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PREFACE

Although William Rufus King has been dead for more than
one hundred years, he has been neglected by historians. Toe-
day, only a few people know that he was elected Vice Fresi-
dent of the United States in 18562, and fever still know ae
bout his distinguished congressional career of more than
thirty years, or of his diplomatic achievements as Minlster
to France while the struggle over the annexation of Texas
was in progress, Several factors have helped to consign
King to this relative obscurity., In the first place, he
left few letters or other materials from wvhich a blography
could be written. In Congress he generally confined himself
to short speeches and often gave up his privilege of making
speeches in the Senate by acting as presiding officer. As a
consequence, any blographer mast seek scattered materials in
newspapers, private correspondence, and public documenta,
Even then, avallable sources are insdeguate to give a full
acoount of his 1ife. Ferhaps 1f Eing had married and had
left children, more of his personal correspondence would
have been preserved, but such was not the crse. A further
deterrent to the study of Eing's life is the faet that he
wvas overshadowed by such men =8 Andrew Jackson, John
Caldwell Calhoun, Daniel Webster, and Henry Clay. ¥riters
have preferred to write about nudh.men beecause their careers
were more colorful than those of their lesser contemporarles

and beecause they left voluminous materials with vhich to
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vorks

Although King sttracted less attention than some of his
contemporaries, few others in American politiesl 1ife can
ecual his career of publiec service in terms of devotion to
duty and attention to the interests cf his constituents., He
served in political office practically all of the time from
1808, when he was twenty«two, until his death in 1853. A
study of his 1life 1s a study of the work of a moderate
Southerner who was willing neither to follow the ultra-
Sontherners such as John C. Calhoun nor to accept quietly
violations of southern rights by northern aggressors. In-
stead, he occupled a middle ground where he sought, on the
one hand, to calm southern agitators, and on the other, to
secure better treatment of the South by the North. In the
preasent study, no attempt is made to glve a detailed account
of King's life because materials are not available for such
a study. Rather it is an effort to assemble existing infor-
matlon from newspapers, personal letters, public archives
and fugitive sources so that an almost forgotten publie
figure can be partially restored to his place in the history
of his period.

The writer 1s indebted to many people for ald snd en~
couragement in the writing of the present study. Among
these are the library staffs of the University of North Car-
olina, the University of Alsbama, and Duke Universitys the
staffs of the Sampson County, North Carolina, Pablic Librae
ry, end of the Selma, Alabama, Csrnegie Library; the staffs
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of the Alabama Department of Archives and History, the North
Carolina Department of Archives and History, the Library of
Congress, the National Archives, and the Historical Soclety
qr Pennsylvania. He is especially indebted to Mr, Laufence
Tipton of Selma, Alabame, who made avallable King manuseripts
in his possession and opened his home to show the King sil-
ver, furnliture, and other mementoes in hls possession, to
Doctor Fletcher M, Green, whose advice and encouragement
have been indispensable, to Doctors Allen J. Going and
Cornelius 0, Cathey, whose advice has been helpful, end to
his wife, whose loyalty and assistance have made the work

possible.

Jl M. m.



CHAPTER I
LAYING FOUNDATIONSs BOYHOCD AND EDJCATION

When William Rufus Devane King was born on April 7,
1786, the United States was still relatively young in the fam-
ily of nations, but 1t had already witnessed some of the most
momentous events in its history and was destined to witness
developments of equal significence during King's childhood
and youth. A long period of confliet with England had led to
open warfare in 1775 and the Declaration of Independence in
1776. The revolutionary struggle had been brought to a vie-
torious conclusion by the Treaty of Paris in 1783. Meanwhile,
the Articles of Confederation had been adopted in 1781 as the
first constitution of the United States. Unfortunately, this
plan of goyernmant was proving unworkaeble by 17863 and at the
time of King's birth, leaders were speaking of the need for
revision. Some even doubted the permanence of the union.

In the year after King's birth, however, the Constitutional
Convention met at Philadelphia and drafted a new frame of
government which was adeguate for the needs of the country.
Daring his childhood, the new plan of government was put ine-
to operation by the Federslist Partys; and, during his youth,
the Democratic-Republican Party of Thomas Jefferson first
came to power., Lluring these years a2 new generation was born,
the leaders of which upon reaching maturity were to dominate
the political scene from the ¥ar of 1812 to the Compromise of
1850. Not the least of this generation was %illiam R. King

whose life extended from 1786 to 18563 and whose active

y



political career extended from 1808 to his death.

