CHAPTER IX
LAYING FOUNDATIONSs: FOLITICS AND DIPLOEACY

Daring the yesrs betuwesn 1808 and 1818, ©illliem Hufus
Eing served his apprenticeship in the two flelds in uhich he
wos %o play a signifioant part during his lifetime, politics
and diplomsoy) he was clected %o the House of Commeons of the
State of Noprth Carolina in 1808 snd to the Congress of the
Inited States in 1810, and was appointed Sgeretary of the
Legation to the Court of Raselis in 1816, Iuring this portion
of his iu'c. the United auaﬁu was [aoed with a series of
Giffiexlt problema growing out of the confllioet with France
and England over neutral pights, the %ar of 1812, and resdjust.
ment following the Treaty of Ghent in 18185, Young King made
contribtations to the solution of seversl of these vital cuese
tions: In the North Cgrolins legislature he gove his whole-
hearted anm to the Embargo policy of Thomas Jefferson,
snd in Congress he gave his support to the %u'or 1818, Dure
ing his Earopesn mission, he helped to straighten out some of
the diplomatic tangles whioh grew out of the war,

Ilittle information is available sbout Eing's activities
from 1805 to 1808 when he was practieing law at Clinton, nor i
is it posasible to kmow sll the motives vhich prompted him to é
seok publie offlce almost as soon 38 he vas Lwaniyeone. #
Robert Strange, King's friend, declared that he was called
upon to ocoupy puablie office out of mmuo@ by m people ?
ho'repruw.toﬁ- Eing, eald Strange, was not the kind of man
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who stooped "to the arts of a demagogue.“l There is probably
much truth in what he sald, for the Eing name undoubtedly
carried grpat influence in Sampson County, and the people of
that county must have known of King's ability as a student
and as a lawyer. On the other hand, in view of his future
career in polities, it aeams.logical Lo assume that King had
a burning ambition to obtain office. In the period from 1805
until he was ready to seek his first office in 1808, he no
doubt mixed his law practice with the arts of the politician
and made himself better known to the people of Sampson County.

At any rste, he became a candidate in 1808 for repree-
sentative from Sampson County in the North Carolina House of
Commons. In the August elections he recelved the second
highest nugpar of veotes in a four-man contest for two seata
and won one of the aeata.a Thus at the age of twenty-two
King began a public career that, except for brief periods,
continmied to the time of his death in 18563. In the beglnning,
he joined the Republican Party, the dominant part of his coun-
ty and long the party of his choice; to this, the party of
Jefferason, he remained loyal to his death, In 1839 he proudly

1 Robert Strange, Eulo on fa and Charaeter of
millian Delivérgg ton, on t e 1st Day of
June June, 1853 (! » Ps 8o

2 Raleigh Reglater, August 18, 1808, The vote was dise
tributed as follows: esse Larden, 5203 King, 4653 Olin
Mobly, 375; J. Bryant, 346.
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wrotes "My youthful energies were exerted in sustaining those
principles for which Jefferson, Madison and the purest and
wisest of our country contended."® Again in 1851, when he
was approaching the end of his career, he declared that he had
battled for the cause of the Democrsacy from the time when he
was a beardless youth until his halr was “"silvered over by
ago.”4

At the time when King came upon the publiec o&ago,ltho
United States faced grave difficulties growing out of the
Napoleonic ¥War them raging in Europe. In an effort to save
American ships and men from selzare and to prevent war if pos-
sible, Thomas Jefferson secured the passage of the Embargo Act
in December, 1807. By cutting off trade with foreign countries
and restricting all other trade, however, the act had a dise
astrous effect on Americen commerce and caused much opposition
to the administration. In March, 1808, petitions were sent to
the Governor of North Carolina by people of several counties
requesting him to call a speciel session of the leglslature
to suspend the collection of debts during the period of

3 William R. King to Mobile Committee, May 26, 1839,
cuoted in Tuscaloosa ilag of the Union, June 12, 1839,

4 Villiem R. King to Bolling Hall, Wovember 19, 1850, in
Bolling Hall Collection, Alsbama Department of Archives and
Hi stho
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dlstress caused by the Emharga.s The Bladen County grand
Jury deelared in April that the Embargo had produced a scar-
¢lty of money, making 1t Impossible for the inhablitants of the
gounty to pay their debts.® Prices of such produets as rice,
tar and shingles fell to approximately one-fifth their normal
level by April, 1803.'7 The Ralelgh Minerva called the Eme
bargo "a palsy on industry and a tomb of enterprise."® The
governor's message to the General Assembly in November, 1808,
was far from hopefuls; Two of the major problems confronting
the logi§1atare, the governor noted, were the difficulties
growing out of the Embargo and the auestion of using ﬁhe mi-
litia for federal service. Since the disputes with European
countries had not been settled, he called on all ecltizens to
act as "Men and Patriots."® .

King soon had an opportunity to display his attitude to-
wardlstoﬁs thsterferson administration had taken agalinst
England and France becauge of their unjust treatment of Ameri-
cang. On December 2, the lHouse of Commons considered a se-

ries of resolutions introduced by Villlam Gaston expressing

5 Ralelgh ilinerva, March 24, 1808,
8 1bid., April 21, 1808,

7 Ibid.

8 July 28, 1808,

9 Journal of the House of Commons of the State of North
Carolina (1808), ppe 4-%.
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the indignation of North Carolinians for the repeated viola-
tions of the rights of the United States by Buropean powers,
the numerous insults to the sovereignty of the United 3tates,
and the unmaenly methods of wagling war being used by the bel-.
ligerents. The resolution declared that North Carolinians
would support with unanimity and zeal such measures as had
been made or might be devised "in vindication of the national
honours..., in defense of the national rights, and in the
cause of their country." To these resolutions, King pPfoposed
an additional onet

Reasolved, that though the laws laying an em-

bargo have borne hard upon a great part of the

citizens of the.United States, yet this Leg-

" islature view them as the best mesns which

could at that time have been devised; as dice

tated by sound policy and evincive of the wise-

dom and moderation of our governmment, Ve will

therefore cheerfully acculesce in their con-

tinaance, until a repeal can be obtained of

the unjust regulations which occasioned thems

or any other measure which Congress may deem

neecasais for the malntalinance of neutral

rights. '
In this resolution King showed that he was willing to make
all necessary sacrifices to defend the honor of his country;
he committed himselfl as a party regular, and as a defender
of Jeffersonian poliecy.

