constable of the respective townships 

should be on the lookout for a box for that purpose about the 

size of the common cracker box. 

 

October 21, 1892 (Vol. VI, No. 35) 
- Highest cash price paid for hides, furs, and game of all kind.  

Harper‟s old stand, northeast corner square. 

- The citizens of the eastern part of this county will have an 

opportunity to post themselves on the political situation in 

the nation by attending the meeting at Buckhart on Thursday, 

November 3.  Be sure and attend. 
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- From King Kass.  The farmers of Cass township are about 

through sowing wheat; the acreage is larger than usual.  We 

have about three-fourths of a corn crop.  The wheat, potato, 

and apple crops were also light.  The political fever in the 

ranks of the seven come eleven party in the south west part 

of Cass township is so high that some of their high privates 

in the rear ranks have left their families at home and took the 

stump in behalf of their dear party.  They are of so small a 

caliber that they can only do light bushwhacking.  We can‟t 

blame them; they see they have to die an ignominious death 

and have a multitude of sins to answer for. 

- Obituary.  Mrs. Susan E. Hunt, wife of B. S. Hunt, of Roy, 

died Saturday, October 1, after a lingering illness.  The 

deceased was born in Bourbon County, Ky., June 6, 1833, 

and grew to womanhood there.  She was married at 

Covington, Indiana, April 12, 1866, to B. S. Hunt.  She 

leaves a husband and three children to mourn her loss. 

 

November 3, 1892 (Vol. VI, No. 36) 
- Died--Martha Silvey, of Ava, at the residence of Jackson 

Silvey, in Washington township. 

- Vote your ticket straight and the victory is ours. 

- Little Beaver.  Mrs. G. W. Witty presented her husband with 

an eight-pound boy last week. 

 

November 10, 1892 (Vol. VI, No. 37) 
- Irving King has sold his property north of town to Musser, 

the abstractor. 

- Mrs. Mary A. Denney has sold the property known as the 

Foote place to Mr. Roby.  Consideration $300. 

- F. E. Adams is refurnishing and fitting up the old Hopper 

property southwest of town for a residence. 

- Parties from Wright county are talking of starting a racket 

store at this place in the G.A.R. building. 

- G. W. Bowdry has opened up a meat market in the Lee 

property, southwest corner square. 

- Died--Carlton Coats, son of R. S. and Eliza Coats, of Cass 

township, of catarrhal affection.  Aged 5 years. 

- J. N. Steele, local editor of the Farm Record, has severed his 

connection with that paper and will return to Kansas. 

- Treasurer Reynolds, Whoop! big Injun us.  Nightmare Platt.  

Peace to his ashes. 

- Ex-Collector Norman.  Yum, yum, yum.  Collector 

Singleton, Yum, yumer, yumest. 

- J. Ivy Bradley has finished a four month‟s term of school in 

Washington township, and has now returned to his old 

position in the Farm Record office. 

- It is expected that the Ava post office will be seeking a new 

post master about March 4, 1893.  The democratic 

administration will hardly find a better one than the present 

incumbent.  But then the democrats don‟t go much on any 

qualification other than bourbonish. 

- The present seating capacity of the church is not what it 

should be, and an active soliciting committee to secure funds 

to pay for new pews or chairs would be in order. 

 

November 17, 1892 (Vol. VI, No. 38) 
- Prof. Glass, the photographer, is erecting a dwelling house in 

the west part of town. 

- Jim Roby, formerly of Springfield, is running a blacksmith 

shop at the old Wilson stand. 

- This issue of the Herald contains a table of the vote by 

townships which will be handy for reference as it shows 

what the republicans of old Douglas can do when they are 

united. 

- The democrats of Ava and vicinity painted the town red last 

Saturday night in expressing joy over Grover‟s election. 

 

November 24, 1892 (Vol. VI, No. 39) 
- The steady growth of Ava during the past four years is a 

good indication of the general prosperity of Douglas county.  

Ava is not a boom town, but its rapid increase in population 

and growing volume of business is the natural result of the 

improvement of the surrounding county.  An investment in 

town property made four years ago would have paid the 

investor 300 per cent on his investment.  Lots that could have 

been purchased at that time for $10, $25, and $50, are now a 

ready sale at $40, $75, and $150, and are still rapidly 

advancing in value with a continually increasing demand.  

Ava has passed the temporary stage and style of western 

towns, and the improvements now being made and proposed 

are of a solid and permanent character.  Reynolds & Co‟s 

new brick, now nearly completed, is simply the forerunner of 

several other brick and store buildings, which will shortly be 

erected around the public square.  Anyone investing in Ava 

town property at the present prices will surely find it a 

profitable venture.  The Douglas County Normal School 

comes in for a large share of credit, as an attraction in 

securing new citizens, who come here for the purpose of 

educating their children at that institution.  They 

businessmen of Ava should assist every new enterprise 

which offers to locate here; but especially is it to their 

interest to encourage in every way possible the development 

of the Normal.  A few dollars expended in its support will 

return a hundred fold profit in the increase of business. 

- Attention is called to the ad of the Bank of Ava showing 

changes in the management.  Its new officers are as follows: 

President, M. C. Reynolds; Vice Presidents, W. J. Turner and 

J. M. Adams; Cashier, F. E. Adams.  A better selection of 

officers could hardly be made in this city or county. 
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- A. J. Shelton made final proof on his homestead before 

Judge Spurlock Monday. 

- The Masonic lodge of this place met Saturday night for the 

first time in several months. 

- Wm. W. Clark has sold his residence property in the west 

part of town to D. R. Riggs.  Consideration $1,400.  Mr. 

Riggs will shortly become a resident of Ava. 

- Arno School Report.  For the month ending Nov. 18, 1892.  

No. of pupils enrolled, male 16, female, 28, total 44.  Honor 

roll--the following are the names of pupils neither absent nor 

tardy during the month and whose scholarship average ninety 

percent or more: Hattie Grube, Ida Hartley, Tina Hamilton, 

Ota Hartley, Sophia Fakes, Louie Hartley, Belle 

Clinkingbeard, Etta Frakes, Mary Hartley, Eva Watters, 

Everett Clinkingbeard, Frank Turner, James Hamilton, 

Walter Frakes, Ora Clinkingbeard, Emmet Frakes, and Fred 

Watters. 

Chas. H. Duckett, Teacher 

Calvin T. Grube, Dist. Clerk 

- The report concerning the closing of the Hotel Platta is a 

mistake.  We make this correction in justice to the 

proprietress, Mrs. L. M. Platt. 

- J. K. Reed has sold a portion of his 80 acre tract of land 

adjoining town to Mr. Sells, of Spring Creek township.  Mr. 

Sells proposes to improve the property by the erection of a 

dwelling house and an establishment for the manufacture of 

brooms. 

- R. A. Kennedy, of Washington township, has purchased 

property in the Clark addition, west side of town, and expects 

to become a resident of our city shortly. 

- John H. Payne, formerly a resident of this place, is now 

located at Tecumseh, I. T., and is at present engaged in the 

Rock Island R. R. survey. 

- The blind tiger needs attention.  Our county court has issued 

license for the lawful sale of intoxicants, and the parties that 

have paid for that privilege are certainly entitled to 

protection.  The license law may be morally wrong, but it is 

the duty of our county officers to enforce it so long as it 

remains a law.  Squelch the tiger. 

 

December 1, 1892 (Vol. VI, No. 40) 
- {Village Ordinances 6, 7, 10, 11 printed in paper} 

- Highest cash price paid for hides, furs, and game of all kind.  

Harper‟s old stand, northeast corner square. 

- Henry Sparks, of Walls township, was in town Tuesday 

making arrangements for final proof on his homestead. 

- Isaac Fleetwood, of Jackson township, was before Judge 

Spurlock Tuesday making final proof on his homestead. 

- J. W. Singleton has been improving his place south of town 

with a lot of new fencing. 

- The board of trustees have been busily engaged during the 

past week revising the village ordinances.  The results appear 

in this week‟s issue of the Herald and the Farm Record. 

- Miller and Reynolds are having the 30-acre tract of land 

south of town laid off in town lots as an addition to the 

village of Ava. 

- Joel Clinkingbeard of Benton township has rented the Hailey 

House and will continue the hotel business at that place.  Joel 

is a democrat and will hold the regular patrons of the house. 

- Wm. Clark has purchased the old Kelton farm west of town 

from W. C. Kelton of Norwood, consideration $375.  The 

tract above mentioned joins the Robert Wilson place also 

owned by Mr. Clark, making altogether 120 acres. 

- Sheriff-elect Wm. Hancock has purchased the Andy 

Pennington property east of the Douglas House, from E. D. 

Pennington and will soon be living at home.  Consideration, 

$400. 

- Ava is soon to have a new marshal.  There are several 

applicants for the position.  Constable Moses Hailey is first 

on the docket and will probably secure the appointment. 

- Marriage Licenses: 

John D. Crabtree and Sarah A. Marries, Ava. 

James Sloan and Mary Coble, Phlegton. 

John Tucker and Leona Plaster, Squires. 

James Willis and Elizabeth Horner, Arden. 

James Phillips and Margaret E. Conner, Beaver 

Larkin E. Brown and Nannie Campbell, Rome. 

Henry Miller and Amanda Farmer, Norwood 

M. J. C. A. Ephine and Mary Nicks, Buckhart 

W. J. Morrison and Bertha L. Harless, Red Bank 

Thadeus N. Smallwood and Ida E. Stevenson, Ottomer. 

- Born--to the wife of Jim Miller, a boy, on Thursday last. 

 

December 8, 1892 (Vol. VI, No. 41) 
- Jno. F. Miller sold the Werrel farm south of Ava, last week 

to a party from the north part of the state, consideration $800. 

- M. C. Reynolds & Co. are busily engaged this week taking 

an inventory of their stock of merchandise and moving to 

their new store building. 

- As will be seen elsewhere in this issue, the Hotel Platta is to 

be closed.  The furniture and fixtures of the hotel are 

advertised to be sold on Saturday, December 17. 

- Thomas A. Kay, business manager of the Douglas County 

Normal has ordered a lot of catalogues for the school.  The 

unexpected large demand has exhausted the supply on hand, 

and the numerous calls for them through the mail compels 

Mr. Kay to secure a new supply. 

- A regular meeting of the board of town trustees was held 

Monday night.  Moses Hailey was appointed city marshal 

and collector. 
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- The “Tiger” flourisheth like a green bay tree; it springeth up 

like a toad stool, and hangeth on like a calamity howler; you 

droppeth a nickle (or so much thereof as you happen to 

possess) in the slot; it is answered by a suppressed growl of 

the stripped carnivora, and is followed by an allowance of 

bad corn juice highly seasoned with decayed and decaying 

buckeyes, and you proceedeth on your way to paint the town 

in a rich carmine hue, hastily decorated in an affluence of 

poor English and punctuated with language not found in the 

average volumes of good morals, etc., etc. 

- Dogwood Items.  The Dogwood school closed on the 18th 

ult. with an entertainment in the evening.  Everybody 

enjoyed the exercises hugely.  The teacher, Miss Sadie 

Stevenson, was highly respected and loved by the entire 

community.  This was her fourth term at this place.  She has 

returned to her home at Henderson.  Miss Dora Meyer has 

taken a homestead near the Fairview school house. 

- Jno. F. Miller sold the Worrel farm, south of Ava, last week 

to a party from the north part of the state, consideration $800. 

- Andy Miller has recovered from his recent illness, and is 

again in charge of his grocery store. 

- Persons violating any of the village ordinances may expect to 

be prosecuted.  “A new broom sweeps clean,” and our new 

town marshal will give all violations of the ordinances close 

attention. 

- That a number of our Romeos and Juliets think marriage not 

a failure is attested in the following list of marriage licenses 

issued by Clerk Hartin the past week: 

August Mitchell and Flora Z. Cash, Ottomer. 

Walter A. McMahan and Nancy A. Harless, Arno; 

Geo. W. Ticher and Ibbie L. Foster, Cold Springs; 

Henry James and Liddlie J. Turner, Girdner; 

Fred E. Stokes, and Oro M. Sagerser, Johns Mill 

- The Herald hasn‟t changed quarters or discontinued, we just 

washed the windows, “only that and nothing more.”  Our 

contemporary still lurks in the dark, the only rays of sunshine 

that find their way into that dismal abode creep through the 

port holes formed by cob webs and dead, dying and 

discouraged cock roaches. 

 

December 15, 1892 (Vol. VI, No. 42) 
- Arno School Report.  Included among the students listed as 

neither being absent nor tardy during the month and whose 

scholarship average ninety per cent or more were: Hattie 

Grube, Meliss Turner, Ota Hartley, Cora Tooley, Sophia 

Frakes, Louie Hartley, Belle, Vina, Everett, Ora and James 

Clinkingbeard, Etta Frakes, Eva Watters, Bertha Turner, 

Anna Robinson, Frank Turner, James Hamilton, Walter 

Frakes, Frank Hartley, Emmet Frakes, Monroe Watters, 

Andrew Hartley, Fred Watters, and Marion Hartley.  Chas. 

H. Duckett, Teacher.  No. of pupils enrolled, male 16, female 

28, total 44. 

- Village Collector Moses Hailey is busy this week collecting 

the village tax.  Parties having taxes to pay will do well to 

pay them before the penalty of one per cent is added. 

- The muddy and almost impassable condition of our streets 

has raised the question of sidewalks.  The time has 

undoubtedly arrived when they are a necessity.  Would it not 

be a move in the right direction for th board of trustees to 

order the necessary repairs and new walks where most 

needed? 

- The Hotel Platta closed its doors to the public last Saturday.  

Mr. and Mrs. Platt will occupy the upstairs of the building as 

a residence.  A. P. Miller will move his stock of groceries 

into the lower floor. 

- Public Sale: having concluded to close the hotel, I will sell at 

public sale at the front door of the Platta House on Saturday, 

December 17, 1892, the following described property: 5 

bedsteads with mattresses and springs, 2 wash stands, one 

extension table, 2 kitchen tables, 2 dozen chairs, 1 gasoline 

stove, 1 parlor cook stove, and 1 heating stove, lamps, 

dishes, and many other household articles., Mrs. L.M. Platt. 

- Ad: XMAS, J.A. Spurlock, Holiday Headquarters, G.A.R. 

Building, Ava. MO. 

- Ad: A. C. Kice, Attorney-at-Law, Ava, Mo. 

- Ad: Singleton House, Martin Singleton, Ava, Mo. 

- Ad: A. R. Turner, Notary Public, Rome, Mo. 

- Ad: Bradleyville Normal School, Chartered by the Secretary 

of State, December 14, 1891. R.E. Morris, Principal. 

- Ad: E. D. Pennington & Co., South side of square, Ava. 

- Ad: F. E. Adams, Attorney-at-law, Office with the Bank of 

Ava. 

- Ad: A. B. Head, Attorney at law, office in front room over 

Miller Bro‟s store. 

- Ad: J. H. Murray, M. D., office on south side of square, Ava, 

Mo. 

- Ad: M. H. Osborne, M. D., Physician and Surgeon, Roy, Mo. 

- Ad: Farnsworth & Clarke, Attorneys at law, Ava, Mo. 

- Ad: Henry H. Bain, Justice of the Peace, Bryant, Mo 

- Ad: L .O. Hailey, Attorney-at-law, Ava, Mo. 

- Ad: Murray‟s Drug Store, South side of square. 

- Ad: Tyler & Leroy Lumber Mills, Buckhart, Mo. 

- Ad: Decker & Beldon Lumber Mills, Mill 2 miles east of 

Vera Cruz. 

- Ad: Contractor and Builder, Jno. Fry, successor to A. E. 

King. 

- Ad: Bank of Ava; M. C. Reynolds, president; F. E. Adams, 

Cashier; W. J. Turner and J. M. Adams, Vice Presidents. 

- Ad: Douglas County Nursery, I. C. Trowbridge & Son, Vera 

Cruz. 
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- Dissolution of Copartnership: Notice is hereby given that the 

copartnership composed of M.C. Reynolds of Ava, and J.D. 

Reynolds of Mansfield heretofore doing a general 

merchandise business at Ava under the firm name of J.A.G. 

Reynolds & Son, has been dissolved this day by mutual 

consent; that the business of said copartnership will be 

continued at Ava, MO under the firm name of M.C. 

Reynolds & Co, and J.D. Reynolds, that said copartnership 

of M.C. Reynolds & Co. will assume all the liabilities of the 

old copartnership of J.A.G. Reynolds & Son and will collect 

all accounts due the same. 

- J. A. Spurlock has moved his stock of jewelry to the Osborne 

building, under the G.A.R. hall, and has added a millinery 

department to his business.  His new location is well adapted 

to the business, and will give him more room than at the old 

stand. John is a rustler and sells goods on the “quick sales 

and small profit” basis. 

- J. T. Davis hasn‟t the promise of a post office; it‟s a new girl 

at his house that causes that unusual smile. 

- Died--On Thursday, December 8, 1892, Sarah Fletcher, at 

the home of her mother, Mrs. Aaron Fletcher, of this 

township.  Aged 16 years. 

- Died--The infant child of Mr. and Mrs. Wm. Hancock, of 

this place, on Monday, December 12; aged six weeks. The 

little sufferer was seized with a sudden attack of the croup. 

 

December 22, 1892 (Vol. VI, No. 43) 
- Rev. J. Piland of Ozark County moved into the Denney 

property last Saturday. 

- The firm of Curnutt & Elmore have traded their grocery 

business and propert on the north side of the square to Cyrus 

Bradshal of Findley township.  Mr. Bradshaw put in his farm 

in Findley township as a part of the consideration. 

- The old firm of J. A. G. Reynolds & Son has dissolved.  It 

has been one of the most successful business houses of the 

southwest.  The business will be continued under the name of 

M. C. Reynolds & Co.  The new firm will be composed of 

M. C. Reynolds, J. D. Reynolds, W. F. Reynolds, and J. A. 

G. Reynolds, Jr. 

- Jasper Kinder, the blind musician, will give an entertainment 

at the Court House tonight, which all should patronize.  The 

entertainment will be first class and none can afford to miss 

it as the price of admission is but a trifle. 

- What the Ava P.O. Pays--We are indebted to Post Master 

J.T. Hailey for the statistics that show the salary of the post 

master for the fiscal year 1888-89 and 1891-92: 1888-89, 

M.C. Reynolds, P.M. $299.95; 1891-92, J.T. Hailey, P.M. 

$516.47. 

- Died--Snyder--Mrs. Emily Snyder, wife of Jno. Snyder, of 

Ava, on Sunday, December 18, 1892 of typhoid fever, Aged 

41 years.  The remains were laid to rest in the Ava cemetery. 

- The new establishment of M. C. Reynolds & Co. have the 

finest display of merchandise in Southwest Missouri outside 

of Springfield.  Their line of holiday goods is unexcelled. 

- J. T. Davis invaded our holy of holies last Friday with blood 

in his eye and a bomb up his sleeve.  The cause of this 

unusual commotion was our error in regard to the gender of 

the young czar at his home.  It is of the masculine gender, 

first person, and is a howling republican. 

- Circuit Clerk Hartin issued marriage licenses to the 

following parties the past week: 

Robert Bell and Sarah Arnett, Rockbridge 

John Driskell and Hannah E. Yates, Rockbridge 

Enoch Bean and Adda I. Turner, Arno; 

Samuel Chapman and Darthula Simmons, Silverton 

Levi W. Julian and Linnie L Duvall, Arden 

 

December 29, 1892 (Vol. VI, No. 44) 
- Dr. F.V. Baldwin has rented the Wheat property on the north 

side of the square, and will fit it up as an office. 

- The negotiations for a transfer of the grocery business of 

Curnutt & Elmore to Mr. Bradshaw of Findley township, are 

reported to have failed, and the present indications are that 

the business will be conducted by the old firm. 

- J.C. Mency is at his old position in charge of the Ava Roller 

Mill during the absence of its present proprietors. 

- Contractor Kirkham and Jno. Fry are fitting up the building 

lately occupied by the Hotel Platta for the grocery business 

of A. P. Miller. 

- Ava‟s “blind tiger” has disappeared.  Marshal Hailey made 

the climate too warm for the animal, and he bundled up his 

stock in trade and hid himself away to a more congenial 

climate.  His shell was pierced by a keen cutting auger in the 

hands of the town marshal and his identity was made plain, 

and fearing the anger of the city fathers and the restraint of 

the calaboose, he fled to his native wilds. 

- Ava‟s Christmas festivities were limited, most of our citizens 

spending the day quietly at their residences.  The only public 

entertainment being the Christmas tree at the Court House, 

which was very well attended.  The tree was heavily loaded 

with presents and presented a beautiful appearance.  Sheriff 

Klineline acted as Santa Claus much to the amusement of the 

younger portion of the audience. 

- John Nichols, of Jackson township was in the city on 

Wednesday, and reports that Uncle Sam has established a 

new post office on the Martin farm, on Bryant, to be known 

by the name of Rippee.  The new post master, Mr. Vecey, is 
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a democrat and will not be in danger of losing his official 

head after the 4th of March. 

- Another new post office has just been established in Clinton 

township, with J. M. Johnston as post master.  This time it is 

Vanzant, the site of Barker & Johnston‟s new store.  The 

boys have a blacksmith and wagon shop, and are putting in a 

saw mill and grist mill, also. 

- Marriage licenses were issued to the following parties the 

past week: 

John H. Lutrell and Allie Fleming, Almartha; 

Justice N. Stewart and Julia f. Thompson, Almartha; 

James Williams and Kitty Clements, Smallett; 

David Kellicut and Rachel Fugate, Vera Curz; 

James M. Martin and Mary J. Curnutt, Ava. 

- Obituary--Musser, On Wednesday, December 22, 1892, Mrs. 

Luella Hurst, wife of Caleb Musser, of Ava.  She left Ava to 

visit her mother in Springfield on the 21st inst., and died of 

hemorrhage of the lungs on the 22nd surrounded by relatives 

and friends. 

 

January 5, 1893 (Vol. VI, No. 45) 
- Miss Bessie Martin gave a charade party at the Martin 

residence on last Thursday night. 

- Died--On Saturday, December 31, 1892, Mrs. William Clark, 

of Ava, of intermittent fever, after a protracted illness of 

several weeks. 

- S. S. Potter and family have left Ava for Mansfield.  Steve 

found business too exciting under the administration of 

Marshal Hailey. 

- The contest for the post office in this place has a great 

resemblance to the trouble between the Kilkenney cats, the 

only difference being in the number of Sir Thomases 

participating. 

- The new year 1893 was ushered in very quietly at Ava with 

the exception that the inhabitants of the town were notified of 

the arrival by the ringing of the school house bell. 

- Several new business houses will be erected at this place the 

coming summer. 

- The Bank of Ava has changed hands.  M. C. Reynolds, of the 

firm of M. C. Reynolds & Co. has purchased the institution 

and will continue the banking business at this place.  In 

addition to the transfer of the banking business and property, 

the trade included the old Miller homestead of 120 acres, 

adjoining the town on the southwest.  This is one of the 

largest business transactions that have occurred in Ava. 

- Marriage licenses were issued to the following parties during 

the past week. {Some spellings uncertain because of poor 

quality microfilm}. 

J. S. Boone and Eliza Bardmass, Buckhart. 

Thos. McCullough and Lola Ellison, Beaver 

Wm. Andrews and Mary Davis, Ava 

J. H. Wilson and Lizzie Blankenship, Thornfield 

Absolem Sweeten and Tez Cearley, Richville 

Thos. J. Duff and Nancy M. C. Lee, Ava 

R. H. Harris and Julia P. Strong, Silverton 

 

January 12, 1893 (Vol. VI, No. 46) 
- The Ava Dramatic Club is arranging to give an entertainment 

some time during next month. 

- Pictures enlarged to beautiful life size crayon portraits, and 

framed in size to suit all at the Jewelry Store. 

- E. P. Blair of Thornfield moved into the Bowdry property 

last Saturday.  He informs us that a number of parties from 

that section will attend school at this place the coming term. 

- Mrs. Mary Denney made a visit to her mother‟s in Spring 

Creek township the first of the week.  While there she met 

her brother, Mr. Hard, of Oklahoma, whom she had not seen 

for fifteen years. 

- W. W. Clark has advertised his personal property for sale, 

January 21.  Mr. Clark will leave for Kentucky with his 

children shortly, and remain with them for awhile, and then 

return again to this county. 

- J. M. Curnutt was circulating a subscription this week for the 

purpose of raising funds to seat the church.  It is useless to 

add that he was successful, as the only thing needed in any 

laudable enterprise is for some one to put his shoulder to the 

wheel and go at it as if he meant business. 

- Roy Budget.  As the “Roy Budget” has been closed for 

almost a year, we will now open her pages for the ensuing 

year.  Mr. Dal Irish has sold his blacksmith shop at this 

place, and will move to Ava where he expects to run a shop.  

L. C. Estes will take charge of the shop at this place.  Jasper 

Kinder, the blind musician, is giving a number of 

entertainments at the school houses in this vicinity. 

- Henderson Elliott, of Boone township, has been allowed a 

pension of $12 per month with back pay from the date of his 

application. 

 

January 19, 1893 (Vol. VI, No. 47) 
- Mr. Dal Irish, of Roy, moved into the property recently 

vacated by S. S. Potter last week.  Mr. Irish will take charge 

of the Hargrove blacksmith shop. 

- Charles Meeker has sold his blacksmith shop to Allen Miller, 

of Findley township, who will move to town and take charge 

at once. 

- During the past two weeks, Clerk Hartin issued marriage 

licenses to the following parties: 

Jacob Williams and Mary Prise, Johns Mill 

Jno. F. Housley and Anna Baldwin, Falling Springs 

J. P. Cowdin and Josephine Goodman, Mt. Grove 



Ava, Missouri            Douglas County Herald          1887 -- 1899 
 
  Dr. Brown’s Excerpts - Vol. 1, Copyright©2011 

  

 117 

A. J. Letsinger and E. J. Evans, Mansfield 

A. T. Sloan and Fanny A. Holeman, Vera Cruz 

Labon Jenkins and Sarah J. Kennedy, Florilla 

- W. F. Hargrove, who has been engaged in the blacksmith 

business at this place for several years, left for Vernon 

county last week where he expects to locate. 

- Chas. H. Duckett closed a very successful term of school at 

Arno last Friday. 

- Roy Budget.  The general merchandise establishment of 

Jarred Smith had a narrow escape from fire one day last 

week.  Charles Endicott, until recently a citizen of Kansas 

City, died at this place on the 12th inst. 

- Mr. Geo. Tumbelson, of this township, prides himself on the 

prowess of his marksmanship, which is not altogether 

unfounded.  But the other day, it got him into mischief and 

he is not half as proud now as before.  He saw a flock of 

turkeys and, supposing tem to be wild, hoisted the black flag 

and began a deadly fusillade on the advance guard of this 

barn yard autocrat.  After the smoke of battle had ascended 

heavenward, he found that he had thinned their ranks to the 

extent of seven.  He was congratulating himself on his rare 

good fortune, when it occurred to him that they might 

possibly be domestic fowls belonging to some of his 

neighbors.  Inquiry revealed the fact that when Mr. Martin‟s 

drove of turkeys came up that evening they had left seven of 

their number behind.  Mr. Tumbleson is now feasting on 

turkey at a dollar a head. 