King was born in Sampson County, North Carolina, the
second son of William King and Margaret Devane, According
to a femlily tredition, the King family descended from three
brothers who came to Virginia from Ireland in the seventeenth
century. Descendants of these brothers are thought to have
migrated to North Carolina as part of the great migretion to
that state which occurred about 1740.1 In any case the land
focorda of Sampson County show that William King was already
the owner of a considerable amount of lend in that county at
the time of the American Revolution.? His father, Michael
King, was a resident of nearby Cumberland county.5 Margaret
Devane was descended from a prominent Huguenot family that
had migreted first from France to Scotland and later from
Scotland to America, Thomas Devane, great-grandfather of

William R, King, had married Margaret de Contin while they

1 Children of Thomas King, Sampson County, North Carolina,
Manuseript in Joseph Hamilton Collection, the Southern Histor-
ical Collection, University of North Carolina; Lillie Martin
Grubbs, ed., Martin and ll;ed Femilies Hartin Beogen Farrar
Truitt’&mitﬁ Saxon Hay | Gru bs Yope € curmr urry Fataon §wann

Birch King Fruett Other Brenche rivately pubnshﬁ, 194
DPPe 265-2603 "Eng‘Fﬁf‘_T‘!y of Virginia," VWilliam and Mary
quarterly, AVI (October, 1907), 105-110."

2 Sampson County, North Carolina, Deed Book 3, pp. 49l
492.

3 Copy of Will of Mjchael King, Grandfather of William
R. King, in William R. King Collection, Alabama Department of
Aprchives and Hlstory. (Hereinafter cited as King 001lection.)
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were stlill in Scotland and brought her to America. He owne
ed land in New Hanover County, North Carolina, as early as
1735, His two sons, Thomas Devane Jr. and John Devane,
settled in ¥ilmington, where both held pubiic offices and
served in the American Revolutionary Army. Margaret Levane
was the daughter of the younger Thomas Devane.? WNo records
survive of the merriasge of Willism King to Margaret Devane,
bnt the event probably dated from the revolutionary era. To
them were born three sons and four dsughterst Thomas Devane,
Williem Rufus, John Devane, Tabitha, Helen, Margaret, and
Ann,®

One of the wealthiest men in his community, Williasm King
was able to give his children some of the advantages in l1life
not offered by other fathers of his time to thelir families,
In January, 1774, he bought three tracts of land including
6550 acres and throughout the remainder of his life continued

to purchase land from time to time.® The Sampson County Tax

4 Julia Forbes Thornton, "North Carolina's Own Huguenot
Familles," The Huguenot, Fublication No. 12 (1943-1945), pp.
113«114.

5 Children of Thomas King, Sampson County, North Carolina,
Manuseript in J,seph Hamilton Collection, the Southern Histor-
ical Collection, University of North Carolinaj; Copy of the
%11l of ¥Williasm King, North Carolina Collection, University of
North Carolina,

6 Sampson County, North Carolina, Deed Books 3, pp. 49l-
4923 6, p. 3713 7, p. 3913 8, pp. 445-446, 456.

.



List of 1784 shows that he was already the owner of 1,348
acres of land and seven black polls.7 In 1790 he was the
owner of thirty-one slaves and had added to his landholdings,
At this time he was the fifth largest slaveholder in Sampson
County and ranked very close to the largest owner of slaves,
who had only th.trty-aevon.8 Thus at approximetely the time
of ¥William R. King's birth, his father could lay claim to
membership in the upper economic bracket of his community.

He maintained & similar standing in his later 1life. Although
he had given tracts of land and slaves to hls sons snd had
sold some of his property, he left 2,197 acres of land at his
death, together with 37 slaves, Along with the ownership of
substantial property went soeial distinction in the closing
years of the eighteenth century; hence the King family enjoyed
high soclal stending es well as high economic standing in
their community. Beneath them vere the numerous people who

ovned only a few slaves or none at all.1® ¥illiem King mede

7 Sampson County Tax List (1784), in North Carolina
Department of Archives and History.

8 VWalter Clark, ed., State Records of North Carolina,
16 volumes (Vinston, Goldsboro, 1006-1914), XAVL, 1077-1096.
(Hereinafter cited as State Records.)