Although King's amendment was adopted by & vote of 7642

in the House of Commons, a series of Senate resolutlions was
eventually substituted as the joint sentiment of the two

houses. The Senate resolutions ealled for unity, denounced

10 Ih’-do. PP« 19-20.




29
the activities of Great Britain and France, and "cordially
approved” of measures thst President Jefferson had taken,
They pledged the people of North Carolina to give cheerful
acquiescence in the Embargo unless Congress chose to revise
it, and to risk their lives and fortunes rather than surren-
der their "liberty and independence." King generally approved
the senfimenta of these resolutions and even voted for an ate-
tompted amendment to the Senate resolutions asserting the
daty of every good citlzen "to submit to all the privations,
and to encounter all the lnconveniences®™ necessary in resist-
ing "foreign insolence and injustice" and pledging members
of the Genersl Assembly to donate one~half their wages for
the session for the purpose of "procuring arms for the mie
litia of North Carolins." The majority refused to go so far
as to give up part of thelr own lalary.ll

In addition to his work in favor of the Imbargo resolu-

tions, King was active in other respects during the 1808

session. He was a member of the claims committee and other
lesser committees and introduced several routine petitions
and bills.lz On one occasion, he voted against a blill pro=-
posing to repeal a law of 1794 prohibiting the further impor-
tation of slaves and indentured people of co].or.l3 To ald
debtors who were suffering from the harmful effects of the
11 Ibid., pp. 20, 24.
12 ibid., pp. 4, 6, 13, 25, 14, 26.

13 Ibid., D+ 32.
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Embargo, he voted in favor of a law suspending temporarily
the right of creditors to foreclose for debt, provided the
debtor gave part payment and security for the remainder,l4

In 1809 King was elected without opposition to repre-
sent Sampson County in the session of the House of Commons
which began on November 20.1% Although he was only twenty-
three years old, he played a significant part in that body
when 1t met. In recognition of his abllity he was placed on
mmerous committees, inecluding the finance commlttee, a
special committee to consider the propriety of establishing
a court or courts of chancery, a committee to inquire into
the expediency of changing the mode of electing sheriffs, a
joint committee to consider amendments to a bill for the re-
lief of debtors, and others of less importance.® Such ree-
ognition was a real tribute and showed the esteem in which
he was held by hlis fellow leglslators.

Only a few fregmentery accounts of King's speeches sur-
vive to show his attitude toward different issues during the
1809 sesslion, He favored a tax of one-eighth of the net div-
idend paid by benks rather than a tax on bank stock, and

opposed the colleection of tax on stock owned by the state or

14 Ihid,, pp. 48-490
15 Raleigh Reglster, August 24, 1809,

16 North Carolina House Journal, pp. 4, 7, 9, 18, 22,
35, 47.
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by the University of Forth Carolina,}? But more important,
he apoﬁ in support of & bBl1ll bdefore the House of Commons
ealling for the suspension of Jjudgment ngnmt-dcbtén (from
December 31, 1809, to Decomder 31, 1810) provided the debtop
pald interest and oneshalf of the prineipsl and gave security
for the remainder of the debts The proposal was designed So
extond the benefits of a similsr rct passed during the pree
vioun sesslion. Defenders of the bil) pointed out that the
Embargo had so dlslocated finances that people were urable to
neoet thelr contrasts., King Joined in adwvoocating the bLLll bee
canse he kner the pathetlie elroumstances of some of his cone
stituenta, fe sdmitted that speculators, as some charged,
might reap undeserved benefits by the postponement of debt
paymenta, bat pointed ont that such persons eoald not bo dise
covered, Ro favored, thersfors, giving the smume benefita to
all, Ia enswer to those who saic the blll was unconstitite
tional as a violation of the provision in the United States
Constitation forbidding the impairment of the obligation of
contraets by stetes, King answered that suapensions had ale
ready been medo under the aet of the previous yvear and had
been raled valid by the courts. ® Proponents of suspension
were able to secure an extension of the benefits of the 1808
act until Aprid, 1810,%°

17 Raleigh Register, January 18, 1810.
18 Ralelgh Sgap, Februasry 1, 8, 1810.
1¢ ibid., February 8, 1810.
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Early in the 1809 session, King, among others, vas nomi-
nated for the post of solicitor of the fifth circuit of the
state Superior Qourt. Neither of the candidates received a
majority of the total votes cast on the first ballot, Vhere-
upon, by action of the General Agsembly, some of the names
vere withdrawn, and Xing was elected on the second bellot,20
On the last day of the legislative session, he resigned his
Qeat in the House of Commons 8o as to enable him to take up
his new duties.®* As solicitor, King was required to travel
the circuit through ten North Carolina counties twice s year
and "prosecute in behalf of the state." The fifth cilrcult
included his home county Sampson, along vith Montgomery,
Anson, Richmond, Robeson, Bleden, Brunswick, New Henover,
Cﬁmbsrlnnd,'and Moore eﬁunties. Beginning on the first Mone-
dey in March and the first Mondey in September, he znd a cir-
cuit judge made thelr two yearly rounds through the counties
of their circult, remaining up to six deys in each county 1if
necessary. 4t reculred ten weeks to complete the circult in
the spring and ten weeks in the fell, For each sitting of
the court King was entitled to a salary of 4 10 plus certain
fees collect'od.28 Eing's term as solicltor for two yeers

20 North Carolina House Journal (1809), pp. 12-17.

21 Ibid. ’ p. 54.

22 Laws of the State of ngth Ca na, Includi the
Titles of Su Qﬁ Stetutes and Farts of Statu ; of Creat bBri-
oyt 4 Stete T756-1850 (Reteisht T,

ales, 1

as Ar ree in State 1 H
: 1821 ), PP+ 10 50~1 53,
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gave hilm an opportunity to make himself known throughout the
southeastern corner of North Carolina. Four of the seven
counties of the ¥ilmington Congressional District were located
in King's eclrcuit, He was soon to cell on the people of these
counties to help elect him to the Congress of the United
States.