- County Assessor Henry Huffman has sold his interest in the 

general merchandise business at Bryant to H. L. Davids, of 

Marion, Ohio.  The business will be conducted at the old 

stand under the firm name of Bain & Davids. 

- The citizens of Boone and Jackson townships are dissatisfied 

with the present boundary line between the two townships 

and will petition the February term of the county court for a 

change. The line now runs within one mile of Vera Cruz, the 

voting place for Boone, and causes a large number of citizens 

who live within two miles of that place to go seven or eight 

miles to vote. The desired change will certainly be granted 

by the court. 

 

January 26, 1893 (Vol. VI, No. 48) 
- A petition was being circulated this week for the 

appointment of James Hailey as post master.  The fight goes 

merrily on and the fur has begun to loosen. 

- The following parties were licensed to wed by Clerk Hartin 

the past week: 

Wm. Fleetwood and L. M. Hall, Silverton 

F. Robertson and T. E. Wise, Squires 

Samuel Hall and Ida Johnson, Little Beaver. 

- Collector Norman has taken charge of the Musser abstracts.  

Mr. Musser has gone to Ozark county for his health. 

- Mart. Singleton is violating the philosophy of the “Arkansaw 

traveler” in building a sidewalk from the hotel to the public 

square. 

- The amount of mail matter handled by the post office at this 

place is rapidly increasing.  Ten well filled sacks was the 

record for Monday of this week. 

- Henry Miller Jr. has added to the appearance of the north 

side of town by the erection of a sidewalk from his place to 

the Singleton Hotel. 

- Cass Clippings.  J. Q. Bowden, after living seven years a 

widower, tired of single blessedness, and took unto himself a 

bride.  Born to the wife of A. M. Elmore, a boy.  A new post 

office has been established at Upshaw‟s mill, where there is 

now one store, a roller grist mill, a blacksmith shop, and a 

drugstore with an “otterslide” attachment, which attachment 

is said to run six days in the week and also on the Sabbath, 

with the addition of a goodly number studying the history of 

the four kings, which I hope is not true.  A few want the 

establishment licensed for a bar while others want the 

proprietors licensed to go behind the bars. 

- Marshal Hailey rushed into our office at an uncanny hour last 

Thursday morning when everybody except editors, horse 

thieves, and those on special missions are in bed and 

announced the arrival of a new boy at his home.  Mother and 

child doing well. 

- The following parties of Washington township left on 

Wednesday of this week for Cottage Grove, Oregon, where 

they expect to permanently locate: Wm. Yount, Isaac Snow, 

Joseph Lakey and wife, A. J. Turner, Jr. and family, and 

Wm. Lakey, Jr. 

- We took occasion last Saturday to count the wagons, buggies 

and conveyances of all kinds hitched round the public square, 

and at other places over the town, and found that they 

numbered seventy-eight.  Three persons to each conveyance 

would be a very conservative estimate, which would give us 

234 visitors at one time.  Considering that they were coming 

and going all day, they must have been fully 600 people in 

our town aside from the resident population. 

 

February 2, 1893 (Vol. VI, No. 49) 
- Our new county court should provide a jail for the safe 

keeping of our county prisoners.  Some arrangement for their 

disposition should be made at the coming term of court. 

- The Ava Normal has one hundred forty students in 

attendance, with good prospects of a large increase during 

this month. 

- J. P. M. Norman has purchased the Wilson property west of 

town from W. W. Clark.  Consideration $400. 
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- Roy Budget.  Capt. Jarred E. Smith has put up a quantity of 

ice for the coming summer.  S. T. Devault, of this vicinity, 

will take charge of the blacksmith shop at Good Hope in the 

near future. 

- The trustees of the Baptist church have made the necessary 

arrangements for the seating of that building. The next 

improvement should be a sidewalk from the square to the 

church. 

- The following parties have now the proper credentials to 

make themselves husbands and wives: 

Sam‟l Boarder and Annie Ballew, Mansfield 

John Lord and Amandy J. Hight, Idumea 

Alexander Harrison and V. A. Penny, Cold Springs. 

- The Hailey Hotel has been rented to J. N. Clinkingbeard and 

under the new management has been refitted and refurnished. 

- W. W. Clark and family, accompanied by Mrs. W. S. Platt, 

left for his old home in Kentucky on Tuesday.  Mr. Clark 

expects to return to Douglas County some time in the future. 

 

February 9, 1893 (Vol. VI, No. 50) 
- From Bryant.  We have S. S. every Sabbath morning at the 

Hicks‟ school house, with Chas. Brentlinger as 

superintendent and Mr. Hicks assistant.  The following are 

the teachers: Mr. Hicks, Mr. Cope and Misses Mattie and 

Mary Shinpaugh.  There is a splendid outlay for a good 

physician at this place.  We have had the general 

merchandise establishment of Bain & Davids, James 

Montross compounds medicines for the sick, our blacksmith 

shop is presided over by John young, then we have a good, 

old-fashioned water mill, with the accommodating and jolly 

Andy Pennington as chief engineer, and on a hill overlooking 

the business part of the village is the Hotel Brentlinger. 

- City council met Monday night and passed an ordinance for 

sidewalks around the public square and on the north side of 

Washington Avenue from the square to the town limits. 

- The “He” editor of the Farm Record came nearly going the 

way of all flesh Monday.  It seems as if he had said 

something in the columns of the windmill that didn‟t set 

exactly right with some of his readers.  We look for a love 

feast of black crow in the neighborhood of the Record office 

in the immediate future. 

 

February 16, 1893 (Vol. VI, No. 51) 
- From Arden: Oran Daley lost his wife and child last Saturday 

night.  Elizabeth Williams, of Republic Mo., was visiting the 

latter‟s family a few days ago.  It had been 16 years since the 

last time they met.  Minnie Powell, daughter of J. W. Powell, 

died on the 28th ult. of heart disease.  The infant child of 

James H. Ragsdale died on the 4th inst., and the wife and 

child of Owen Davis joined the great majority on the same 

date. ..................................  Ardenite 

- The mayor‟s office was a very busy place Monday.  There 

were five parties up for common every day drunks and five 

more for gambling. 

- Marriage licenses: 

Robert S. Lethco and Nancy B. Adams, Roy 

John B. Stafford and Mattie B. Nowlin, Roy 

T. E. Osborn and Anna Thorburg, Norwood 

John W. Slate and Cornelia C. Tifletter, Mansfield 

Andrew Stout and Dora Humphreys, Vera Cruz 

James Barnes and Mendey B. Collins, Idumea 

- At last week‟s session the county court made an order 

providing that county prisoners shall work out fines and jail 

sentences on the rock pile. The sheriff was ordered to 

procure the regulation balls and chains necessary to check 

the jailbird‟s aspirations to fly; to buy the other tools used in 

reducing the boulders to pebbles; and to keep a generous 

supply of rock on hand on which the prisoners may work up 

an appetite for refreshments provided by the county. 

[Laclede Republican] 

- Cass Clippings.  Old man Dearing was buried on Clifty 

Hollow on the 5th.  Phil Davis is erecting a new house.  The 

Upshaw school closed on the 2nd after an interesting six 

months‟ term.  The writer was not the least surprised to hear 

his last communication criticized by members of the “otter 

slide.” 

- From Dogwood.  There has been over 1,200 acres of land 

homesteaded in this vicinity during the past three months.  

The big hill at the head of Williams hollow is being cleared, 

and will be set out in grapes this spring. 

- Caleb Musser died at the residence of Squire Fortune, near 

Noble, last Wednesday of consumption.  His wife died very 

suddenly at Springfield some two months ago. 

- There are tricks in all trades, but when the Record prints 

articles that appeared in The Herald four weeks previous and 

attempt to urge them on its readers as something modern it 

occurs to us that they are banking dangerously heavy on the 

people‟s forgetfulness.  Record, thy name is rot.  Thy locals 

hath an aroma like unto green cheese; yea, verily, even 

rivaling that of discouraged eggs. 

 

February 23, 1893 (Vol. VI, No. 52) 
- Roy Budget.  Lewis Igo, step-son of J. Casebolt, died and 

was buried in the Jenkins cemetery last Sunday.  Born to the 

wife of T. E. Duncan on the 20th inst., a boy. 

- J. L. Gentry and Charles Burdett returned from Memphis a 

few days since where they have been attending a medical 

college.  The boys express themselves as highly pleased with 
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the school and will enter upon the second course of lectures 

some time next fall. 

- Ben. Crain has gone to Arno to take charge of the blacksmith 

shop at that place. 

- The old Mallonee place north of town will be sold at public 

auction on Wednesday of circuit court. 

-  E. J. Chambers qualified as a justice of the peace for Cass 

township before County Clerk Malloy Monday. 

- Ava has four candidates for the position of post master in the 

persons of S. S. Roberts, James Hailey, John Crain, and Jim 

Sivles. 

- W. J. Turner is preparing to build a two-story brick on the 

northwest corner of the square.  He expects to commence 

work about the 1st of May and have it ready for the fall trade. 

- Chas. Wammack, of Seymour, was in town the first of the 

week looking out a location for a barber shop.  He rented the 

Harper property while here and will be prepared to do the 

tonsorial act in a very short time. 

- The lumber for seating the church is on the ground, but no 

steps are being taken to put it in a seatable shape.  We will 

have a race of people here whose vertebral column will 

represent a rainbow if this thing continues much longer. 

- Marriage licenses: 

Lorenzo Daily and Laura M. McLane, Arden 

Geo. F. Wallace and Sarah E. Lewis , Bryant 

Robert B. McCullough and Rosa A. Lofty, Arden 

Jesse Chapman and Grace Coy, Vera Cruz 

- Score one more for our advancement in the scale of modern 

conveniences.  Our town can now boast of a bicycle 

belonging to and controlled (when it is asleep) by one James 

Edward Clinkingbeard.  It is a long, lank, awkward looking 

concern with a big wheel behind and a little wheel in front.  

It don‟t look very dangerous from a distance but appearances 

don‟t always tell the truth, so we have oiled up our poetry 

machine and are prepared to turn out a first-class grist of nice 

funeral poetry on short notice. 

- The city council met Monday night to act on several petitions 

for new sidewalks.  An order was made for a sidewalk on the 

west side of the street leading from the south-east corner of 

the square to the town limits.  Jno. F. Miller was appointed 

street commissioner for the unexpired term ending in April. 

- Isaac Story, of Berry county, has moved his family to this 

township, and will occupy the property he recently purchased 

from Prof. J. S. Mercer.  He has also purchased the B. M. 

Burchell farm northeast of town.  His choice of a residence 

near town is for the purpose of getting the advantages of the 

Ava Normal. 

- We call attention to the announcement of Henry S. Wilson 

for school commissioner which appears in this issue.  Mr. 

Wilson is well and favorably known throughout the county, 

is a graduate of the Mt. Grove Academy, and holds a first-

grade certificate as a teacher in our public schools. 

- [Mt. Grove Republican] Drowned.  At about 11 o‟clock 

Monday night our citizens were aroused by the blowing of 

the whistle at the Star Roller Mills, and loud cries for “help” 

were heard coming from the direction of the lake.  A crowd 

was soon gathered on the lake shores, and the cause of the 

alarm from the mill and the distressed cries for help soon 

discovered.  “Jack” Alsup, who earlier in the evening, had 

been drinking freely, had wandered to the lake, and for some 

cause, which will ever remain a profound mystery, had 

walked out on the ice, about 50 feet from the R. R. switch 

light, and broken through.  Mr. Baum, who is night-watch for 

the Star Mills, had heard Mr. Alsup‟s first cries for help, but 

when he reached the scene he found himself powerless to 

assist the drowning man, owing to the treacherous condition 

of the ice.  His next step was to sound the alarm from the 

mill whistle, which soon brought assistance not soon enough, 

however, to avail the unfortunate victim of this sad mishap 

aught.  He had already passed beyond human aid.  The body 

was soon taken from the water and conveyed to the residence 

of Mr. Alsup‟s sister, Mrs. Woods, in old town, where a 

large crowd of sympathetic friends soon gathered to view the 

form so still and cold in death, and to offer what assistance 

was possible to relieve the burdens of the bereaved one.  Mr. 

Alsup was well known all over this section of the country, 

having lived in Douglas county all his life until a few years 

ago, when he moved to this county, where he was always 

considered an honest, industrious man.  He leaves a wife and 

five children, four of whom are grown, a father, several 

brothers and sisters and a host of friends to mourn his 

untimely and unnatural taking away.  Deceased‟s father, 

“Lock” Alsup, was one of the pioneer settlers of Douglas 

county, where he still lives.  The remains were interred 

Wednesday in the family burying grounds near Upshaw‟s 

store, in Douglas county. 

 

March 2, 1893 (Vol. VII, No. 1) 

- The special school meeting on Monday resulted in a 

unanimous vote for the levy of a tax of 10c on the $100 to 

repair the school house. 

- Houses for Rent: Inquire of H.S. Wilson, at Reynolds store. 

 

May 11, 1893 

- Photographer Glass is erecting a dwelling house in the Clark 

addition west of town. 

- Rev. Overman preached to a large congregation at the Baptist 

church Sunday night. It might be in order to say in this 

connection that our church services would be much more 
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agreeable and the attendance more punctual if we had a good 

bell on the church building. 

- Marion Lumpkins, the city barber, has been confined to his 

bed the past ten days with a serious attack of the grip. 

 

May 18, 1893 

- Mrs. Brixey has moved to the Harper property, northeast 

corner of the square. 

- Contractor Kirkham is at work on County Treasurer 

Reynolds‟ new dwelling house in the south part of town. 

- L.O. Hailey is arranging to build a new dwelling house on 

his lots on Webster avenue. 

- The ladies of the Methodist church will give a flag social at 

the G.A.R. Hall on the evening of May 30.  A suitable 

program of music, speaking, declamations, etc. will be 

rendered, followed by a supper. 

 

May 25, 1893 

- Ad: E.A. Irish, Blacksmith and Wood Worker, Shop S.W. 

Corner square. 

 

June 1, 1893 

- The new seats in the church present a very neat appearance 

and the thing most needed next is a new pulpit. 

- The crowded condition of the G.A.R. Hall Tuesday night is 

certainly a substantial plea for an entertainment hall with 

sufficient capacity to accommodate the public. Ava has 

outgrown knee pants; it is time she was donning apparel 

consistent with her size. 

- Ad: Hailey Hotel, Ava, J.N. Clinkingbeard, Proprietor.  The 

Hailey Hotel has been refitted and refurnished.  Sample room 

for commercial men.  Livery barn in connection with hotel. 

- The Commencement Exercises.  Notwithstanding the 

threatening weather of last Friday night a crowded house 

greeted the eight young ladies and gentlemen who, through 

diligence and application, constituted the graduating class at 

the fourth annual commencement of the Douglas County 

Normal.  Prof. W.S. Platt in a few well chosen words 

reviewed the work of the school, and thanked the citizens for 

their liberality and co-operation in making the stay of the 

students among us as pleasant and home-like as possible.  

Graduates: Miss Clara Synder, Harry Force, John W. 

Brazeal, George W. Breckenridge, Miss Maude Miller, ??, 

John L. Breckenridge, Edwin S. Miller. 

 

June 8, 1893 

- Dr. J.H. Murray left for Dwight, IL. Monday for the purpose 

of taking the Keeley cure for drunkenness.  A wise move in 

the right direction. 

- To Grand Army Men.  At the request of a large number of 

Comrades notice is hereby given that a meeting will be held 

at the G.A.R. Hall on Saturday June 10, 1893, at 1 o‟clock 

sharp for the purpose of reorganizing the Andy Martin Post 

No. 259.  All old soldiers are cordially invited to attend. 

 

December 7, 1893 

- The Thanksgiving supper at the G.A.R. Hall on Thursday 

was a success both socially and financially and netted money 

enough to pay balance due on the new church organ. 

- The Hailey Hotel in charge of its new proprietor, Moses 

Hailey, has been newly furnished and is prepared to 

accommodate the traveling public at reasonable rates. 

- We desire to call attention of the board of school directors of 

this district to the fact that there are several window lights 

missing from the windows of the school house and that it 

would be a matter of economy as well as comfort to the 

pupils of the school to have them replaced. 

- The Baptist Church needs a new bell; why not start a fund 

for that purpose? 

- String your violin for the Christmas “shin-dig.” J.A. 

Spurlock, the Jeweler. 

 

December 28, 1893 

- Contractor, S.S. Kirkham, reports the Brawley residence 

South of Ava as nearly completed. 

- Kice and Burkhead have purchased the Tandy Davis 

residence property southeast of the square and will shortly 

erect an office building on the lot. 

- W.J. Turner is tearing down his old ware house to make 

room for a new addition to his store on the northwest corner 

of the square. 

- Arden: Garrison Bros. Have their new store house almost 

completed. 

- The Ava Christmas tree on Saturday evening at the court 

house was well attended.  The tree was well loaded with 

presents for the little folks who seemed to enjoy themselves 

to their fullest extent. 

- James Clinkingbeard is building a dwelling house in Clarks 

addition in Ava. 

- R.F. Smith is building an addition to his blacksmith shop. 

- L.E. Fox from the north part of the state has purchased the 

Davis property on the south side of the square and will start a 

bakery.  This is a new enterprise and one that will supply a 

class of trade and demand which will help the town. 

 

January 11, 1894 

- There was a New Years ball at the G.A.R. Hall which was 

well attended and declared to be a success by the young 
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bloods who kept up the festivities until the small hours of the 

morning. 

- A Call: All members of the Benton township Republican 

League Club are requested to meet at the court house in the 

town of Ava, Saturday, January 20, 1894 for the purpose of 

electing delegates to the Missouri State League Club meeting 

in Springfield. 

- Masonic Installation: On last Wednesday evening, Dec. 27, 

the members of the Ava Lodge No. 26, A.F. and A.M. 

entertained the public in the way of a public installation of 

officers and free for all supper.  The members of the lodge 

met at their hall and marched to the church where the 

installation took place in a crowded house.  At the conclusion 

of the exercise at the church, the crowd returned to the hall, 

where the ladies had spread the fat of the land. 

 

May 3, 1894 

- Tandy Davis has sold the Harper property on the north side 

of the square to Dal Hartin. 

- Mrs. Harper has purchased the Wilson residence property on 

the west side and will occupy it as a dwelling. 

- The building material for the new Roberson hotel is being 

delivered at the site on the southwest corner of the square. 

- Contractor Robertson has purchased a lot Southwest of the 

square and is laying the foundation for a new hotel. 

- W. J. Turner is having his store house improved by raising 

the ceiling of the lower story and putting on a new tin roof, 

and will have the sides incased in brick walls as a protection 

from fire. 

 

May 17, 1894 

- Commencement Exercises of the Douglas County Normal 

School will be held at the Baptist Church, Ava, Mo, 

commencing Sunday, May 20, 1894, 8 p.m. with the Annual 

Sermon by Rev. A.W. Smith; Thursday, May 24, 1894, 8 

p.m. Elocutionary Contest; Friday, May 25, 1894, 8 p.m. 

Graduating Exercises. 

 

May 31, 1894 

- W. J. Turner has raised his storehouse to a full two stores and 

covered it with a tin roof which adds much to the appearance 

of the establishment. 

- The closing exercises of the Douglas County Normal were 

held at the Baptist church on Friday night; the house was 

packed until there was hardly standing room.  The graduating 

class consisted of Misses Anna Richardson, Lizzie King, 

Florence Simms, Lizzie Jones, and Messrs. Walter Duncan, 

Stafford Wallace and B.F. Hayes. 

- The Elocutionary Contest given by the Douglas County 

Normal school on Thursday evening at the church was a 

decided success.  The house was crowded with the patrons of 

the school. The first prize went to C. F. Roberts. 

- For sale or trade.  The only Photograph Gallery in Douglas 

County.  Call at once or address T.E. Glass, Ava. 

 

June 7, 1894 

- Prof. J.S. Mercer has rented the Pennington groceries stand 

on the south side of the square and will occupy it with a 

stock of provisions and meat. 

- The citizens of Ava met at the Opera House June 1st to 

determine whether or not we celebrate the 118th anniversary 

of our country‟s birth.  J.M. Curnutt was elected chairman 

and H.S. Wilson, secretary. 

- Programme of Fourth of July Exercises to be carried out at 

Ava, MO.  National salute of Forty-Four guns at Sunrise.  

Gathering on the Square at 9 a.m.  One mile bicycle race and 

ballon ascension.  Forming of procession headed by Ava 

Cornet Band followed by 44 young ladies representing the 

several states.  March to the Ground 10 a.m.  Basket Dinner, 

wheelbarrow race, procession of Calathumpians, sack race, 

three-legged race, and climbing greased pole for prizes, fire 

works at night. 

 

June 14, 1894 

- The Ava Cornet Band is making extensive preparations for 

the coming fourth of July.  They have purchased new 

uniforms and are drilling daily, and will no doubt make a 

fine appearance at Ava‟s celebration. 

 

June 21, 1894 

- The order for the fireworks for Ava‟s celebration of the 4th 

of July was placed by M.C. Reynolds & Co, and the goods 

have been received and are now stored away in their 

warehouse. 

- The Fourth of July is near at hand and every citizen of Ava 

should prepare to decorate their buildings. 

- Tandy Davis is building a new storehouse on the South side 

of the square which he expects to occupy with a stock of 

millinery goods. 

 

June 28, 1894 

- W. J. Turner‟s new building is completed ready for its coat 

of paint. 

- New goods at Elmore‟s grocery on the north side of the 

square. 

- Tandy Davis has his new millinery store nearly completed. 

- Petitions are being circulated for a call for a special school 

meeting for the purpose of raising sufficient funds to repair 

the school house of this district. 
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July 12, 1894 

- The Ava brick yards in charge of S.S. Kirkham will soon be 

running with a full force of hands.  Mr. Kirkham has 

contracted to supply the brick for several new buildings in 

Ava. 

- Ava‟s Fourth of July Celebration was a grand success--It was 

attended by 2,500 people.  One of the most attractive features 

of the day was the parade of 44 young ladies representing the 

states.  The only disappointment was the display of fire 

works which owing to the almost incessant downpour of rain 

were nearly a failure. 

 

July 19, 1894 

- Sheriff Hancock is working a gang of prisoners on the 

Hunter creek road east of Ava. 

- Mrs. Fenetta Sargent Haskell, the famous lecturer from St. 

Louis, will give an entertainment in Ava on Saturday, August 

11, for the benefit of the M.E. Church. 

 

July 26, 1894 

- John Roberson has recently purchased a thirty-foot lot lying 

north of his hotel property and will add to the dimensions of 

his new building a two story 30x50 feet.  The building when 

completed will furnish more floor space than any two 

buildings in the city. 

 

August 2, 1894 

- The Ava Normal school as reorganized is attracting 

considerable attention.  Prof. Edwin Lewis, who has taken 

charge of the school, is a thoroughly competent man for the 

place and one who has had an extensive experience in charge 

of educational institutions in the northern part of the state. 

- Call at Mercer‟s new Grange store and meat market at the 

old Pennington stand on South side of square where you can 

get fresh groceries and provisions at grange prices.  New 

goods.  Produce taken in exchange. 

 

August 9, 1894 

- There will be an elocutionary entertainment at the Baptist 

church in Ava on Saturday evening given by Mrs. Feretta 

Haskell of St. Louis for the benefit of the M.E. church.  A 

pleasant entertainment is anticipated, one which none can 

afford to miss.  Music for the entertainment will be furnished 

by the Ava Orchestra and choir. 

 

August 16, 1894 

- The Band Boys are having their wagon painted afresh; 

preparatory for a trip to Spring Creek township to a picnic on 

Friday.  The boys will appear in uniform; and together, with 

their red wagon and splendid music they are able to furnish, 

will make the occasion a most agreeable affair. 

 

August 23, 1894 

- S.S. Kirkham is repairing the roof of the school building. 

- The board of directors have let the contract of repairing the 

ceiling of the school building to Stephenson and Hawks. 

- Charles Burdett has accepted a position as clerk at J.H. 

Murray‟s Drug Store. 

 

September 20, 1894 

- W.F. Reynolds & Co. Are fitting up a new billiard hall on the 

West side of the square. 

- Public Speaking: The Hon. Joseph H. Finks, Democratic 

candidate for Railroad Commissioner, and h. Martin 

Williams will address the people of Douglas County at the 

court house in Ava on Monday, October 1, 1894, at 1 o‟clock 

p.m. 

- The freemasons in the vicinity of Pease School House, now 

known as the Pilot Knob School House deserve great credit 

for their enterprise.  The old school house was burned about 

a year ago, and the Masonic Fraternity have erected a 

beautiful two story building at a cost of about $1,000.  The 

lower room is now used for the school purposes and the 

school is being conducted by Prof. J.D. Delp.  He has an 

enrollment of 87 pupils and receives a salary of $40 per 

month.  The upper story is fitted up in the most modern style 

to be used as a Masonic Hall. 

 

September 27, 1894 

- Dr. M.H. Osburn of Roy has rented the Silvey residence and 

will move to Ava in a short time for the benefit of the school. 

- Guy T. Harrison and Y. E. McClendon of Gainesville, Ozark 

County, are attending court this week. 

- Jos. E. Sell has bought a half interest in the Allen Miller 

blacksmith shop where he will be pleased to meet his old 

friends and as many of his new ones as need work in that 

line. 

 

December 6, 1894 

- Go to Thrasher‟s restaurant on the south side and get a 

square meal. 

- Mr. Hailey has just finished putting a new tin roof on part of 

his hotel. 

- Dr. J.H. Murray is building a new two room residence in the 

south part of town.  When finished, it will be occupied by his 

brother, O.P. Murray and family, who lately moved here 

from Colorado. 
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- Don‟t forget that Thrasher, on the South side, keeps 

everything kept in a first class restaurant, such as nuts, 

candies, oranges, lemons, bananas, canned goods, etc. 

- Green & Smith have rented the store room next door east of 

this office, and are putting in a stock of Notions, etc.  They 

are both very pleasant gentlemen and we bespeak for them a 

good trade. 

 

December 13, 1894 

- Call on Green & Smith at the new store for notions. 

- The new store on the north side is the place to get bargains. 

- A man by the name of Hollenbeck and wife gave a musical 

and elocutionary entertainment at the court house last 

Tuesday eve.  There was a good crowd out to hear them and 

were highly entertained.  Mr. and Mrs. Hollenbeck are both 

blind. 

- Mrs. H.S. Wilson has just received a large and well assorted 

stock of Christmas millinery goods, which she is selling 

away down.  Call and see them. 

 

December 20, 1894 

- Ad: Display of Millinery Goods; also hats.  Produce taken in 

exchange.  Mrs. H.S. Wilson, first door south of Reynold‟s 

Brick. 