9 Copy of %¥ill of Villiam King, North Carolina Collec-
tion, University of North Carolina,

10 Francis Grave Morris and Phyllis Mary Morris, "Eco=-
nomic Conditions in North Carolina sbout 1780," North Caro-
lins Historiesl Review, XVI (April, 1939), 107-133, (July,
1939), 296«327 give a good description of the economic situ-
ation in North Carolina in the late eighteenth century.



certuin that his sons were in the planting class by giving
to them shortly after they reached their majority lands
sufficient to make them planters in their own right. In
Jahunry, 1808, he gave six hundred acres of lasnd to William
Rufus, who at that time vas a struggling lawyer of twenty=
one, 1

Not only was ¥illlam King well-to-do financlally, he
had taken part in the American Revolution and later became a
prominent leader in the political affairs of Sampson Gouﬁty.
In the Revolution he fought as a common soldier and made
finaneial contributions to aid in the conduet of the war.12
Revolutionary accounts show him drawing compensetion for mi-
litia ser¥ice vwith Colonel James Kenan, Vhere he served and
the length of his service are uﬁrecordod, but from the amount
of compensation 1nvolved, his service mast have been brlef.ls
In addition to his milit;s service, King helped to raise supe
rlies for revolutionery troops. In November, 1780, he gave
the Commissioner of Duplin County fifty-five beef cattle
worth & 4 specie per head, Although he was promised payment

11 Sampson County, North Carolina, Deced Book 14, p. 389,

12 Sketches of the Lives of Franklin Eierge snd im. K.
King, Csndidetes of the Democratic HRepublican Farty for the
Fresidency of the Unlted States (n. Ps, 1BHE), D 55.

13 North Carolina Revolutionary Var Accounts, in North
Carolins Department of Archives and History, V, part 43,
p. 33 part 65, p. 4. ; L
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in a short time, he was not paid.l4 Later he petitioned the
state legislature for reimbursement, but & Senate committee
rejected his petition in 1784 with the comment that his case
should not be considered in a2 different light from those of
others who had furnished provisions. Seid the report, "They.
are put off with a certificate and we humbly conceive that
Hr.lxing shall share the same fato."ls Another Senate come

mittee gave him a favorable hearing in 1785,16

but, apparent-
ly, he was never paid. The loss of over & 200 specie wes a
considerable sacrifice on his part for the good of the war
effort.

#illiam King served Sampson County in vaerlous politiecal
capacitiest as s justice of the peace until his resignation
in 1791, as a member of the state leglslature for several
sessions and as a delegate to the Fayetteville Convention
called in 1789 for the ratification of the constitution., His
_ election to these positions of responsibility was a recogni-
tion of his place in the community. According to a leading
student of the period, the average cltizens, who knew little
about political affsirs, "trusted and clothed with power those

few in each community who by character, knowledge, or experience

14 Fetition of William King, Papers of the North Carclina
Senate (1785), North Carolina Department of Archives and His-
tory; State Records, XX, 56.

15 State Records, XiX, 477.
16 Ibid., XX, 56.



were best fitted to direet the fortunes of the state."l’
King was such a man., As a2 justice of the peace he had great
responslblility over local arfairs, and in the other offices
he made his influence felt on a wider scale.

As a member of the Fayetteville Convention, King proved
an exception to the assumption by some thet the constitution
was supported by the upper classes and opposed by the lower
classes. Desplte his large lsndholding and his numerous
slaves, he Joined the majority of the Sampson Gounty delegates
in voting ageinst ratification.l® Prior to his vote against
ratification, he had joined a group who unsuccessfully sought
to secure the adoption of a series of suggested amendments
before voting on ratirie&tion.lg In spite of strong opposi-
tion from some quarﬁers, the constitution was adopted by a
vote of 194-77. At that time and in succeeding years, the
Sampson County area was one of the strong Antl-Federalist
stronghelds.zo ‘

¥illiam King served in the 1788, 1790, 1791, and 1792

17 Henry McGilbert Vagstaff, "Federalism in North Caroli-
na," James Sprunt Historlcal Fablications, IX (1910, No. 2),
22.