King had an opportunity to run for Congress in 1810 vhen
Thomas Kenan, the incumbent of the Fifth District (or Wilming-
ton District as some called 1it), declined to seek re-election
after representing the district for six yeara.25 In the Au-
gust electlion, King was opposed by the Federalist candidate,
Christopher Dudley. In the seven county district, composed
of Sampson, Duplin, New Hanover, Columbus, Brunswiek, and
Onslow counties, King emassed a total of 3,047 votes; Dudley
received only 1,449, King carried his home county of Sampson
by a majority of more than five to one and lost only Onslow
County to Dudlay.34 Only twenty-four at the time of his
eleation, King was probably the youngest member of the Twelfth
Congress when it was called into special session by Fresident
James Madison in November, 1811, He took hls place among a
group of able young men with whom he was destined to be as~
soclated for most of his remaining life -- John C. Calhoun,
Henry Clay, Deniel Vebster, and others, Though young in

23 Biogre 3 ggrggtggz 4 eri 1774~
i%%%. (vashingtons overnmenﬁgibiﬁging. Tice, )y P

24 Raleigh Register, August 16, 23, 30, 1810.
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years, King was called on to assist in conducting some of the .
most important leglslative basiness that the country had yet
faced.

As the Twelfth dongresa assembled,; war with England was
approaching ever hea#ar. Efforts to secure the abandonment
of British Orders in Councll and French decrees had proved
unsuccessful, Many Amerlicans had eome to the conclusion that
to submit to further violations of neutral rights was too de-
grading to be continued., They called for protection of these
rights at the possible risk of war. Additional factors en-
tered the thinking of some whilch caused them to welcome war
with England., %esterners lived in constant fear of Indian
attack snd aceused the British, correctly in some cases, of
giving aid to the Indlans and encouraging their attacks on
American settlers. Finally, many Americans looked with cove
etous eyes on Canada and Florida and felt that war would be a
quick method of securing these territories. Hence, a lust
for new territory, coupled with resentment at BEritish inter-
ference with American commerce snd encouragement of Indian
attacks, worked together to breed a war apirit.25

The press of North Carolina was conscious of the situa-

tion., In printing ¥adlson's proclamation calling for a

25 Valusble studles of thin subject are found in Julius
William Pratt, %anaioniat% of 1812 (New York: Macmillen,
1925), Alfred Le ed States, OGreat Britain,

tilh grtg %Egrica aven: Yale, 1940), and DBer-
okea

na?ﬁ ayo of the New Viest (Bostont
Houghton iif?i Co., 1957, oéSThafter cited as Mayo,
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speclal session of Congress, the Raleigh Minerva noted that
the call forboded a "most unfavorable aspect towards the cone
tinuance of peace." A contest with Creat Britaln, "so long
and ardently hoped for by many,” now secemed unavoldable, 28
In September, 1811, the same newspaper pointed to continued
British violestions and declared, "Between the villainous snd
prejudiced there, and the inveterate and unprincipled here,
strange will it be if war do not take plece."®’ Xing and
other members of Congressz were given the cholce of pesce or
war before the fateful first sesslion of the Twelfth Congress
was overs

King's first speech in Congress grew out of a resolution
by John Rhea of Tennessee proposing that the Committee on
Commerce and Menufactures meke an inculry into the expedlency
of laying an additional duty on coarse manufactures of hemp,
flax, and cotton, a proposal designed to strengthen the
Unlted States by protecting its manufactures. King spoke in
favor of the resolution during the course of a "long desultory
debate." He favored the protection of domestlic manufactures
gensrally and suggested that an inquiry should also be made
into the expediency of laying a duty on the importation of
salt, This produet, he said, was a manufacture of general
consumptlon and should be encouraged., The United States had
suffered in the past from shortages and might avert later

26 Raleigh Minerva, August 2, 1811,
27 Ibid., September 6, 1811.
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inconveniences by encouraging home manufacture. On the other
hand, Nathaniel Macon, also of North Carolin¢;10pposed & salt
duty because salt was 8 necessity of 1life. A speelal group,
he felt, should not be sllowed to gain extra benefits. -Even-
tually King wlithdrew hls suggestions because some members felt
it improper to amend a resolution already before a cormittee,
but he disclalmed any intention of giving speclsasl benefits to
& particular sectlion at the expense of another or of inter-
fering with a resolution slready being considered by . soi
mittee. Instead, he wished to see how far Congress was will-
ing to encourage the manufaetures of the United States "in
preference to those of forelgn nations." As in his days of
service in the North Cgrolira Assembly, he showed a willinge
neas to support legislation that would strengthen the United
States, His speech foreshadowved the protective pollcy and
search for self-sufficlency which was adopted after the Var
of 1812 as a part of the program of new nationalism, 28

As the United States drifted toward war 1n late 1811 and
early 1812, there were ceveral shades of opinion in Congress
regarding the expediency of entering the conflict. They ine
cluded a group of younglinaurganta, later called the War
Hawks, s group of moderate Republicans, composed mostly of
elderly and mediocre men, a small but able group of Federal-

1sts and the 0ld Quid element, led by John Randolph of

28 Annals of C g, 1789~ 42 volumes (Vashingtons:
Gales and Seaton, %ggﬁffﬁﬁi)%“ﬁgi 1, 3560-361.
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Virginia and Richard Stanford of North Carolina. Vhen Henry
Clay, one of the leading members of the War Hawks, was elected
to the House speskershlp, it becsme clear that the insurgents
faction was to be in control. These men represented a re-
volt of youth against cautlous age, a protest against the
conservative seaboard, and en upsurging of nationalistic
fervor. Host of them were from the ¥est and South. Thelr
names are well-known: lenry Clay of Kentucky, John Caldwell
Calhoun of South Careolina, Felix Grundy of Tennessee, iichard
Mentor Johnson of Kentucky, among others., Unlike the Var
Hawlks, b&a moderate Republicans showed timidity and advocated
the old policies of trade restriction.. The Quids, likewise,
vere grimly opposed to war, as Randolph's nolsy attack on
the Var Hawks aqmonstrated.gs As a new member of Congress,
William R, King had to choose between loyalty to the militant
War Hawks or to one of the more moderate groups. Since his
earlier speeches had floreshadowed an adherence to a policy
of defending American rights, 1t 1s not surprising that he
Joined the youthful Ver Hawk factlion and supported measures
for the strengthening of his country.

