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who s t ooped nto tho arts of a demagogue . " l There is probabl y 

much truth i n what he aaid, for the King n ame undoubtedly 

carried great influenc e in Sampson County, and the people of 

that county must have kno\~ of King ' s ability as a student 

and as a l awyer . On the other hand , in view of his future 

career in politics , it seoms logic~l to assume that King had 

a burning ambition to obtain offic e . In ~he pori od f r om 1805 

until he was ready to seek his f i rst office in 1808, he no 

doubt mixed his l a practice T:i th the art s of the poli tio1an 

and made himsel f better known to t he people of Sampson County. 

At any rste , he ' beonme a candidate ln 1808 for r epre­

sentativ·e f rom. Srunpson Count y in the North Carolina. Bouse of 

Comr1ons . In the August elections he received the second 

highest number of votes i n a four-man contest for two se&ts 

and won one of the seats . 2 Thus a t the age of twonty- t wo 

King began a public career that , ·ex~opt f or brief periods , 

cont inued t o the time of h:~.s C.eath in 1~53 . I n the begi nning, 

he joined the nepublican Part y , the dominant part of his coun­

ty and long the party of his choice; to this , the party of 

Jcfferaon , ho remained loyal to his death . In 1839 he proudl y 

1 Rober1; Strange~ Eulogy; on tho Life tmd Character of 
Wlll iam l u.f-ua King, t'elivered in Cirn~ ~the lst :0ayof 
June , l 853 (Ral eigh: \ . • ·, • Holden, l853} , P • a. 

2 Raleigh Reg1nter, August 18 , 1808 . The vot e was dis• 
tr1buted as follo~a : Jesse - arden, 520; King , 4~5; Olin 
Mobl y ., 375; J . Bryant , 346 . 
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wrotes '1My youthful ener gi es were exerted in sustaining th ose 

pr inci pl es for ~h1 ch Jefferson , Uadison and t h e purest and 

wisest of our country contended. n3 Again in 1851 , wh en he 

was S?proaehing the end of his career, he declared that h e had 

battl ed for tho cause of t h e Democracy f r om the time when he 

v.as a beardless youth U..."rJ. til hi s h air v~as "silvered ovor by 

age . n4 

At the time Vlhen King c ame upon the p.;.blic stage , . the 

United St ates faced grave dif ficulties growing o~t of t he 

Napoleonic r·ar then raging in Europo . In an effor t to save 

Ameri can ships and men from seiz>.1.re and to prevent war 1£ pos ­

sible , Thomas Jefferson secured t he passage of the Embargo Act 

i n December, 1807 . By cutting oft trado vti th for eign countries 

and restricting all ot her trade , howover , the act had a dis-

a strous effect on American commerce and caused much opposition 

to t he admlnistration. In MarCh, 1808, petitions were sent to 

t he Governor of North Carolina by peoplo of several counties 

reouesting him to call a apee1a.l session of' t he legislature 

to suspend the collection of d ebts during the period of 

3 William R. King to Mobile Co~ttee , Uay 26 , 1839, 
ouoted in Tuscal oosa ~·lag ~ ~ Union , June 12, 1839 . 

4 \,11lie.m R. King to Bolling lia11 , l~ovcmber 19, 1850, in 
Bo.lling Hall Collection , Al abama Department of Archi vos and 
History . 
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distress caused by the fmbargo . 5 The Bladen County grand 

jury declar ed in April that the ~mbargo had produced a sc~r­

oity of money, making it impossibl e for the inhabitants of the 

count y to pay their debts . 6 Prices of such'products a s rice, 

t ar and shingles fell to approximately one-fifth their normal 
7 

level by April, 1808. The Raleigh Minerva called the Em-

bargo u a palsy :·m industry anc! a tomb of enterprise. n8 The 

governor ' a message t o the General .Assembl y 1n November, 1808, 

~as £ar from hopeful . Two of the major problems confronting 

the legislature, the governor notod, were the diffi culties 

growing out of the Embargo and tho question of uaing the mi· 

11t1u for federal service. Since the d1apttes with European 

countries had not . been settled. he called on all citizens to 

act as "Men and Patriots . ~9 

King soon had an opportunity to displ ay his attitude to­

ward steps tho ~efferson administration hnd taken aga1not 

Engl and and Fr ance because of their unjust treatment of Amer i ­

cans . On December 2, t h e Rouse of Commons considered n se-

ries of resol ution s introduced by ~1111run Gaston expresa1ng 

5 Ral eigh Mi n erva , March 24 , 1808. 

6 ~. , Ap~11 21 . 1808. 

7 I bid. -
a Jul y 28, 1808. 

9 Journal of t he House of Commons of the St at e of Nort h 
Car olina (l808)-;-pp.4- 5. - -- -
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the indignation of North Carolinians tor the repeated viola­

tions of the rights of the Unit ed States by hUropean powers , 

the numerous insults to the sovereignty of the Unitod 3tates , 

and t he unmanly methods of waging war being used by the bel­

ligerents . The resol ution declared that North Carolinians 

'liiOttl d support v.-i th unan1m1 ty and zeal such meusurea as had 

been made or might be O.evioed 11in vindication of the national 

honour •• • , i n defense of the national rights , and in the 

cause of their country. " To these resol utions , King proposed 

an additionul one: 

Heaolved ; that though the l aws laying an em­
bargo have borne haru upon a great par t of the 
cltizens of t he united 3tatea , yet this Leg-

. isl ature vi ew them a s the best means whl ch 
coul d at that time have been devlsed; as di e~ 
tated by sound policy and evincive of the wis­
dom and moderation of our government. \' e will 
therefore cheer fully a cquiesce in their con­
tinuance , until a repeal can be obtained· of 
the unjust r egulations ~hich occasioned them; 
or any other measure ~hich Congress may deem 
neceasaro for the maintainance of neutral 
rights . 

In this resolution King showed that he was willing to make 

all necessary sacrifi ces to defend the honor of his eoantry; 

he committed himsel f as a party r egul ar , and as a defender 

of Jeffersonian policy. 

Although King ' s amendment was adopted by a vote of 76- 42 

in the House of Commons , a series of Senate resol utions -..;,as 

eventuall y aubst1tuted as the joint sentLment of the t wo 

houses . Tho Senate resolutions called for uni ty , denounced 

10 Ibid., pp. 19-20. -
, 



t ho aeti vi tics of Great Br1 t ai n :;md Fr ance , and ''cordially 

approved'' of measures t hat President Jefferson had taken. 

29 

~ley pledged t he peopl e of North Carolina to g1v e cheer ful 

acquiescence in . the Embar.go unl ess Congreso chos e to revise 

i t, and to risk their lives and fortunes rather than sur ren­

der their "liberty and independence . " King gener al l y approved 

the sentiments of these resolutions and even voted for ~ at­

tempted amendment to the Senate resolutions asserting the 

dt1ty of every good citizon 11to submit to all the privations , 

and to encounter a l l t he inconveni ences" necessary in resist­

ing 11.foreign i nsol ence and injustioe11 and pledging members 

of the General Assembly to donate one-half their v.agea f or 

tho session for t he pl.\rpose of ••procur ing arms for the mi­

litia of North Carolina. " The majo.rity r efused to go so far 

as to give up part of t heir ovn s al ary.ll 

In additi on to hi s work 1n favor of t he F~bargo resolu­

tions , King was active in other respect s during the 1808 

session. He was a member of t he clai~s committee end other 

lesser committees and introduced several routine petitions 

and bills •1 2 On one occasion, he vot ed against a bill pro-

posi ng to repeal a l aw of 1794 prohibiting the further imp or-

tation of sl aves and indentured peopl e of color . 13 To aid 

debtors "'ho were suffering from the harmful effects of t he 

ll Ibid. , pp . 20, 24 . 