18 Journal of the Convention of the State of North Caro-
1ins held et rayetteville ijfﬁaiSﬁEEb,‘i#as, pp. 12-13,

19 Ibid., 6-7.

- 20 William C. Pool, "An Economic Intorpretation of the
Ratification of the Federal Constitution in North Carolina,"
North Carolina Historical Review, XXVII (October, 1950),
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gsesslons of the North Carolina House of Commons. During these
sessions he seems to have taken little part in debate, but
gave his vote on significant issues that came before the leg-
islature. In 1788 he helped defeat a move calling for a con-
vention to reconslider the vote of the Hillsboro Convention
which had rejected the constitution.®l This vote foreshadow-
ed his vote against ratification in the Fayetteville Conven-
tion of 1789, He was not re-eslected to the House of Commons
in 1789 but returned to that body and served from 1790 through
1792, During these sessions he took no part in recorded de-
bates, but his votes show that he generally followed a policy
of strict construction and little government interference in
the 1ives of North Carolinians.®2 He apparently chose to re-
tire from political life in the early 1790's because he re-

e and he did not return

signed as justice of the peace in 1791,
to the House of Commons after 1792. During the years in wﬁioh
his father was in polities, young ¥illiam Rufus must have
heard him express his constitutional views, Later, when he
grew to manhood, he accepted the strict-construction view-
point of his father.

About young ¥Williem R. King little has been discovered,

21 State Records, XXI, 51l.

22 State Records, XXI, 9303 North Carolina Journal of
the House of Commons !17915, PPe §§, 30, 14, 65-64,

23 North Carolina House Journal (1791), p. 48.
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but fragmentary testimony by a descendant of one of his sis-
ters shows that he was a normal boy enjoying gemes with boys
of his age and riding stick horses.®® In the absence of more
dependable information one can probably accept the statement
of one of King's euloglsts that he grew up much as "other
boys born to a reasonable share of the world's comforts and
surrounded by friends to encourage and instruct him."2° He
enjoyed the companionship of the moderstely large King family
of seven chlldrent his older brother Thomas, an early gradusate
of the University of North Carolina ané always a close confi-
dant of King; his younger brother John Devane, who lived with
King after his move to Alabama and managed the latter's pro-
perty while he was in Washingtony and the four sisters, who
also remained closely attached to King in his later life.

That the femily tie was strong 1s evidenced by the close re-
lationship which existed between the family members after their
move to Alabama many years later. Some evidence of the family
influence oanlng can be obtained from his writings in later
yvears, For example, explaining his religious views to a niece
in 1826, he wrote: "My Father was for a great portion of a
tolerably long life, an Episcopalian, and I am proud to say

sustained throughout the charecter of an honest man, a sincere

24 Kornegay Hill, The King Family, Manuseript in Kin8
Collection.

256 Robert Strange, Eulogy on the Life and Character of
wllliam Rufus King, Deiivared in Clinton, on the 1St day of
dIai i

June, _%11 ~1853), D. 6. ereinafter cited as
Strange, 0Ly« )
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Friend, a good citizen, anéd s pious Christisn.”" From in-
struction snd from "an involuntary & early attachment" to the
religion of his father, he had come to accept the Episcopsl

faith. 28

On another occasion, he spoke of the relatives of
his "fondest love," who had watched over his tender years
vith "the most affectionate, and unremitted attention.,"27
King, then, mast have enjoyed to the full the rural pleasures
offered by the Sampson County of his day and the kind atten-
tions of his parents,

He received his earliest education at CGrove Academy in
Duplin County and at Fayetteville Academy in Cumberland County.
Both of these schools were relatively close to his Sampson
County home. OCrove Academy had been chartered in 1785 in
"the first attempt" that had ever been made to provide a school
in that part of the state. A promoter of the school wrote in
1786 that 1t was fixed in the heart of a Presbyterian settle-
ment and thet from "the pleasantness and agreeableness of the
sitnation and the country adjecent around it," he had hopes
that 1t would succeed. Nestled in a grove of stately oaks
near Kenansville, the academy offered instruction to students

26 King to Eliza Beck, February 16, 1826, in EKing Col=-
lection.

27 Private Journal of ¥illiam R. King, in King Collec-
tion, p. 1.
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from 211 over North Cgrolina.ga Its sponsors advertised in
1791 that the Gpeek and Latin languages were being taught,
along with the seiences, and that boarding could be procured
on moderate terms. The "order and regulations here observed”
and the progress made by those attending the academy, said
the advertisement, were "equal to any which have been made in
any private institation,"<® Fayetteville Academy, founded
somewhat later than Grove Academy, was located in & "very
pleasant part" of Payetteville near the Presbyterian and Epis-
copal churches, Here, a great deal of tho’teaohing was done
by Preabyterlan ministers. The school, like Grove Academy,
contributed an important part to the educational life of the
state.”0 No records exist today to show the quality of work
thatlxing dld at these schools, but in view of the record he
made at the Universlity of North Carolina Preparatory S3chool,
to which he transferred in 1800, he mast have received good
training at the two academies.