King expressed hls views on national poliey in December,
1811, when he took part in the debate on & resolution to ine
crease the slze of the stending army. Hls speech was made
in snsver to one of Richard 3tanford of North Carolina in

 opposition to standing armies. Calling them the “"bane of

29 Hayo, Henry Clay, pp. 385-426.
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free Governments," Stanford contended that suech establishe
ments would prevent the United States from being the "freest
and happiest people on earth." In his speech he admitted
that tho:e was Just cause for war, but maintained that the
main intereat of the United States was to cherish peace.
Peace, he deelared, was a "Republican doetrine, as éall in
the old minority times as since the minority grew into a mae
Jority." War had not been declared under Washington, Adams,
or Jatférson although there had been great cause to do 504
Now, however, he saw a new group preaching the doctrine of
var -- one that was to be a war of conguest and not of defense.
He opposed any measure which might hasten the day when the
United States would be a belligerent,30

A representative of the new group and an sdvocate of
new dootringa, Eing responded immediately by calling Stanford's
doctrine one of abject submisalon. Admitting that full debate
was necessary vhen such a vital question as peace or war wes
being considered and that members should divest themselves of
varm feelings incduced by the unjust prostration of Ameriean
rights, he yet belleved that the resolution should be passed.
.His own section, he pointed out, had extensive and exposed
seacoasts which needed protection, He and his constituents
were willing %o take steps to protect them, "As in my indl-
vidual capacity, I feel &t all times willling to make not only

30 Annals of Congress, XXIII, 511-516.
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[ pecunlary sacrifices; but to expose my person in vindicating

the rights and interests of my country," he declared, "in
my Representative capacity, I will undertake to say, that my
constituents will do no less."S' The "demon Avarice," which
benumbed the warm emotions of the soul, had not gained the
agscendancy in the Souths the love of country animated every
breast and burned with "inextinguishable ardor.” Southerners
felt the degradatlon of the country in submltting to the dis=
honorable terms proposed by the British govermnment. In try-
ing to avold Furopean entanglements and in passing laws to
restrict American trade, the Unlted States had borne with
injury until "forebearance had cessed to be a virtue," Calls
for justice had gone unheeded. In splte of American efforts
to keep peace, Britain had refused to stop her dapradatlons.aa
King denied that he would support & measure which might
.~ lead to war simply for the sake of the carrylng trade, from
which nine-tenths of the people did not benefit., But he as-
serted, "The right to carry in our own ships the produce of
our country to any cuarter, not thereby vieolating the laws of
nations, or contravening legitimate regulations, is one whieh
I never will yields for ... in doing so, we paralyze the ine-
dustry of our citizens; we give a fatal blow to the best

interests of our country." If prineciples were once yielded,

31 Ibid., XXIII, 516, The speech is reported 1n pages
516 to 520.

32 Ibid., XXIII, 516-517.
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further encroachments would follow, By passing the defense
resolutlion; hovever, the United States would give its sanction
to a fixed resolve to render effective the use of force a=
gainst nations that refused to give it justice,d

In answer to those who fesared the loss of property as the
result of war, he replied, "To us, it matters little whether
our cities tumble into ruin by desertion for want of employe
ment, by poverty produced by British wrongs and aggressions,
ory, in vindicating the cause of our country, fall by a culcke
er process." When national honor and pecuniary interest were
weighed 1n the balence, he deelared, honor would proénil among
Southerners, >4

Some had suggested that war would bring uprisings among
the blacks, but King had no such fesrs., He did, hovwever, la-
ment the existence of the inastitution of slavery, "I view it
as a bane,"” said King, "the curse of the land, and most sine
cerely, sir, do I wish that some ¥osea could take them by the
hand, and lead them to a distant land, where thelr criea
would never more strike on the ear of sympathy.">° Such words
seem somewhat strange, coming from a slaveowner and a man who
was to become a leader of southern forces in years to comej

the slavery question, however, had not become the subject of

33 Ibid., XXIII, 517,
34 Ibid,, ¥XIII, 518,

356 1bid.
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bitter sectional dispute in 1812,

In enswer to those who had called the imminent war one
of conquest, King said that he was little inclined to extend
the boundaries of the United 3tates because extension would
- introduce new interests and make the country too large. He
conceded, however, that if war were foreced upon the United
States, the seizure of territory would be a means of injuring
the British., Since this was the case, Canada, as a vulnerable
spot, would undoubtedly be taken by force of arms.as

King's feeling is well summed up in a few sentences near
the end of his speecht

I am just commencing my political careers

I am consistent; 1 finéd my country degraded

by insults unrevengeds almost ruined by her
efforts to preserve friendship with nations
who feel power and forget right; and, al-
though 1 am opposed to the principle of

having large standing armies in our country,
yet; sir, under these circumstances, I feel
justified in departing from the general
principle.... 1 had rather that fasteanchor-
ed isle /Britain/, that protector of the
liberties of the world, should be swept from
the catalogue of nations than submit that one
American -~ one natural-born citizen -~ should,
at her will, be torn from his family, his coun-
try and kept in a state of the most horrid
slavery. 3ir, this will not be a war of con=
quest, It wlill be a struggle for existence,o7

This speech shows that King was imbued with the War Hawk spir-
it but that he was neither an ardent expansionist nor a

staunch defender of the carrying trade purely from the

36 Ibid., XXIII, 519.
37 Ibid., XXIII, 519-520.
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commercial standpoint. Instead he disclaimed both the desire
to annex Canada and to defend the carrying trade. The chief
factor which shaped his thinking seems to have been national-
ism -~ the esrnest desire to defend American rights and to
see that other nations gave her justice. Ie opposed any tem-
porizing expedients that might lead to further insults.