12 ~., pp. 4, 6 , 13, 23 , 14 , 25 . 

13 !E!£.·' p . 32. 



Embargo , he voted in ~avor of a l aw suspending t emporarily 

the right of creditors to f oreclose for debt, provided the 

debtor gave part payment and s ecurity for the remainder.l4 

30 

In 1809 King was elected without opposition to repre­

sent Sampson County in the sese1on of the House of Commons 

which began on l~ovombet- 20.15 . Although h e was only t wenty­

t hree years old, h e pl ayed a s1~£1cant part in that body 

when it met . In recognition of his ability he was placed on 

numerous committees, including the financo committee, a 

special commi ttee to consider t he propriety of estab~ishing 

a .court or courts of chancery, e. committee to inquire into 

t he expediency of changing the mode of electing Sheriffs , a 

joi nt commi ttee to eons1der amendments to a bill for the re-

•lief of deb~ors , and others of less 1mportance . 16 Such rec­

ognition was a r eal tribute and Showed the esteem in ~bich 

h e wa s held by his fellow leg1slato~s . 

Only a few fragmentary accounts of King1 s speeches sur­

vive to show hi s attitude towar d di f ferent issues duri ng the 

1809 session. He favored a t ax of one- eighth of the net div­

idend paid by banks rather than a t ax on bank stock, and 

opposed the col l ection of tax on stock owned by the state or 

14 Ibid ., PP• 48- 49 . 

15 Raleigh Regist er, August 24 , 1809 . 

16 North Carolina House Jour nal , pp. 4 , 7, ~ ~ 1~ , 22, 
:35 , 47 . 
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by t.ho trn1 voro1 ty o! t~c>rth Ctlttal1no ~ 19 &.1t moro 1o.portant 1 

he apoko in oupport of a bill l>c1'0l'o the Rouse ot Cor.:monc 

c ll1n6 : or the uep no1on or jue cnt aga1nst -dobtore (trom 

:>co bor • 1, 1009, t o l}eccmbr·r 31 , 1910) prov1d~d t llc debtor 

r.or tho ,_... tuodor o.f th (!' bt. ...h p:'o,oeal r.o..o d on.it:not1 to 

oxtcmd tho bcnot!ta. or a a1J":!1l~4r c t penoed du'rl.n tho pre• 

v1ou: oo~1on. Octonde~~ ot the b l l pointed o t th t t ho 

~1~1oeat~ fin. eoa that people o~c un blo to 

rneot their eontr:10t$~ '!L'..ing jo1n~ !n dweat1nt~ t he b1l1 b•· 

ec.u.so he tncrn t .o pathet1.o ct~cunus aneee or some of h1 eon. 

atitutmt$. Be adm1 t.~ th. t specul ators , a s son ch l"'6od, 

mtE'.ht r.oap mdoaor'/ed l:'enctits by 'the roatpon~mant o£ debt 

ptl.yr.ton't.s 1 hlt pointed o t t hilb $(.1 ch. p~rso:ns ~o:1ld not bn di•· 

eo11 red. lie !' vore41 thoretorf)1 g v1n the a ~ ben lt to 

1. I n ana we~ to thos o l'lh<> llA1r the b11l 

tion 1 as a violation or th4 prQVi~1on in tbe Un1tort ntetos 

Con3t1 tu.tion t'~rb.1<1<1inG tho 1l:\pa1 . ent or the obligation .o~ 

eontr cts ~ stateo, King nnw ed t hat u-p nat~no ba~ al­

raa~:y bocn ma4o undeit th& ai!t of tbe prev1o.1s yottr and be(! 

bem !'ll t1 vol t<! bJ' th• oourte . 18 Proponents ot auapontton 

~ore bl to ee~1ro ~n extons1on t the benefits o f the 1808 

aot until Ar r1l , 1610. 18 

I 

17 leteh R&g1 t~r, Janu ry 18, 1910. 

lS Ral•lgh ~~4£t Pobr~err 1, 8 , 1910. 

19 lb1,d . , l'ebNat"f s. 18l.O. 
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Early in t he 1809 session, King, among others, wns nomi­

nat ed for t he post or solicitor of the f i fth circuit of the 

stato Superior Court. Neither of the c~cidates received a 

majori t y of tho toto.l votes cnst on the first ball ot . \.here­

upon , by action of the General Assembl y , some of the nrumes 

tere t·ithdra'\":n, and King r.as el ect don the second bP1 lot . 20 

On the last day of the legislative session, he re~igned his 

seat i n tho House of Commons so as to enable him to take up 

his ne dutie~ . 21 As solici tor , King was required to travel 

the circuit through ten North Carolina count ies t vi ce a year 

rmd •tprosecute in behal f of the stat e . " The fifth circui t 

included his home count y Sampson, a l ong uith rontgom£ry , 

Anson, Ri chmond, Robeson, Bladen, Bruns' lck, Ne Hanover,. 

Cumborland, and Moore countie s . Beginning on the fi r st Mon­

day i n March and t he first ~onday in Sept ember , he ond a ci r ­

cuit judge made thei r t~o year l y rounds through the counti es 

of their circuit , rel:!t.aining up to o1x days i n each county if 

necessary . It required t en \"eeks to compl e t e the circuit i n 

the spring c.nd t en ,. eeks i n t he fa ll. For each si tting of 

the court King ,.-·as ent1 tled to a salary of ~ 10 pl us cert ain 

fee s collocted. 22 Ki ng ' s term as sol icitor for t wo yes.rs 

20 North Carolinn Rouse Journal (1809) , pp . 12- 17 . 

21 Ibi d . , p . 54 . 

22 ~ 2£. the State 2f North Carol ina , Includin~ the 
Titles of Such ~tatutes and Parts of Stat ut es of Great Br i ­
tain as-rro:r:n Force i n Said State-r796-1820 (Ralcigh c ~ 
Gares;-1821)-;-pp . l 050:10b3. --
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gave him an opportunity to make h1m~elf known throughout the 

southeastern corner of North Caroli na . Fo1:tr of the soven 

counties of the \ ilmington Congressional District v ere l ocated 

in King ' s circuit . He was soon to call on the peopl e of thes e 

counties to help elect him to the Congress of the United 

States . 