The Preparatory School had been set up in Chapel Hill in

December, 1795, in order to take care of the diverse needs of

28 Grove Agademy Bullegig (1907), pp. 9=113 see also
Charles L, Coon, grth arolinas Schools and ﬁcadg?ie%s & Docu~-
Ralelght Edwards Lon

mantagx History ( gh and Broughton, 15), PPe

29 The North Carolina Chronicle; or, Fayetteville Guzette,
Janmuary 3, 1791.

30 John A. Oates, The Story of Fayetteville and the Uiver
Gago Pear (Fayettevillet rrivately puE*Ishsa, I&sﬁi, PpPe L9i-
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"raw, mostly untaught youths of diverse ages and acoulrements,"
A house had been erected some distance from the University so
as to separate the younger students from the aldér students
and to relieve congestion in the building formerly occupied
by the entire student body. Here students were taught the
English language, ﬁriting, reading, arithmetic, the Latin
langnage, the French language, the rudiments of geography,
and an optional course in the Greek language. Those passing
approved exsminations on the studies of the Prepsratory School
were admitted "upon the general establishment of the Universi-
ty." Two able tutors had charge of the school while King was
in attendance. Archibald DeBow Murphey, honar.graduate of the
class of 1799 and later & lawyer and leader in the publiec
school movement in North Carolina, was his first tutorj Richard
Henderson, nephew of Chief Justice Henderson and later a prome-
inent lawyer, was the second, replacing Murphey when he joined
the staff of the University. The French teacher, P. Celestine
lMolie, was apparently a refugee from Haiti.sl

King's name first appears on Unlversity records on Nareh
1, 1800, asla student of Tutor Murphey. In commenting on the
performanss of a class in Erasmus, Murphey noted: "In this
class James Battle & V“1lliam King are the best; and bid fair

31 Kemp Plgmmerlsatg}ei H§8t°§1 %ﬁ the Universi ﬁ;
North iing from lts to IThe Death of Fresident
§§%§-185 8, 2 volum Iﬁ;geight-EZiards and Broughton,
5 7? S I 93-95 16:-1 4 166, (Hereinafter cited as
Battle, fi1 story of the Univarsitx of North Carolina.)
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to be good Scholars; as they are diligent in their Studies,
and punctual in the performasnce of all their duties." Mur-
phey, however, was dissatisfied with the reading of most of
his students, including King; most seemed "entirely ignorant
of the Art of reading" and would recuire long training before
old habits could be rooted out and replaced with better onaa.52
King mast have made rapid improvement in his reading because
he was considered one of the better readers in a class of
elght when another report was made two months later. This re-
port also noted that FPreparatory Schcol students showed "a
dlsposition to be trifling and impertinent."®® The Exemina-
tion Committee of the University, in thelr March examinations,
found King and James Battle "praise worthy for their Industry
and the accuracy they discover/ed /" in a class in Erasmuss
and when thg-yaarly exam . nation was given to his class on
June 23, 1800, in Erasmus, Butropius, French grammar, and
other subjects, King was found "distinguished" in Butropius
and Erasmns.54 In August, 1800, King was studying French,

Latin, reading, and other subjects. Hls teacher noted that

32 Reports of the Tutor, March 1, 1800, in University
Student Records, 1795-1809, MHanuseript volume in Southern
Historical Collection, University of North Carolins, (Here-
| inafter c¢ited as University 3Student Hecords.)