The War Hawks secured passage of preparedness resolutions
by large majorities. King voted with the majority in favor
of raising more troops, the calling out of fifty thousand
volunteers, the calling out of the militia, the refitting of
certain ships, and the arming of merchant vessels. 8

Vhen President Madison called for war in June, 1812,
King cast his vote in favor of war. He did not make a speech
at the time, but the next year, he declareds "I was at that
time, after the most mature deliberation which I ias compe=
tent to give the subject, firmly impressed with the convie-
tion that 1t was the measure demanded by the safoty, the honor,
and the best interests of the nation."®® Onece the United
States was in the war King believed in a vigorous prosecution
in order to attesin these objectives. By his votes, he sup~-
ported those measures deemed necessary to bring the conflict
to a successful termination.4® The Unitea States, he felt,
mist not roecdnhrran the position she had taken until every

38 Ibid., XXIII, 545-548, 565,
39 Ibld., XXV, 1000.
40 Ibid., XXIII, 1108, 1111, 1147-1151, 1155.
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important right was secured. "It behooves us,” he said in
1813, "to be prepared; the war was oommanOed‘hy us for the
attaimment of right; that unsecured, it must not be abane
donod.“‘l In later years King felt pride hecause of the stand
he had taken during the war. Speaking at a Jackson Day dine
ner on January 8, 1835, he pointed out that his group had
advocated war in 1812 even though they had been denounced by
many for their rashness., They had never faltered, he declared,
in sustaining the war and had brought it to a.suocossful con-
elusion, 4%
L In a strongly nationalistie speech, King supported a
bill, introduced in Congress in 1813, that would prohibit the
employment of forelgn seamen on armed vessels and merchant

ships of the United States., Proponents of the bill had al-

ready asserted that Amerlcan dependence on foreligners for sea-

men constituted a danger and that the bill in cuestion would
put American vessels into tha'handa of Americans rather than
1# the hands of undependable foreigners. Opponents of the
bill contended, on the other hand, that the United States
would be truckling to their British oppressors 1f the bill
were passed, for it would be interpreted as a concession to
the British who had always claimed the right of impressment.
The United States had gone to war to free its commerce, and

it mast not accept any temporizing, Americans mast claim the

41 Ibid., XXV, 1003.

42 Huntsville Demoerat, February 4, 1835,
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right to employ whomever they plessed.%® ‘

King began his speech by expressing his belief in a
vigorous prosecution of the war and the willingness of Amerie
cans to shed blood in defense of thelr rights, He said that
Americans were "a brave, an honorable, and high-minded pecple";
they were a "just and virtuous people," possessed of a greater
portion of intelligence "than any other people on earth,"
They would be wllling to pay the blocod tax and the money tax,
Notwithstanding the unwearied and unceasing efforts of some
men of high standing to mislead and deceive them as to the
causes of the war, they would submlt to the sacrifices neces-
sary to support the government. Let Congress pass the Sea-
men's blll, he sald, and prove to them that the country was
fighting only for its rights. By permitting a few Mmndred
Britishers on American ships, as had been the case in the
past, the United States would Jeopardize thousands of native
and naturalized citizens as had been done before the war, He
would never abandon bona fide Americans who had been selzed
but would fight so long as there was "an inch of ground to
stand on" rather than sacrifice the personal liberty of a sine
gle man that the country was pledged to defend. He protested,
however, against "shedding one drop of American blood, or exe
pending one cent of the money of the nation" to protect for-

eigners who were alliens in every sense of the word. He hoped

43 Annals of Congress, XXV, 961-962, 997-1000.
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that local interests would not operate to defeat the bill,
"e are now legislating for a great people,” he pleaded,
"bound together by common ties; let us Giscard all minor cone-
siderations and consult the general good." Of foreigners he
sald, "We want them not...." Not only were they the cause for
impressment of Amerlcans but they also took jobs away from
deserving American sailora."‘4 He defended the constlitution-
ality of the Seamen's bill, saying:

The Constitution is nothing more or less

than a compact between the several States

composing this great Union, by which they

bind themselves to submit to a General

Governments while they vest in the Legls-

lature, thus established for the govern-

ment of the whole, the power to prescribe

the rule by which persons not entitled to

the privilege of the compact are to enter

in and become entitled under the stipu-

lations preseribed.
Congress had power to regulste commerce and navigationi it
could, therefore, regulate the use of seamen on American
vessels. Lasting advantages would result from the passage of
the bi11,4®

That King'!s course was generally approved by the people

of his home district is evidenced by the faet that he was

re-clected to serve in the Thirteenth and Fourteenth

44 1bid., XXV, 1000-1003.

45 Ibid., XXV, 1004, The bill was eventually passed by
the House ol Representatives, wlth King voting in the affire
mative. Ibld., p. 1055,
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Congresses. A Wilmington group, meeting to.e;iabrsta Washe-
ington's Birthday in 1813, toasted him as "our falithful Rep-
resentatlve ln Congress -- his vote on the war questionj and
all others connected with 1t, incontestably prove his Ameri-
canism, and establish his clalm %o our support at the ensuing
election."4® In the May election of 1813 and the August elec-
tion of 1815, he was re~elected without opposition. Thus he
was twlce sustalned by hls constituents in his support of
the waz'..‘*.7

3till in Congress as the war neared its close, King

shared in celebrating the news of the Treaty of Ghent and the
Battle of New Orleans. In an 1835 speech he told of the wor-
riea that preceded and the joys that followed the battle of
New Orleans, .in December, 1814, information reached Vashing-
ton that the Treaty of Ghent had been signed, but there was
8till danger of an attack on New Orleans. Veterans of the
peninsula campaign against Napoleon were to be thrown on
American soil. To meet them was a "little band of hardy sons
of the West," lacking discipline and arms, but bold, daring,
and patriotic and led by the gallant Jackson, Many feared
that the Americans could not prevail against the odds in-
volved, Said King of Jackson's victory on January 8: "Never
can I forget the Joyful manifestations, which that intel-

ligence produced -~ even the bitter revilers of Madisony

46 Raleigh Register, March 12, 1813,
47 Ibid., May 7, 1813, August 18, 1815,
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the uniform opposers of var in 1ts every stage, carried along
by the enthusiasm of the moment, united in giving honor to