King had an opportun1 ty to run for Congress in 1810 'hen 

Thomas Kenan, the incumbent of the I<'ifth District (or \.'1lming­

ton Di strict as some cal l ed it) , decli ned to sock re- election 

after representing the district for six ye~rs . 23 In the Au­

gust election, King was opposed by the Feder alist candidate, 

Christopher DJ.dl ey . In the sevc;n county district , composed 

of Sacpso. , D~plin, No\ Hanover , Col·~bus , Brunswi ck , and 

Onsl ow counties , King wuaased a total of 3 , 04'7 vot es ; Dudloy 

received only 1 , 449 . King carri ed his home county of Sato,pson 

by a majority of more than five to ono and lost only Onslow 

County to udley. 24 Only t wen ty- fm.u~ at tho tL iC of his 

election, Ki.ng was probabl y the youngest member of the 'l'':.olft h 

Congress ~hen it vas cal l ed i nto speci al sess i on by Proaident 

James Madison in ::ovember , 1811 . He took his pl ace among a 

group of able young mon •··i th '!1hom h e was destined t o be as ­

sociated for most of his r emaining l ife -- John C. Cal houn, 

lie-:ry Cl ay, .1.-l\Iliel ¥-ebster , an~ others . Thoagh young 1n 

23 ~iogra~hi cal DirectorY of ~ Amer i can Congres s 121!• 
1949 . {hasbington: Government Pr int ing Office- 1950) , P • 
1401. 

24 Raleigh Resi s t er , August 16 , 23, 30 , 1810 . 
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y ears , King was c alled on to assist in conducting some of t he 

most important l egigl ative b~siness that the country had yet 

f a ced . 

As the Twelfth Congress a ssembled~ war wi th ~nglnnd ~as 

approachlng ever n earet' . Ef'fort s t o see.1re the abando%11-nent 

of British Orders ~n Council and French decrees had proved 

unslccessful . Many Americans had come to the concl1sion that 

to submit t o ~1rther vi ola t i ons of neu tral rights was t oo de­

grading to be contin~cd. They called for pr otection of these 

r lghts a t the possibl e risk of war . Additional f actors en­

t ered t he thinki ng of some which caused them to \elcome 'ar 

vith Engl and. ~esternera lived in const ant fear of Indian 

attack and accused tho Bri tish , correctly in some c ~ses, or 

giving aid ~o the Indians and enco~raging their attacks on 

Am~ ri can settlers . Fi nally , many Am-:rieans l ooked v,i t h cov­

etous eyes on Canada and Fl orida and felt th~t var voul e be a 

q~lek met hod of securing these t erritories . Hence , a l ust 

for nev- territory , coupl ed ~ith r esentment at Briti sh inter ... 

fer~nce ~ith American commerce and en couragement of Indian 

att acks , ~ orked toget her to breed a l ar sp1rit . 25 

The press of North Caroli na vaa conscious of the situa ­

tion . I n p~inti~g Madison t s proclamation calling for a 

25 Valuable studies of thi s subj e ct are found in J ulius 
\;illiam Pratt, Expansionists 2f ~ (New York : Macmillan, 
1925 ) ; Al fred Le Roy .!:3urt , The United 3tat es , Great Britain , 
!.U.2. British b4orth Am~rlca Oiev. Haven: Yal e , 1940) , o.nd Ber ­
nqrd tJ~ayo , Henry glay : Snokesman of the New v,est (Boston: 
Houghton Mifflin o ., 1937 . ) (Here!naft ercited as Mayo , 
Henry Cl ay . ) 
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special session of Congress , the Ral ei gh Minerva noted that 

t he call forbod ed a "mos t unfavorable aspect towards the con~ 

tinunnce of peace . " A contest with Gre£>t Britain, nso long 

and ardently hoped for by many," now s eemed unavoi da.ble. 26 

I n Sopt ember , 1811, the srune nevrspapcr point ed to continued 

British violt"'tions and decl ared, nBetreen the villai nous end 

prejudiced t here , and t he 1p.vetor8t e and unprincipl ed here, 

strange will it b o 1f ·ar do not to.ko pl ace . 11 'Z7 King and 

other mernbera of Congres e v-ere g 1 ven t he choice of peace or 

ar before the f'at.ef ul first sesa1on of the Tv:elfth Congress 

"as over . 

King ' s first speech in Congress grer out of a r eso lution 

by J 0hn Rhea of Tonnessoo proposing that the Committee on 

Commerce and Manuf actures make an ina~iry into the expediency 

of laying an addi tional dut y on coarse manuf act ur es of' hemp, 

f lax, and cotton; a pr oposal desi gned t o s trengthen the 

Unit ed States by protecting its manuf~otures . King spoke in 

f~vor of the r esolution during the course of a nlong desul t ory 

debate . n He favored the protection of domestic mnnufnotur es 

generally and suggested that an in<r1iry should also be made 

into the oxpedienoy of laying a duty on the importation of 

salt . This product, he s aid, was a manufacture of general 

consumpt ion and should be encouraged. The United Sto.tes had 

suff ered in the past from shortages and might avert later 

26 Raleigh Minerva, August 2, 1811 . 

27 I bi§ ., Sept ember 6 , 1811 . 
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i nconvenienc es by encour~ging homo manufacture . On the other 

hand, Nathaniel Macon, also of North Carolina, opposed a sal t 

daty because salt was a. necessity of life . A special group. 

he felt , shoul d not be cllo~ed ~o gain extra benefits . Even­

tually King ¥-'1 thdreV' his suggestions beca-1se some members fel t 

it lmproper to amend a resolution alr eady before a commi ttee, 

but ho diselaimed any intention of giving special benefits t o 

u particular section s.t the expense of another or of 1nter­

fer1ng vtlth a resol u tion already being considered by a com• 

mlttee . Instead, he r.ished to see ho'lf. far Congress was t:111-

ing to encourE.ge t he manufactures of t ho United States "in 

preference t o those of forei gn nations . " As in r~s days of 

servi ce in the North Carolina Assembly; h<. shol'.ed a 11 illing­

noss to support l egislation thQt woul d s trengt hen the united 

btat os . Ris sp ecb f oreshadov ed the protecti vc policy and · 

search for self .. sufficioncy whi ch was adopted after the \i. ar 

of 1812 as a part of the program of ne~ nationalism. 28 

As the un1 ted Statos drifted toward \'.ar in l ate 1811 snd 

early 1812, ther e ~ere acveral shades of opini on in Congress 

regarding the expediency o:f entering the conflict . They in­

cluded a group of young lnsurgent s , l a ter called the V.ar 

Hawks , a group of modcr~te Republicans , composed mostly of 

6l derly and mediocre mon, a small but able gr oup of Federal­

i s ts and the ol d Quid ol am6nt , l ed by John Randol ph of 

28 Annals of Congress , 1789-1824, 4~ vol ume s ( ~ashington: 
Gal es and Seat on; 1834- 1856 );-Iiiii , 359- 361 . 
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Virginia and Richard St unforc1 of North Carolina. \1hen Henry 

Clay, one of t h e l oo..ding members of the \~ar Ha•.ks, was el e cted 
' 

to t he House ape:).kershj.J: , :t t bec ume clear t hat t h e ins ..1r gent 

f action '"as to be in control. 1beso men represented a re-

volt of youth against c autious age, a prot~st against the 

conserv.ative seaboard, und an up surging of nationalistic 

fervor . 11ost of then1 v ere f rom the ;-. est and ~outh . Their 

n ames ar e v.oll- kno\;n: Henry Cl ay of KE::ntucky , John Cal dr·ell 

Calhoun of South Carolin a , Pelix Grundy of' Tcnnossoo , .Uchurd 

Ment or Johnson of Kentucky, among others . Unlike the ¥ ar 

llavke , the moderr..to Republicans . showed timi dity and advocated 

the olt policies of trade re s triction. Tho Q;i d s , l ike\lse, 

Yere grlmly opposed to Yar , as Ran dolph ' s noi sy attack on 

t he \ar Ha~~s 4emonstr~ted. 29 As a new me~bor of Congres s , 

I 1llinm R. King had to choose bctwGcn loyalty to t he militant 

\ ar Hav.ks or to one of the more moderat o gr oups . .Jl n ce hj.s 

e&.rl ier spcoches had foreshadov.red an adhorenco to a policy 

of d o!'end1ng Ameri c un rights , 1t is not 13Urpr1s1ng that he 

joined the youthful ·ar Hat k facti on and suppor ted measures 

for the s trengt hening of his country . 