- Mr. Miller on the west side is fixing up his store room and 

will increase his stock of drugs up to the point of a first class 

drug store. 

- Just step in and take a peep at their fascinators, lace curtains, 

and Turkish bath towels.  Then ask them what the prices are 

at the Bargain Store, north side. 

 

December 27, 1894 

- There was a social dance at Wm. Potter‟s one mile north of 

town last Tuesday. 

- The Christmas tree at the court house was a “howling” 

success.  The tree was nicely decorated and loaded down 

with presents.  There was a big crowd in attendance and all 

seemed to enjoy themselves hugely. 

- Married: At the residence of Jas. Thompson in Spring Creek 

township on Christmas day by James Thompson, J.P., Miss 

Ada P. Landers and Mr. Joseph E. Sell both of Ava. 

 

January 10, 1895 

- The thermometer run down to 2 degrees below zero last 

week, and by Sunday there was 4 inches of ice on Mr. 

Wilson‟s pond. 

- As we go to press this Thursday afternoon Douglas Lodge 

No. 319, I.O.O.F. is publicly installing its officers in the 

Baptist church for the ensuing year. 

 

January 17, 1895 

- Jim Martin, our east side liveryman, had quite a lively 

runaway last Sunday.  The team began running just after 

leaving the barn, and as they turned south on the west side of 

the square they struck the sidewalk in front of Miller‟s store, 

turning the buggy upside down and throwing Jim out on his 

head. 

- A feather renovating outfit is holding forth in Mr. Payne‟s 

room on the south side of the square.  Now is our opportunity 

to have your feathers cleaned and disinfected, and your bed 

made soft and nice. 

- The lowering of the thermometer last Friday to away below 

freezing enabled Reynolds & Wilson to fill their ice house 

with a lot of nice ice.  Just think of the ice cream, milk 

shakes, and lemonade next summer. 

- Marriage Licenses: Wm. Morris to Louisa Ritter, both of 

Ava; George Hammons to Lucinda Puckett, both of Little 

Beaver, and Wm. L. Hartley to Francis Pettitt, both of Arno. 

 

January 24, 1895 

- Last Tuesday evening the Silver Shade school house in 

Spring Creek township caught fire from a defective fine and 

was soon a mass of ruins.  The loss from a pecuniary 

standpoint was small, and will no doubt prove a blessing in 

disguise to that locality. 

- Arden: Dr. and Chas. Gentry were taken to Springfield last 

week, by Dept U.S. Marshall Gates, the charge being the 

selling of intoxicating liquors. 

- There is a bad hole in the sidewalk in front of the lot next to 

this office, where someone will get a bad fall, if not a broken 

limb.  The owner of said lot ought to have it fixed, and 

possibly save a suit for damages. 

 

May 2, 1895 

- Mr. S.S. Kirkham is making arrangements to open up a big 

lumber yard in Ava. 

- The court house presents quite an attractive appearance since 

it was newly painted.  Now let the County Judges have the 

inside repaired and painted and we will have as nice a court 

house as any county around here. 

 

May 9, 1895 

- Mrs. H.S. Wilson is having a nice awning put up over her 

millinery store. 

- Dal Hartin has torn down the old shack of a building on the 

corner east of the Ava Bank, and is building an office 

thereon.  The old building which was torn down was one of 

the old landmarks of the town, it having been used for a court 

house in 1887.  The officers who had their offices in that 

building at that time were J.M. Curnutt, Co. Clerk; J.H. 
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Martin, Circuit Clerk and Recorder; Barney Mallonee, 

Collector; G.B. Waters, County Attorney; J.M. Lyons, 

Sheriff; H.H. Roller, Probate Judge; and J.A. Baker, 

Treasurer, Court was held in the old school house which is 

now occupied by Esq. John Snyder as a residence just across 

the street from the Baptist church. 

- The show that was in town yesterday was about the toughest 

looking outfit we have seen in many a day and the poorest 

show. 

- Dr. Henry Miller has had a neat drug sign painted over his 

drug store door.  Mr. Dry was the artist. 

- An excellent program is being arranged for commencement.  

There will be no graduates this year, but a large class will 

finish the first year‟s course.  Those completing the course in 

rhetoric will give public finals May 24th, at 7:30 p.m. at the 

Normal. 

- Judge Siler has moved the Probate Judge‟s office into the 

southwest room of the court house, which was lately 

occupied by Co. Att‟y Farnsworth.  He is fixing it up in a 

neat style.  Co. Att‟y Farnsworth has moved into the room 

between the Collector‟s office and the Probate Judge‟s 

office. 

- Quite a lot of building is going on in town and contracts 

being made for more.  Our big hotel is nearing completion 

and when finished will be an honor to the town.  It is large 

enough for a town twice the size of Ava but then it will only 

be a few years until the town will support just such a hotel.  

Mr. Robison deserves great credit for building this hotel.  We 

understand that a contract is being made to build a brick 

roller mill.  Dal Hartin is building an office on the corner of 

Washington avenue and Madison street. 

- [Mansfield Mail] A representative of the Mail visited Ava 

the first of the week and among other things progressing we 

noticed the mammoth new three story hotel of Messrs. 

Adams and Robertson, which will be the Auditorium of Ava.  

The structure is neat and conveniently planned and a credit to 

that town.  If the owners had it in Mansfield its value would 

be multiplied by three. 

- Mr. Waters is having the building occupied by the Herald 

nicely painted and a new and larger sign painted. 

 

May 23, 1895 

- The musical talent of Ava is preparing some fine music for 

the entertainment Friday night. 

- The Ava Dramatic troope are making arrangements to 

reproduce the famous comedy entitled “The Lightning Rod 

Agent.”  This company made quite a hit when they rendered 

it before and are going to reproduce it at the earnest 

solicitation of many citizens of Ava. 

- Commencement Exercises of the Douglas Co. Normal, Ava 

Mo., Friday, May 24th 1895 at 7:30 p.m. 

- Ad: For a first class shave, hair cut, shampoo or anything 

usually done by a First Class barber call on W. F. Beaman.  

Razors honed and put in Good Order.  South side of square. 

 

May 30, 1895 

- We have received a large number of compliments for the 

handsome four colored programs we printed for the Ava 

Normal school exercises, which were held last Friday night. 

- We regret to learn of the death of Mr. G.W. Davis who died 

at his home in Williams Hollow in Washington township last 

Sunday night at the ripe old age of 74 years.  Mr. Davis was 

the father of Jno. T. Davis who recently lived in Ava.  He 

was one of the old men of the county, and one of the oldest 

inhabitants.  He was buried in the family grave yard last 

Tuesday. 

- Quite a sum of money was subscribed by our citizens to help 

the band boys build a band stand over the well in the court 

house yard. 

- The commencement exercises of the Ava Normal was given 

at the Ava school building last Friday night. 

- Ad: Go to the Jewelry Store for watches, clocks, notions and 

for good repairs.  John C. Byrd, East side of square. 

 

June 6, 1895 

- The Ava band re-organized last Monday night, passed some 

more by-laws, and elected the following officers for the 

ensuing year: President, Ben J. Smith; Vice President: C. 

Meeker; Secretary & Treasurer, Henry S. Wilson; Conductor 

and teacher, William Pettit.  They also took in some new 

members, and changed horns with some of the old members 

to better advantage.  The boys have made up their minds to 

make this one of the best bands in the state. 

- It is probable that not a man in Ava--not even in the county--

knows how many post offices there are in Douglas county or 

their names.  There are forty-two according to the last postal 

guide, and they are as follows: 

Arden 

Arno 

Ascot 

Ava 

Beaver 

Biggs 

Bryant 

Buckhart 

Cold Springs 

Dogwood 

Drury 

Falling Springs 
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Fielden 

Florilla 

Girdner 

Goodhope 

Grenada 

Iduma 

Johns Mills 

Kip 

Larissa 

Lexsa 

Little Beaver 

Omba 

Ottomer 

Phlegeton 

Prior 

Redbank 

Richville 

Rippee 

Rome 

Roy 

Sedan 

Silverton 

Smallett 

Squires 

Topaz 

Upshaw 

Van Zant 

Vera Cruz 

Witty 

Zonker 

- Douglas County Teachers: listing 

 

July 18, 1895 

- Jasper Kinder, a blind man who once resided in this county, 

and whose people still live here, will give an entertainment at 

the court house tonight.  Blind Jasper is a great violinist and 

comic vocalist. 

- M.C. Reynolds, of this city, has been for twenty years in the 

mercantile trade and during that time has done a large credit 

business.  This week he reduced the prices of goods, and will 

sell only for cash or its equivalent.  Mr. Reynolds has tried 

the credit system so long that he is convinced that a cash 

basis is not only best for himself but patrons also.  See his 

advertisement in another column and dodgers printed at this 

office. 

- A sprinter from Lockwood, Dade county, has challenged 

J.A.G. Reynolds, cashier of the Ava bank, to run a foot race 

in Mansfield, Saturday, July 27.  The distance to be run is 

one hundred yards, the Lockwood man giving Reynolds ten 

feet the start.  The amount of the stakes to be run for is one 

hundred dollars.  Reynolds has never been beaten and his 

friends are confident he will win.  Nothing is known of the 

Lockwood man. 

- Ad: A.P. Miller & Co. Closing Out to-Quit-Business-Sale.  

We are going into the milling business. 

- Ad: M.C. Reynolds & Co.: For Net Cash and One Price 

Only.  As Strictly Cash Basis. 

 

July 25, 1895 

- The Mansfield Mail talks in this style about the race which 

will come off between “Jiz” Reynolds and an unknown man, 

at Mansfield on Saturday afternoon of this week: “An 

unknown man who has been around town a short time past, 

and claiming to hail from Oklahoma, has been trying to get a 

foot race with the local sports.  He offered to bet one hundred 

dollars he could beat any man in Wright or Douglas counties, 

and finally offered to give any man in the same territory ten 

feet in one hundred yards, on which J.D. Reynolds and the 

forfeit money posted.  J.A.G. Reynolds, cashier of the Bank 

of Ava, is a nephew of our merchant and a townsman, and is 

one of the fastest runners in this part of the country and the 

unknown will have to be a flyer to beat him with a ten feet 

difference.  The race will come off at the Wright County Fair 

Association grounds, one half-mile from town, and in 

connection there will be several horse races, and a ball game 

and other attractions are being arranged for.” 

- J.W. Adams and Jiz Reynolds went to Mansfield, on Sunday, 

and Jiz re_____ to practice up for his race on Saturday. 

- The Mansfield Mail says: Prof. Edwin Lewis has resigned as 

Principal of the Ava Schools, and Henry S. Wilson, county 

treasurer, has been elected to take his place. 

 

August 1, 1895 

- The colored people of Douglas, Wright, and Webster 

counties are going to hold their annual picnic this year at Oak 

Grove near Hartville, Wright County.  As there is only one 

family of colored people in this county, this county‟s 

delegation will be “few and far between.” 

- Biggs is a new postoffice established in Richland township.  

Until July 1 it was supplied by the courtesy of neighbors.  

Since that time Uncle Sam has been carrying the mails to that 

point, and it is the terminus of the route from Cabool. 

- The law compelling barber shops to close on Sundays may 

be all right in the larger cities, but it isn‟t exactly suited for 

villages and small towns.  In many instances it works a 

downright hardship.  For instance, in Ava, Mr. Beamon is 

not allowed to open his doors on the Lord‟s day, but the 

stores of all kinds open and transact business.  The closing of 

his shop on Sundays cuts short his income by $2.50 to $3.00 

every week, and public morality is not improved in a single 



Ava, Missouri            Douglas County Herald          1887 -- 1899 
 
  Dr. Brown’s Excerpts - Vol. 1, Copyright©2011 

  

 126 

essential in consequence.  Please Mr. Beaman, open your 

shop on Sundays, and give us a chance to be clean that day 

and to feel decent. 

- Every available vehicle in this place was secured on Saturday 

last, and our people went to Mansfield in large numbers to 

enjoy a day of sport.  It will be a cold day when they go 

again.  The least said about it the better for the credit of 

Mansfield. 

- Professor Mercer has moved his store from his old quarters 

in the Pennington building to Payne‟s old stand. 

- A large portion of the band attended the ___ ___ (?) at 

Mansfield last Saturday.  They took their horns along and 

played a few pieces much to the delight of those present. 

 

August 8, 1895 

- It is rumored that Ava is to have a new roller mill soon. 

- John Miller‟s new house on the hill is going up slowly, and 

when completed it will be very attractive.  It occupies one of 

the most sightly locations in Ava, and overlooks a vast area 

of picturesque and lovely scenery. 

- The Springfield groceries brought her by Kice and Miller are 

being opened up in the Miller block, in the room formerly 

occupied by Miller‟s drug store.  The rumor that these goods 

were going into the Pennington building on the south side 

was misleading. 

- The new bank is now a sure thing.  The safe, which is a 

beauty, is already in place, the counter is about completed, 

and everything about the place betokens banking in 

appearance.  Just whom the stockholders are is not yet given 

to the public, but they are wealthy, reputable gentlemen.  J.C. 

Mency will be the bank‟s president and Mr. Dal Hartin, the 

cashier.  This insures a strong concern, and it will meet with 

great success in this community. 

- In 1877, H.M. Miller opened a drug store in the building on 

the west side that has lately been used as a billiard hall.  He 

has now moved his drug stock into that same building, and 

no doubt he feels like a stranger who has been wandering on 

foreign shores when he lands home again.  When Mr. Miller 

put up this building in 1877, Ava was of small population. 

- Mark Hubbard of Sarcoxie and M.D. Coleman of Springfield 

have purchased the Spurlock set of abstracts, and are 

bringing them up to date. 

 

August 15, 1895 

- Mercer‟s Grange Store has moved next door to the saloon. 

- Mr. Editor: Farewell.  Having about completed my “lay off” 

or “outing” of four weeks from Texas in your bright little 

town, I feel it a duty, at least a pleasure, to express my 

appreciation of its invigorating atmosphere, the cordiality of 

its citizens, and its evenings made delightful by a 

bewildering variety of music from the tireless band, to whom 

I think the town must feel under many obligations for its 

elevating strains of melody.  You have a good court house, in 

every department of which I found the officials promptly and 

courteously obliging; your large and showy school building 

is in evidence that you are in the procession called progress; 

but your solitary church edifice proclaims the necessity of a 

call for Sam Jones to stir your souls and fish deep in your 

pockets to build more pulpits and pay preachers without 

stint; for preachers lead the van of a country‟s prosperity, 

always everywhere.  The county court is composed of a body 

of large-hearted men of broad views who make no 

concealment of their conviction that to induce the 

immigration now flowing this way to settle in Douglas 

county, it is of first importance to pay off the debt of the 

county as soon as possible; and this the Honorable Chairman 

of the court tells me is the intention.  It always pays to pay 

debts.  I must not omit to mention the Sunday school which I 

did myself the honor to attend last Sunday, conducted by a 

live Superintendent, assisted by at least one teacher (of the 

Bible class) a girl yet in her “teens” and well enough posted 

in Scripture to be a preachers.  I sat near three little misses 

that are the very mocking birds of song.  I had to notice 

however that there were not half as many boys as girls in the 

school.  I wish the mothers of Ava could hear Sankey sing, 

“O, where is my wandering boy tonight?”  I beg to add my 

thanks to yourself and your co-editor for courtesies shown 

me in the office of the Herald.  Yours very truly, Wm. S. 

Speer. 

- E.A. Dann‟s Show Busted.  The show was organized near 

Rome, MO by Prof. E.A. Dann, with the following 

celebrated actors: E.A. Dann, Jas. Willis, Jas. Sexton, Fred 

Siler, and the renowned Jack Selvedge.  After purchasing the 

necessary outfit, they gave their first show at Bradleyville.  

The show as very well received, the receipts being $20, and 

the audience considering they saw as good a show as any in 

Springfield.  This encouraged the boys very much so they 

went to Taney City where they were billed to give a show at 

night.  By the time they had the stage all fixed up and ready 

to play a fair-sized audience had gathered to see the great 

performance.  During the first act a dispute arose among the 

performers, just the same as city actors, and the curtain arose 

on a scene like unto a saloon row, or the “Doneybrook Fair” 

with everyone trying to hit some one‟s head.  This the 

audience enjoyed highly for a while, as they supposed it was 

a part of the performance, and that the boys were giving an 

exhibition of a saloon row.  But when the boys began to use 

“brass knucks” and draw their old musty revolvers and 

genuine bloody blood began to flow, the audience got 

frightened and soon vacated the hall.  No one was seriously 
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hurt, however, but it busted up the show and some of the 

boys footed it back home the same night.  Jack Selvedge 

passed through Ava last Monday enroute to Mansfield with a 

look on his face as if he thought some one was after him.  

Just whether there was or not or whether he has gone to join 

another show we could not find out. 

- The band boys are having the band stand nicely painted. 

James Miller is the artist. 

- Cemetery Cleaning: All persons having relatives or friends 

buried in the Ava Cemetery or any one interested in seeing 

our city grave yard look neat and nice are requested to meet 

at the cemetery on Saturday morning, August 30th at 9 

o‟clock.  Bring your grubbing hoes, brush hooks, spades, 

handhooks, etc., and let us give the grounds a good cleaning. 

 

December 19, 1895 

- A full line of fine cigars and tobacco at the West Side 

Grocery. 

- Mr. Kirkham went out to Judge Malloy‟s near Arno the fore 

part of this week to do some carpenter and tin work on the 

Judge‟s new house. 

- The mill of Miller & King in Ava started up last Monday, but 

had to close down again Tuesday on account of some of the 

new machinery getting out of “whack.” 

- Amos Edwards, of Roy, moved to Ava last week and is 

occupying rooms in the new hotel building.  Mr. Edwards is 

a first class blacksmith and expects to take charge of the 

Smith shop just south of the hotel. 

- Mr. Osburn‟s barber shop fixtures arrived in town last 

Tuesday morning in charge of an assistant.  Mr. Osburn‟s 

wife being sick which prevented him from coming with the 

fixtures.  He will move over with his family just as soon as 

his wife gets well enough to travel.  They have rented the Dr. 

Hailey building and are fitting up an excellent little 

barbershop.  Mr. O. Is a good barber and knows how to run a 

first class shop. 

- One door south of Reynolds store you will find some of the 

noblest hats for 75cts and $1.00 you ever saw.  Go see them. 

- Mrs. Wilson tells us she has some of the nicest lady‟s and 

girl‟s hats for 75c and $1.00 she ever had.  Call and see them, 

one door south of Reynold‟s store on the east side of the 

square. 

- Miller & Kice have opened a meat shop in the room just 

south of their grocery store, where can be found fresh beef 

and pork at all times.  Also a big lot of salt pork. 

- Ad: John Byrd, The Jeweler.  Removed to North Side of 

Square, Ava 

- Ad: Homer Martin, Successor to J.M. Martin, Livery and 

Feed Stable. 

 

May 14, 1896 

- Three new dwellings have been built in this city within the 

past six weeks. 

- The Kirkham brick yard, will begin work with a full force 

next Monday morning. 

- A regular stampede was made at the Thresher restaurant 

Sunday.  Ice cream was the center of the attraction. 

- The “metropolitan hotel” managed by Sheriff Herr, hasn‟t 

any regular boarders since the March term of court. 

- The hotel on South Main St. spoken of in this issue, of not 

having any regular boarders, has since been able to secure 

two.  They are bright looking youths. 

- Capt. Pennington has opened a butchershop at August 

Schneider‟s old shoe shop stand. 

- August Schneider, the jolly, good, old cobbler has moved his 

shoe shop two doors east of his old stand. 

- J.J. Bell has been busy this week putting screen doors in 

front of the business houses around the square. 

 

May 21, 1896 

- The Shingle Hollow school district has voted bonds for $350, 

and will build a new school house in the near future.  One by 

one, the old log school house, drops out and the schools and 

school houses are keeping pace with the “giant strides” of 

progress made by our people in the last few years. 

- Road Commissioner Burchell is putting in a crossing on East 

Lincoln Avenue just west of the school house.  This is 

something that has been badly needed for some time. 

- Thomas S. Brown, one of the oldest and most respected 

citizens of the county, died at his residence on Bryant creek, 

last Thursday.  Mr. Brown was one of the pioneers of this 

county, and left a large family of children and grand children.  

He was a preacher and had served his country during the 

great civil war.  He was born in 1814, and came to this state 

from Indiana in 1840.  He was married in 1846, and leaves a 

wife and eight children to mourn his death.  Mr. Brown was 

highly respected by his many friends for his many kind deeds 

and hospitality.  His body was buried in Yates Cemetery, 

Friday evening May 15, 1896.  And when we gather at the 

river, is it not a sweet consolation to think that among the 

loved and lost, he will meet you on the other side.  His 

family has the heart felt sympathy of the entire community. 

- Died--Thomas G. Bragg, one of the oldest residents of 

Findley township, past peacefully to rest on the other shore, 

Wednesday, May 13, 1896.  Mr. Bragg was 76 years old, 

was one of the oldest Masons of the county, and was honored 

and respected by all who knew him.  The remains were 

interred in the Bradshaw cemetery by the Ava Masonic 

Lodge No. 26. 
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- Resolution of Condolence.  The following tribute and 

resolutions were adopted in honor to the memory of Bro. 

Thomas. C. Bragg: Bro. Bragg was born in Kentucky, June 

20th 1820.  Soon after his parents moved to Calloway 

county, Missouri.  At the age of 17 young Thomas located in 

Dade county, Missouri, and in 1849 went to seek his fortune 

in the gold fields of California.  While there he joined the 

Masonic fraternity and has lived a consistent Mason ever 

since.  In 1853 he returned to Missouri, and in 1854 settled in 

Douglas county, where he has since lived until his death May 

13, 1896.  Br. Bragg died a member of the Ava Lodge No. 

26, A.F. & A.M. and was buried by the lodge with Masonic 

honors. 

 

May 28, 1896 

- Dr. Murray is building an addition to his drug store. 

- School dismissed Monday morning as so many of the pupils 

were absent trying to learn what they could of the murder of 

the Sawyer family. 

- Every man in Ava became a deputy sheriff in the absence of 

the sheriff, and within two hours after the discovery of the 

crime were looking for the murderer of the Sawyer family. 

 

June 4, 1896 

- We are requested to announce that there will be a Fourth of 

July celebration at the Kincaid place six miles southwest of 

Ava.  They are expecting to have a big time.  Everybody is 

invited to come and have a good time. 

- Mr. and Mrs. Will Miller and their little son Charley attended 

the Sells Bros. and Forepaugh consolidated circus at 

Springfield, Monday. 

- “Uncle Billie” Hammons, who lives eight miles southwest of 

Ava, was in town the first of the week attending the Perry-

Sawyer murder trial. 

- Ad: Miss Alma Osborn‟s Photograph Gallery, Ava.  Is the 

place to get good pictures of kinds Photographs, either 

Cabinet or card size, as good and as cheap as in any town 

around here.  Family groups is specialty.  Tintypes at away 

down prices.  Call and see her work, southeast corner of the 

square, Ava. 

 

December 17, 1896 

- Pedagogues Jubilee--Wielders of the Birch Take the Town 

by Store--A Gala Day for Ava.  The Douglas County 

Teacher‟s Association met at the public school building last 

Saturday as was advertised.  It is an event long to be 

remembered by many of Douglas County‟s best teachers.  

They were not as many present as anticipated but all who 

were present took great interest in the exercise.  The program 

arranged by the president, H.S. Wilson, principal of the Ava 

schools, in the language of Prof. Lynch, “is a credit to any 

state association.”  While the teachers and visitors were 

assembling in the forenoon, beautiful strains of music were 

furnished by the Ava Cornet Band, under the efficient 

leadership of J.W. Pettit.  The members of the orchestra 

present were: Miss Flora Kirkham, J.W. Pettit, J.C. Curnutt, 

C.E. Hailey, and J.T. Hailey, who furnished music for the 

meeting both day and evening. 

 

May 13, 1897 

- An Exciting Time: Very few Avaites have any idea how time 

and words are ruthlessly slaughtered by the Philomatian 

Society.  A visit by an outsider generally elicits surprise, 

sometimes admiration, and oft times consternation.  Last 

Friday night the religious editor in company with the 

managing and sports editors wended their way to the 

beautiful alabaster school building, situated on Laurel Hill, 

intent on exposing the mysteries of Phil O‟Matian, which 

have caused our little city to view with awe and amazement.  

On entering we were somewhat astounded to see the eclat of 

the town present, in fact more eclat than any thing else.  Over 

in the northeast corner sat sweet Elsie Eisenblott, of curling-

iron fame, totally unconscious of the many glances of 

sympathy and grimaces cast at her and her escort who calls 

on her seven nights a week with a Sunday matinee. 

- Boar rides on Lake Reynolds is one of the nightly 

amusements. 

- Croquet, or “mud billiard soirees” as they are commonly 

called in other parts of the state, have not yet struck Ava. 

- The Philomathian Society gave an enjoyable entertainment at 

the school house last Friday night. 

- The county court at their meeting last week refused to order a 

financial statement of the condition of the county this year.  

Well, we don‟t blame them much, as they have been 

misappropriating the funds of the county, and of course do 

not want the tax payers to find it out.  This is not a campaign 

story, but a fact that any one can find out by examining the 

records of that court.  There has been a great many shady 

transactions since the first of last January, and it would be 

well for the taxpayers of this county to keep their eyes on the 

actions of this court. 

 

May 20, 1897 

- Everybody interested in Decoration Day services are 

requested to meet at the Grand Army hall, Saturday, at 3 p.m. 

to make arrangements, and appoint committees, and attend to 

other business that may come up relative to Decoration Day 

services. 

- The Bank of Ava has been making some needed 

improvements inside and out. 



Ava, Missouri            Douglas County Herald          1887 -- 1899 
 
  Dr. Brown’s Excerpts - Vol. 1, Copyright©2011 

  

 129 

- A Pleasant Affair--Thursday night is one long to be 

remembered by the young people of Ava, more vividly by 

some than by others.  The scene of merry-making and table-

feasting was at the residence of Mr. and Mrs. J.W. Lytle, 

residing on East Benton Avenue given in honor of their 

children, Edward and Mable. 

 

May 27, 1897 

- T.W. Davis is plastering, putting in shelving, and otherwise 

improving the inside of his storeroom on the south side of the 

square.  He is putting in an upper deck or gallery clear 

around the inside of his store room thus adding almost a half 

more room for goods.  Tandy in the two years he has been in 

business has built up a good trade and it now becomes 

necessary for him to carry a larger stock and of a greater 

variety.  Mr. Davis is about the only merchant in Ava that 

does any advertising in the home papers and as a natural 

consequence his trade has increased ten times as much as any 

other merchant in town. 

- Six persons were baptized at the Baptist church last Sunday 

morning and seven in the evening on Cowskin creek.  Rev. 

A.W. Smith of the Methodist-Episcopal church officiating.  