the man vho, in the language of Mr., Jefferson, had filled the

- measure of his country's glory." The victory at New Orlesns

had secured the permanence of the Treaty of Ghent.4®

Vhen the Fourteenth Congress met in December, 1815,
President Madlison called for the passage of a nationalistic
program, including the c¢reation of a2 national bank, the ime
provement of the military and naval establishment, a tariff
for the protection of industry, and provision for internal
improvements by constitutional amendment.?® King took 1ittle
part in the ensuing debates that revolved especlally around
the bank and the tariff question. His votes on these lssues
show, however, that he only partially supported the national-
istic post-war policy. He voted for the creation of the
Second Bank of the United States, a vote that was to prove
embarrassing to him many times in his later l1life; but he op-
posed some features of the tariff bill of 1816.50 Later, he
sald that he favored protection at the time but reluctantly
opposed the bill because of 1ts minimum feature.5* He voted

for smendments to strike out the minimum provision on cheap

48 Huntsville Demoerat, February 4, 1835.
49 Annals of Corgress, XXIX, 15-17.
50 Ibid., XXIX, 1219, 1347-1348.

51 Congressional Globe, 108 volumes (Washington: Globe
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cotton cloth and to reduce the ad valorem duties on woollens,
but both amendments faileds®2 ¥hat he thought about other
phases of the Kadisonian program cannot be known because he
resigned from the House of Representatives and was commission-
ed as Secretary of the Legation to the Court of Naples and
the Two Sicllies and to the Court of Russia on April 23,
1816.55 Shortly before the ad]Journment of Congress on April
30, he left Washington to meke ready for his trip abroad.

Since King took so little part in debates and left
practically no correspondence dating from his first term of
service in Congress, much of what he thought and did during
the perlod mast be left unexplained. One would like to lmow,
for example, who influenced him most and whom he influenced
and what his opinions were on many specific issues, but records
are practically non-existent for answering such questions.
King noted later, however, that during part of his residence
in Vashington he had lived in the same house with Elbridge
Gerry, a venerable Magsachusetts leader who was elected Vice
President in 1812, Vith Gerry, he had "enjoyed a long ine-
timacy" and had derived "muach knowledge from his long

52 Annals of Congress, XXIX, 1347-1348, 1352,

53 Howard Rosario Marraro, ed., Diplomatic Relations Be-
tween the Uﬁéted S;atga and the Kin%don'gz the lwo oicilles,
2 volumes (New York: Vannl, 1951 s 107, (Hereinafter cited
as Karraro, Diplomatic Ralationa.s
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experience in publie affairs,"%* oo have lived in close con-
tact with such 2 man as Gerry must have been an inspiration
and zn education to King. In 1852, when he was a eandidate
for the Vice Presidency of the United States, King summed up
for a group of wellewisghers in his 0ld district the debt he
owed to hls term of service between 1811 and 1816. Sald hes

To the citizens of Wilmington District,

I can truly say, I am principally indebted

for whatever of reputation I may have ac-

guired in the public services for when I

was but a mere boy in years, they gener-

ously confided to me the important trust

of representing them in the Congress of

the Unlted States, and this led the way

to nmy suhseguent employment in other

situations,®®

In resigning from the House of Representatives to ac-

company Willism Pinkney on his mission to Ruassia and to the
Kingdom of the Two Sicilies, King gave up a promising career
in polities, At the time of his resignation, he was still a
young msn of thirty, but he left behind him eight years of
political experience. 1In taking his leave of Washington, he
was motivated by a deaire which he had felt from an early
period in his life to visit the continent of Europe, but
which had hitherto been impossible because of his other pur-
suits. As secretary of the Pinkney legation, he hoped to en-
joy good facilities for acquiring knowledge about Europe

through travel and observation., He expressed a desire for

54 Congressional Globe, X, 119.
55 Raleigh Standard, September 8, 1852,
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the post, and was promptly given his oemmiasié; on April 23,
1816, In the following weeks, he visited friends and rela-
tives in North Carolina and prepared for an indefinite ab-
sence. By early June he was in Baltimore making preparations
to sail for Burope, end on June 8, 1816, embarked for Naples
aboard the seventy-four gun ship Washington, a war;hip from
the Medlterranean squadron furnished by the American governe
ment for the Pinkmey group. With "something of a heavy
heart," as he wrote in his journal, he bade adieu td his
relntlves,lhia friends, and the soil of hls cherished home=-
land, 56

Pinkney had been ordered to Naples while en route to
Russia in order to seek indemnity for losses sustained by
American cltizens as a result of illegal seizures of vessels
by the Neapolitan government while it was under the cﬁntrol
of Napoleon's brother-in-law Joachim Murat. In July, 1809,
American ships had been Invited to come to the port of Na-
ples, and protectlon was promised by the Murat government.
Later, however, Murat, to satisfy Napoleon, issued decrees
which enabled him to selze and conflscate vessels, sell the
cargoes, and use the vessels for public purposes. After the
close of the Napoleonic Vars, the United States demanded

56 Private Journal of William R, King, p. 1, in Williem
R, King Collection, Alabama Department of Archives and His-
torys (Hereinafter cited as King, Private Journal); see also
letter from William R. King to James Monroe, June 2, 1816,
Department of State Faperst Russia, in National Archives.
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reparations and indemmity for losses sustaineé?by Americen
merchants ané shipowvners as a result of the 1llegal seizure
and confiseation of their property. It maintained that the
Farat government was the legally constituted government of
Naples and that the new government inherited all claims a-
gainst the old Murat government. To present the American

claims, Pinkney was sent on the speciel mission.sw

Eing was
given an opportunity of seeing Italy,

As the Washiggtoﬁ gllded down the Chesapeske and took
its leave from Americen shores on June 10, King settled down
to life on shipboard. Accommodations were a problem because
of the large number that accompanied Pinkney; but Commodore -
Isaac.Ghauncey, by giving up his own rooms to the Finkney
family and suspending canvas screens to form rooms for the
others, made it possible for all to travel with a reasonable
degree of comfort: King proudly wrote that he slept suse
pended in a cot "in a canvass room enclosing a long thirty
two pounder, at whose breech I took my nightly rest." He was
favorably impressed with the ship's crew and his fellow pas-

sengers. Pinkney, he noted, was a "man of superior endowe

ments of mind, but consumed by sn intolerable personal vanity."