33 Ibid., May 1, 1800,

54 Reports of the Examlnatlion Committes, March 27, 1800,
University Student Records; Raleigh Register, July 15, 1800.
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he was dolng well in French, which he had been studylng for
a long time., By this time Richard Henderson had replaced
Murphey and was teaching all subjects except French. fender-
son singled Eing out as one of the best students in Latin,
English grammar, and reading.55 In October lienderson report-
ed that in Neﬁos King was "highly distinguished for hls Schole
arship and diligent attention to his Studies."®® The faculty
examining committee, at its November examination, found EKing
to be "particularly distinguished" in Latin studies and praise-
worthy in his other aubjeets.57 In the following months he
seems to have taken a considerable interest in his study of
Freneh. King's French teacher reported in February, 1801,
that he and another student were reading in Gil Blasg about a
"handsome lady in distress.” It was "full of virtuous senti-
ments,” and King seemed "more sensible to them" than the other
student. Both students were "tractable & assiduocus." At
the same time Henderson called King the best student in Cae-
sar's Commentaries end Latin grammar, and praised his work in
English grammar snd roading.sa in Mey EKing was reading

35 Reports of the Tutors, August 10, 1800, University
Student Records.

36 Ibid., October 10, 1800.

37 Reports of the Examination Committee, November 15,
1800, University Student Records.

28 Reports of the Tutors, February 25, 1801, Universily
Student Records.
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Marmontel and Voltaire with French teacher Molie, "almost as
well as 1if they were written in his native lnnguago,se and
was among the leaders of his class in 2ll of his other stud-
ies, When the Board of Tpustees conducted their examination
of hia elass on June 22, 1801, in spelling, reading, English
grammar, arithmetic, Latin grammar, Caesar's Commentaries,
larmontel and Voltaire, they found King outstanding in most
of the subjects, and "distinguished" in English grammar, a-
rithmetic, and Latin grammsr.4° Although he was only fifteen
years old, he had now concluded his preparatory work and was
eligible for entrance into the freshman class of the Univer-
slty. From the sketechy records still svailable, one can only
conclude that King did well in his preparatory work.

During King's college career, which extended from the
summer of 1801 to the summer of 1804, the recently founded
University was troubled by a lack of funds and by the unruli-
ness of students. The trustees complained in 1803 of the
roofless walls of some of the bulldings and the almost empty
shelves of the library. Correctly foreseeing the future,
they stressed the need for support of the University for the
good of "those youths who are shortly to succeed us on the

stage of 1life as men, and on whom the character and fate of

39 ;bid.’ Ha’ 15. 1801.
40 Raleigh Regigter, July 14, 1801,
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our country must consequently davolvs.”*l In King's class
alone were a future Vice President of the United States, King,
and a future Cabinet member, John Eston. On the University
faculty were Joseph Caldwell, honor gradunt§ at Princeton and
Professor of Mathematies (later President of the University)s
William Bingham, honor graduate of the University of Glasgow
and Professor of Ancient Languages; and Archibald D. Marphey,
who was promoted to Bingham's place in 1800 from his post as
tutor in the Preparatory Scho0l.%42 But not all of the time
of the stndents was spent in serious work. School records
show the numerous escapades in which they took part. Among
other things they put a ealf in the chapel, stoned the house
of the steward, stole beechives and daubed honey on classroom
floors, cut down corn in the nelighborhood, put frogs and ter-
rapins in the room of an instructor, and fired piséuls in-the
bu11d1n33.43 Whether King took part in these affairs is unre-
corded, but his name does appear among & list of students who
admitted to Professor Caldwell that he had been oppressed Ly

41 Raleigh Minerva, July 18, 1803.

42 Battle, Histogg of the Unlversity of North Carolina,
I, 108-110, 166167, 170.

43 Transactions at the Unlversity, in Faculty Record /Jof
the University of North Carolina/ 1799-1814, in Southern His-
torical Collection, University of North Carolinaj see also
Battle, History of the University of North Carolina, I, 194-
20

.
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youthful pranks, and apologlized for incldents that had oecurred
on the eampus‘44 Records of the Philanthropic Soclety show
that he was fined from time to time for infraction of the rules

of the group while he was a member,45

and he probably engaged
in and enjoyed the pranks played by atudenta'upon the faculty
and fellow students.

The Philanthropic Soeclety and the Dlslectic Soclety fur-
nished recreation for the students of the University and gave
them valuable treining in public speaking. Shortly after he
entered the freshman class, %illiam R, King became a member
of the Philanthropiec Soeiety.46 From the yellowed pages of
its records, one learns that he stood high in scholarship,
debate, and executive ablility and that he was very popular
among his fellows. Members of the socleties took turns at
reading, composing and correcting speeches, snd debating sige-
nificant 1ssuen.47 King took part in these programs regular-
ly and was, during the period of his membership, elected to
almoat every office in the gift of the socliety. Vithin a few

weeks after he entered the group, he was elected treasurer and

44 Students to Reverend Joseph Caldwell, undated, imn r
Fgenlty Record 1799-1814, Southern Historical Collection, Uni-
versity of North Carolina,

45 #inutes of the FPhileanthropic Society, List of Fines
1802«~1803, in Southern Historieal Collection, University of
North Carolins., (Hereinafter cited as Minutes of the Philan-
thropic Soclety.)