The crown at the baptizing on Cowskin last Sunday 

afternoon was estimated at over 300 people.  Nothing like a 

baptizing on a Sunday afternoon in the country to draw a 

crowd. 

- The sidewalk leading to the school house is getting in a very 

dilapidated condition. 

- A visit to Granada, Sunday, reveals the fact that the town is 

bustling as ever. 

 

June 3, 1897 

- The town of Squires seems to be on a little boom, several 

buildings are in course of erection and several more 

contemplated. 

- Rev. J.J. Martin, D.D., pastor of the Methodist Church, at 

West Plains will deliver the Baccalaureate address at the 

commencement exercises at the Baptist Church next 

Wednesday evening. 

- Commencement exercises next Wednesday evening.  Misses 

Dora Souder, Edith Bralley, Minta Bell, and George B. 

Wilson will graduate.  On Thursday evening, the High school 

will give their exercises. 

- Our Normal school will close next Wednesday noon.  

Commencement exercises, Wednesday and Thursday. 

- A Pleasant Affair--Thursday night is one long to be 

remembered by the young people of Ava, more vividly by 

some than by others.  The scene of merry-making and table-

feasting was at the residence of Mr. and Mrs. J.W. Lytle, 

residing on East Benton Avenue given in honor of their 

children, Edward and Mable. 

 

June 10, 1897 

- “Presbyterian billiards” is raging again over near the Jumbo 

Hotel.  Circuit Clerk Miller is the recognized champion. 

- There are more lop-sided gates in this burg than in any other 

town twice its size in South Missouri. 

- H.S. Wilson, superintendent of our schools, has had some 

needed work done on the Baptist church this week in the way 

of painting, ceiling the vestibule, etc. preparatory to holding 

the commencement exercises. 

- The graduating exercises of our Normal school began last 

night at the Baptist church.  The graduates delivered their 

orations to a large and appreciative audience, after which 

Rev. J.J. Martin, pastor of the M.E. Church of West Plains, 

delivered a very fine baccalaureate address. 

- Prof. D.M. Brewer, the elocutionist gave one of his 

entertainments at the Baptist church last Friday evening to a 

large and appreciative audience.  Some liked the 

entertainment and some were disappointed. 

 

June 17, 1897 

- Bro. Routzong has sold his interest in the Farm Record to 

Mr. Finn of Fayette, MO.  During Mr. Routzong‟s control, 

the Record has been built up from a very poor sheet to one of 

the best populist papers in South Missouri.  Mr. Finn is a 

very pleasant gentleman and we believe he will continue to 

make the Record the success it has been for the past year.  

We welcome Bro. Finn into the newspaper fraternity and 

wish him abundant success. 

- A Big Muddle Over the Teachers Institute Which has 

resulted in Great Injury to the Institute as Well as the Schools 

of Douglas County. 

 

June 24, 1897 

- Last Thursday‟s dailies announced the appointment of John 

F. Miller as post master of Ava.  He will probably take 

charge the first of July. 

- Miss Nora James has opened up a private subscription school 

in Ava this week.  She started in yesterday morning with an 

attendance of about 20. 

- There will be more building in Ava this summer than in any 

town twice its size in South Missouri.  With three new brick 

buildings going up in Ava this summer, our laboring men 

will not lack for work. 

- The Douglas County Normal Band started for West Plains 

last Monday afternoon.  The members of the band are J.M. 

Miller leader and 2nd E-flat cornet, J.W. Pettit, 1st E-flat 

cornet, Claud Pearcy, solo B-flat cornet, John Wilson 1st B-
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flat cornet, Elmer Pearcy, solo Alto, C. Miller, 1st Alto, 

Howard Wilson 2nd Alto, H.S. Wilson, 1st tenor, Aaron 

Kennedy, 2nd tenor, J.C. Curnutt, Baritone, J.T. Hailey, B-

flat bass, J.C. Byrd, E-flat Bass, Philip Abel snare drum, 

C.W. Meeker, bass drum.  They expect to be home 

tomorrow.  They will be met at different points on the road 

by about 20 teachers from the county who will accompany 

them to West Plains.  About a dozen teachers and citizens 

accompanied them from Ava. 

- The Masons and Odd Fellows have finally made the 

necessary arrangements to build an elegant large hall over 

M.C. Reynolds store building.  It will be 15x__ feet in all.  

Mr. Reynolds has also concluded to remove the old frame 

building now being used by these lodges and build a brick 

building on that lot. 

 

July 1, 1897 

- The Routzong Restaurant was closed up yesterday on an 

attachment by the Springfield Grocery Co. For a debt of 

about $170. 

- Anyone looking for a good town in which to open a first-

class furniture store, hardware store, tin shop, or harness 

shop would do well to come to Ava and see what a good 

opening there is here for these lines of business. 

- Teachers Institute Quarrel between the County Court and H. 

S. Wilson. 

 

July 8, 1897 

- Considering the short time in which it was gotten up the 

Fourth of July celebration in Ava last Saturday was a pretty 

fair success.  There was a good big crowd on the ground and 

everyone had as enjoyable a time as ever.  There were the 

usual picnic fixtures such as merry-go-round, dance floor, 

refreshment stands, etc.  One noticeable thing was the 

absence of drunkenness.  We did not see a drunk man on the 

grounds. 

- J.F. Miller, our new P. M. Is fixing up a neat little post office 

in the south room in the Miller block. 

- The county court‟s teachers institute made a grand start last 

Monday.  There were 2 enrolled Monday.  However Tuesday 

they did a little better, there were 6 enrolled making 8 

altogether in attendance. 

- Ava is now connected by telephone with Springfield, Sparta, 

Dogwood, and other points west of here.  The line was 

finished up and connected with Ava last week.  The office in 

this city is in Mr. Turner‟s Store.  Instruments have been put 

in at Dr. Burdette‟s, Mr. Andrews and several other private 

residences between here and Dogwood. 

- Squires: J.M. Lewis is now a full fledged merchant.  He is 

putting in a complete stock of groceries at Squires and asks 

all his friends to drop in and see him. 

 

July 15, 1897 

- Work has begun on the Miller brick block.  The foundation is 

being built by Sherman Hawks and Al Farmer.  There are 

good stone masons and are doing a good job. 

- John F. Miller is now P. M., his commission came Tuesday 

and he took charge of the office and moved it over into the 

room just south of H. M. Miller‟s drug and grocery store, on 

the west side of the square.  He bought Mr. Hailey‟s P.O. 

fixtures and has fitted them up in front part of room.  The 

back part of the room will be occupied by Mrs. Miller with 

her stock of millinery goods.  She will also assist in running 

the post office. 

- Mr. A.C. Allinson moved into town from his farm the fore 

part of the week and is occupying Mrs. Mallonee‟s residence 

on east Washington Avenue.  Mr. Allinson is a first-class 

painter, and has secured several contracts in Ava already, and 

among others that of painting the fine new residence of Geo. 

B. Waters. 

- Squires: Joseph Davis has taken the contract to build a new 

school house in the Robertson district. 

 

July 22, 1897 

- Don‟t forget Thrasher‟s Restaurant on the south side of 

square.  This is the old reliable restaurant that always keeps 

on hand good things to eat and a good meal at all hours. 

- The new telephone company is putting up a number of poles 

on different streets in town, and will put instruments in a 

number of private residences.  The headquarters, or switch 

board, will be in W. J. Turner‟s store. 

 

July 29, 1897 

- Mr. And Mrs. J. W. Pettit gave a lawn social to the teachers 

at their residence just east of town, last Saturday evening.  

They all had a pleasant time. 

- Mr. and Mrs. H. S. Wilson will give a law social and 

farewell reception to the teachers attending the institute at 

their beautiful residence on east Benton Avenue. 

 

August 5, 1897 

- The Seymour Opera Company presented the “White 

Mountain Boy” at the G.A.R. Hall in this city last Friday 

evening to a small audience.  As we were not present we are 

unable to say what kind of a performance they gave. 

- List of teachers who received their certificates. 

- List of books according to the new school text book Law of 

Missouri. 
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August 12, 1897 

- Mr. R. H. Thrasher has been sick with the fever for the past 

week, but is now getting better. 

- Mr. S. S. Kirkham finished up burning his kiln of brick last 

Friday night.  He has 215,000 brick. 

- Will Beaman, our barber, was confined to his room with a 

spell of fever for a few days, the fore part of the week. 

- Miss Birdie Crow, the lady evangelist will be in Ava, the 

second Sunday in September and deliver a sermon at the 

Baptist church at 11 a.m. 

- A lodge of the Modern Woodmen of America was instituted 

at the Masonic hall, in Ava, last Friday night with a charter 

membership of 14.  It is called Ava Camp No. 4913. 

- Dr. Murray recently bought the Payne lots on the corner of 

Benton Ave. and Jefferson St.  He is now strongly in the 

notion of moving his drug store building onto these lots and 

he and Mr. Mercer going in together and building a double 

brick store building on the south side of the square where 

their stores now stand. 

- Joe Sell, Dr. Murray‟s efficient drug clerk has fixed up the 

show windows in the drug store in a very artistic manner.  

Joe is catching onto the drug business like a duck takes to 

water. 

- J. M. Miller, the “baldy blacksmith” moved into town last 

Monday.  He is now “at home” in the Ruffin property just 

south of his shop.  Mr. Ruffin will occupy one room of the 

house. 

- A half interest in the Rome Roller Mills is for sale.  See 

advertisement elsewhere.  This is one of the best mills in the 

county and is a rare opportunity for some one to go into the 

milling business. 

 

August 19, 1897 

- H. M. Miller has let the contract to Moses Hailey and other 

parties to burn 120,000 brick for his brick building on the 

west side of the square.  They are now getting the ground in 

shape on Mr. Miller‟s land just south of town. 

- Jonathan Stout of Vera Cruz was in town Saturday.  He 

visited the Herald office and deposited a couple of plunks to 

keep the Herald coming his way. 

- Jesse Tolerton sold the Ava Saloon to its former proprietor, 

Will Miller, last Monday morning.  Consideration $1,000. 

- The bone discovered in Senator Burkhead‟s well a few 

weeks ago is attracting considerable attention. 

- S. S. Kirkham made a flying trip to Springfield last Saturday 

for the purpose of securing the iron work for the new brick 

buildings and also employ some good brick layers. 

- Mr. S. S. Kirkham entered his new brick kiln yesterday and 

finds he has the finest brick he every burned in this county. 

 

August 26, 1897 

- Beats All Airship Tales.  The Airship Seen in Ava Last 

Saturday night--Reynolds‟ Pond Drained of All Water.  

About 1:30 a.m., the cause of all the excitement begun when 

suddenly a tremendous roaring burst on the still night air.  

People ran to the doors thinking a cyclone was upon them 

but the sky was cloudless.  Nothing was to be seen save an 

enormous cigar shape affair about 200 feet from the earth 

which was slowly circling around in the northwest part of 

town.  It was seen to have an enormous propeller attached to 

the rear and a very ingenious steering apparatus enabled the 

occupants of the air-ship--for such it was--to control the 

wonderful machine with perfect ease.  Those who had keen 

eyes saw that the airship was connected with the earth by 

what appeared to be a long hose.  After hovering there a 

space of perhaps half an hour the connecting hose was drawn 

up and the ship sailed away toward the east.  Some of the 

bravest of the people then investigated.  The air ship had 

become slack of water, which it doubtless used in some way 

for motive power and had tapped Reynolds‟ pond, 

completely draining it.  So the much talked of air-ship has 

visited us and gone.  Every citizen of Ava claims and interest 

in it, inasmuch as it is using our water for motive power. 

- Ava is not booming but just building a few brick business 

houses.  Five brick buildings at one time is a pretty good 

showing for an inland town. 

- The Cowskin and Little Beaver base ballists matched a game 

of ball at Arden last Saturday.  The Cowskin boys invited 

Bid Reynolds, Paul Coleman and Henry Miller to go out and 

help them as the Little Beaver boys had secured the services 

of some good players from Sparta.  The game was played on 

the grounds just west of Garrison‟s store.  At the end of the 

fifth inning, when the score stood 7 to 2 in favor of the 

Cowskin club, the Little Beaver boys threw up the sponge 

and quit.  They couldn‟t hit Paul Coleman‟s pitching and 

wouldn‟t play any longer if he pitched. 

- Bud Nave, the liveryman on South Madison street will feed 

your horses as cheap as anyone in town.  He also keeps all 

kinds of feed for sale.  Give him a call. 

 

September 2, 1897 

- Work on the foundation of Dr. Murray‟s new brick building 

was begun last Saturday.  The old drug store has been moved 

out into the street where it will remain until the new one is 

completed. 

- We understand that the new brick yard of Mr. Miller‟s south 

of town, is meeting with success.  Mr. Hook, of Springfield 

is molding some as good brick as were ever made in Ava.  

They expect to burn 150,000 in the first kiln. 
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- Dr. Landers has added a new porch to his residence on Park 

Hill which improves the looks of the same. 

- Marion Lumpkins has purchased the Robertson residence 

property in the northeast part of town. 

- An addition is being built to J. M. Miller‟s blacksmith shop 

on south Madison street. 

- Sheriff Geo. W. Johnson has purchased the Pennington 

property on the south side of the square.  Consideration 

$500. 

- The corner store for the new Methodist church at Prior will 

be layed on Saturday, September 11th at 2 o‟clock p.m. with 

appropriate exercises conducted by Rev. J. K. Moshier and 

Rev. Beggs of Mountain Grove.  The stone will be put in 

place by 10 little girls.  On Sunday, September 12th at 11 

a.m. there will be services at the new church and also a 

basket dinner. 

- The furniture store of Mr. Robertson was closed up last 

Friday under a mortgage to J. A. Spurlock and H. Inman.  

The goods will be sold at public action next Monday by 

Constable Henry Miller.  We trust that it will fall into the 

hands of some one who has capital enough to put in a good 

stock of furniture and has the business ability to run a good 

furniture store.  A good first-class furniture dealer, one that 

thoroughly understands his business can catch all the trade.  

We are not casting any reflections on Mr. Robertson‟s 

business ability but the trouble with him was he did not have 

sufficient capital to conduct the business properly. 

 

September 9, 1897 

- A. H. Vanhowden who lives one and a half mile west of 

Squires reports to the Herald that he found a pocket book 

belonging to Zack Wells.  The owner can have the same by 

calling on Mr. Vanhowden at his home. 

- Church Dedication: The ceremony of laying the corner stone 

of the M.E. Church at Prior, will take place next Saturday, 

September 11, 1897.  In a receptacle in the corner stone will 

be placed several articles including copies of the Herald for 

the inspection of future generations who may tear down the 

building in order to give place for a more modern structure, 

twenty-five or fifty years hence, when Prior has grown to a 

town of a thousand inhabitants or more.  The building is 

36x40 feet with 16 foot ceiling and built in modern style.  It 

will cost $400 in cash and $500 in work donated.  The 

building belongs to the M.E. Church, but will be used by all 

denominations when not in use by the Methodists. 

- Bid Reynolds is having the ware room in the rear of the 

lodge room moved onto his lots just south of the square and 

will have it fixed up as an addition to his house.  Not only 

this but Bid is doing some of the work himself and wants us 

to tell the people of it. 

- Duedrop Mercer, son of our grocery man, J. S. Mercer, while 

helping load goods at Mansfield, the fore part of last week, 

fell from the wagon and broke his arm.  He was immediately 

brought home and Dr. Landers set it. 

 

September 19, 1897 

- Large crowds go nightly to Pilot Knob to hear Miss Crow 

discourse.  Ava is always represented. 

- W. J. Turner has traded his residence in the northeast part of 

town for the Riggs property in the west part.  Mr. Turner will 

make some improvements on his new home and move into it 

soon.  Mr. Turner now has one of the nicest and most 

valuable residences in Ava.  We understand Mr. Turner gave 

Mr. Riggs $280 difference.  Both parties moved Tuesday. 

- J. H. Upchurch has taken charge of the Hailey house and will 

move with his family to town right away.  He is going to 

make some improvements and run a first class hotel.  Mr. 

Upchurch is a jolly good man and will make a good hotel 

keeper. 

- Jiz Reynolds does not look very much like a bar-keep but the 

other day a stranger walked into the bank and asked for a 

Klondyke cocktail.  Jiz explained to his prospective customer 

that he was running a bank and not a saloon.  Ever since then 

he has been trying to find out who steered the guy into his 

place of business. 

- A Good Man Gone: Our little city was shocked yesterday 

morning by the announcement that J. C. Mency was deed.  

He died at the residence of Cap. Pennington‟s where he has 

been living ever since he has been in Ava, about 8 a. M. 

After an illness of about two weeks of Bright‟s disease, at the 

age of 56 years.  Mr. Mency was a man that attended strictly 

to his own business and was honorable and upright in all his 

dealings with his fellowman.  John C. Mency was born in 

Germany, and moved with his parents to this country in 

1845.  His father died while crossing the ocean and his 

mother died within a very short time after they landed.  There 

were six children in all and he was one of the youngest.  

Shortly after his mother‟s death he was adopted into the 

family by Robert Taylor of Christian county, Illinois, with 

whom he lived until he was 21 years of age.  He left the 

family roof of his adoption and started out into the world to 

make his own fortune.  How well he succeeded is shown by 

the fact that when he died he was estimated to be worth over 

$20,000.  He leaves two brothers in Illinois, one sister in 

North Missouri and one sister in St. Louis.  He came to Ava 

13 years ago and went into the milling business with Cap. 

Ed. Pennington.  They sold out their business to Pennington 

& Lytle about three years ago.  Since that time Mr. Mency 

has done very little but live off the interest of his money and 
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enjoy life as best he could, with the exception of the short 

time he was in banking business with Dal Martin. 

- Judging from the number of spectators engaged in watching 

the erection of Dr. J. H. Murray‟s new brick, Ava will soon 

be a town of bricklayers.  Its a shame to stand around and 

steal another man‟s trade especially when he is looking right 

straight at you. 

- Charles W. Meeker has erected a commodious blacksmith 

shop just south of his residence property.  He intends to run a 

first-class shop and will have an expert workman in charge.  

We predict for him a good trade. 

- The Bell Real Estate Agency have secured the 14 acres lying 

just northeast of town and are having it surveyed and plated 

as an addition to Ava.  They will be prepared to sell lots right 

away.  This land lies high and level and will make one of the 

prettiest additions to the town and will be a very desirable 

part to live in. 

- We understand that Mr. J. L. Martin has secured the services 

of a first-class blacksmith to take charge and do the work in 

his shop just north of the Singleton livery stable.  Ever since 

Mr. Martin‟s unfortunate long spell of sickness in which he 

lost the use of his good right arm that well known shop has 

been closed except during the time Snow and Miller worked 

in it. 

- Charlie Meeker has just completed a fine large blacksmith 

shop on the corner of his lots on the square north of 

Reynolds‟ store.  He has secured the services of Mr. Avery, 

one of the best smiths in Marshfield to do his work and 

Charlie will also work in the shop at times.  This will insure 

the people of this section some of the best work ever done in 

this part of the state. 

 

September 23, 1897 

- Ava is on a boom, new brick houses going up on every side. 

- The new lodge room being built over Reynold‟s store is 

being to look very cityfied. 

- Very few towns the size of Ava will have a larger or finer 

looking building than the Reynolds building when 

completed.  There will be no finer lodge room in this part of 

the state. 

- Mr. Jones, who recently came here from Iowa, has opened a 

barber shop in Dr. Hailey‟s building on the southeast corner 

of the square.  He is said to be a first class manipulator of the 

razor. 

- W. R. Hendricks and W. A. Sharp, the bricklayers on the 

new brick buildings are the fastest and best, brick masons 

that ever struck this town.  They are not only good 

bricklayers but pleasant gentlemen. 

- Arrangements have been completed for putting in two brick 

store rooms just south of Reynold‟s building on the east side 

of the square.  H. S. Wilson is going to build one of them and 

S. S. Kirkham the other. 

- Work on Dr. Murray‟s new drug store has been delayed on 

account of a failure to get the iron factories that they are 

several weeks behind with their orders. 

- Adams & Reynolds have erected a large porch and veranda 

in front of their hotel on the southwest corner of the public 

square.  It improved the looks of the building a great deal.  

This is a large and well arranged hotel and if someone would 

take it and furnish it in good style they could make some 

money out of it. 

- Some of the steps leading into the court house square are 

badly in need of repair.  Someone is liable to fall and hurt 

themselves and then sue the county for damages. 

- Ad: Great Bargains--Finest lots in Ava on Sale Cheap.  The 

Bell Real Estate Agency have completed the surveying and 

laying out the lots in the Miller addition to Ava.  These lots 

are located in the northwest part of town, and are the most 

desirable residence lots in town. This company now have 

them for sale.  The first to come will get the pick of the lots. 

 

September 30, 1897 

- T. W. Davis leads the boot and shoe trade in Ava. 

 

October 14, 1897 

- Parker Varble, the popular landlord of Singleton Hotel, and 

family spent Sunday on his farm south of town. 

- Mrs. Joe Sell is helping Tax Collector Duckett during the tax 

paying term. 

- J. L. B. Herndon, of Allerton, Iowa recently purchased 472 

acres of land lying three miles west of Ava, and will in a 

short time stock it with high bred cattle.  The tract is a 

beautiful one and is nearly all under fence.  It comprises the 

following well known farms: the Bud Brown farm, 192 

acres; the Mike Andrews farm, 80 acres; the John Buchanan 

farm, 120 acres; the F. F. Andrews farm, 80 acres.  The 

consideration was $5,000 and is said to be one of the largest 

dirt deals in the history of the county. 

 

October 21, 1897 

- Presiding Elder Thomas of the M. E. Church, preached a fine 

and practicable sermon to a large congregation at the Baptist 

church in this city last Sunday evening. 

- Mr. Avery who has charge of Charlie Meeker‟s blacksmith 

shop moved his family down from Marshfield last week and 

is occupying the Silvey property just south of the square. 

- Dr. J. T. Hailey and J. F. Patterson have formed a partnership 

and are going to open up a drug store in the Hailey on the 

southeast corner of the square.  Dr. Hailey is one of the 

oldest and best citizens of Ava and has had considerable 
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experience in the drug business, having run a drug store here 

several years ago.  Mr. Patterson is an old citizen of the 

county having lived and done business at Silverton for 

several years where he gained an enviable reputation as an 

upright business man.  They have sufficient capital to put in 

a good stock of drugs and we predict for them a fair share of 

the drug business. They are busy getting their room in shape 

and expect to open for business about the first of November.  

It will be called the Star Drug Store. 

 

October 28, 1897 

- Jiz Reynolds is having his residence property nicely painted. 

- Ed Clinkingbeard now occupies the Sell property in the 

southeast part of town. 

- Esquire Snyder has moved into the Jesse Martin property on 

Webster Avenue. 

- Luther Story, who has been clerking in T. W. Davis‟ dry 

goods store in this city for the past six or eight months left 

Tuesday for Southwest City, MO where he has secured a 

position with a large store in that city. 

- A traveling manipulator of the paint brush has been in town 

this week doing some good work for our businessmen.  

About the nicest job he has done is the sign on the door of 

Will Beaman‟s barber shop.  He is about the best artist that 

ever struck this town. 

- Marion Lumpkins has moved into property he lately 

purchased from John Robertson in the northeast part of town.  

Capt. Fannon moved into the property vacated by Mr. 

Lumpkins on west Benton Avenue.  Mr. Fannon is having a 

well drilled and otherwise improving the property. 

 

November 4, 1897 

- Verna, son of Mr. and Mrs. H. S. Wilson has been 

dangerously sick this week. 

- Dr. H. M. Miller opened his new brick kiln the latter part of 

last week and we understand has some very fine brick. 

- Walter Baker, who was employed in this office for a few 

weeks about two years ago, is now living with his parents at 

Geneseo, Kansas.  He was in Ava last Saturday securing 

licenses to marry Miss Belle Clinkenbeard of Arno.  Mr. 

Baker‟s people used to live at Thornfield where Walter had 

many friends.  Miss Clinkenbeard is the second daughter of 

John D. Clinkenbeard, and was one of the leading teachers of 

Douglas county.  Their many friends will join with the 

Herald in wishing them a long and happy married life. 

- From the Granada Times: A car load of household furniture 

and fine cattle, belonging to J. L. B. Harnden, who lately 

purchased a large farm near this place arrived at Cedar Gap 

on last Wednesday in charge of Jno. Harnden, Jr. and is now 

being unloaded.  Mr. Harnden accompanied by the balance 

of the family will arrive about the 5th of next month. 

 

November 11, 1897 

- For pure fresh Drugs go to the Star, S. E. Cor. Sq. Ava, MO. 

- New drug store, the “Star” southeast corner sq. Hailey & 

Patterson. 

- Born:--To Dr. C. W. and Mrs. Meeker, a son.  November 

6th, 1897. 

- Thursday, November 25th has been proclaimed as 

Thanksgiving day for the year 1897. 

- Dr. H. M. Miller ha concluded to postpone the building of 

his brick store room until spring. 

- Rev. J. H. Bridges, has purchased the Raymond property by 

the northeast part of town, and has also rented the Judge Siler 

property.  He will move to town in a short time. 

- The new drug store of Hailey & Patterson which opened up 

for business the first of this month is already having a very 

satisfactory trade.  They call it the “Star Drug Store” and it is 

located on the southeast corner of the square. 

- Cheap cash drug store, the STAR S.E. Cor. Sq. Ava MO. 

 

November 18, 1897 

- At last the old wooden calaboose has disappeared.  John 

Miller purchased it and this week moved it on to his lots in 

the south part of town and will use it for a four ____ hog 

house.  Now that the county has no jail, it will have to pay 

$1.50 per day to guard prisoners during court.  Pretty 

expensive. 

- Bud Nave is meeting with good success in the barn he 

recently leased from H. O. Martin.  Bud is a jolly good 

honest fellow and deserves the success he is meeting with. 

 

November 26, 1897 (Friday) 

- Granada Times:--Allen Miller is building a neat little 

residence on the corner of 2nd and Cole streets, where he 

intends to move as soon as completed. 

- Dr. Murray moved into his new drug store building last 

Wednesday night.  He now has one of the finest drug stores 

in South Missouri.  It would be a credit to any large city. 

- Mr. and Mrs. John F. Miller gave a very pleasant crokinole 

party, at their beautiful residence on south Madison street, 

last Friday night.  A pleasant time was had by those present.  

Elegant refreshments were served. Mrs. G. B. Waters won 

the prize as the best player. 

- Whit King began excavating for the foundation of a new 

brick store room on the lot south and in connection with the 

two being built by Messrs. Wilson and Kirkham on the east 

side. 
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December 3, 1897 (Friday) 

- A badly crippled man with a “striking” machine has been 

holding forth in front of our office this week.  Wm. I. 

Singleton seems to be the champion hitter.  He knocks the 

“tornal” thing clear out almost every lick. 