St1l11 he felt his superlor would be useful to the United

States in a diplometlic capacity. During the early days of the

voyage King suffered the miseries of seasickness which

57 James Monroe to ¥Willlam Pinkmey, May 11, 1816, in
Marraro, Diplomatic Helations, I, ©0-93.
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rendered h%m "almost disposed to meet that-gr;;, and generally
8o much dreaded, meszenger, and hall him as the means of re-
lief." By June 13, however, he had so far recovered as to be
able to eat at the dinner table, For the remainder of the
trip, the passengers were treated to a delightful voyage -
across the Atlantiec with pood weather and favorable winds,

On July 1 the fashington salled through the Straits of Gl
braltar and cast anchor in the bay that night. As morning
broke on July 2, King saw the "emenee fortress™ of Cibraltar
which raised its "majestic head to an enormous hight" and
seemed to frown on surrounding objeocts. After twenty-four
days on board ship, he welcomed the chance to go ashore and
visit the rock "lmmortalized in story."58

King found mmach to Interest him at Gibraltar. The town,
he noted, was of no great lmportance, Its streets were nar-
row and the houses small, BEverything seemed to be constructe-
ed with a view to the defense of the place., He was struck
by the great variety of costumes in the town, which seemed
a resort of all nationst Turks, Jews, English, French, Span-
iards, 8ll preserving thelr own costumes and languages. FPro-
curing =« pony, he climbed the zig-zag road to the summlt of
the rock, from which he viewed "the fertile filelds of Spain
vesy the towering cliffs of Africa," and the unraffled bay
below. Hebturning to the town, he and other members of the

58 King, Private Journal, pp. £2-5,




party were recelved with great politeness by éie British
governor., on July 4, the party examined the fortress and
enjoyed a dinner given by representatives of the British
government. When the Yashington fired guns to celebrate
Americen independence, King wrote of "the pride of feeling
which thrills the breast of an American, thrown on a land of
strangers, on witnessing the celebration of the independence
of his Country." On July 8, tha.&anhiggtgn; with the Pinkney
group aboard, sailed for Naples, now accompanied by the Java
and the Constitusion from the Mediterranesn fleet,>®
The ¥ashington brought the party in sight of Italy on
1 July 13 and dropped anchor in the Bay of Naples that night.
: King was mach impressed with what he saw. "The Bay of Naples,"

he wrote, "is perhaps not surpassed by anything of the kind

in the world, and has been justly celebrated in every age."
Those on board the VYashington looked forward to leaving its
decks on July 14, but cuarantine regulations dashed their
hopes, These regulations ealled for a guarantine of twenty-
one days, but, because of the good health of the crew and
passengers, were suspended after thirteen days so that those
aboard were permitted to land on July 26.60
After the group had secured lodgings, Pinkney sought an

audience with the Marquis di Cireello, the Neapolitan Foreign

59 Ibid., pp. 5«8.
60 Ibid., pPs B
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Minlster, to errange for their presentation to the King. The
presentation was delayed for more than a week, however, so
that the Americens could accuire "the Uniform prescribed by
the Diplomatic Corps." Uhile they waited for their clothing,
they procured carrlages and servants, putting them in livery,
and made every-proparatlon to "show off to the greatest ad-
vantaga;“ﬁl |

When properly clothed the American delegation had an
audience with the King at his paslace just outside the city,
In spite of the known objects of thelr mission, the King
received them with great politeness., King desceribed the
Neapolitan monarch as "a tall, robust old man, very awkward
in appearance and manners”" and apparently "of extremely
limited powers of mind, "6%

Two days after their interview with the King, Pinkney
and King conferred with the Marcuis di Circello about aome
of the objects of thelr mission. Agaln King noted that they
vere roeeivgd with great cordiality and treated with a de-
gree of frankmness that he had not expescted. VWhen Pinkney
asked about the prospects of securing a commerclal treaty
between the Unlted States and Naples, Circello replied that
none had yet been made with the powers of BEurope and that

under the circumstances his government would not be disposed

to make one with the United States., He promised, however,

51 Ibidt » p‘ 9 .
62 Ibld., pe« 10,
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that Amerlcan goods would be subjected to the ;ama regula-
tions as those of other nations. Pinlmey also asked Circello
about securing special privileges in the Kingdom for American
war vessels, including the right to establish depots on FNea-
politan soil, To this, Cirecello replied that American ships
would be permlitted to communicste with the shore without
molestation and to procure such artleles as they might require,
but that his= government could not grant the right to estab-
lish depots on 1ts soll. Finnlly; Pinkney proposed to pree
sent ﬁ note later regarding the main objJect of hies misalon.
Although Pinkney had told Cireello about the subject only a
few days before, the latter now pretended to be ignorant of
the object of the mission, After Pinkney re-explained his
major purpose ln coming to Naples, Circello sald that his

-govermment had examined the American claims and dld not deny

that the seizures by Murat were base and unjustifisble or
that he had put some of the money in the publie treasury.
However, Circello concluded, the government presumed that
Hurst had disposed of the funds for his own private purposes.
King predicted that the Neapolitan government would use this
argument to escape payment of the c‘!a!ﬂ;;65 fHis guess proved
accurate, for Cireello's written answer to Pinkney's formal
note refused payment. Xing wrote James Monroe on August 24%
"From all I can collect both from the Narquis of Circello,

63 Ibid. ’ ppt 10-11.
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who is the minlster of foreign affairs, and from other aources,
there is little prospect of success; our stay here will I
trust be short -~ Naples with all its beauties has failed
greatly to intereat me, "6%

Pinkney s¢nt his official note dealing with the spolia-
tions clazims on August 24, stressing the responsibility of a
nation for wrongs committed and obligations incurred even
though governments changed. He walted for about a month withe-
out receiving a reply anﬂ'aent another note reminding Circello
that he had to proceed to Russia before winter became too far
advanced. Clrcello stlll evaded the issue and sent an answer
only after Pinkney had left Naples for 3%, Peteraburg. In 1%,
he rejected the American demands on the grounds that Murat
vas a usurper, that the confiscatlions were forced upon him,
and that proceeds from the goizuroa went to Murat personally
and not to the government of Kap&ea.sa The mission had proved
to be a failure as King had predicted.