46 Minutes of the Fhilanthropic Soeiety, July 14, 1801.

47 Battle, History of the University of North Carolina,
I T4
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during the next three years served many times in the offices

of corrector, counclllor, supervisor, and preaident.‘a

Six
times he was chosen to preside over the organization. On one
occasion he addressed the group "on the propriety of strict
adherence to the laws and regularities of the Soeciety”" and
"injoined the members to make every exertion that would tend
to make them perfect in their colleglate studies."4® In the
post of president of the Philanthropic Soclety he acquired
valuable practice in parliamentary proceedings which helped
to make him one of the greatest presiding officers that the
Senate of the United States has ever had.

In debate King was pitted against John Eaton, later fa-
mous in Temnessee politics and the Jackson administration,
and other fgﬁure leaders of less importance. On one occasion
Eaton and King defended opposite sides of the guestion "Wheth-
er has Washington or Franklin done greater services for their
Country." Eaton, in defending Washington, was able to defeat
King¢5° Other subjects on which King spoke included "Vhether
is a standing army or a militia the best diffence for a coun-
try®"; "Are the Studies of the Latin and Greek languages

48 Minutes of the Fhilanthrople Soelety, August 18y 1801,
January 8, 1802, February 15, 1802, March 30, 1802, May 12,
1802, June 22, 1802. See also note 49.

49 1bid,, March 30, 1802, August 10, 1802, August 23, 1803,
January 10, 1804, March 27, 1&04, June 12, 1804, The address
quoted was recorded in the minutes of the April 24, 1804, meet-
ing.

50 Ibid., July 26, August 2, 1803.
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necessary for the sttainment of a liberal education?"; "Does
knowledge increase the happiness of mankind?"; "Whether it be
advantageous to the United States to promote agricultaure or
to encourage the mechanical arts of manufacturing?"; and
"thether should s representative act agreeable to his own will
or the will of his eonatituents?“51 The debate 6! guch cuesw
tions served a useful purpose in acouainting the members of
the society with important issues and in glving them an oppor-
tunity to speak publicly. ©On at least two oeccasions King was
chosen as one of the speakers to represent the society when
the Trustees made thelr annual examinations. In 1802 the
Trustees reported that the three speakers from each society,
including King, deserved to be highly applaudod.52 Again in
1803 King spoke before the group, along with John Eaton.>
Vhat King s;id on such occasions might be highly instructive
to one tracing the development of his thinking, but none of
hls speeches have survived. OCertainly he aequired practice
in clear, logieal, and conecise spesking that he put to good
use in his later congressional career.

Throughout his life King remembered with pleasure and
gratitude his work with the Fhilanthropic Socliety. In 1838

51 Ibid., August 25, October 13, 1801, October 12, 1802,
March 18, 1803, Jenuary 17, 1804,

52 Raleigh Register, July 13, 1802,
53 Raleigh Minerva, July 18, 1803.



he wrote the group as follows:

To sustain the honor and advance the prosperity

of that Instlitution, constituted at one period

of my 1ife, the strongest feeling of my nature;

it entwined 1ltself around every filber of my

heart, and stimulated my energies. Time and

diversified pursuits have weakened, but have

not extingulished that feeling. I still exult

in the success of the White Badges; never in

the palmy days of Roman power did the "I am a

Roman Citizen" command more confidence or re-

gpect, than "I am a mgﬁbar of the Philanthrople

Society"” does for me.,
On at least two oeccaslons King was invited to address Joint
meetings of the two 11térary_aocietioa, but was unable to at-
tend on either occasion. The press of leglislative business
caused him to decline an invitation for the spring of 1838,
and his duties as Ppesident of the Senate kept him away from
the 1852 meeting of the societies,®d

As a student of the University from 1801 to 1804, King

had a commendable record, His course of study included a
continuation of subjects he had taken in the Preparatory
School and new subjects. .In the fall of 1801 he was working
on Greek grammar and English composition. As a member of the

freshman class, King "rather excel/Ied/" in scholarship,5®

: 54 William R. King to Philanthropic Soclety, April 4
1838, Philanthropic Soelety Papers, in Southern Historieai
Collection, University of North Carolina., (Hereinafter cited
as Philanthropic Soclety Papers.)