lang expressed his Viev. s on nationtil policy in December, 

1811 , yrhen he t ot)k part in tho debate on a reso l ution to 1n­

cret\so t he size of tho standing army. His spt. cCh 't1as made 

in ansv-er to one of Richard Stan:ro·ra of north Carolina in 

opposition to s t anding armieo . Calling them th~ "bane of 

29 Mayo , Henry Clay , pp . 385- 426 . 
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f ree Government s , tt Stanf ord t~ontended that snch establish­

ments woul d prevent t he Unite~. St ates from being the "freest 

and hflP..t.·'iest people on earth . " In hi s spe-ech he r dmi tted 

that there was just co..l.se f'or "P.r , but mo.intained that the 

main interest of tho United St~ tes v·as to cherish peace. 

Po~co , he declared, ~as a ~Re~tblican doctrine , as ~ell in 

t nc ol~ Minority times as sinco t he minority ~re into a ma­

j orl ty . " \"'ar h$l.d not bf~en declared under Washington, Ad'1Dls, 

or Jeff erson althouGh thore had been great cau~e t o do so. 

Now, ho\· ever , he saw a ne group prea.chine t he doctrine of 

~ar -- one that was to be a war of' conquest and not of defense . 

He opposed o.ny mea.3Ur& •:.hich m1.~ht has t en the dny vh en the 

United 3t otes v.oul d bo a belli 5erent. 30 

A representative of the ne~ group and an advo cate of 

new doctrines , King responded !~mediat ely by c ~ lling Stanford's 

doctrine one of abject S'.lbm1ss1on . Adm1. tting that ful l debate 

vas necess~ ¥hen nuch a vit nl question as peace or · ar was 

being considered an~ t hat members shoul d divest themselves ~f 

varm feel ings 1neuc ed by tho unjust p~ostration of American 

rihhts , he yet believed that tho resolution Shoul d be p~ssed . 

His O\•n soetion, he pointed o".lt , h ad ext en::dve and e :;<posed 

seaconsts vhich needed protection . He and his constituents 

wer e \',illing to t ake st eps to protect them. "As in nry i ndi­

vidual capacity, I feel a t all ti~es v1111ng to make not only 

50 Annals of Congr e ss , XXIII , 511- 516. 
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pec·tniary so.crifi cas , tr..1t to expose my person in vindicating 

the rights and interests of my country," he declared, ttin 

my RGprcnento.tivo capacity , I vtll undertake to say , tho.t my 

consti t uenta will do no l ess . "31 The n demon AV!.lr1oe , " v:hi ch 

benunbod the wart:l emotions of the soul , had not galnod the 

uacenduncy ln the South ; t he love of country animAted every 

breast and b-<..1rned with "inextinguishable ardor . n Southerners 

f elt the degradation of the country in submitting to the dis• 

honorable terms proposed by the British government . I n try­

ing to avoid European entanglements and in po.~slng la.v.s t o 

restrict American trade, the ·Jni ted 3tates had borne Y..i th 

injury until "forobea.rrmce had c~ased to b.a a virt ..te. n Cn.lls 

for justice had gone unheeded . In spite of American efforts 

to keep pea~e, Britain had r~fused to stop h6r depradations . 32 

King denied that he woul d support e measure .hi ch might 

lend to war simply ~or the sake of the earry1ng trnde , from 

·•hich nine- tenths of the peopl e did not benefit . But he as­

serted, nThe right to carry in our O\m ships the produce of 

our country to any c-uarter , not thereb- violating the lav:s of 
. 

nations , or contravening legiti mate regul 8tions , is one ~bien 

I never will yield; for •• • i n doi ng oo , \';' 0 paralyze the in­

cuatry of our ci t izens ; we give a f at al bl ow to the best 

intercf ts of our country . " If principl es ere onco yielded, 

31 Ibid., XXIII , 51S . The speech i s r epot•ted in pages 
to 520. 

32 ~·• XXI1I , 516- 517 . 



tarthor eneroacbmenta woul d follow. Uy passing the defense 

resolutlon 1 ho ev er, the United St ates woald give its sanction 

to £1, f1Jted 1i'$aolve to render erreot1.ve the use ot .force a­

gninet nations that refused to give 1 t juat1ee . 33 

In cuusw&r to those ho feared t h e l ~as ot property aa t he 

result of ~ar, he repl1ed1 "To ua , it ~attera little whethe~ 

our o1t1es tumble 1nto ruin bJ desertion tor want of employ­

ment, b7 po~orty pro~ced by Br1t14b wrongs and ar~roanion$ , 

, or, 1n vindicating the cause or our country, t all by' a quick­

er process. ~ ~hen national honor Bnd pecuniary interest ore 

· c1gbed 1n t he b&lance • he declared,. honor v;ould pr ev-ail among 

Southerners. ~ 

Some had suge$a ted that wap would bring uprisJ.nga among 

the blacks, , but King had no suCh tears . He dld , however , la• 

ment the ex1etonoe of the ihotitut1on of al~very . ~1 view it 

as a b!Ule, ., aatd King, "the curse ot the land, and most sin­

cerely, s1r, do l wish t hat some Mosea could t ake t hem by t h e 

l:uand1 and lead them to e distant land• where t he1r or1oa 

~~uld never more s trlke on the ear of aympatny . n35 ~~cb ords 

s eem aome~bat strange, oo~~nu trom a slaveownor and a man who 

was to become n leader of s outhern forces 1n years to come} 

tbe slaverr ~eat1on, however, had not beco~e the subject of 

• 

33 Ibid ., XXIII, 51?. -
34 ~· • Y~III ~ 518 . 

35 Ib1d. -



41 

bitter sectional dispute in 1812 . 

I n answer to t hose ~ho had called the i mminent war one 

of con quest , King said that h e was little inclined to ext end 

the boundaries of the United St ates because e xtension woul d 

int roduce new interests and make the country too l arge. He 

conceded, however, that if war Vlere forced upon the United 

States, t he seizure of t erritory woul d be a means of injuring 

the British. Since this wao the ease , Canada, as a vulnerable 

spot , would undoubtedly be taken by force of arms .36 

King ' s feeling i s v1ell summed up in a few sent ence.s near 

the end of his speech : 

I am just commencing my political career; 
I run consistent; I find my country degraded 
by insults unrevenged; a l most ruined by her 
efforts to preserve fri endship wit h nations 
who feel power and forget right; and, al­
though I am opposed t o the principl e of 
having large s t andi ng armi es in our country, 
yet ; sir , under these circumstances , I feel 
justified in departing from t he general 
principle •••• I had r ather that f ast - anchor­
ed isle LBritairil, that protector of the 
liberties of the world, should be s~ept from 
the cat alogue of nations than submit t hat one 
American-- one nat l.ral - born citi zen - - shoul d , 
a t her wi ll , be torn f rom his famil y , his coun­
t ry and kept in a state of t he most horrid 
s l avery . Sir , this will not be a ~ar of con­
quest . It will be a struggle for existence . 37 

This speech shows tha t King was imbued with the ~ar B~vk spir­

it but that he was neither an ardent expansionist nor a 

s t aunCh defender of the carrying trade purely from the 

36 ~. , XXIII , 519 . 