In the meantime, before he had finished his business in
Naples, Pinkney received word from the American charge’
dl'affaires in S5t. Petersburg that Russia had suspended inter-

course with him because of the arrest and imprisonment of

64 Williem R, King to James Monroe, August 24, 1816, in
Karraro, Liplomatic Reglations, 1, 107.

65 Howard Rosario Marraro, "William Pinkmey's Mlssion to
the Kingdom of the Two Sicilies, 1816," Maryland Historical
Magagine, XEI1l (Lecember, 1948), 240-245,
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Kosloff, the Russian Consul General at ?hilad;;phia vho had
becen charged with rape. Feellng that the good will of Russia
was important enough to merit speclal handling, Pinkney sent
King to S5t. Petersburg with a letter in vhich he promised to
come to Russia as soon as possible.,®® Thus King set out for
Ste« Petersburg in the latter part of September in an effort
to calm Russian feelings vhlle FPinkney remained in Naples to
complete his work there. EKing arrived in St, Petersburg
early in November and found that explenations given by the
chargé d'affaires had removed all difficulties between the
countries and thatl Finkney would be well received. He cone
veyed this news to Vienna vhere Finkney had agreed to walt
until he had news from King about affairs in Russia.®’

King wrote Secrctmry of State Monroe a long letter in
January, 1817, recounting his activitles slnce August and
evaluating the situation in Russia, Pinkney hed been well
received, and the Russians generally seemed friendly to
the United States, From his stay of two months in Russla,
where he had mingled freely with the diplomatic corps and
Russians of distinetlon, he had come to the conclusion that
great jealousy existed between Russia and England and that

66 Willlam Finkney to James Monroe, September 18, 1816,

in Marraro, Diplomatic Relations, I, 120-1Zl; seec also note
by editor on p. .

67 ¥illiam R, King to Jeames lonroe, January 20, 1817,
Department of State Paperst Russla, in National Archives.
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the Czar's army of a million men was viewed wi%h susplcion
in England and with alarm in the rest of Furope. Russia look~
ed on the United States, a growlng naval power, as a rival
of England, In the past Russia had been held back by lack
of money, but King felt it was now.ready to move shead, He
vwrotet "The Emperor Alexsnder is in the prime, and vigor of
manhood, Flushed with recent successes; he sees himself
reigning over more than fifty millions of people, to whome
his sole will gives law, Power naturally begets ambition,”
Even if Alexander favored moderatlon he would be led by his
army officers to forego such a course. A asystem resembling
Fprench conseription had been adopted by Russla; this was
posaible because Russlian soldlers ate such poor food and rew
ceived such low pay. Furope, King :earod; had freed itself
of the power of France but at the same time had "paved the |
way to thelr subjugation by the barbarous hordes of the
North."”  He warned Monroe, thoroforu; to eultivate the
friendship of Russls and to send able ministers to the court
of St, FPetersburg. He complained that the frozen climate of
Rugsla had seriocusly affected his health and proposed to
leave the country 1f the spring did not bring an improvemantosa

Although he wrote 1ittle about it, King (young man that
he was) muast have enjoyed the soeial 1ife of the Russlan cap=-
121, Pinkney wrote ¥onroe in January that King had been

68 Ibid,
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! prezented at the court circle, and hsd been "very graciously
reeeivo&.“eg Probably the most lmportant soclal event of

his stay in Russia was the marriage of the (Grand Duke Nicholas
to Princess Charlotte of FPrussia. Along with the marriege a
series of fetes, balls, and "felicitations" were held, to
which the diplometic corps were invited.'° Out of the wed=
ding celebration grew one of the legends about King, which
today 1s stlll unproved and perhaps unprovable, Nevertheless,
the story possesses a degree of plausibllity and a great deal
of human interest. According to the story, the beautiful
daughter of the Czar was in the recelving line. HMuch im-
pressed by her dazzling beauty, King hesitated long enough in
the line to sgueeze her hend ané kiss it ardently. Though he
was told that the incldent might cost him his place at the
legation, he was surprised to reecelve a call the next day
from an offlcer of the royal household with a personal note
from the Czar's daughter inviting him to eall at the palaeo.71
The logend may be partly true or entirely false, but it is

69 Williem Pinkney to James Monroe, January 28, 1817,
Department of State Faperst Russla, Natlonal Archblves.

70 Pinkney to John Quiney Adsms, July 5/17, 1817, ibid.

71 See Stoessel Smythe Barksdale, "Congressional Career
of ¥illiam Rufus King," (Unpublished Master's Thesls, the
University of Alabama, 1833), p. 6; and John A, Oates, T

Story of quottcri%%g and the Upper Cape Feer (Fayetteville:
A, Oubes, 1950), p. 840,
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told both In his boyhood ho;u town of Clinton, North Carolina,
and in his later home town of Selma, Alabama,

About a month after the marriage ¢ercmony, Pinkney wrote
Seeretary of State John Quiney Adems that Xing had "guitted®
him on his veturn o tho United Stutes,72 Whether he left
Russia because the ¢old weather was harmful to his health, or
because he had fallen in love with someone he could not marry
(perhaps the princess), or because he had become unacceptable
at the Russlan court becsuse of his perforusnce at the wedding,
or becauss of other reascons, will probably always remain une
answered, lost likely, he decided to return to the United
Stutes because of & combinaticn of reasons, m!'tainly, he
was conscious of the detrimental effect of Russian weather
_on his health, Wnile he was abroad, worecver, he had maine
tained his interest in polltiecs and probably deslirsd to roe
enter political life in the United States, FMinally, he probe
ably enviaioned bright economic prospects in Alabama for
those planters who wers willing to risk the move, fHe was
roady to leave lurope because he had accomplished the smain
purposes of his trip abroad: extensive travel in turcpe and
acquaintance with life in several countriecs,

72 Willieas Pinkney to John Quiney Adams, August 1/13,
1817, Department of State Papers: Russie, Nationsl Archives,
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