55 William R. King to Philanthropic Soelety, October 10,
1827, September 28, 1851, Philanthroplc Soclety Papers.

56 Reports of the Exsmination Committee, September 15,
1801, University Student Records.
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On July 1, 1802, the Board of Tpustees of the University gave
its approval to the class after giving it an examination in
Virgll, the Greek Testament and Vebster's Grammar.®” As a
sophomore, King studied Horace, the Orations of Cicero, a-
rithmetie, and geography. He seems to have done especlally
well in goography.sa' In the annual examination of the sophoe
more class, no student was singled out for honors, but the

entire class was approvod.59

The following year, the junior
class studied algebra, geometry, plane trigonometry, English
grammar, and Ewing's Synopsis. In these subjects, King was
considered by the Board of Trustees one of the four best stu-
dents among elight that were examined in the summer examina-
tion of 1804.60

No records exist to show that King returned to the Univer-
sity for his senior year nor does his name appear among the -
graduates of 18056. A certificate, dated June 10, 1805, and
signed by President Caldwell, seems to offer rather conclusive
evidence that he attended the school only through his junior
vear and that he left of his own accord. In it Caldwell wrote

that "Williem King pessed through the studies of the

57 Raleigh Reglster, July 13, 1802,

58 Reports of the Examination Committee, November 9,
1802, University Student Records.

59 Raleigh Minerva, July 18, 1803,
60 Ibid., July 30, 1804.
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University in a regular order according to the plan of edu-
cation, till the expiration of his junior year on the eleve
enth day of july 1804" and that while he was at the Universi-
ty, he was "generally deemed by the faculty to be regular in

his conduct.'el

One wonders why he left school without teking
a degree. In all likelihood, he was simply in a hurry to be-
gin the study of law and felt that he was well-enough pre-
pared to begin. Although his collece record had not been
brilliaent, he haé at least ranked as one of the superior stu-
dents of his class alongside John Eaton, a future senator and
cabinet member,

King began the study of law under William Duffy shortly
after the end of the school year in 1804 and continued his
study into the year 1805. A resident of Fayetteville, North
Carolina, and one of the leading lawyers in the state, Duffy
had a reputation that made him worthy to instruct such a
pupil as King.ez He had begun the practice of law at New
Bern but had moved to Hillsboro in 1792 and to Fayetteville
in 1802, Among his students had been Archibald D. MHurphey,
King's old tutor at Chapel Hill, through whose influence King
may have contacted Duffy. Murphey gave Duffy credit for

61 Copy of certificate signed by Joseph Caldwell, June
10, 1805, in Faculty Record 1799-1814.

62 Strange, Eulogy, P 7.
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teaching him "in the seience of law, in the art of managing
courses at the bar, and in the still more diffioult art of
reading books to advantage.“ea King probably derived benefits
from his contact with Duffy similar to those mentioned by
Murphey. In any case, King completed his law study in the
fall of 1805 and obtained a license to practice law in the

‘superior courts of North Carolina, 4 Although he was only

nineteen, he set up a law office at Clinton and began the
practice of his profession. The degree of suecess which
attended his efforts is unrecorded, but it is certain that he
developed friendships which endured to his death,%® Before
many years had passed, he had entered snother field that oce
cupled most of his life, the fleld of politiéa.

€63 William Henry Hoyt, ed., The Papers of Archibald D.
lurphey. (Raleight Uzzell, 1914} I, 1, 63 11, 551562,

64 Albert Jeames Pickett, History of Alsbsma and Inecie-
dentall o ia and Mississi tha marlies Ferliod.
Owen's E&it on rﬁiné%ams %eb ok Co., 1900) s De 642,

5 0Obi %ggresaea on the Decas%on of the ﬁeath 0
the Hon. hiiiz of Alabama, Ce=rresic id

-EI%ed Stn es D 1T¥ered iﬁ—Eh §enate an 186 o : r
gu of E

Tatlives of th eu States and in th
3EIE"E'Btatas, th ana Ninth December Eﬁg

Armstrong, 1854), Ds 52.
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