37 ~. , XXIII , 519-520 . 
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commercial standpoint . Instead he disclaimed both the desire 

to annex Canada and to defend the carrying trade . The chief 

factor which shaped his thinking seems to have been national-

ism the earnest desire t o defend Ameri can rights and to 

see that other nati.ons gave her justice. · He opposed any tem­

porizing expedients that might lead to ~~rther insults. 

The ~ar Hawks secured passage of preparedness resolutions 

by l arge majorities . King voted with the majority in favor 

ot raising more troops , the calling ou t of f ifty thousand 

volunteers~ the enlling out of the militia• the refitting of 

certain ships ~ and t he arming of merchant vessel s . 38 

~hen President Madison called for war in June ~ 1812~ 

Ki ng east his vote in favor of war. He did not make a speech 

at the time , but the ne;tt year ~ he decl areds "I was at that 

time~ after t he most matur e de1ibe~at1on which I ~as compe­

tent to gi ve the subject , firm~y impressed with the convic­

tion that it was the measure demanded by the safety·, the honor~ 

and the best interests of the nation. "39 Once the United 

States was in the ~ar .King believed in a vigorous prosecution 

in order to attain these objectives . By his votes , he sup­

ported those measures deemed necessary to bring the conflict 

to a successfUl termination. 40 The United St ates , he fel t , 

~~at not recede f r om the position she had taken until every 

I 

38 ~., XXIII ~ 545- 548, 565. 

39 Ibid., XXV, 1000 . 

40 ~. , XXIII , 1108 , 1111 , 1147- 1151, 1155. 
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important right was secured. ~'It behooves us , tt he said in 
I 

1813, "to be prepared; t he war was commenced by us for the 

attainment of right ; that unsecured, it mus t not be aban­

doned. tt
41 In l a ter years King felt pride because of the stand 

h e had taken during the war . Speaking at a J ackson Day din­

ner on J anuary a, 1835, he pointed out that his group had 

advocated war in 1812 even though they had been denounced by 

many for their rashness . They had never f altered, he .declared, 

i n S\lstaining the war and had brought 1 t to a successful con­

clus1on. 42 

In a strongly nationalisti c speech , King supported a 

bill, introduced in Congr ess i n 1813, that woul d prohibit the 

employment of fore~gn seamen on armed vessels and merchant 

ships of the United St ates . Proponents of the bill had al-

ready asserted t hat American ~ependence on foreigners for sea­

men constituted a danger and that the bill i n questi on would 

put American vessels into the hands of Americans rather t han 

in the hands of undependable foreigners . Opponents of the 

bill contended, on the other hand, that the United States 

would be truckling to their British oppressors if t he bil l 

were passed, for it would be interpreted as a concession to 

the British who had a lways claimed t he right of impressment . 

The United States had gone to war to free its commerce , and 

it must not accept any t emporizing. Americans must claim the 

41 ~., XXV, 1003. 

42 Hunt sville Democrat , February 4 , 1835. 

, 



44 

right to employ whomever they pleased.43 

King began his speeCh by expres sing his beli ef in a 

vigorous prosecution of t he war and the willingness of Ameri­

cans to shed blood in defense of their rights . He said that 

Americans were "a brave, an honorable, and high-minded peopl e"; 

they were a "just and virtuous peopl e ," possessed of a greater­

portion of intelligence "than any other peopl e on earth. n 

They v.oul d be willing to pay t he bl ood tax and t he money tax. 

Notw1 thstanding the unrrearied and unceasing efforts of some 

men of high standing to mis l ead and deceive them as to the 

causes of the war , they woul d submit to the saorifioes neces­

sar y to support the government . Let Congress pass the Sea­

men' s bill , he said, and prove to them that the country was 

fighting on~y for its rights . By perm.1tt 1ng a _foi hundred 

Br~tishers on Amer i can ships , as had been tho case in t he 

past, the United St ates woul d jeopardize thousands of native 

o.nd naturalized c1 tizens as had be~n done before the war . He 

~.ould never abandon bona fide Americans ?.ho had been se1 zed 

but VJould fight so long as there was "an inch of ground to 

stand on" rather than sacrifice the personal liberty of a sin­

gl e man that the country was pl edged to defend. He protested, 

however , against "shedding one drop of Ameri can blood, or ex­

pending one cent of the .money of the nation" to protect for­

eigners ~ho were aliens i n every sense of the word. He hoped 

43 Annals 2£. Oons ress , XXV* 961- 962, 997-1000 . 
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that l ocal interests woul d not operate to defeat the bill . 

"V\ e are now l egislating for a great peopl e , " he pl eaded, 

nbound t ogether b.1 common ties ; let us discard all minor con­

sider a t ions and consult the general good. " Of foreigners h e 

said, "We want them not •• •• u Not only Vlere they the cause for 

impressment of American s but they al so took jobs a~ay from 

deser~ing American sail ors . 44 He defended the c·onstitution­

ality of the Seamen's bi ll, saying~ 

The Constitution is nothing more or less 
than a compact betwe en the several St ates 
composing this great Union, by which they 
bind themselves to submit to a General 
Government; while they vest in the Legis­
lature, thus established for the govern­
ment of t he whol e , the po~er to prescribe 
the rule by whi ch persons not entitled to 
the privil ege of t he compact ar e to enter 
in and become entitled under the stipu­
l~t1ons prescribed. 

Congress had power to regulate commerce and navigation; it 

coul d , therefore, regul ate the use of seamen on American 

vessels . Lasting advant ages v.oul d result from the passage of 

the b111 . 45 

That Ki ng's course was generally approved by t he people 

ot his home distr ict i s evidenced by the f a ct that he was 

re- el ected t o serve in the Thi r t eent h and Fourteenth 

44 ~., XXV, 1000-1003. 