- J. F. Patterson has sold his interest in the Star drug store to 

his partner, Dr. J. T. Hailey.  Mr. Patterson purchased the 

Kitterman farm, in Walls township, within a mile or so of 

where he used to live.  Mr. Patterson has to much of that 

rustling nature to sit down in a store in town and wait for 

customers, and while this new drug store was and is doing a 

good business, was too slow for Mr. Patterson.  He pined for 

a farm where he could be busy all the time. 

- Ad: Ava Barber Shop.  Good work. Razors honed and put in 

good order.  South side square. Ava. 

 

December 19, 1897 (Friday) 

- R. M. Kennedy has formed a partnership with Dr. Hailey in 

the drug business and the stock of the Star Drug Store will be 

just doubled.  Mr. Kennedy putting in as his half a stock 

equal to the amount already in the store.  With this addition 

of capital they will be able to establish a large and well 

assorted stock of drugs. 

- J. M. Adams is building some additions and otherwise 

improving his residence property in the southwest part of 

town. 

- A special council of the Ava Missionary Baptist will meet at 

their church on Saturday, December 18th, 1897, at 2 p.m. for 

the purpose of recognizing the organization.  A cordial 

invitation is extended to everybody. 

- Mt. Grove Advertiser:--Seventeen families passed through 

here Tuesday on their way from Benton county to the 

northeastern part of Douglas County where they own 1500 

acres of wild land.  They were part of an organization that 

has existed about three years, owning everything in common, 

eating at a common table, and believing in a doctrine that 

teaches a double creation, the divinity of Adam, and other 

strange things. 

- Howell County News:--That free-love outfit., headed by 

“Rev.” L. S. Garrett, which was reported to have located at 

Willow Springs, has been induced, for political purposes, it 

is said, to settle in Douglas county about 15 miles southeast 

of Willow Springs.  The members have populist tendencies 

and Thomas, the Fusion Representative of that county, has 

designs upon their votes to secure his re-election to the 

Legislature.  It is a great scheme. 

- Ava, Mo.: Dec. 7, 1897.  I hereby certify that the false and 

slanderous statements said to have been made by me, 

reflecting on the character of Rev. H. C. Mullen, are untrue.  

And I further certify that I did not at anytime make such 

statements concerning the above named person.  Signed, 

Joseph E. Sell, Clerk of Ava Drug Store.  (Letter from H. C. 

Mullen follows). 

- Work on the new brick store room on the east side is 

progressing as rapidly as possible.  They will be ready for 

occupancy soon after the first of January next.  The north 

room, Mr. Wilson has rented to Wes Hailey for either a 

hardware store or a grocery store.  The south room, Mr. 

Kirkham‟s we understand will be occupied by the post office 

and Mrs. Miller‟s millinery store. 

- Mr. Wilson has bought the Masonic-Odd Fellows hall and 

will move it onto the lot just across the street north from Dr. 

Landers‟ residence.  He will fix it up into a residence 

building. 

- Uncle Billy Kester of Arno was married last Sunday to M. P. 

Jenkins of Roy.  The bridegroom of 65 years of age and the 

bride of 55. 

- Mr. Kirkham began Tuesday getting everything ready to 

mould and burn another kiln of brick.  He will only burn 

about 100,000 this time.  These brick will be used in building 

the Wilson, Kirkham buildings on the east side of the square. 

- Fire was started in the new brick kiln the fore part of last 

week.  They expect to have the brick sufficiently burned by 

today.  The kiln contains 170,000 bricks and Mr. Miller 

expects to begin putting them into his new building on the 

south side of the square as soon as they cool off so they can 

be handled. 

 

December 17, 1897 (Friday) 

- The people of Ava seem to be middle-of-the roaders as there 

are very few side walks in town. 

- Parker Varble, fine host of the Arlington is rapidly 

recovering from the bad spell of bleeding of the lungs he had 

a few weeks ago. 

- The Odd Fellows were the first to meet in the new hall.  

They held their regular meeting there last Saturday night and 

elected their officers for the ensuing year. 

- The brick layers on the Wilson Kirkham buildings were 

compelled to work a great part of last Sunday in order to 

finish these buildings so they could get back to Springfield 

on Monday where they had promises to go to work on some 

buildings in that city.  Sunday work is not generally done in 

Ava but this was a case of necessity. 

- The A. F. & A. M. will hold a stated communication next 

Saturday night, Dec. 18.  Election of officers for the coming 

year will be held.  A full attendance is desired. 

- We neglected last week to call the attention of our readers to 

the livery stable advertisement of Bud Nave.  Bud recently 

leased the Martin barn on East Lincoln Avenue, and is 

keeping it up to the old standard of excellence.  Bud is one of 
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Ava‟s old citizens and is deserving of the patronage of the 

citizens of the town.  His prices for rigs and feed are as 

reasonable as any stable in town.   Give him a call. 

- Ad: Homeseekers, Capitalists, and Investors.  Now is the 

time to invest while land is cheap.  If you are looking for 

cheap land, come to Douglas County, MO.  Ava: Ava, the 

county seat is a live and energetic town of over 800 

inhabitants and is doing more business than any other inland 

town in Southern Missouri.  There are still good business 

openings for nearly all classes of business.  Those who are in 

business here are doing well.  We also have in Ava, a fine 

school building and one of the best Normal Schools in South 

Missouri, in addition to our regular free school.  The 

railroads are giving reduced rates on immigrant goods and 

live stock to this country.  Now is the time to locate here 

while the land is cheap.  Raw timber land is from $2.00 to 

$7.50 per acre; improved farms are from $5.00 to $25.00 per 

acre, owing to improvement and location.  There is still some 

government land here fit to enter for farm purposes and some 

mineral land. 

 

December 24, 1897 (Friday) 

- Ava is beginning to put on Metropolitan airs, she is going to 

have two Christmas trees this year. 

- The extreme bad weather for the past week has stopped the 

workmen on all the new buildings in town. 

- John Hylton, father of the Hyltons who live west of town, 

died last Friday at the ripe old age of 79 years.  He was 

buried on Saturday in the Ava cemetery. 

- T. E. Glass has traded his residence property in the 

Southwest part of town with J. W. Singleton for 14 acres of 

land just northeast of the city limits.  There are about 600 

apple trees on the property Mr. Glass traded for. 

- There will be a Christmas tree at the Baptist church under the 

auspice of the Christian Endeavor and Sunday School.   A 

small admission fee of 10c will be charged all persons and 

children not members of the Sunday school.  There will also 

be a Christmas tree at the Court house for the benefit of the 

public generally.  There will be no admission charged those 

wishing to attend or put presents on this tree.  Everything 

will be free. 

- Ad: Only Poultry House in Ava.  J. B. Miller, West Side 

Public Square, Ava, MO. 

 

December 31, 1897 

- Jim Miller is making a success of the poultry business.  By 

his being the only one in town engaged in that business some 

people get the idea in their heads that he will not pay as high 

as if there was some competition.  This is a mistaken idea. 

- All you that are in favor of reorganizing the city government 

of Ava hold up your hands.  97 yes, 9 nays.  The proposition 

carries. 

- Born--To Mr. and Mrs. H. S. Wilson, of this city on 

Thursday morning, December 30, 1897, a bright ten pound 

daughter. 

- The family of Mr. Andrew Sell is enjoying a visit from their 

daughter, Cora, whose home is now in Arkansas.  She was 

married a few months ago to a Mr. Newsome of Siloam 

Springs. 

- In Ava for the first time in years, there were two Christmas 

trees or places to distribute presents.  At the Baptist church, 

in place of the usual Christmas tree, an arch was constructed, 

and proper exercises held by the members of the Christian 

Endeavor and Union Sunday school.  For the first time in 

many years at a Christmas tree in Ava, there was no 

drunkenness or rowdyism.  The house was comfortably filled 

and an excellent program was carried out.  At the court house 

there was another Christmas tree.  At this place they ha d a 

regular evergreen Christmas tree and it too was well loaded 

with presents for old and young.  Appropriate speeches and 

declamations were given and everything went off in the usual 

merry Christmas way.  An effort was made at both places to 

see that no child went away without having been 

remembered with some kind of Christmas present. 

- W. F. Hutchinson, „Old Hutch‟ the famous base ball pitcher 

who twirled the Minneapolis club to victory in 1896 and one 

of thee main stays of the Chicago club, is the Auditor of the 

Ozark Construction Company, which is building the St. 

Louis, Mansfield, and Ava Southern Railroad. 

- It was rumored on the streets of Ava last week that Prof. 

Lewis, who was principal of the Ava school three years ago, 

was recently whipped by a woman in Stanfield, Missouri.  

She became enraged at him for whipping her boy and she 

went to the school house and walked into his room and 

knocked him down with her fist and slapped him a few 

times. 

 

January 6, 1898 

- Obituary--Aunt Sarah Belt, whose maiden name was Sell--

sister to Andrew and N. B. Sell--died of bronchial affection 

in Spring Creek township, Douglas County, MO at the home 

of the last named brother, a few minutes after 3 o‟clock 

Wednesday morning, December 29, 1897, aged sixty-eight 

years, eleven months and twenty-seven days.  Mrs. Belt is a 

native of Prebble county, Ohio, but had lived some years in 

Indiana.  Most of her life was spent in Iowa county, Iowa, 

where she was a member of the M.E. church. 

- Rev. J. H. Bridges is building a neat residence on the lots he 

lately bought of Raymond. 
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- Wes Hailey, returned from Marshfield the latter part of this 

week.  He will open up his grocery store just as soon as the 

workmen can get the room ready for him.  He will occupy 

the Wilson building just south of Reynolds‟ store. 

- There will be a special meeting of Friendship chapter No. 48, 

O.E.S. in their new hall in Ava Saturday afternoon, January 

15, 1898 at 2 o‟clock. 

- Andrew Allen, who lived about six miles northwest of Ava, 

died last Friday night at the age of 80 years.  He leaves a 

wife and one child to mourn his loss. 

- There will be a public installation of the officers of Ava 

Lodge No. 26, A. F. and A. M. of Ava in their new hall next 

Saturday evening, January 15, 1898, at 7 o‟clock.  A cordial 

invitation is extended to everybody to be present and see the 

installation in the new hall.  All members of the order are 

urgently requested to be present. 

- The Bank of Ava has taken out insurance against day and 

night robbery.  This makes this already safe institution 

doubly secure.  No banking institution in Missouri is better 

managed or safer than the Bank of Ava.  Vice President 

Adams and Cashier Reynolds understand the banking 

business thoroughly and it is through their able management 

that this bank stands as high as it does. 

- Dr. H. M. Miller began hauling brick last Monday 

preparatory to beginning the erection of his double brick 

business house on the west side of the square. 

 

January 13, 1898 

- D. R. Brown (“Bud”) who lately sold his farm to Mr. 

Herndon from Iowa, bought what is known as the old Jake 

Huffman farm last week. 

- Terrible Storm: The news was brought to Ava last night that 

Bradleyville, in the northeast corner of Taney county, was 

visited by a very destructive storm Tuesday night.  The town 

has only about twenty-five inhabitants, and was entirely 

blown away.  Our informant says there were six persons 

killed and a large number badly wounded.  We did not learn 

who were killed or injured. 

- Ava Literary Society--According to announcements, a few of 

the citizens of Ava met at the Farm Record office on Friday 

night last for the purpose of organizing a literary society in 

the town of Ava.  The house resolved and proceeded to 

arrange a program to be rendered at the court house on 

Friday night, January 15.  The program is as follows: 

1. Transaction of the business of the organization. 

2. Question for debate--Resolved that the signs of the 

times indicate a downfall of the republic. 

 Affirmative--Mr. Hollingsworth, Rev. Mullen, Bernard 

Finn. 

Negative--Prof. Baker, Att‟y J. S. Clark, C. F. Roberts. 

- We learn that colony of Free Lovers or whatever they call 

themselves have located on the land adjoining Representative 

W. H. Thomas.  Our informant says there are 17 wagons on 

the ground and last week had three log houses built. 

- James Fannon of Wright county, son of Capt. Fannon of this 

city, has traded for the Willis stock of racket goods.  He 

intends selling out these goods and putting in a stock of 

groceries and running a restaurant.  Mr. Willis got a farm in 

Wright county in the trade and moved up there last week. 

- John Young, from the north part of this county has purchased 

the residence and blacksmith shop and tools of Jesse Martin 

just north of the Singleton Hotel.  Mr. Young is a practical 

and good blacksmith and in connection with Lum Snow will 

continue the business at the old stand. 

- John Robertson is building a large fine eight room residence 

on his lots in the northeast part of town.  When completed it 

will be one of the finest residences in Ava.  John is one of the 

most enterprising men in Ava and can build a large fine 

house where almost any other man would hardly get the 

foundation done.  A few more men like him with a little 

capital, and there would be plenty of residences for any one 

wishing to move to town. 

 

January 20, 1898 

- Go to the Farmers‟ Restaurant for your meals. 

- Shot to Death.  Henry Woods Killed by James Morrison Last 

Friday.  The Tragedy Caused by Drink.  A little after 12 

o‟clock last Friday, James Morrison, who lives near this 

place, while under the influence of liquor, shot Henry 

Woods, of Marion county, Arkansas, to death on the side 

walk in front of Miller‟s saloon in Ava.  The body was 

removed to the court house where it lay without dressing till 

Saturday morning, when Coroner Snow summoned a jury 

and held an inquest returning a verdict. 

 

January 27, 1898 

- Parker Varble will give up the Arlington Hotel today.  Mr. 

Varble has been running this house for about a year and has 

made quite a success of it.  We understand that Geo. 

Campbell of Mansfield will take charge and run it in the 

future. 

- Public Meeting: An adjourned meeting of the citizens of Ava 

was held at the Baptist church last Thursday night to discuss 

the questions of reviving the city government and the 

prevention of whisky selling in Ava. 

- I.O.O.F Officers Installed.  Last Saturday evening, January 

21, the officers of Douglas Lodge No. 319, I.O.O.F. were 

installed at the new hall by Dr. W. J. Jackson, D.D.G.M. of 

Seymour, MO. 
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- Jail Meeting--There will be a mass meeting of the citizens of 

Douglas county who have subscribed toward building a 

county jail and those who are interested is building of said 

jail, at the court house in Ava on Saturday night, January 29, 

at 7 o‟clock for the purpose of appointing the necessary 

committees and taking such other steps as are necessary to 

further the building of said jail. 

 

February 3, 1898 

- To-morrow morning the teachers meeting for Douglas 

county will convene in the Baptist church.  It is expected that 

this will be the largest and most profitable meeting every 

held in this county.  The citizens of Ava generally are 

cordially invited to be present at all the meetings. 

- Will Turner is making some improvements on his residence 

in the west part of town.  Mr. Shoemaker is doing the 

carpenter work. 

- All who subscribed towards building a jail are requested to 

pay same to W. J. Turner immediately, as he was elected 

treasurer at our jail meeting. 

- Eleven years ago yesterday, Wednesday, February 2, 1987, 

was the day of the biggest snow storm ever known in this 

country, so says Uncle Martin Singleton. 

- George Campbell, lat of Mansfield has taken charge of the 

Singleton hotel and is fixing it up to good space.  George is a 

nice sociable man and will make a good landlord. 

 

February 10, 1898 

- Homer and William Moore from the north part of the county, 

are occupying rooms in Professor Wilson‟s building and will 

attend school. 

- Marriage licenses: J. J. Walker to Sarah J. Morris, both of 

Squires. 

- J. A. Nash and A. C. Bralley have traded their interest in the 

big general merchandise store of Barnes and Nash, at Sparta, 

to T. W. Davis, of Ava, for his building and stock of general 

merchandise in Ava. 

 

February 17, 1898 

- T. W. Davis has sold his entire stock of merchandise to 

Bralley & Nash, who will still continue to make the lowest 

prices in Ava. 

- Mrs. M. K. Miller, who had been quite sick for some time, 

was able to be down to the store and postoffice the latter part 

of last week. 

- Mrs. Cora Nuisum, of El Dorado Springs, MO. Who has 

been visiting her parents, Mr. and Mrs. Sell, of Walls 

township for the past two weeks, returned to her home the 

latter part of last week. 

- The following is the result of the election for city officers for 

the town of Ava: John Snyder 9 votes; R. H. Thrasher 9 

votes; E. D Pennington 10 votes; C. W. Meeker 10 votes; 

William M. Miller 10 votes; J. M. Curnutt 1 vote.  Judging 

from this vote the citizens of Ava don‟t want a town 

organization. 

- At the meeting of the county court last week a petition signed 

by nine-tenths of the citizens of Ava was presented to the 

court asking them not to grant William Miller saloon license 

for the next six months.  The prayer of the petitioners was 

refused.  It seems to be the settled policy of this court to pay 

no attention to the will and wishes of the people as expressed 

by petitions. 

- Ava Literary Society.  On Friday evening, February 25, 

1898, the A.L.S. will vary its regular program and give an 

entertainment as follows: Henry Burke, “The Beauties of 

Life in the Country;” J. S. Clarke, “The Law and the Profits;” 

J. C. Curnutt, “How I Handle„em or the Versatile School 

Ma‟am;” Rev. H. C. Mullen, “The Circuit Rider;” E. 

Surguine, “The More Hast the Less Spaced;” A. H. 

Buchanan, “May it Please the Court;” J. A. Hylton, “The 

Schoolmaster Abroad;” E. Roberts, “An Original Poem;” J. 

A. Hollingsworth, “A Three-String Tune About a Country 

Print Shop;” J. W. Hailey, “The City Grocer;” A. Burkhead, 

“Which Pays Better, Politics or the Wood Pile?” H. S. 

Wilson, “The New Woman;” B. Finn, “The Duties of a 

Married Man;” J. H. H. Baker, “My Impressions of Ava;” 

George W. Johnson, “Catch as Catch Can, or the Experience 

of a Detective.”  Declamations by the following persons have 

been promised: Misses Mary Hoops and Lottie Farnsworth, 

Masters R. P. Mercer, Dan Thrasher. 

 

February 24, 1898 

- James Fannon has moved his racket store into the north room 

of the big hotel building on the southwest corner of the 

square. 

- The scholars of the Ava high school rendered a very 

interesting program last Tuesday afternoon.  Washington‟s 

birthday. 

- Those who attended the Washington‟s birthday exercises at 

the school house last Tuesday afternoon were highly 

entertained. 

- The change of proprietors didn‟t seem to make much 

changes in the trade at the “Ava Cash Store.”  The same big 

crowd of customers can be found there everyday.  Messrs. 

Bralley & Nash, who bought T. W. Davis out, are gentlemen 

that soon gain the confidence of the people. 

- The plate glass for the Kirkham building arrived last 

Monday.  They are the largest ever brought to this town 

being 78 x 80 inches square and 2 of an inch in thickness. 
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- Postmaster Miller says he expects to get into his new 

quarters on the east side about the first of March.  Wes 

Hailey also expects to get his grocery store started by that 

time. 

- R. M. Cloud is moving to town this week.  He has rented the 

George Johnson building on the south side of the square, in 

which he is going to run a restaurant and lunch room. 

- News from Rome.  A magic lantern entertainment at 

Fairview Monday night.  There was an old-fashioned ball 

and magic lantern show at Daniel Sager‟s on the 14th.  Dr. 

Little has a new postoffice and drug store in a fairway of 

construction on Main street. 

 

March 3, 1898 

- J. H. Whiteside, foreman of the Herald office, moved his 

family to town last Monday.  They are occupying the Fry 

house on South Madison street. 

- Our monied men are complaining about the lack of money 

borrowers.  There is so much money in the country that there 

is no demand for money. 

- Mr. and Mrs. J. M. Adams have their new home complete 

and last Tuesday moved into it.  They have one of the most 

convenient residences in Ava. 

- The public school will close to-morrow, and on next Monday 

the normal school will begin.  The primary department will 

continue just as it is now and will be free tuition. 

- The members of Ava Lodge No. 26 A. F. and A. M. Are 

requested to the present at a special meeting of the Lodge on 

Saturday night March 5, 1898, for the purpose of deciding on 

the time of dedicating the hall.  H.S. Wilson, W.M. 

- Mrs. Frances Smith, whose husband ran a wagon shop just 

south of the Jumbo hotel a few years ago, was visiting in Ava 

the forepart of this week.  They still own that span of calico 

ponies they had while living here. 

- Moses Hailey will move to Denlow where he will live in the 

future.  Mr. Hailey owns a well drill and finds more work in 

that part of the county than in this, so he moves his family 

over near to where he is at work. 

- The forepart of last week, J. W. Singleton and Geo. B. 

Waters boarded a two-horse rig and started to explore the 

Klondike of Missouri--the gold fields near Siloam Springs in 

Howell county.  They returned last Saturday but claim they 

don‟t know for certain any more than they did before they 

went.  They say there are parties who have a small quantity 

of gold which they claim was found near the town and that 

some capitalists from St. Louis are making arrangements to 

develop the find.  Whether there is anything in it or whether 

it is a huge scheme to sell some land they were unable to find 

out. 

 

March 10, 1898 

- Go and see the New Klondike, one door south of Reynolds‟. 

- Everything usually kept in a first class grocery store can be 

found at the Klondike grocery store on the east side. 

- The hogs are doing a good job of cultivating the court house 

yard.  We have not learned just what kind of a crop our 

populist officials are going to put in, but suppose it will be a 

fusion crop of middle of the road stickers. 

- Postmaster Miller moved the postoffice from the west side 

over to the Kirkham new room on the east side last Monday.  

Mrs. Miller also moved her stock of goods over at the same 

time.  Mr. Miller has fixed up one of the nicest and most 

convenient offices in this part of the state and we want to say 

right here that Mr. Miller, with the assistance of his most 

efficient assistant.  Miss Flora Kirkham, is running the office 

in a very satisfactory manner. 

- Notice--I have moved from the Farmer‟s restaurant to the 

Jumbo Hotel where I am better prepared to give meals and 

lodging at the lowest possible rates.  Special rates to boarders 

by the month.  James Fannon. 

- E. W. Roads was allowed $12.00 for keeping Maud A. 

Hammons, pauper, until the first of May. 

- Wes Hailey received a large portion of his goods for the new 

grocery store last Monday.  They hauled five big wagon 

loads down from Mansfield--in all about 15,000 pounds--and 

Wes and his clerks have been busy every since marking and 

placing the goods on the shelves.  He is located just south of 

Reynolds‟ store, in the Wilson building and is going to have 

one of the best and finest grocery stores in south Missouri. 

 

March 17, 1898 

- Bruten Marler has moved out onto the Oliver Hailey farm, 

south of Ava. 

- The Ava postoffice is the most citified looking postoffice in 

this part of the state. 

- Staple and fancy groceries, tobacco and cigars, candies, nuts, 

fruits, and stationery, etc. at the Klondike. 

- Everything usually kept in a first class grocery store can be 

found at the Klondike grocery store on the east side. 

- The contract for putting in the foundation for the new jail has 

been let to Hawks & Stevenson.  All who subscribed work 

are requested to report to the committee for work right away. 

- Wes Hailey‟s new grocery store is one of the neatest looking 

stores in south Missouri. 

- Just compare Ava with two years ago and then see if you can 

honestly say that she hasn‟t shown some evidence of 

prosperity. 

- We understand Bid Reynolds is going to build a new six 

room residence in the northeast part of town, just across the 

street from John Robertson‟s new home. 
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- Ed Lytle is building a neat residence on the lots just west of 

his father on east Webster avenue.  Ed has lately taken unto 

himself a better half and is going to start out in life in his 

own home.  He is the engineer at the Penninton-Lytle mills, 

and is one of the best young men in our town. 

- The workmen have been busy all week erecting the new 

fences around the court house yard.  When it is completed, 

the yard should be sowed in blue grass seed, and every 

citizen of Ava should make it his business to set out some 

kind of tree.  The courthouse yard can be made a very pretty 

place in the course of a few years if all our citizens would 

take enough interest in it to set out or have set out one shade 

tree.  Let‟s all do something in this line. 

- Will Miller moved his saloon into the room vacated by the 

postoffice on the west side of the square last Friday.  After he 

had everything fixed up in nice shape some of those who 

objected to having a saloon anyways near them called Mr. 

Miller‟s attention to the fact that his petition on which his 

license was granted called for the saloon on the south side of 

the square.  Will had never thought of that so he had to move 

it all back again to the old stand on the southeast corner. 

- In looking over the bank statements published by the various 

banks in this part of the state, we notice that the statement of 

the Ava bank shows as much or more business than any bank 

in this part of the state.  We don‟t know of a bank in this part 

of the state that can make a showing of $64,449.15 business.  

It speaks volumes for the management of the Ava bank. 

- Rev. E. C. Ralls, who has been stationed at Gainsville for the 

past year, and who has been sent to this place for the coming 

year passed through Ava last Tuesday on his way home from 

conference.  He has rented the Widow Hartin property in the 

southeast part of town and will probably move here Saturday 

or Monday next. 

- We neglected to inform our readers last week what progress 

was being made on the new jail.  A meeting was held in the 

court room Saturday night February 26 and Dr. J. H. Murray, 

George W. Johnson, and A. P. Miller were appointed a 

committee to go ahead and build the jail.  There has been 

about $400 paid in and 150 or 200 more subscribed.  The 

committee has been busy this week making all the necessary 

arrangements and the workmen began last Monday 

excavating for the foundation. 

- A lot of Negroes from Wright county and Springfield, styling 

themselves “The Great Southern Minsters” came down from 

Mansfield last Friday and gave what they called a show at 

the G.A.R. hall Friday and Saturday nights.  It was a show, a 

holy show of the rankest kind.  There was a fair little 

audience Friday night, but no one who knew or had heard 

any thing about the outfit could be induced to go Saturday 

night.  These colored boys found the walking not very 

crowded Sunday between here and Mansfield. 

- Ed Clinkingbeard left Tuesday afternoon for Little Rock, 

Ark. Where he has a desirable position in a general 

merchandise establishment.  Ed is a good salesman and will 

make friendly wherever he goes. 

- Our fine Italian climate lost its grip last Tuesday and the 

temperature slipped from 60 degrees to 26 degrees on 

Wednesday morning and the earth was covered with about 

two and a half inches of sleet. 

- Throwing pennies at a crack has become so common here of 

late as to be a nuisance.  In the court house hall and two or 

three other places a crowd of boys and men may be found at 

almost any time engaged in this very elevating sport. 

 

March 31, 1898 

- Big Convention--Republicans of Douglas County Meet in 

Convention.  Big Attendance, Big Enthusiasm, Everything 

Harmonious and Republicans Confident of Victory this Fall.  

Pursuant to the call of the county central committee the 

republicans of Douglas county met in delegate convention in 

Wilson‟s Opera House in Ava last Tuesday at 2 o‟clock.  

There was an unusual large attendance. 

- The drama entitled “The Turn of the Tide” was given at the 

Wilson opera house last night by the Normal school.  There 

was a very large crowd in attendance, and every one highly 

appreciated the play.  Each member played his or her part in 

an excellent manner.  They give the same play tonight.  Our 

time and space forbids us giving an extended notice this 

week. 