45 Ibid., XXV, 1004 . The bill was eventuall y passed by 
the House-of Representatives , wi th King voting in tho affir­
mative. Ib1d., p . 1055. 
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Congresses . A \\1lmington group, meeting to celebrate l ash­

i ngton' s Birthday in 1813, toasted him as "our faithful Rep-

resentat1ve in Congress -- his vote on the ~ar question; and 

all others connected with it , incontestably prove his Ameri­

canl sm, ~d establish his claim to our support at the ensuing 

el eotion."46 In the Kay election of 1813 and the August elec­

tion of 1815, he was re- elected without opposition. Thus he 

was twice sustained by hi s constituents in his support of 

the war . 47 

Still in Congress as the war n eared its close , King 

shared in cel ebrating the ne~s of the Treaty of Ghent and the 

Battle of Ne~ Orleans . I n an 1835 speeen he told of the wor­

ries that preceded and the joys that fo l lo'lf.ed the battl e of 

Hew Orl eans. ln December , 1814, inf'ormation reached \ ashing­

ton that the Treaty of Ghent had been signed, but thoro was 

s till danger of an attack on No. Orleans . Veterans of the 

peninsula campaign against Napoleon were to be thrown on 

American soil. To meet them was a "little band of hardy sons 

of the ~:. est , n lacking discipline nnd arms , but bold, daring, 

and patriotic and l ed by the gallant Jackson. !.!any feared 

that the Amerlcans coul d not prevail against the odds in­

volved. Said King of Jackson' s victory on January 8: "Never 

can I forget the joy.ful manifestations. y;hich that intel­

ligence produced ·~ even t he bitter revilers of Madison, · 

46 Raleigh Regis ter , March 12, 181 3 . 

47 ~·• May 7 , 1815, Au~lst 18~ 1815. 
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the uniform opposers of war in its evex"] stage, carried along 

by tho enthusiasm of the moment, united in giving honor to 

the man who , i n the l anguage of Mr . Jefferson~ had filled t he 

measure of his country ' s gl ory . " The victory at New Orleans 

had secured the permanence of t he Treaty of Ghent . 48 

When the Fourteenth Congress met l n December, 1Sl5, 

President ~adison called for t he passage of a national istic 

program, ;ncluding the creation of a national bank , the im­

provement of the military and naval establishment , a tariff 

for thc ' protcction of industry , and provi sion for internal 

improvement s by constitutional amendment ~ 49 King took little 

part in the ensuing debates that revolved especially around 

the bank and t he tariff question. His votes on these i ssues 

show, howe~er1 that he .only partiall y supported t he national­

i s tic pos t - war policy . He voted for the creation of the 

Second Bank of the United States , a vote that was to prove 

embarrassing to him many times in his l ater life; ~~t he op­

posed some feat ures of the t ariff bil l of 1816 . 50 Later, he 

said that he favored protection at t he time but r eluctantly 

opposed the bill because of its minimum feature . 51 He voted 

f or oonendments to s trike out the minimum provision on cheap 

48 Huntsville Democrat , February 4 , 1835. 

49 Annal s 2f G~ngreS R ; XXI X, 15- 17. 

50 ~., XXIX, 1219 , 134?- 1348 . 

51 Confreasional Globe , 108 volumes (Washington: Globe 
Of£1ce, 1B3 - lB73), AI , 809. 
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cotton cloth and to redu ce the ad valorem duties on woollens , 

but both amendment s failed. 52 Vhat he thought about other 

phases of t ho llad1son1an program cannot be known because he 

resigned from t he House of Representatives and was commission­

ed as Secretary of tho Legation to the Court of Naples and 

the Two Sic111es and to the Court of Russia on April 23, 

1816.
53 

Shortly before t he adjournment of Congres s on April 

30, .he left V• ashington to make ready for his trip abroad . 

Since King took so little part in debates and l eft 

practically no correspondence dating from his first term of 

service in Congress , much of what he thought and did during 

the period must be le~t unexplained . One woul d like to know , 

for example, who influenced him moat and whom he infl uenced 

and what his opinions wore on many specifi c issues , but records 

are practically non- existent for answering such questions . 

King noted l ater , however , that during part of his residence 

in \ ashington he had lived in the same house Vtith El bridge 

Gerry; u venerabl e Massachusetts leader who was elected Vice 

President in 1812. V'1th Gerry, he had "enjoyed a long in­

timacy" and had derived "mu ch knowl edge from hi s long 

52 Annals ~ Congress , XXIX, 1347- 1348, 1 352. 

53 Howard Rosario Marraro, ed., DiElomatic Relations Be­
t ween the United States and the Kingdom of the T~o dlcilios, 
2 volumes (Nsw York: Vanni , I95l )t I , 107 . -rflereinafter cited 
as karraro ; Diplomatic Relations . ) 
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experience in public affairs . 11 54 To have lived in close con-

tact ~ith such a man as Garry must have been ~ inspiration 

and m education to King . In 1852, v·hen he a s a C"ndido.te 

for tho Vice Presidency of the United States , King t.ummed up 

for a group of well- wishers in his old district the debt he 

owed to his term of service betv"·een 1611 end 18 1 6 . Said he~ 

To the citizens of ·\ ilmington Distrlct , 
I can trul y say, 1 am principall y indebted 
for v:hatever of reputation I may have a c­
quired in the public service: for when I 
was but a mere boy in year3 , they 3ener­
ousl y confided to me t he important truut 
of representing them in the Congress of 
the United St ates , and this l ed the y;ay 
to ~ subsegucnt employcent in other 
s1tus.tions.55 

In resigning from the House of Represent atives to ac­

company \'.1l l iam Pinkney on his mission to Ruasia and to the 

Kingdom of the Two Sic111es , King gave up a promising career 

in pol i ti cs . At the time of his r esignat ion, he was s t i ll a 

young man of thirty, but he left behind him eight years of 

political experience . In taking his leave of ~ash1ngton, h e 

was motivated by a desire which he had felt from an early 

period i n his l ife to visit the conti nent of Europe, but 

which had hitherto been impossible because of his other pur­

suits. As secretary of the Pinkney legation, he hoped to en­

joy good faci l1 t i es for acquiring lmowl edge ·about Europe 

through travel and observation. He expressed a desire for 

54 Congressional Globe, X, 119 . 

55 Ral eigh St andard, September 8 , 1852. 
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the post, and was promptly given his commission on April 23, 

1816. In the fo l lowing weeks, he vi sited friends and rela­

tive& in ~orth Carolina and prepared for an indefinite ab~ 

sence. By earl y June he was in Baltimore making preparat ions 

to sail fot' Eu.ropo , and on Juno 8 ; 1816; embarked for Naples 

aboard the seventy-four gun ship V:..ashington, a warship from 

the Mediterranean squadron furnished by the American govern­

ment for the Pi.pknf)y group. Vti th tt something of a heavy 

heart," as ho wrote in his journal , he bade adieu to his 

relatives , his friends , and the soil of his cherished home­

l and. 56 

Finkney had boen ordered to Naples ~hile en routo to 

Russia in order to seek indemnity for losses sustained by 

American citizens as a result of illegal seizures of vessels 

by the Neapolitan government while it was under the control 

of Napoleon' s brother-in-la~ JoaChim Murat . In Jul y , 1809, 

American ships had been invited· to come to the port of Na­

ples, and protection was pro~sed by the Murat government . 

Later, however , Murat, to satisfy Napoleon, i s sued decrees 

\'lhich enabl ed him to seize and confiscate vessels, sell the 

cargoes, and use the vessels for public purposes . After the 

close of the Napoleonic r: ars , the United States demanded 

56 Private Journal of V. illiam R. King, p . 1, in Vt illirun 
R. King Collection, Alabama Dopartncnt of Archives an~ His~ 
tory. (Hereinafter cited as King , Private Journal ) ; see also 
lotter from V.illirun R. King to JaJ.nes t.ionroe , June 2, 1816, 
Department of State Papers: Russia, in National Archives . 
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reparations and indemnity for losses sust ained by Amoricun 

merchants and sbipo~ncrs nc a result of t he illogul seizure 

and confiscation of their property . It maintained that t he 

Murat government YIO.s the legally constituted government of 

Naples and that th~ new go~ernruent inherited all cl aims a~ 

gain at the old J~rat government . To present the Ameri can 

cln1ms , Pinkney r.as sont on the special miss1on. 57 King was 

given un oppor tunity of seeing Italy . 