- Benton Township Republicans--Pursuant to a call by the 

Republican County Central Committee the republicans of 

Benton township met in mass convention last Saturday 

afternoon at the court house in Ava for the purpose of 

selecting a township representation on the county central 

committee and four others to act as delegates to the county 

convention last Tuesday.  Delegates elected: J. M. Curnutt, J. 

A. Spurlock, J. W. Singleton, and H. O. Martin; alternates: J. 

J. Bell, A. W. Smith, J. McKaskey, and B. M. Burchell. 

- Democratic meeting: The democrats of Douglas county met 

at the court house last Monday and elected the following 

delegates to the state convention at Springfield: W. C. H. 

Zion, Dr. K. L. Burdette, Sr. and J. H. Upchurch.  The 

following delegates were elected to the judicial convention at 

West Plains: L. O. Hailey, T. A. Kay, R. O. Orr, Albert Orr, 

W. F. Reynolds, Jas. Siviles, K. L. Burdett, and J. B. 

Butcher. 

- Joseph E. Sell, whose name appears among our 

announcements this week as a candidate for recorder, was 

born in Mattoon, Coles county, Illinois, January 14, 1872, 



Ava, Missouri            Douglas County Herald          1887 -- 1899 
 
  Dr. Brown’s Excerpts - Vol. 1, Copyright©2011 

  

 141 

where he lived with his parents until the fall of 1878, when 

they emigrated to Iowa county, Iowa.  Here they remained 

till Joe had grown to manhood, when on account of his 

father‟s health (who was a blind man) he determined to try 

the “land of blessed sunshine” and “big red apples.”  In 

November, 1891, he came to Douglas county and by his 

energy and pleasing manners has won the good will of our 

people as a worthy and rising young man. 

 

April 14, 1898 

- Casto had a magic lantern show last Saturday night. 

- Miss Edith Bralley, and Mrs. M. K. Miller each gave a 

millinery opening last Saturday, and the stores were full of 

ladies all day selecting their spring head wear. 

- The foundation for the jail is about completed and the 

building committee has contracted for the erection of the 

walls at once.  They are determined to finish as rapidly as 

possible. 

- The jail building committee have bought the brick Dr. Miller 

has on the southwest corner of the square, for the walls. 

 

April 28, 1898 

- I.O.O.F. Celebration and Dedication.  Tuesday, April 26, 

1898, At 1 o‟clock the Douglas County Normal Band 

marched to the Normal building where several hundred 

scholars were in waiting.  The line being formed they 

marched to the Masonic-Odd Fellows Hall where they were 

joined by about 100 Odd Fellows, and from there to the 

Baptist church, where the anniversary exercises were 

observed by the following program: Long live the scenes and 

incidents connected with the celebration and dedication of 

the Odd Fellows and their beautiful hall. 

- Now that work on the jail is going forward rapidly we hope 

the county court at their meeting next Monday will make the 

necessary appropriation to buy the steel cages, corridors, and 

doors. The brick and carpenter work will be done and the 

building ready for the cages within a month, and as the court 

does not meet again for three months now is the time for 

them to make the necessary arrangements to buy the cages, 

etc. 

 

May 5, 1898 

- People who want to buy good goods always go to W. J. 

Turner‟s on north side of the square.  Ava, MO. 

- Mr. and Mrs. Asbery Burkhead entertained a few of their 

relatives and intimate friends at their residence on Evergreen 

Hill last Monday night.  The occasion was the first 

anniversary of their marriage, and was fittingly observed. 

- A number of the relatives and intimate friends of Martin L. 

Singleton gathered at the Hotel Singleton on Wednesday, 

April 27, of last week to do him honor and congratulate him 

on passing another milestone in life‟s journey.  He is now 52 

years old and is about as lively as a yearling colt. 

- The court made an appropriation of $1,210 to buy cells and 

gratings for the new jail, $700 of which was drawn from the 

judgment fund and $510 from the fund of 1896.  J. H. 

Murray and W. J. Turner appointed to buy and look after the 

putting in of said cells.  They gave an approved bond in the 

sum of $1,800 for the faithful discharges of their duties. 

 

May 12, 1898 

- Last Friday T. W. Davis came over from Sparta and stayed 

here until last Monday.  He rented the Andy Miller store 

room on the west side in which he is going to open up a 

brand new stock of general merchandise.  He and Whit King 

are going in partnership so we understand. 

- Good Hope district is wanting to build a new school house.  

Various propositions have been made for building, we don‟t 

know if there will be bonds issued or not.  On the 3rd there 

was a most interesting gathering at Avery Johnsons‟ on Little 

Beaver, to celebrate the 60th anniversary of the married life 

of our aged father and mother.  Joseph Johnson, 84, and 

Sarah Johnson, 70 years.  E. Johnson. 

- With T. W. Davis occupying the Miller building on the west 

side every store room in town will be occupied. 

- Drs. Landers and Osburn performed a very delicate operation 

last week on Mrs. Mose Elliott who has been stopping at 

Mackey James, in this city.  She is now recovering very 

rapidly and was taken home yesterday. 

- The Ava dramatic company is making arrangements to go to 

Seymour Saturday night where they will render the “Turn of 

the Tide” for the people of that little city.  The band will 

accompany them. 

 

May 19, 1898 

- Let a boy fall, and all hearts and hands are at his command 

for redemption sake.  He is somebody‟s darling.  That is 

right, save a fallen creature whenever you can.  Every 

mother‟s heart is bleeding for him and the church is open to 

him if he inclines to return or mend his ways and if he does, 

he is banqueted as the right prodigal son.  But what of the 

girl who has been led astray?  If she falls a victim to man‟s 

perfidy, whose tears are shed; whose doors are open; how 

many mothers or sisters weep; how many fathers or ministers 

pray for her.  She is a fallen woman and for her there is no 

love, no sympathy.  She becomes an outcast.  This is the 

exact state of things in nine cases out of ten.  Why do women 

spurn their own sex when one happens to fall, and the same 

day take the man who brought disgrace upon her, by the hand 

and try to redeem him?  There is an unsolved mystery in all 
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this, and if any lady can satisfactorily explain why she has 

such a hatred for outcasts of her own sex when a man is in all 

probability the cause of her downfall, we would be glad to 

bear the explanation.  Why not love and save fallen women 

as quick or much quicker than fallen men?  But not so.  She 

is shunned, scoffed at, and her soul is lost while a forgiving 

heart and open hand is extended to the fallen man. 

- The dramatic club “Turned the Tide” at Seymour last 

Saturday to an appreciative audience.  The band 

accompanied them as did many of our citizens.  Everybody 

came home safe and sober except Joe Hylton‟s English 

mastiff.  He says the animal got excited at the sound of the 

sunset gun and jumped into the briny deep and never came 

back. 

- Clean up the alleys, streets, and door-yards. 

- The dramatic club “Turned the Tide” at Wilson‟s Opera 

House last Friday night. 

- Mansfield Mail: We are confident that the crazy man who 

was brought within our city limits and “dumped out” upon 

this city came from Ava, and that he properly belonged to the 

Farm Record‟s office is a known fact. 

- Marion Brown, son of Rev. Thomas S. Brown, one of the 

oldest citizens of Douglas County, living near Rippee, died a 

week ago last Wednesday, at the age of about 30 years, with 

some kind of stomach trouble. 

- We are informed that the acrobatic feat performed by two 

members of the dramatic club at Seymour last Saturday was 

an act not down on the bills.  It was a result of a 

misunderstanding between the horses and the rear wheels. 

 

May 26, 1898 

- A young man entered Reynolds‟ store last Tuesday and 

appropriated a pair of shoes belonging to the firm and walked 

out.  Horace Curnutt asked him to explain, and not being able 

to do so was delivered over to Henry Miller for safe keeping.  

We did not learn his name, or where he was from.  He 

afterwards settled for the shoes and is happy once more we 

suppose. 

- Rev. N. Gass will hold a series of meetings in the grove near 

the first ford of Hunter creek commencing on the second 

Sunday in June and continuing on the second Sunday of each 

month thereafter during the summer.  A fine arbor will be 

furnished with plenty of seats by residents in that vicinity.  

All are cordially invited to attend. 

- Congressional Convention.  Pursuant to a call issued by the 

congressional committee, the republicans of Douglas county 

met in mass convention at the court house in Ava last 

Saturday. 

- The funeral sermon of the wife of J. M. Johnson, who died 

January 12th, 1898, will be preached by Rev. Piland at 

Walnut Grove Church House, the 3d Sunday in June 1898. 

- The sunny Italian climate is beginning to make itself known 

in this locality. 

- The Masons will dedicate their new hall on St. John‟s Day, 

June 24th.  A large crowd is expected. 

 

June 2, 1898 

- We received a pleasant call last Monday from Isaac Garrison, 

merchant at Arden.  He informed us that they have been 

doing a reasonably fair business and were going to put in a 

larger stock than they have been carving heretofore.  The 

Garrison Bros., Isaac and Jasper, are among the best young 

men in this country and by their upright and fair dealing have 

built up a mercantile business, second to very few in Douglas 

County. 

- Commencement exercises next Wednesday; literary 

exercises on Thursday and reception on Friday night. 

- Guy T. Harrison of Gainesville, was in Ava, Monday, 

attending to some business connected with coming judicial 

convention. 

- The commencement exercises of the Ava Normal will be 

held at the Wilson Opera House, Wednesday and Thursday 

evenings.  A very interesting program is being arranged for 

both evenings. 

- Ava Lodge, No. 26, A. F. & A. M.  Will observe Saint 

John‟s Day, June 24th with dedication of new Masonic Hall. 

- A Pleasant Time.  One of the most enjoyable affairs of the 

season was the pleasant party given by Miss Ida Landers, at 

her home on Park Hill, last Saturday evening. 

 

June 9, 1898 

- Rev. H. B. Boudre, D. D. of Springfield, MO. arrived 

yesterday and delivered the baccalaureate address at 

Wilson‟s Opera House last night.  The address was an 

excellent one and well appreciated by the audience, teeming 

with good points and stories making it a treat well worth 

hearing. 

- Literary Exercises: Thursday, June 9, 1898.  G. O. Vannoy 

“Home”; C. F. Mercer, “the Camp Fire Song”; E. F. Roberts 

“For the Chief‟s Daughter”; Mary Hoops, “Who Wears the 

Mark Cain on His Brow”; Judson Orr, “Thanatopsis”; Chas. 

Coble “Importance of the Union”; Clara Abel, “The Actor‟s 

Story”; John F. Suny, “Concerning Kisses”; Elmer Knight 

“An Engineer‟s Story”; Effie Hailey, “Whisperin‟ Bill;” 

Belle Miller “How Jane Conquest Rang the Bell”; Lilian 

Burkhead; Nora Pettit, “March of Girl Graduates.” 

- Dr. M. H. Osborn moved his office and professional fixtures 

and tools into the old Douglas County Bank building the first 
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of the week and now boasts of having the finest professional 

office in the town of Ava. 

 

March 2, 1899 

- Ad: City Bakery and Restaurant, J. W. Pettit, South side of 

square.  Staple groceries, Confectionery, and Lunch Counter. 

- Ad: Hotel Thrasher, R. W. Thrasher, Proprietor. 

- Box Supper and Entertainment--There will be a box supper 

given at the Opera Hall on Thursday evening, Mar. 2nd by 

the members of the New Beginners Band.  Proceeds to be 

applied on present indebtedness of Band.  We respectfully 

ask the citizens to come out and help us in our efforts in 

reorganizing the Band.  We hope that ladies, both old and 

young, will be liberal, and each one bring a box well filled 

with goodies to eat.  The men and boys will be there with 

money to buy, and we trust that the kind ladies will not 

disappoint them.  Come one, come all. 

- Normal Notes: The following is the program of the gold 

medal contest to be held at the opera house, Friday evening, 

March 3: 

Music ......................... Douglas Co. Normal Band 

The Wreck of the Hesperus ................ Ada Inman 

How Jane Conquest Rang the Bell.... Belle Miller 

Vocal Solo: “On the Banks of the Wabash 

 Far Away” .................................... Maud Hailey 

Blue and Gray ................................... Effie Hailey 

Sister and I ..................................... Susie Neiman 

Instrumental Solo: “The Shepherd Boy” 

 Mable Lytle 

Rising of 1776..................................... Ethel Ralls 

One of the Little Ones ....................... John Snyder 

Vocal Solo: “Break the News to Mother” 

 Dora Meeker 

- With this issue the Herald stares in on a new year.  The paper 

is twelve years of age and staring in on the teens.  It has been 

under its present management a little over four years.  During 

our connection with the paper we have tried to get off a paper 

that the people of the city would be proud of. 

- Rome Items: Old uncle Abner Garrison died Feb. 23
rd

 at Bill 

Helcome‟s, his son-in-law.  Uncle Abner was one of the 

early pioneers of this county coming from Ind.  And settling 

in this county in 1832.  He was from Virginia where his birth 

occurred in 1808.  Mr. Garrison was an old bear hunter, 

having killed several in this and adjoining counties. 

- The illegal sale of whisky is still going on in our little town.  

I think the fault rests on our prosecuting attorney to some 

extent and the good people of our neighborhood who ought 

to raise up against such a curse. 

- Old settlers say this has been the most severe winter in this 

part of the state for 18 or 20 years; some say the most sever 

the country ever saw.  There has been more fruit trees killed 

than ever before known. 

- At the time John Klineline died his life was insured in the 

Modern Woodmen of America for $3,000 in favor of his 

wife, formerly Miss Emma Osborne, daughter of Dr. M. H. 

Osborne of this city.  Last Friday, John F. Miller received a 

draft for the money to be turned over to Mrs. Klineline.  A 

short time after getting the draft out of the post office and 

before he had an opportunity to deliver it he received a 

telegram from the head camp to withhold the draft awaiting 

further investigation; it seems that with a view of making a 

few dollars, or for revenge or spite work some person has 

reported to the held officers that John Klineline obtained 

admission to the lodge through fraud. 

 

March 9, 1899 

- J. L. Fannon our popular north side tonsorial artist made a 

business trip to Squires last Monday. 

- H. S. Wilson has been helping the county court in making 

their settlement with collector Duckett, and J. A. Hylton has 

been teaching Mr. Wilson‟s room, and Pearl Mercer has been 

filling Mr. Hylton‟s place. 

- The second gold medal contest of the Ava school took place 

at the opera house last Friday night.  There were six 

contestants, and all rendered their pieces well.  John Snyder 

got the gold medal which was decided by judges, and the 

silver medal, which was awarded by popular vote was given 

Miss Belle Miller. 

- The box supper at the opera house last Thursday night for the 

benefit of the band, was a most enjoyable event, and was 

well patronized by our citizens.  The boys rendered some 

good music during the evening under the leadership of J. W. 

Pettit. 

- Marriage Licenses: G. Wilson Sell to Anzona A. Wilson, 

both of Ava. 

- The weather manipulators fooled our people by turning into 

them another northern blizzard last Saturday night and 

Sunday. 

 

March 16, 1899 

- Obituary: Died, in Ava, on Wednesday morning, March 

15th, 1899, after a lingering illness with paralysis, Mrs. 

Amanda Curnutt, beloved wife of Mr. J. M. Curnutt at the 

age of 60 years and two months. 

- Holestine-Burdette: Marriage on Wednesday, March 8th, Mr. 

J. F. Holestine and Miss Lillie Burdette. 

- John S. Spurlock has bought Jim Fannon‟s barber shop. 

- For a clean shave and stylish hair cut go to John S. Spurlock, 

north side square. 
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- If you want a good lunch go to J. B. Miller.  Hot coffee 3c, 

two fried eggs 5c, fried ham 5c. 

- Last Saturday the wind blew down the frame of Grant 

Eslick‟s new house, south of town. 

- John F. Miller is having an addition built onto his property in 

the south part of town. 

- Why carry your groceries, meats, and flour when you can 

buy them as cheap at J. B. Miller and have them delivered to 

your door free. 

- Capt. Pennington and Charles Shoemaker are each building a 

neat little cottage in the northeast part of town.  Mr. 

Shoemaker is doing the mechanical work. 

- S. S. Kirkham and family have moved into the same house 

with Mr. and Mrs. John F. Miller and have rented their 

residence to a family by the name of Adams from Spring 

Creek township who are moving to town to educate their 

children. 

- Dr. Murray this week bought 20 feet off of the north side of 

Mr. Kirkham‟s lots on south Jefferson street.  This added to 

the lot where J. J. Hollingsworth lives will have him 

something like a hundred foot front.  He contemplates 

building a two room addition to that property.  The doctor is 

sure an energetic citizen, the kind that builds up a town. 

 

March 23, 1899 

- Clean towns and courteous treatment at John S. Spurlock‟s, 

the north side barber. 

- See John S. Spurlock in the Jewelry store, up to date barber. 

- Report of Rev. Ralls.  Official members of the M. E. Church, 

Ava charge: 

Stewards: Sallie Adams, Ben J. Smith, John Snyder, C. C. 

Burrows, D. R. Brown, Dr. Burdette, Hannah 

Clinkingbeard, Josie Pearcy, Bert Allison, and M I. 

Bardwell. 

Trustees: Dr. Burdette, D. R. Brown, Joe Ellison, R. D. 

Rodgers, A. W. Ellison, Josie Pearcy, Lewis Byrd, C. H. 

Pearcy, Rev. A. W. Smith, Sallie Adams, and Ben J. 

Smith. 

Spiritual Report: Delivered 133 sermons; made 428 pastoral 

calls; converts 22; additions to the church on probation 18; 

by letter 20; dismissed by letter 2; deaths 1; organized one 

Sunday school, one Junior and one Epworth League; one 

ladies aid society which has made $32.85. 

The above officials‟ term of office will begin March 23, 

1899.  E. C. Ralls, P.C. Ava Charge, St. Louis Conference. 

- What our Neighbors Think of Us: M. H. Holland, traveling 

representative for the Springfield Republican, visited Ava 

a week or two ago and in writing up his visit has the 

following to say about the improvement that has taken 

place within the last few months and the general outlook of 

the city.  “While the town has the disadvantage of being 

remote from a railroad, yet no inland town has made 

greater nor more lasting improvements than it has.  There 

is not a vacant residence in the town, and from 15 to 20 

new residences have been built in the last year.  Seven 

brick business houses have been erected in the past year, 

and also they have erected a splendid two-store brick jail, 

with jailer‟s residence below and jail about. 

- Professor Landis, a long haired individual, gave a slight of 

hand entertainment at the opera house last Tuesday night to 

a small audience. 

- Ivy Landers, and _____ Sell left last Saturday for Iowa on a 

visit to relatives and looking for work of some kind.  We 

wish the boys success. 

- Obituary: Died at her home seven miles east of Ava, March 

10th, Mrs. J. C. Allen, age 45 years.  Mrs. Allen was born in 

Harrison county, Ky, March 9, 1954, moved to Missouri in 

1884 where she resided until her death. 

 

March 30, 1899 

- See John S. Spurlock in the billiard hall up to date barber 

- J. S. Spurlock has moved his barber chair into the Miller 

building with the billiard tables. 

- Guy Harrison, of Gainsville is among the attorneys that is 

attending court this week. 

- Our restaurants and hotels have been doing a thriving 

business this week. 

- Elmer Cassiday, an expert mechanist, of Springfield, is in 

the city this week putting in new flues in the large boiler at 

the Ava Roller Mill. 

- Mrs. W. L. Fannon, of this city, was not a little surprised 

last Sunday at the arrival of her sister, Miss Sallie Davidson 

of Rome whom she had not seen for over five years.  

“Aunt” Sallie though 74 years old still prefixes “Miss” to 

her name, having never taken part in her matrimonial right.  

“Grandma” Fannon is 76 years of age, and both of the 

ladies have a prospect of living several years yet, which we 

sincerely hope they may. 

- The Wichita Eagle tells this shocking story of a mother‟s 

shattered joy: When the Eldridge house was being rebuilt 

the third time at Lawrence an Irishman fell from the roof, 

and as he struck he yelled “God.”  This shock made him an 

helpless invalid there after, and his old mother was glad that 

his last act of consciousness was a prayer.  Years after a 

specialist said he could relieve the pressure on the brain, 

and the first word the Irishman said was “damn.” 

- John H. And Albert L. Orr, made application last Tuesday 

before Judge Evans for license to practice law in court.  The 

following committee was appointed to examine them in 

their proficiency in law: A. Burkhead, O. H. Travis, J. S. 
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Clark, George Boone, L. O. Neider, John T. Davis, E. H. 

Farnsworth.  They both passed a very satisfactory 

examination, and the committee recommended that license 

be issued to both.  They are both gentlemanly young men 

and will make good lawyers.  Just where they will open a 

law office they haven‟t fully determined yet. 

 

April 6, 1899 

- From the number of divorce cases that came up during the 

circuit court, one is most attempted to believe that marriage 

is a failure. 

- Rev. G. G. Maple, the new Methodist pastor on this charge, 

arrived in Ava last Monday with his family and household 

goods.  They are living in the Mrs. Hartin property in the 

southeast part of town. 

- A telegram was received in Ava Monday afternoon from 

Kansas City that Callie Curnutt was worse.  H. S. Wilson 

and Horace Curnutt went to Mansfield and took the evening 

train for that city.  A telegram was received from them on 

Tuesday that he was some better. 

- Attorney A. C. Kice said last Monday that “he had been in 

this county 24 years, and that the term of court last week 

was the smallest court he ever saw.”  During the four years 

we have been in this county we notice that the docket for 

each year has gradually been growing smaller each 

succeeding term.  This speaks well for Douglas county, as it 

shows that our people are becoming more law abiding and 

are more willing to settle their little difficulties among 

themselves rather than go to law about it. 

 

April 13, 1899 

- Lee Brown returned from Indiana last Saturday after an 

absence of about 18 months. 

- Callie Curnutt returned home last Friday from Kansas City 

after a two week‟s visit in that city.  Callie, while there took 

considerable worse and H. S. Wilson and Horace Curnutt 

went there after him; since returning home he has been 

getting better and we hope that he may soon be able to be 

out in town again. 

 

April 20, 1899 

- The John E. Klineline insurance claim has been 

compromised for $1,500. 

- Judge James Hailey has put down a nice new sidewalk in 

front of his property just east of the square, and also put a 

new wire fence around his lots. 

- Joseph E. Sell returned last Sunday from Rock Island, Ill., 

where he went to look after John Klineline insurance 

matter. 

- Last Monday was drummers day in Ava.  There were six or 

seven in town that day.  They all say that Ava is the best 

inland town in South Missouri. 

- Gentlemen why not all who are interested in seeing a nice 

shady court house yard, make arrangements to have a lot of 

shade trees set out.  If our citizens will set the trees, we‟ll 

guarantee that the county court and Sheriff Roper during his 

term of office will take pains to keep the stock out and take 

proper care of the trees until they are grown.  We have 

spoken about the matter every spring for four years, but no 

one seems to take the lead and have the work done.  In a 

few years from now we may all regret that this matter was 

neglected. 

- Now that Mr. Robertson has gone out of the furniture 

business in Ava it leaves a splendid opening for someone to 

start a first-class furniture store.  There is not a furniture 

store in town and if someone will come here and open up a 

good stock, and sell reasonable they can make some good 

money.  There is no better business opening in the state than 

this. 

 

April 27, 1899 

- Ad: City Restaurant. E. J. Surguine & Co., South Side 

Square. 

- Geo. W. Johnson is having an addition built to his residence 

in the south part of the city. 

- W. J. Pettit has disposed of his restaurant to Ed. J. Surguine 

and has moved on his farm south of town. 

- Mrs. Adams, who resides in the S. S. Kirkham property in 

the south part of town is reported as being very sick with 

pneumonia. 

- T. W. Davis is invoicing his stock of goods this week, 

hence did not have time to prepare any advertising. 

- What was left of the goods and fixtures of the Klondike 

Grocery store was taken charge of by Charles Blood, in the 

interest of Springfield Grocery Company.  Mr. Wes Hailey 

the proprietor has been out of business for some time, the 

store being closed for the past six weeks or two months.  

The goods and fixtures were placed in the hands of A. P. 

Miller, who moved them into his own building on the west 

of the square.  What disposition will be made of them, we 

have not learned. 

- Ava was overrun with drummers the latter part of last week 

and fore part of this.  They had been delayed here on 

account of the high waters, by Tuesday, however--the rivers 

had run down sufficiently that they took their departure. 

- The Ava school board have decided on and contracted for 

the new corps of teachers for next year‟s term of school 

Prof. Jos. A. Hylton was chosen for the principal of the 

schools, and Miss Minta Bell, Miss Bessie Pennington, and 
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Miss Vivian Sellers, will have charge of the other 

departments. 

- At a charivari given James McIntosh Monday night at his 

residence in Clay township, he was dragged from his door 

and cut to pieces by John Miller.  His windpipe was 

penetrated near the jugular vein and a four-inch opening to 

the hollow under the left shoulder blade.  The doctor 

pronounced the wounds fatal.  As far as we know, Miller 

has not been arrested. 

 

May 4, 1899 

- $1,000 given for any alum or ammonia found in food 

prepared with Calumet Baking Powder.  It is absolutely 

pure. 

- All old soldiers are requested to meet at the court house in 

Ava at 2 o‟clock sharp, Saturday, May 6th for the purpose 

of organizing a G.A.R. post. 

- We have been informed that the report of the stabbing of 

James McIntosh by John Miller, in Clay township, 

published in last week‟s Herald was not altogether correct.   

The wound of Mr. McIntosh is a very ugly onerous wound, 

the blade of the knife cutting clear through to the hollow 

and making a gash that the physician had to take 8 or 9 

stitches to sew it up.  When last heard from Mr. McIntosh 

was in a fair way to recover. 

- Greenville Sun--The investigation of the management now 

going on at the Fulton asylum is bringing to light some 

disgusting things.  It seems that some of the parties, 

especially Dr. Combs, who is a brother-in-law to the 

Governor, has been turning the institution into a house of 

prostitution and debauchery.  Shame on such management 

of a state institution of charity. 

- Dr. J. L. Gentry is making his arrangements to move to 

town for the purpose of practicing medicine.  The doctor 

first graduated from Memphis Medical College and 

practices very successfully in the neighborhood of Arden in 

this county.  Last fall, he went to St. Louis and attended the 

Barnes Medical College, from which he has again graduated 

with honors.  With all his practice and knowledge gained at 

two medical colleges he is thoroughly posted in his chosen 

profession. 

- Royal Neighbors--The fine lodge of Royal Neighbors, a 

ladies auxiliary to the Modern Woodmen of American, was 

instituted at the Masonic hall in this city last Tuesday night 

by District Deputy, Mrs. Boas, of Springfield.  The lodge 

starts out with a charter membership of over 30--there being 

28 in attendance at the first meeting. 

- Ad: Photographic.  The celebrated Cyclone Cameras are 

being used by amateurs and professionals all over the 

civilized world.  The most compact and least complicated of 

any on the market.  A child can operate them.  Plain and 

complete instructions go with each camera.  Size of pictures 

2-1/2 x 2-1/2 up to 5 x 7. $3.50 up. 