As the ~ashington glided down the Chesapeake and took 

its. lenvo f r oo American ~hores on Ju~ e 10 , King settled dov~ 

to lifo on shipboard. Accommodations uore a problem because 

of the large number that accompanied Pinkney; but Commodore 

Isa.ac Chauncey , by giving up his OY;n r ooms to the Pinlmay 

fami l y and ~usponding canvas screens to f orm rooms for the 

others , mado it posnib~e for ~11 to travel ~1th a r easonable 

degree of comfort . King proudly vrrote that he slept sus ­

pended i n a cot '' i n a canvas s room encl osing o. long thirty 

tv.o pounder, at who so breech I took my niglltly rest . " He v. n.s 

favorably 1mprocsod with the ship ' s crew and his f ellow pas ­

sengers . Pinkney , he noted, was a "man of s uperior endow­

ment s of m~nd, but consumed by on intolerable per sonal vm1ity~" 

Sti ll he fel t his superior woul d be useful to the United 

States in a diplomat i c capacity. Dur i ng the ear ly dQys of t h e 

voyage King suffered t he miseries of seasickness whiCh 

o7 Jrumes Monroe to t1111am Pi nkney , May 11 , 1816 , i n 
Marraro , Dipl omatic Relatione , I, 90-93 . 
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rendered him "almost d1aposed to meet that grim, and generall y 

so much dreaded~ messenger, and hail him as the means of re­

l.ler.tt By June 13, however , he had so far recovered as to be 

able to eat at the dinner t ablo. For the remainder of the 

trip, the passengers were treated to a delightful voyage · 

across the Atlo.nt1c vii th good v1ea.thel .. and favorabl e winds . 

On July 1 the · .. aahinr;,ton sailed tht'ough the Str ai ts of Gi­

braltar and cast anchor 1n tho bay that night . As morning 

broke on July 2, King sa.. t he "omonce fortrcs s" of 01 bral tar 

v.hlch raised its .nntajestic head to an enormous highttt and 

seemed to frown on ~urrounding obj cots . After tt;enty- four 

days on board ship, he welcomed t he chance to go ashore and 

visit the rock "immortal! zed ln story. n 58 

King f9Und much to interest him at Gibraltar . The town, 

he noted, -was of no great importance . Its streets ere nar­

row and the houses snall . Everything seemed to be construct• 

ed with a view to the defense of the place • . He was struck 

by the great variety of costumes in the town, 1thich seemed 

a resort of all nations: Turks , Je~s , English, French, 3pan­

iards , all preoerving thelr own costUlnoa and languages . Pro­

curing a pony , he climbed the zig-zag road to the ~ummit of 

the rock, from which he vie~ed "the fertile fields of Spain 

• • • , the tow&r1ng cl iffs of Africa , " and the unr-lli'fle d bay 

below. Ret urning to the to~~. he and other members of the 

58 King, Private Journal , pp . 2- 5. 
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party were received with great pol iteness by the British 

governor . On Jul y 4 , the party examined t he .fortil'es s and 

enjoy ed n dinner given by representatives of the British 

government. When the 1 ashington f ired guns to c elebrate 

American independence, King wrote of " t he pride of feeling 

which thrills the br east of an Ameri can, thrown on a land of 

str nngora, on ~~tneseing the c elebration of the i ndependence 

of his Cou.."ltcy. n On July 8 . the . f ashington, VIi th the Pinlrney 

group aboard , sailed for Naples , now accompani ed by t he l!!! 

and the Oonati tution from the Mediterra;1ean .fl eet . 59 

The \ ashlnn;ton brought t he party i n sight of Italy on 

Jul y 13 and dropped anchor in the Bay of Napl es that night. 

King was much impressed with what he saw. "The Bay of Naples , u 

he wrote, "~s perhaps not surpassed by anything of tho kind 

i n tbe world, and has been justly c el ebr ated in every age . " 

Those on board t he ·ashington l ooked for YJard to l eaving its 

decks on Jul y 14• but quaranti ne regul ations dashed their 

hopes . These r egul ations called for a quarantine of t~enty­

one days , but , because of the good h ealth of the crew and 

passengers . wer e suspended after thirteen days so that thoso 

aboard ~ore permitted to l and on July 26 . 60 

After t he gr oup had s eeured lodgings, Pinkney sought an 

audience with t he Marquis di Circello, t he Neapolitun Foreign 

, 

59 Ibid., PP• 5- 8 . 

60 Ibid . , p . 8 . 
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Minis ter, to arrange for their presentati on to the King . The 

present ation was delayed :for more than a week, hov•ever, so 

that t he Ameri cans could acquire "the Uniform prescribed by 

the Diplomatic Corps . n \~bile t hey w~ted f'~r their clothing ~ 

they proeured carriages and servants , putt ing them in livery, 

and made every ·preparation to 11 s~ow of'f to the greatest ad­

vantage·. " 61 

When proper~y cl othed the American delegation had an 

audience with the King at his palace just outside the city . 

In spite of t he known objects of their mission, the King 

received them ~ith great polit eness . King described the 

Neapolitan monarch as "a tall , robust old man, vary a~kward 

in appearance and manners" and apparently 11 of extremely 

limited pow~ra of rnind. n62 

Two days after their interview with the King , Pinkney 

and King conferred ~1th the Marquis di Circello ubout some 

of the objects of their mission . Again King noted that they 

were received with great cordiality and treated with a de­

gree of frankness that he had not expected. When Pinkney 

asked about the prospects of scouring a commercial treaty 

bet~een the United States and Naples , C1rcello repl ied that 

none had yet been made with the powers of Europe and that 

under the c1rcumstanoes h1s government woul d not be disposed 

to make one with the United States . He promised, however, 

, 

61 Ibid. , p. 9 . 

62 lb1d., P• 10 . 



55 

thqt "\meri can goods would be subjected to tho srume regul a­

tions as thooe of other nations . Pinkney also aalred Circello 

about securing special privileges in the IQngdom for ~erican 

r ar ve.ssels , incl u(Jing tho right to e stablish d opot s on Nea­

politan soil . To this , Circ ello r eplied that A~ericr~ ships 

v,ould be perm1 tted to communicate with thf, c;hore v·i thout 

molestation and to procure such articl es ~s they might require. 

bu.t that hi ~· government could not grant t he right to estab­

lish depots on its soil. Finally, Pinkney proposed to pre­

aont a note later regarding the main object of his mlsaion. 

Although Pinkney h ad tol r1 C1rcello about t ho S".l'bj ect only a 

few days before• the latter no\"1 pretended to be ignorant of 

tho ob ject of the mission . After Pinkney re- explained his 

major purpos~ in coming to Naples , Circello said that his 

.government had exruminoa tho American claima and did not deny 

that the seizures bs Murat v ere base and unjus tifiable or 

that he had put somo of tho money in the pu blic treasury. 

However , Cir0ollo concluded, the govornment presumed t hat 

.Murat ha<l disposed of tho funds for his ov·n priva te purpo3es . 