 

May 11, 1899 

- Please call at my store and receive free of charge one small 

can of Calumet Baking Powder.  We want your opinion as 

to its merits.  Jim Miller. 

- The Modern Woodmen of this city are on a big boom.  At 

their meeting last Monday night eight new members were 

voted in, and we understand 15 or 20 new names will be 

presented to the next meeting. 

- With the payment of Callie Curnutt‟s insurance, the Modern 

Woodmen will have paid out $4,500 to the beneficiaries of 

deceased members of Ava lodge.  Mrs. Klineline got 

$1,500, Mrs. R. M. Cloud and children $2,000, and Mr. J. 

M. Curnutt $1,000. 

- John S. Spurlock has sold his barber chair to Marion 

Lumpkins and left last Saturday for Topeka, Kansas, where 

he intends to enlist in the regular army and go to the 

Philippine Islands.  John is a good, stout, healthy young 

man and will make a good soldier. 

- Our Great Loss--Died: Sunday May 7th, 1899 at his father‟s 

residence in Ava, James Calvin Curnutt, age 24 years.  The 

funeral took place Monday afternoon from the Baptist 

church and was conducted by the Masons and Odd Fellows.  

The funeral procession to the cemetery was the largest we 

ever saw in Ava. 

 

May 18, 1899 

- Loud “mule riding” on the streets of Ava will soon be no 

more. 

- The closing of the mouths of the “mule riders” goes merrily 

on. 

- A lodge of Knights and Ladies of Washington will be 

instituted at the Mason‟s hall tomorrow night with a charter 

membership of about 30.  A good start for a new lodge. 

- The day in which the “mule riders” can do just as they 

please on the streets of Ava is past.  If men want to get 

drunk they will have to keep quiet, and quit swearing and 

black guarding on the streets. 

- The nine points of law are thus, concisely, if somewhat 

cynically, given by an exchange: 1, a good deal of money; 

2, a good deal of patience; 3, a good cause; 4, a good 

lawyer; 5, a good counsel; 6, good witnesses; 7, a good 

jury; 8, a good judge; 9, good luck. 

- The lovers of fox racing had a fine chase last Saturday night 

south of town.  There were about a dozen hounds in the race 

and they ran nearly all night.  A couple of young ones were 

caught, but the old ones succeeded in getting away. 
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- A good sized tarantula was captured by John Byrd in front 

of his store last Tuesday morning.  When first seen it was 

walking along carrying a sack of eggs nearly as large as 

itself.  It measured exactly four inches from tip to tip of 

legs.  Prof. Joe Hylton now has it among his specimens. 

- The damage to the creek bottom farms in this county is far 

worse than reported last week, especially in the south part 

of the county.  A large number of the best farms on Rippee, 

Fox, Bryant, and the two Spring creeks are literally ruined.  

The corn crop in this county will hardly be enough for home 

consumption. 

 

May 25, 1899 

- Is Ava going to have a base ball club this year. 

- Mrs. James Fannon left Wednesday morning to join her 

husband in Aurora, MO where Mr. Fannon has been 

working for some time.  They expect to make their future 

home there. 

- The program of the commencement exercises to be held 

June 7th will be found elsewhere in this paper. 

- Fred Miller, the blacksmith, came in from near Mountain 

Home, Ark., last Sunday, where he has been prospecting for 

mineral.  He came after his family and household goods.  

They left yesterday and will locate about 10 miles east of 

Mountain Home. 

- Obituary.  Mary Ann Baker, wife of A. F. Faust, died at her 

home at Cold Springs, on Wednesday noon, May 17th.  She 

was born in Lancaster county, Penn., September 3rd 1846. 

- Commencement program.  Following is the program of the 

commencement exercises of the Douglas County Normal to 

be held at Wilson‟s opera house, Wednesday evening, June 

7th at 7:30 o‟clock.  On program: Douglas County Normal 

Band, Rev. J. R. Pilant, Dora Meeker, Everett Davis, Ada 

M. Nash, Carl Boehm, Daniel H. Thrasher, R. Pearl Mercer, 

Mabel Lytle, Daisy B. Bralley, Walter A. Pease, Mrs. 

Bessie Kennedy, Flora Kirkham, Mrs. Enola Turner, Vivian 

Sellers, Rev. B. F. Thomas (Rolla), Rev. G. G. Maples, 

Orchestra. 

- Literary Program.  The following literary program will be 

rendered at Wilson‟s opera house, Thursday evening, June 

8th, at 7:30 o‟clock.  On Program: Douglas County Normal 

Band, Choir, Effie Bailey, Frank Youman, Elmer J. Knight, 

Clara Able, Mattie E. Mitchell, Omer Moore, Ethel Kay, 

Cora Cowles, W. W. Wallace, Nora James, Albert Snow, 

Ada Nash, Emma turner, Mary Hoops, Cora Chapman, 

Minnie Hoops, John F. White, Lizzie Pierce, Bessie Elmore, 

R. F. Roberts, Orchestra. 

- Marriage Licenses.  Sol Lakey, of Ava, to Charity 

Billingsly, of Arno. 

- Alumni Program.  Ava Normal graduates of 1897 and 1898 

met Saturday, May 20, 1899, and organized an Alumni, 

consisting of nine members.  The following program will be 

carried out at Wilson‟s opera house, Saturday, June 10th at 

7:30 p.m.  On Program: Douglas County Normal Band, 

Rev. G. G. Maple, Mrs. Bessie Kennedy, Miss Clara 

Stephenson, R. Pearl Mercer, Miss Dora Souder, Miss Lucy 

Welty, G. B. Wilson, Miss Maggie Castholm, Miss Minta 

Bell, Mrs. H. O. Martin, Pres. 

 

June 1, 1899 

- Andy Martin Post G. A. R. was mustered in last Saturday. 

- Constable Grant Eslick‟s residence just south of town is 

nearing completion. 

- Old Glory was floating in the breeze last Saturday from the 

flag pole near the north gate of the court house yard. 

- J. D. Hartley, of near Arno, was in town yesterday. 

- Bernard Finn has sold his property in the south part of town 

to Dr. J. H. Murray.  Consideration $275. 

- G. L. Adams, who moved in the S. S. Kirkham property in 

the south part of town during the winter, so that his children 

could attend school, moved back to his farm in Spring 

Creek township last Friday. 

- Mrs. John Klineline has bought the Pettit 13 acre farm just 

east of town.  We understand the price paid was $800.  This 

is a valuable piece of property and a good investment for 

Mrs. Klineline. 

- The Ava camp of Modern Woodman are having a log 

rolling time.  They are initiating 3 or 4 new members every 

meeting night.  Thirty-four new petitions for membership 

were presented at the regular meeting Monday night of last 

week.  It is one of the best insurance organizations in the 

world, and our citizens are availing themselves of this 

opportunity to take out some life insurance. 

- Rev. G. G. Maple, pastor of the M. E. Church, will fill his 

regular appointment in the Baptist church, next Sunday.  

Preaching in the morning at 11 o‟clock and at night at 8.  

He is by far the best speaker that has been on this charge for 

years and some of our citizens are missing good sermons by 

not going to hear him. 

 

June 8, 1899 

- Dr. Wilcox will give an exhibition in hypnotism at the opera 

house Friday and Saturday June 16 and 17.  Read his 

advertisement at top of advertising column on first page. 

- Ava has a brand new general merchandise store the 

proprietors of which are Senator Burkhead and Henry 

Miller, Jr.  These gentlemen need no introduction to the 

citizens of this community as Senator Burkhead has been in 

this county several years and has represented this district in 
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the state senate for the four years and Henry Miller was 

born and raised in Ava.  Henry is one of the best and most 

popular clerks in Ava, a perfect gentleman and well liked by 

all who know him.  This new firm asks a share of your 

patronage. 

- You can find anything usually kept in a first class general 

store at Burkhead & Miller‟s on south side of the square. 

- J. W. Pettit invited the members of the Ava Orchestra and a 

few friends to take dinner with him last Sunday.  The 

arrangements were unknown to Mrs. Pettit and great was 

her surprise when the wagons began to unload at her door.  

She was somewhat relieved when she found that Mr. Pettit 

had made arrangements for dinner and that everything was 

ready for the table.  Those present were H. S. Wilson and 

family, J. A. Nash and wife, A. M. Kennedy and wife, 

Misses Inez Martin, Vivian Sellers, and Ida Curnutt, Dr. 

Hailey, J. A. Hylton, and Lee Brown. 

- Notice to Builders and Contractors.  The directors of district 

No. 4, township 25, range 17, will receive bids up to June 

25th, 1899, for the erection of a new school house in said 

district.  All parties desiring to bid on building said school 

house can have a copy of the specifications by notifying any 

one of the directors at Rome.  Contact to be let from 

foundation to finish.  Contractor for said school house to be 

let to the lowest and best bidder.  Further more, said 

directors reserve the right to receive or reject any and all 

bids.  J. R. Turner, E. Herndon, G. M. Siler, Directors. 

 

June 15, 1899 

- Ad: Hypnotism, Up-To-Date. Dr. Wilcox will give an 

exhibition in Hypnotism, on the stage of the Opera House, 

Ava, MO.  Price of Admission 10c and 20c.  Doors open at 

7:30 o‟clock. 

- School Closes: Six Pupils Graduated Last Wednesday: 

Everett Davis, Miss Ada M. Nash, Daniel H. Thrasher, R. 

Pearl Mercer, Miss Daisy B. Bralley, and Walter A. Pease.  

Long before the time for the doors to open a large crowd of 

people of Ava and surrounding country were anxiously 

awaiting around the doors of the opera house for admission.  

All the pupils of this year‟s enrollment met at the Normal 

building and marched to the opera house headed by the 

Douglas County Normal Band.  As soon as the procession 

arrived at the opera house the doors were thrown open and 

in a very few minutes every seat in the house was occupied 

by the finest looking and best dressed crowd that ever 

assembled in Ava.  As soon as the crowd was comfortably 

seated, the curtain arose.  The stage had been elaborately 

and artistically decorated, graduates were handsomely 

dressed, each wearing a bouquet of white roses and white 

geraniums.  Below we give the orations and essays of the 

graduates in full. 

- Ad: Hen‟s Nest.  First door west of Barber Shop on South 

Side of Square.  Burkhead & Miller. 

- Burkhead & Miller have the handsomest store and stock of 

goods in town. 

- When in town call and see J. C. Byrd‟s 8 day Seth Thomas 

clocks.  The Best Clock Made. 

- Call at the billiard hall and see those coats and vests.  They 

are cheap for cash. 

- I have moved my office to Dr. Murray‟s drug store where I 

am prepared to do all kinds of dental work at prices 

consistent with first-class work.  C. W. Meeker. 

 

 

June 22, 1899 

- Elza Johnson, the little son of Mr. And Mrs. Geo. W. 

Johnson is still very sick. 

- Pop on ice at the City Bakery. 

- Constable Grant Eslick has moved in his new house south 

of town. 

- The Klondike has fresh bologna. 

- Lee Brown is putting in an ice cream parlor in the rear of J. 

C. Byrd‟s Jewelry Store. 

- We will deliver ice cream to any part of the city.  City 

Bakery. 

- I am new stocked in bulk and roast coffee, and in order to 

reduce my stock will for the next 20 or 30 days give some 

big bargains in same.  I will sell 10c coffee at 9c. 12 2 c 

coffee at 10c, 15c coffee at 12 2 c, 20 c coffee at 16-2/3c, 

25c coffee at 20c, 35 at 29c.  Come quick or you will miss 

these bargains.  Jim Miller. 

- Burkhead & Miller had a sign painted over their store last 

Saturday that is something out of the ordinary.  It consists 

of a hen and a nest full of eggs, to represent the name of the 

house “Hens Nest.” 

- Mrs. Mary A. Andrews, daughter of John W. (Bully) Miller 

of this city died last Sunday at her home on Fox Creek near 

Denlow.  The remains were brought to Ava on Monday and 

Tuesday they were laid to rest in the Denny grave yard on 

Cowskin.  She leaves a husband, James Andrews, and four 

children to mourn her loss. 

- Isaac Kester, who lives in Campbell township, brought to 

this office last week some specimens of silicate that he 

found on his place. 

- J. A. Mace of Granada was in the city last Sunday.  He says 

that the mines at that place are looking fine, and that the 

town is on the eve of a great boom. 

- Forsyth Republican--One of the brightest young men here is 

Everett Davis of Ava, Douglas county, Missouri, son of T. 
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W. Davis, of that place.  He is a graduate of Ava high 

school, and is an able speaker in the “wordy contest” which 

is already arising on some subjects. 

 

June 29, 1899 

- Financial Statement of Douglas County, for the Year 

Ending May 1st, 1899. 

- Program for the Fourth.  Sunrise: salute of 45 guns.  Music 

by band at 9:30 p.m. from band stand.  At 9:45 the band 

will march to G. A. R. Hall where they will be joined by the 

members of the G. A. R. and all sons of veterans.  Thence 

march to the opera house where they will be joined by the 

U. S. A. C. and G. Of L.--52 young ladies representing the 

states and territories.  Then march to public square and 

occupy positions on sidewalks to witness foot races and 

bicycle races.  Procession will then form and march to 

picnic grounds one fourth mile west of town.  Wheelbarrow 

races and potato races, three legged races, climbing greased 

pole and other interesting attractions.  Fire works and drill 

at night. 

- Taney County Republican--H. S. Wilson of Ava, Douglas 

county, was here this week, and visited the Teachers 

institute at Kirbyville, and expressed himself as being well 

pleased with the work being done by the instructors, and 

that much good is being done.  Mr. Wilson, although a 

young man, was elected president of the South Central 

Teachers Association, which includes in its territory the city 

of St. Louis, and has also been elected by the people of 

Douglas county to the office of county treasurer and school 

commissioner.  His success is due to his own efforts, his 

mother having been left a widow before he was born.  His 

father was a union soldier and was killed in the war.  Henry, 

as he was familiarly known, is an earnest worker in 

everything he undertakes, which won for him praise from 

all who know him.  He is being very favorably spoken as a 

candidate for the Senatorship of this district in the next 

campaign.  Mr. Wilson with his qualifications as a 

businessman would undoubtedly be a strong man for the 

place. 

- I have wool coats and vests cheap for cash.  H. M. Miller. 

- For three or four years the Herald has been advocating the 

idea of holding an old soldiers reunion in Ava.  One or two 

attempts was made by some of the old soldiers to get up 

such a reunion, they failed.  We are informed that the new 

G.A.R. post of Ava, has taken hold of the matter now and 

have determined to hold a two or three days reunion 

sometime in September next.  The brave old “boys” are fast 

dropping out of ranks, and it will only be a few years until 

here will be very few if any of them left. 

- There was a good crowd in attendance at the Sunday school 

picnic on Hunter creek last Sunday and a very enjoyable 

time had by all. 

- At the regular meeting of the G. A. R. Post last Saturday a 

resolution was passed to attend the 4th of July celebration at 

this place in a body.  All old soldiers are requested to meet 

at the hall in time to join in the parade in the morning. 

 

July 6, 1899 

- Our streets would look a great deal nicer if the dog-fennel 

was all cut down. 

- S. S. Kirkham is putting in some more shelving in the 

postoffice building to accommodate increasing trade in that 

store. 

- Some of our citizens have been making some kick about the 

stray dogs in town.  There is a kind of a dog in town that is 

a nuisance--that is dog-fennel. 

- Mrs. Hylton, mother of Mrs. W. B. Marshall, died at the 

home of her daughter two miles south of town last Sunday 

night.  She was buried in the Ava cemetery Monday 

afternoon. 

- Celebration A Success.  Between 3,000 and 4,000 people 

were present. 

- Mansfield Mail--Professor J. A. Hylton, principal of the 

Douglas County Normal School and county school 

commissioner of Douglas county, and Miss Inez Martin, the 

charming and accomplished daughter of Hon. J. H. Martin, 

ex-circuit clerk of Douglas county, were united in marriage 

at Ava yesterday afternoon. 

 

July 13, 1899 

- Obituary.  William L. Fannon was born in Illinois, March 

21, 1821, died in Ava, July 6, 1899.  After the civil war, he 

settled in Douglas county and distinguished himself as a 

Methodist preacher.  The remains were interred in the 

Huffman cemetery west of town, Friday. 

- Douglas County Teachers.  List of Douglas county teachers 

who received certificates at the institute, their grades, 

postoffice address, and where most of them will teach this 

year.  J. E. Turner at Good Hope, G. B. Wilson at Mount 

Tabor, Jesse A. Mitchell at Flat Rock, Lucy Welty at Arno, 

W. E. Morris at Dogwood. 

- Obituary.  Martha Jane Pryor Gray was born January 5th, 

1832 in Tennessee and died July 10th 1899.  She was 

married to Thomas J. Patterson, July 24, 1851, who died 

April 6, 1853.  She married J. M. Gray December 20, 1854, 

with whom she lived until her death.  She was buried in the 

cemetery at the Baptist church on Spring Creek. 

- Oh, my ain‟t it hot and dry. 
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- The infant child of John Potter who lives 6 miles south of 

Ava died last Saturday. 

- The wife of Major Hicks near Bryant Postoffice died last 

Monday and was buried on Tuesday.  Mrs. Hicks was a 

sister of Mrs. J. J. Bell of this place. 

- A. C. Bralley has purchased J. A. Nash‟s interest in the 

general merchandise business of Bralley & Nash.  Just what 

Mr. Nash contemplates doing we have not learned. 

- The new Mount Calvary Baptist church on Cowskin, four 

miles west of Ava, will be dedicated on Sunday, July 30.  

Sermon by Rev. Frank Ellis, of Wright county.  Rev. Ellis is 

a very able preacher.  There will also be a basket dinner.  

Every body cordially invited. 

- John Hart is again the conductor on the Ava and Mansfield 

hack line.  He was awarded the contract to carry the mail, 

and begin work the first day of July. 

- The Douglas County Normal Band is getting some new 

music, taking in some new members and making 

arrangements to attend the S.C.T.A. at Mountain Grove, 

next month in fine shape. 

- The night of the Commencement young Mr. Nunn of 

Granada took some flashlight pictures of the Opera House 

and audience.  Last week he was in town delivering the 

pictures.  Taking pictures by flashlight is something new in 

this country and the work done in this case was very good.  

Mr. Nunn is prepared to do any kind of work in the 

photograph line. 

- John Wash Singleton, Wm. M. Miller, and Anda Miller 

have gone into the furniture and undertaking business under 

the firm name of Singleton & Miller.  For the past week 

they have been receiving and opening up a big stock of 

furniture of all kinds in the Andy Miller building on the 

west side of the square.  They purchased the undertaking 

fixtures of Jno. C. Robertson and have received over a car 

load of new furniture.  They have an immense stock and are 

going to sell at a reasonable profit.  This is a strong firm and 

will make things go. 

- A. C. Bralley has secured the services of R. H. Thrasher as 

chief clerk in is store on the south side.  Mr. Thrasher is a 

good, steady, honest business man and has the confidence 

of everybody who comes to Ava to trade. 

 

July 20, 1899 

- W. J. Pettit and family started to Springfield last Tuesday 

on business. 

- Singleton & Miller have their stock of furniture opened up 

and ready for business.  They have the largest and best 

selected stock of furniture every displayed in Ava.  Call and 

see them. 

- The Ava Dramatic Club are rehearsing a four-set drama 

entitled “Under the Spell,” which they expect to produce at 

the opera house in the near future. 

- J. A. Hylton is now fully installed at house keeping at the 

John C. Byrd property during the absence of Mrs. Byrd. 

- The thrashing machine of Herrell Ellison & Co. has been at 

work in this neighborhood for the past week.  Wheat is 

turning out very well. 

- M. S. Newton, of Arden, was in the city last Saturday, and 

while here didn‟t forget to order the Herald sent to his 

address for one year.  Mr. Newton is an old citizen of that 

part of the county.  He has been in the mercantile business 

in Arden for 11 years.  He first settled in Seymour 16 years 

ago, but only resided there two years when he moved to 

Arden where he has been in business ever since. 

- Why don‟t some one get up a subscription paper and go 

around among our citizens and raise money, and hire some 

good man to cut the brush and woods out of the cemetery.  

Actually the bushes and briars are so thick that a person can 

hardly get around in the cemetery. 

- Mr. Kirkham is going right ahead prospecting for lead and 

zinc on his lots in the north part of town.  He has employed 

Will Snelson to put down a prospect hole 150 or 200 feet, 

with his well drill.  This is the way all the prospecting is 

done in the mineral districts in the southeast part of the 

state, and we hope Mr. Kirkham will be just as successful as 

they are down there. 

- Mansfield Mail--Prof. H. S. Wilson of Ava, has the credit of 

being the first subscriber to The Mail under its present 

management.  But Henry has a way of always being first in 

nearly everything, and is always first in estimation of his 

legion of friends. 

- Mrs. T. H. Mackie, who lives six miles southwest of Ava, 

died last Tuesday night and was buried Wednesday 

afternoon. 

 

July 27, 1899 

- H. S. Wilson purchased for his own use a fine buggy while 

in Springfield last week. 

- All members of Ava camp No. 4913, Modern Woodmen of 

America, are requested to meet at the hall tonight, 

(Thursday) at 7:30. 

- John Squires, at Squires has made arrangements to put 

down a hundred foot hole prospecting for mineral.  We wish 

him abundant success. 

- The prospect hole that is being put down by S. S. Kirkham 

in the north part of town is down about 60 feet and 

considerable shines of mineral is being found. 

- T. W. Davis, dealer in general merchandise, originator of 

the cash system and extreme low prices on merchandise in 
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Ava, invites inspection of quality of goods and bed rock 

prices--guarantees to save you money. 

- The Ava Dramatic Club will present the four-act drama 

entitled “Under the Spell” at the opera house on Wednesday 

evening, August 9th.  Proceeds to be used to clean up the 

cemetery. 

- Geo. W. Johnson, from Pacific, Mo., who recently traded 

his stock of general merchandise at that place for the Swain 

farm 3 miles west of Ava has moved all his household 

goods to Ava and is occupying the Hartin property in the 

south part of town.  Mr. Johnson cannot get possession of 

his farm until next March. 

- It will take something over $200 to pay the expenses of the 

three days soldiers reunion Sept. 14, 15 and 16th, and that 

money will have to be raised by the citizens of Ava and 

vicinity.  There will be immense crowds from all over the 

county and our merchants should sell lots of goods.  Every 

leading mercantile house can well afford to give from $10 

to $15 to help defray the expenses not only that but every 

man should take a pride in having a great big successful 

reunion. 

- Marriage licenses: J. J. Stout of Vera Cruz, to Sarah Souder 

of Drury; Elmer Ryan to ____ Woods both of Filer; J. C. 

Welch to Bell Long both of Almartha; W. M. Holt of Ava 

to Mollie Cunningham of Rome. 

 

August 3, 1899 

- Bid Reynolds took in the races at Mansfield last Saturday.  

He pronounced them “hot stuff.” 

- Prof. G. R. Stevenson, of Springfield, a blind musician, was 

on our streets yesterday morning regaling our citizens with 

some good music.  The professor is a fine singer.  He makes 

his living by selling a little song book and sometimes he 

gives concerts.  Our citizens showed their appreciation of 

his songs by buying quite a number of his books. 

- Are you bothered with bed bugs?  If so get one of those iron 

bedsteads at Singleton and Miller‟s and you can sleep as 

sweet as a new born babe. 

“Under the Spell.”  Below we give the cast of characters of the 

four act temperance drama, entitled “Under the Spell” 

which the Ava Dramatic Club will present at the opera 

house in the near future.    G. G. Maple, J. A. Hylton, J. J. 

Hollingsworth, H. S. Wilson, Dan Thrasher, Bernard Finn, 

Lee Brown, Daisy Bralley, Mrs. Inez Hylton, and Bertie 

Davis. 

- Reunion at Arno.  On the 25th and 26th of August, there 

will be held at Arno, MO., the third reunion of the old 

students and friends of the Arno Academy.  During the 

years 1877 to 1880, while Prof. A. J. Truman taught at 

Arno, there was an extraordinary educational interest, which 

was felt in all Douglas and adjoining counties. 

 

August 10, 1899 

- School House Burned.  Struck by Lightning Last Monday--

To Build a New Building.  During a rain storm last Monday 

afternoon lightning struck the belfry of the Ava school 

building and run down the southwest corner of the building 

tearing great holes in that portion of the building.  The rain 

was poring down in torrents and nothing was thought of 

where the lightning had struck until the school house was 

discovered to be on fire, by this time, however, it had about 

quit raining and the citizens began running toward the 

burning building, buckets in hand, with the determination of 

extinguishing the flames, but the fire was confined to the 

belfry and roof of the building, and there being no means by 

which it could be reached the idea was given up and they 

began to get out as much of the furniture as possible before 

the building burned.  They managed to save about all the 

desks and other furniture in the lower rooms, but only 

succeeded in saving a small portion of the furniture from 

the upstairs.  The structure was a two story frame structure 

and was erected in 1891 at a cost of something like $3,000.  

There was no insurance on the building and everything was 

a total loss.  School begins in about a month and just where 

it will be held has not yet been decided on. 

- We will give 36 pounds of flour for wheat that will weight 

60 pounds per bushel.  Ava Milling Co. 

- Laura the 13 year old daughter of A. F. Powers of Roy is 

raving manic caused from grief over the death of her 

mother. 

- County Clerk Inman has just received the annual 

apportionment of the state school funds.  Douglas county 

has 6,837 school children and gets $6,434.66 or a little over 

94 cents and one mill for each child. 

 

 

 

August 17, 1899 

- J. B. Miller went to Springfield last Monday to attend to the 

settlement of his affairs in the court of bankruptcy. 

- The burning question now is: “Are you in favor of the 

school bonds?” 

- A company has been organized to build a large new flour 

mill in Ava.  Full particulars will be given in the Herald 

later on. 

- The Douglas County Normal Band will give an open air 

concert on the square next Saturday afternoon for the 

entertainment of our farmer friends who come to Ava to 

trade. 
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- Lytle & Miller have let the contract for extensive 

improvements in their mill--in fact when completed they 

will have almost a new mill.  It will be enlarged and 

improved to almost double its present size and capacity.  A 

full write up of the improvements will appear later. 

- Claud and Elmer Pearcy, Mark and Munroe Piland and C. 

H. Brown, all of Thornfield, are here practicing with our 

band preparatory to attending the teacher‟s meeting at 

Mountain Grove, next week. 

- Bids for Poor Farm.  At the August meeting of the county 

court they appointed a committee to secure bids for a 

county poor farm.  The farm must be a reasonably good one 

of not less than 160 acres and not more than 400 acres, and 

not more than 5 miles from the county seat.  The committee 

reserves the right to reject any and all bids.  By order of 

county court. Wm. M. Miller, Geo W. Johnson, D. M. 

Coleman, Committee. 

- A. C. Kice Arrested.  Up to about a year and a half ago 

there lived in Ava, Douglas county, a lawyer who went by 

the name of A. C. Kice, and who was an expert title 

examiner and enjoyed a lucrative practice, and at one time 

he was prosecuting attorney.  He finally decided that Ava 

was too small a place for him so he took his large and 

interesting family and moved to Kansas City where he did 

not set the world on fire as he supposed he would.  The tide 

commenced to turn and he had to mortgage his household 

property and several fine horses which he had brought from 

the southwest.  The holder of the chattels was the Union 

Supply Co. Of Kansas City.  About three weeks ago he sold 

the mortgaged property unknown to the holders of the 

mortgage and left his wife and promising little ones without 

a cent and at the mercy of this cold and heartless world.  He 

received about $180 from the sale of the property. 

- Work on the Kirkham prospect hole has been suspended for 

the past few days account of some misunderstanding with 

the contractors.  We hope the matter will be satisfactorily 

adjusted and work go on. 

- Reduction in Furniture.  A $2.50 bedstead for $1.85; an 

$8.00 iron bedstead for $5.00. $24.00 folding bed, perfectly 

safe for $15.00; $2.75 center table for $1.75.  All other 

furniture sold at the same reduced price.  Singleton & 

Miller. 

- All members of the G. A. R. And their wives and all loyal 

ladies are requested to meet at the G. A. R. Hall next 

Saturday afternoon at 2 o‟clock, at which time arrangements 

will be perfected for the organization of a Woman‟s Relief 

Corps. 

- J. L. Underwood who recently bought the Robertson 

property in the north part of town moved in with his family 

yesterday.  Mr. Underwood has been farming in Findley 

township near Bryant for the past two years.  He is a first 

class citizen and we welcome him and his family to our 

little city. 

- Born to Mr. and Mrs. L. O. Hailey on Saturday, August 12, 

as usual, a girl.  While Oliver would of liked for it to have 

been a boy, it was a great saving to his pocket book, as he 

had promised nearly everybody in town a treat in case it 

was a boy.  This makes seven girls and no boys.  However, 

don‟t get discouraged, Oliver, better luck next time. 

- The band will give a musical and ice cream social at the 

opera house tomorrow (Friday) night.  A fine musical 

program will be rendered by the band and ice cream and 

cake served.  An admission fee of 10 cents will be charged 

and it will entitle each person to a dish of ice cream and 

cake.  The boys have been to a great deal of expense for 

music and our citizens should help them out in this small 

way.  Everybody invited. 

- The petition that we spoke of last week as being circulated 

asking the school board to call a special election for the 

purpose of voting bonds to replace the school house that 

was burned last Monday week, was almost unanimously 

signed by our citizens.  Last Thursday afternoon the 

directors met and called an election for Saturday, August 

26, to vote $5,000 bonds to build a new brick building.  

Most of our citizens realize that we must have a school 

house and that we had just as well build a good one now as 

to put up a cheap one and have to build another in a few 

years. 

- Marriage Licenses: Wm. Barnes of Rome to Rebecca Selser 

of Smallett.  James O. Coats to Mary M. Griffith both of 

Vera Cruz.  J. W. Castleman of Rockbridge to Dora E. 

Funderburg of Cheney.  David O. Winkler to Vesta M. 

Beesley both of Prior. 

- We will give 36 pounds of flour for wheat that will weigh 

60 pounds per bushel.  Ava Milling Company. 

- For sometime the county court has been figuring on the 

feasibility of maintaining a county poor farm.  At the last 

meeting of the court the preliminary steps were taken by the 

appointment of a committee to receive bids and recommend 

a suitable farm.  If the right farm is secured and properly 

managed it will be self sustaining in a very few years.  The 

pauper and insane expense is one of the largest in this 

county and this can be very largely reduced with a county 

farm, if not entirely done away with. 

 

August 24, 1899 

- Attend the school meeting at the opera house next Saturday 

afternoon at 2 o‟clock. 

- The drill in the S. S. Kirkham mine is now running night 

and day., 



Ava, Missouri            Douglas County Herald          1887 -- 1899 
 
  Dr. Brown’s Excerpts - Vol. 1, Copyright©2011 

  

 153 

- Isaac Garrison, merchant prince of Arden was in Ava 

yesterday. 

- The Douglas County Normal Band discoursed some sweet 

music on the square just before they departed for Mountain 

Grove last Monday. 

- Norwood South Missourian--J. A. G. Reynolds, cashier of 

the Bank of Ava, came in Tuesday night, a very sick man.  

He repaired to the hotel where medical aid was summoned.  

Dr. Little ministered to the stricken cashier and he was able 

to go his way Wednesday morning. 

- When we stepped up to the window at the postoffice last 

Friday and asked Postmaster John F. Miller if there was 

mail he answered: “Yes it‟s a male, and a dandy.”  After 

some inquiry we learned that a little son had arrived at his 

home the night before and John was so excited over it that 

he had forgotten himself.  Mother and child doing well and 

with proper care and treatment John perhaps will recover. 

- Kice Gets Six Months in Jail for selling mortgaged 

property. 

- Horse Stolen.  Last Monday night someone stole James 

Sivils horse from his barn near Arno.  The party who stole 

the horse was in Ava at about 8 o‟clock that evening, made 

inquiries as to the different directions and then drove west. 

 

August 31, 1899 

- The Bonds Carried.  At the school meeting last Saturday to 

vote on the proposition to bond the district for $5,000 for 

the purpose of building a new school building the 

proposition was carried by a vote of 82 for and 2 against.  

Thus showing that our citizens were almost unanimous for 

the erection of a good school building. 

- Chas. Hainey has been doing some mining on Saul Lakey‟s 

farm south of town. 

- Uncle Jerry McCaskey went to Springfield last Sunday to 

see the elephant. 

- Ava public school will begin September 18th at the Wilson 

opera house. 

- Ida Curnutt was taken sick last Monday night with 

something like the fever. 

- Obituary.  Died of congestive chills, at her home ten miles 

northeast of this city (Wagoner, I. T.) On the 15th inst., 

Mrs. Allie Haws, aged 33 years, wife of Elder S. G. Haws, 

of the Christian church, formerly of Missouri , but now of 

this place. 

- H. S. Wilson drove up to Springfield last Monday and took 

in the big circus.  He returned Wednesday. 

- M. C. Reynolds took in the great Adam Forepaugh Sells 

Brothers circus at Springfield last Tuesday. 

- S. S. Kirkham put a force of men at work last Monday 

clearing up the brick yard prior to commence making brick 

for the new school building. 

- The little son of Rev. and Mrs. G. G. Maple died last 

Tuesday morning and was buried in the afternoon of the 

same day.  Aged one year and 24 days, Stanley. 

- Reunion at Arno a Success.  Nineteen years have passed 

since a few citizens in the vicinity of Arno, Douglas county, 

Missouri, together with Prof. A. J. Truman of Mountain 

Home, Arkansas, conceived the idea of establishing and 

building a school at that place. August 26, 1899, was a day 

appointed by the citizens of Arno to meet together.  Though 

many who were on the program for the day‟s entertainment 

were absent, no inconvenience was experienced as it was 

soon apparent that a program was of but little consequence 

as the good time was on and everybody was ready to 

contribute to the needs of the occasion.  Rev. Scheggen, 

Kenneth Burdette, T. W. Davis, and others gave interesting 

talks along the lines of their experience since leaving 

school. 

 

September 7, 1899 

- To Select a New Site.  Notice is hereby given to the 

qualified voters of district No. 2. Township No. 26 and 27, 

range 16, county of Douglas, State Missouri, that a special 

school meeting of said district will be held on Monday, the 

18th day of September, 1899, commencing at 2 o‟clock 

p.m. at the Wilson opera house, in the town of Ava, MO.  

The following will be proposed and considered: To vote on 

a proposition to change the school house site of said district 

from its present location and to select another site.  A. P. 

Miller, District Clerk. 

- There are two or three places in view, one on Bid Reynold‟s 

place and one on the S. S. Kirkham lots in the north part of 

town just west of the brick yard and another immediately 

south of town on H. M. Miller‟s land, either of these 

locations would be preferable to the present site.  Let 

everybody, go and look over these properties and select the 

one most suitable for a school building before he casts his 

vote. 

- A Word About the Reunion. Editor Herald: We have been 

reading carefully after the arrangements for the reunion of 

all old soldiers, blue and gray, at Ava, also of the soldiers of 

the last war.  I think it is a grand thing for Ava to have this 

reunion as there are large number of grey beards in Douglas 

county who can‟t go very far to attend a reunion on account 

of being unable, financially, to go, but they can attend at 

Ava.  Now, old soldiers, both blue and gray, let us attend 

this reunion and have a good time.   Resp. Yours, G. W. 

Williams. Co. H, 41st Ill, Vol. Inf‟y. 
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- “Under the Spell” the four act drama, will be played during 

the re-union at the opera house. 

- Bid Reynolds, Horace Curnutt, and J. B. Miller are taking in 

the great Springfield fair this week. 

- Died--Miss Della Andrews, at the home of John Kennedy‟s 

near Squires. 

- Old Soldiers attention, I will make the picture of the 

soldiers all in one group on Friday morning the 15.  T. E. 

Glass. 

- The K. C. Journal says that last Friday Emma Kice applied 

for divorce from her husband A. C. Kice on the grounds of 

cruelty and indignities.  The parties formerly lived here in 

Ava, Kice being at one time a very prominent lawyer in this 

county. 

- H. S. Wilson and Lee Brown went to Mansfield yesterday 

after two wagon loads of tents to be used during the re-

union next week. 

- The August just past has been the driest known in the 

history of this part of Missouri. 

 

September 28, 1899 

- Ad: Hotel and Feed Barn.  Grant Eslick, prop. 

- H. S. Wilson took in the Mansfield fair last week. 

- The old soldier‟s wives will meet at the G. A. R. Hall 

Saturday, October 14th at 2 o‟clock.  All are cordially 

invited. 

- Chas. Brown of Thornfield was in the city yesterday having 

his “clock fixed.” 

- A Model School Teacher.  Douglas County can truly claim 

to have one of the foremost, if not the foremost, age 

considered, school teacher in south Missouri in the person 

of H. S. Wilson.  (Biography follows). 

 

October 5, 1899 

- Jiz Reynolds is enjoying the Kansas City fall festivities this 

week. 

- James Martin has moved to town and now occupies the J. 

M. Curnutt property just east of the square. 

- Died--At the home of her daughter, Mrs. Thomas Coffin, in 

Jackson township on Thursday September 28, 1899, Mrs. 

Maple at the age of 79 years, 9 months, and 19 days.  Mrs. 

Miranda Maple was the mother of Rev. G. G. Maple, pastor 

of the M. E. Church of Ava. 

- Granada Times--The Ava Herald and Farm Record are 

published on Thursday yet for the past three or four weeks 

they did not reach this office until the following Monday.  

Can you account for the delay brother Smith and Finn? 

- Wm. Ingram has bought a share in the Wilson saw mill now 

located on Brush creek.   These gentlemen will move the 

mill to Mr. Ingram‟s place near here next week where it will 

be permanently located. 

- Judge Evans ordered Sheriff Roper to make some changes 

in the circuit court room.  The bar is to be changed to the 

west end of the room, and an entrance made from the east 

end with a stairway running up on the outside.  The old 

stairway on the west side is to be done away with another 

room made where it now is.  This arrangement will be a 

great deal handier as it will place the bar and all the jury 

rooms in one end and make one more room. 

- Speaking of the soldiers reunion, recently held in Ava, 

everybody is giving Dr. J. H. Murray, our south side 

druggist, the lions share of the credit for its success.  This 

praise is not misplaced, for Dr. Murray, belongs the great 

portion of the credit of the success of the first reunion.  The 

doctor spent his time and money, just as though it was a 

personal matter, and that there were “Millions in it” for him. 

- Marriage Licenses: Ira W. Sullivan of Ava to Ella Crain of 

Bryant.  D. C. Burleson to Ida Delbeck, both of Granada.  

Mike Deckard to Rosetta Foster, both of Rome.  James 

Tweedy to Margaret M. Matney, both of Buckhart.  R. T. 

Surguine to Millie Gaulding, both of Squires.  Joseph P. 

Wagner to Ruth C. Andrews, both of Vera Cruz. 

 

October 12, 1899 

- W. J. Pettit and wife, of Mansfield, were in the city last 

Saturday. 

- Lytle & Miller‟s new mill building begins to loom up in 

great shape. 

- Ava had ought to have a first class butcher shop, and keep 

on hands all kinds of fresh meat. 

- Remember the teacher‟s meeting at the opera house in Ava, 

Saturday, October 14.  The program was published for 

September 9th, but was postponed to the above date. 

- Sparta Leader--Our saloon keeper must stand in with the 

village trustees.  They granted a saloon license and then 

took the wheel off the wind mill on the public well so we 

would have to drink beer or haul water.  We wouldn‟t care 

if Charley would only set‟em up occasionally.  But as we 

spent six dollars on the windmill we can‟t afford to buy the 

beer, nor water either. 

- We understand Geo. B. Waters has purchased Will Miller‟s 

interest in the west side Furniture store.  Singleton & 

Waters is the name of the new firm and it is a strong one.  

Will Miller contemplates taking a trip to Oklahoma. 

- Cantata.  A Temperance cantata entitled “On to Victory” 

will be given at the opera house Sunday evening October 

22, for the benefit of the Sunday School.  No admission will 

be charged but a collection will be taken and all are asked to 

be prepared to contribute something to the cause. 
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October 19, 1899 

- James McDaniel has moved his family from Squires into 

the Singleton & Waters property just South of town. 

- Marriage Licenses.  Elias William to Rilda Moore, both of 

Craigmore.  C. W. Kunkler, of Kenoma, to Martha Ernst, of 

Arno.  J. F. Fry to Ada M. Gray, both of Squires.  A. F. 

Robertson of Seymour, to Dosia McMurray, of Beaver. 

- H. S. Wilson returned Tuesday from the east end where he 

has been collecting taxes.  He was accompanied on the trip 

by J. M. Curnutt. 

- The children and relatives of Aunt Polly Hailey gave her 

quite a neat little surprise in the way of a supper last 

Sunday, it being her 78th birthday.  Aunt Polly‟s maiden 

name was Mary Coleman Rowe.  She was born in Wayne 

county, Ky., October 15, 1821.  She and Uncle Jim Hailey 

were married in Webster county, in 1847, they settled in 

what is now Douglas county, in 1853 and reared a family of 

10 children; nine of whom are living. 

 

October 26, 1899 

- Bids for School Building.  Sealed proposals will be received 

by the School Board at Ava, Mo, November 1st, 1899, for 

the erection of the brick school building at Ava, Mo., 

according to plans and specifications on file with said 

board.  Brick for said building to be taken at the Kirkham 

brick yard at $5.50 per thousand. The board reserves the 

right to reject any or all bids.  M. C. Reynolds, Pres. 

- Dan Thrasher is clerking in J. B. Miller‟s grocery store.  

Dan is a good steady boy and will make a first-class clerk. 

- Miss Nora Pettit, of Mansfield was in town several days this 

week visiting her little girl friends. 

- W. J. Pettit of Mansfield, was in town Tuesday.  Billy is 

temporarily located at Mansfield instructing the new band at 

that place. 

- W. P. Sell and family moved into town the latter part of last 

week and are occupying their own property in the southeast 

part of town. 

- Next Tuesday night is Halloween, the night on which the 

mystic spirit--the young men and women and others who 

indulge in the sport of carrying off peoples gates, running 

their wagons off and doing other mischievous things.  Boys, 

in having your sport be careful not to destroy any property 

or do any thing that would cause any one to be damaged in 

any way. 

- Homer Martin has traded back to M. C. Reynolds the 

residence property in the northeast part of town and has 

bought the Bessie Elmore farm near Denlow.  He moved 

out onto his new property yesterday. 

- There are some sidewalks on the north side of the square 

that are a disgrace to any town.  Somebody is going to get 

hurt on them and then sue the property owner for five or ten 

thousand dollars.  They can sure get judgment too. 

- Deputy Collector H. S. Wilson is collecting taxes in the 

west end this week.  He is at Little Beaver today, and will 

finish up the county at Squires Saturday. 

- About two weeks ago smoke was discovered coming out of 

the ground in a field that had been cultivated this summer 

on the farm of Bill Trent‟s about two miles north of 

Thornfield.  Upon investigation it was discovered that quite 

a hole or cave had been blown open by an internal volcanic 

explosion.  The smoke continued for three days.  After a 

few days some men entered the hole and found quite a large 

cave blown out of what seemed to be a large bed of onyx.  

John Byrd was down there last Sunday and brought home 

with him several pieces of the onyx, which he now has on 

exhibition in his store. 

 

November 2, 1899 

- The building for the new mill of Lytle & Miller is 

completed ready for the machinery, which they are looking 

for any day. 

- S. S. Kirkham was awarded the contract to build the new 

brick school building at $4,515.00.  There were only two 

bids, Mr. Kirkham at $4,515 and Mr. Shoemaker at $4,768. 

- Death.  A good and Valuable Citizen Gone.  Died, at his 

home three and one half miles northwest of Ava, on 

Thursday, October 26th, 1899, George W. Johnson, at the 

age of 49 years, 8 months and 22 days.  His remains were 

interred Saturday afternoon in the Ava cemetery.  Rev. G. 

G. Maple, pastor of the M. E. Church  conducted the 

ceremony.  Mr. Johnson leaves a loving and faithful wife, 

an aged father in Columbia, Ill., and four sisters.  Mr. 

Johnson moved to this county only a few months ago from 

Pacific, Mo., and purchased the Swain farm. 

- Death.  Polly Hatfield.  Died at her home near Mount Nebo 

church in Douglas county, October 25, 1899.  Polly, the 

beloved wife of Joseph Hatfield, at the age of 79 years, six 

months and twelve days.  Aunt Polly‟s maiden name was 

Heather; she was born in the state of Tennessee, April 12, 

1820, and came to Missouri with her parents in an early 

day.  The funeral services were conducted by Rev. J. D. 

Avery, after which the remains were laid to rest in the Fair 

View cemetery, on Thursday, October 26.  Mrs. L. M. Lord. 

 

November 9, 1899 

- Esq. Snyder‟s new house in the north part of town is almost 

ready for occupancy. 
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- T. E. Glass, has 14 acres of land close to Ava, over 300 

apple trees new frame house, to sell cheap.  Half cash 

balance in good trade. 

- The judges of the county court went out through the country 

yesterday to look at some pieces of land for a county farm. 

- Work was begun last Friday excavating for the new school 

building, and as soon as the foundation can be put in the 

brick work will be pushed as fast as possible. 

- Wm. C. Hanna, passed from this life at the home of his 

brother-in-law, S. S. Kirkham in the south part of town.  He 

was born in Wain county, Ohio, December 25th 1839. 

 

November 23, 1899 

- H. S. Wilson, went up to Springfield last Sunday to hear 

Wm. J. Bryan speak Monday evening. 

- John F. Patterson went to Aurora last Thursday to close a 

deal for a stock of goods, which he has traded his Walls 

township farm for.  The stock consists of clothing and 

groceries.  They will be brought to Ava perhaps this week 

and put in some building, we have not learned just where. 

- Last Thursday night someone threw a rock through the car 

window of the regular passenger train on the Memphis route 

about one mile east of Turners station.  Collector Patterson 

of this city was sitting just opposite the window, and quite a 

lot of glass struck him in the face and some small particles 

striking him in his right eye injuring it considerably and 

endangering the eye sight. 

- Deaths.  Died in Spring Creek township on Thursday, 

November 16, after an illness of only nine days with 

pneumonia fever, Mrs. Sarah Adams, the wife of Gilbert 

Adams, aged 50 years, two months and one day.  Mrs. 

Adam‟s maiden name was Jefferies; she was a native of 

Cole county, Illinois.  Her remains were laid to rest in the 

Ava cemetery after the usual services were held at the home 

and also at the grave. 

- There is not another town in the state of Missouri where the 

merchants do as little advertising as they do in Ava.  And 

there is not another town where advertising does as much 

good as it does here.  As a natural result Ava merchants are 

losing lots of trade that goes to the railroad. 

- Word was received in Ava last Thursday that the state board 

had agreed on Mountain Grove as the most suitable place 

for the State Fruit Experiment station.  In another place will 

be found an article giving the full history of the whole 

matter. 

- A half holiday will be given Thanksgiving day.  In the 

forenoon appropriate exercises will be held at the church. 

- Marriage licenses: Rubin K. Stephens to Josie Letsinger, 

both of Mansfield.  John Bristol to Ada Sullivan, both of 

Ava.  Fred H. Griffin to Maggie Faust, both of Cold 

Springs. 

 

December 7, 1899 

- Lytle & Miller expect to have their new mill in operation in 

about two weeks. 

- Married at the residence of Wm. W. Spurlock, five miles 

south of Ava, on Sunday December 3rd, 1899, Miss Sarah 

A. Spurlock and Lon Hamby. 

- Contractor Kirkham went to Springfield the forepart of this 

week to purchase some material for the new school 

building. 

- Tom Miller has put a brand new pool table in his billiard 

hall on the west side.  Pool playing is and has been for the 

past year quite a fad among our sporting men. 

- What might have been a big fire happened last night or this 

morning about 2 o‟clock.  Dr. Gentry was on his way to his 

room in the second story of the Reynold‟s building from 

making a call somewhere in town when he discovered a 

light in the old smoke house on the east side of the Hailey 

hotel.  He immediately ran and bursted open the door where 

he discovered the flames running up the side of the building 

almost to the roof.  Right in the midst of the flames was a 

tin coal oil tank containing 12 or 15 gallons of oil, and the 

tank all ablaze.  The doctor jerked the tank out in the yard 

and then extinguished the flames on the side of the building.  

All this was done without raising any alarm or arousing the 

inmates of the hotel.  Not many men would have run in and 

taken hold of a burning oil tank that was liable to explode at 

any moment.  If it had got thoroughly started it would 

probably have burned out the entire north side of the square. 

- The fire at Granada spoken of in last week‟s paper burned 

up the Granada Times printing office, Startzels and Coles 

stores.  Very little insurance on either stocks or buildings. 

- Dr. J. H. Murray, always enterprising and up to date, has 

procured at considerable cost 1,000 Beautiful Calendars, 

printed in colors, giving the changes of the moon, also 

containing Professor DeVoe‟s patent weather signal chart 

for the Year 1900.  These charts are not published for free 

distribution, the price is 10 cts.  But you can get one 

absolutely FREE with each $1.00 spent for drugs or 

medicines at Murray‟s drugs store.  They are free while they 

last. 

- Wanted--A McGuffey‟s Second Reader, the kind that was 

used during and just after the war.  I will pay a good price 

for a reader of this kind in reasonable good condition.  Ben 

J. Smith. 

- John F. Paterson has opened up his stock of goods in the old 

postoffice building of Grandpa Hailey on the northeast 
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corner of the square.  Mr. M. V. Knight is helping Mr. 

Patterson in the store. 

- Marriage Licenses: W. S. Miller, of Olathe, to Martha 

Millsap, of Macomb.  James F. Mathes, of Roy to Cora 

Wood of Goodhope.  Walter Elam to Mary Jane Elam both 

of Ava.  John Phillips to Ida Hartley, both of Arno.  Lon 

Hamby to Sarah Spurlock both of Ava.  Harve Martin to 

Nannie Hutton, both of Dogwood. 

 

December 21, 1899 

- Ad: Post Office Store.  Christmas Presents.  There you will 

find the largest display of Holiday Goods ever brought to 

Ava.  Doll and Dolls.  Drums, tops, games, tool chests, 

guns, violins, mugs, mustache cups and saucers, and 

shaving mugs.  Good mixed candy 7 2 c lb. 

- Mrs. W. J. Pettit of Mansfield is visiting relatives and 

friends in Ava this week. 

- J. M. Curnutt will leave this evening on the back for an 

extended visit to his old home in East Tennessee.  He 

perhaps will remain there all winter. 

- The school house in the Casada district, four miles 

southeast of Ava was destroyed by fire last Thursday night.  

No insurance and everything was a total loss.  Miss Minnie 

Norman was the teacher and she lost all her school books, 

dictionary, pictures, and other school pictures.  Every one 

thinks it was set afire by some one who wants a new 

building. 

- The Secret Societies.  The Election of Officers in the 

Various Lodges. 

MODERN WOODMEN.  Ava Camp No. 4913 elected the 

following officers at their last regular meeting, Monday, 

December 11: Horace Curnutt, W. C.; G. G. Maple, W. 

A.; R. A. Kennedy, E. B.; J. F. Miller, Clerk; H. S. 

Wilson, Escort; Iva Landers, Watchman; Daniel 

Thrasher, Sentinel; Dr. J. L. Gentry, Physician and C. 

W. Meeker, Manager. 

ODD FELLOWS.  Douglas Lodge, No. 319, elected the 

following officers on December 9th.  John C. Byrd, N. 

G.; J. B. Miller, V. G.; J. S. Clarke, Secretary; and M. C. 

Reynolds, Treasurer. 

THE REBEKAHS.  Marguerite Lodge, No. 255, elected the 

following officers at their last regular meeting, 

December 8th: Mrs. J. S. Clark, N. G.; Mrs. Fred 

Stewart, V. G.; Vivian Sellers, Secretary; Mrs. G. G. 

Maple, Treasurer. 

THE MASONS.  Ava Lodge, No. 26, A. F. And A. M. 

Celebrated the one hundredth anniversary of the death of 

George Washington, who died December 14th, 1799.  

The members of the order were out in full force, and at 2 

o‟clock formed in funeral procession at their hall and 

marched to the church.  At the regular meeting of the 

lodge at night the following officers were elected for the 

coming year: J. A. Hylton, W. M.; Albert Orr, S. W.; 

Henry Klineline, J. W.; Simon Spurlock, Secretary and 

James Hailey, Treasurer. 

EASTERN STAR.  At a regular meeting of Friendship 

Chapter, No. 48, the following officers were elected for 

the ensuing year: Mrs. Bell Wilson, W. M.; A. L. Orr, 

W. P.; Mrs. Lizzie Orr, A. M.; Mrs. Ada Sell, 

Conductress; Mrs. Fannie Stewart, Associate 

Conductress; Minta Bell, Secretary and Mrs. Nettie 

Smith, Treasurer. 

- A Statement.  Editor Herald:--I would like to give thanks to 

the good people of Ava through your paper for their 

kindness and liberality in offering to donate $50 to pay the 

magnetic healer, provided he would insure a cure in my 

case.  At the same time I appreciate the stand they have 

taken with regard to the insurance, as I think that if he (the 

magnetic healer) had confidence in himself he certainly 

would insure a cure in my case.  I am slowly improving 

under the treatment of Dr. Landers.  I remain thankful to all, 

Wm. Fletcher. 

- Ad: Jumbo Hotel and Feed Barn. J. C. C. Bench, prop. 

- Ad: Henry Huffman, Dealer in Tombstones and 

Monuments. 

- Ad: Burkhead & Clarke, Attorney-at-law.  Southeast corner 

of Public Square. 

- Ad: J. McCaskey.  Justice of the Peace.  Office in G. A. R. 

Hall. 
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