King predicted that the Ueapol1ton government •, ould uso this 

argument to escape payment of tho debt . 63 His guess proved 

accurate , for Circello ' s w-ritten e.ns\"for to Pinkney ' s .formal 

note refused payment . King ~rote James Monroe on Augus t 24: 

"From al l I can collect both from the ~!arouis of Cireello, 

63 Ibid. , PP• 10-11. 
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who i s the minister of foroi_gn affairs , and .from other oources , 

t here i s 11 ttl e prospect o! success ; our ::tay hero ···i l l I 

trust be short ... _ Naples with all its beauties has .failed 

greatly to intoreat me . n64 

Pinlmey s ont his officia l note de a.l i ng v.l th t he apolia­

tions claims on August 24, s tressing the responsibil ity of a 

nation for Yrongs committed and obligations incurred even 

though governments changed . He wal ted :for about a month vi th­

out receiving a repl y and sent another note remi nding Circello 

t hat be had to proceed to Russia befor e winter became too far 

advanced. Ci roello ntill evaded t he issu e and s ent s.n ansv,er 

only aftar Pinkney had left Naples for St . Petersburg. In it, 

he r ejected the Amer i can demands on the gr ounds that Mur at 

\'tas a usurP.er , that the conf'iscations were forced upon h.:tm,. 

and that proceeds rrom the seizures went to Murat personally 

and not to the government of Napl es . 65 The mission had proved 

to be a failure as King had pr edicted. 

I n the meantime , before he had finished his business in 
, 

Napl es , Pinkney received word from t he American charge 

d'affaires in St. Petersbur g tha t Russia had suspended 1nter­

course w1th him because of t he arrest end Lmpri sonment ot 

64 Wi lliam R. King t o J ames Monr oe # August . 24 , 1816 , in 
~arraro # Di pl omati c Relations, I , 107 . 

65 Howard Rosario u.ar raro, tt-. i llio...'ll linkney ' s 1 i sion t o 
the Kingdom of the Two Sicili es t 1816," Maryl and Hi storical 
Magazine , XLIII ( ~ecembor , 1948 J , 240- 245. 
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Konloff _ the Russian Consul General nt Philadelphia 'ho had 

been charged with rape . Feeli ng that the good v,ill of Russia 

~as important enough to merit special hnndlins , Pinkney sent 

Ki ng to St . Petersburg v.ith a letter in "'·hich he promised to 

come to Ruesia ni soon ao· poesi ble. 66 Thus Y~ng set out for 

St . Petersbu~g in the latter pa~t of September in an effort 

to c..1l:m Russlan feelings -.; hile linkney remained in ~laples to 

compl ete his work there. King urri vbd in St . Petersburg 

early in Novtmber nne found thnt explanations givon by the 

charge d ' aff aires had removed all difficulties bet, eon the 

countries and that finkney ~oule be well received. llo con­

veyed thio news to V1em1a \'•here 1-'inknoy had agreed to v.ai t 

until he ho.d ney·s from King about affairs in Ru::.sia. 6 7 

R..1ng v.~ote Soc.,rctury of State lionroo a long lettor in 

January, 1817 , r ecoanting his activities since August and 

evaluating the situation i n Russfa. Pinkney had been vell 

received, and the Russians generally seemed friendly to 

the Unitod ~tates . From his st~y of t~o months in Russia, 

~hero he had mingled frooly ~ith ~1a diplomatic corpo and 

Husslans o""· distln.ction , ho had como to the conclusion that 

great jea.loilsy existed bet v;een Hussia o.nd .Sn~la.nd and that 

66 William Pinkney to James Monr oe , September 18 , 1816, 
i n ... arraro , Diplomatic Relations , I , 1 20- 1 21; aee al so note 
by editor on P • 121 . 

67 V1illi am R. King to James Monroe, January 29 , 1817, 
Department or State Papers s Russia, in National Archives . 
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t he Czar'n ar.cry of a million men ~as vie~ed vith suspicion 

in ~ncland and with ala~m in the rest of Europe . Russia look~ 

ed on the United Stat es , a growing naval pO\''Gr , ae a rival 

of Engl and . In tho pasc Russia had been hel C back by lack 

of money, but King felt it was· nov! .r eady to move ahead . He 

vrotet "The bmper?r Alexander i s in the prime, and vigor of 

manhood . Flushed with recent S ' Ccess es ; he sees himself 

r elgn1ng over more t han .fifty millions of people , to ' .. home 

hio sole vi l l giv es lav. . Pov.er naturally begots runb1tion." 

Even 1f Ale>ander favore~ moderation he o~ld be l ed by hin 

army officers to foreao suCh a course . A systom resembling 

French conscription had been adopted by 1uss1a; this ~as 

possible because Russian soldiers ate such poor foo c and re-

cei ved s u ch low pay . Europe , Ki ng fea red, had freed itself 

of t h o P.O\'ter of Fr ance but at the se.."lle time ho.d "paved t he 

~ay to their subjugation by the barbarous hordes of the 

North . ~~ He .v·arned Monroe, therefor e , to cul ·bi va.te the 

friendship of Rusoia and to send able mlnisters t o tho court 

of St . Pet ersburg. He compl ained that the f r ozen climate of 

Russia had serious l y affected l~s health aod proposed to 

l onve the country i f the spring d1d not bring an ~provenent . 68 

Although h e '"1rote little about it . King (young man that 

he vt~ s) must huve enjoyed the social lifo of the Russian cap­

it~ l. Pinl01ey wr ote Monroe in J~uary that King had been 

68 Ibid . -
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pr~sented at the court circle, and had been "very graciously 

received. " 69 Probably the most i mpor t ant social event of 

hls stay 1n .~soia v,as the me.rriage of t he Gr and Ouko Nieholas 

to Princeso Charlotte of Pr ussia. Along with t he marriage a 

series of fet es , balls, and "felicitations" were held, to 

whi ch the diplomatic corps were invi t ed. 70 Out of tho wed­

ding celebration grew one of' the l egends about King, r.hlch 

today is atlll unproved and porhaps unprovable . Nevertheless , 

the s t ory posse~ses a degree of pl ausibility and a great deal 

of hum~n int erest . According to the st ory , the beauti~~l 

caughter of the Czar was in the recei ving line. Much ~­

pressed by her dazzling beauty, King hesitated long e~ough in 

t he l ine to· squeeze her hand and kiss it ardentl y . Though he 

was told th~t t h e inci dent might cost him his pl aco at the 

logo.tion, he was surpri sed to receivG a ce.ll the ne:-~t day 

from an officer of the royal household ~ith n personal note 

from the Czar-' s daughter inviting h1m to call at the pa.laoe . 71 

The l ogend may be partly true or entirely £alse , but it is 

69 William Pinkney to Jamos ?f.onroe, J anuary 28, 1817, 
lJepartment of dtat e .rapers : L1ussia, ::ationul 1 rchi vcs . 

70 rinkney to J ohn uinoy Adams , July 5/17 , 1817 , ibi·d . 

71 ~ee ~to~sscl ~mythe Barksdale, "Cong~es sion~l Career 
of Villiam RufUs King, " {Unpublished Ma$ ter ' s Theais , the 
univerai ~y of hl~o~a, 1933) , p . 6; and John~. Oates , The 
Stocr of Fo.:yetteville ~ the Upper Cape Fea;r ( Fey etteville : 
John A. O~tes , 19oO) , P • 84b. 
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told both in his boyhOod nome to"An ot Clinton, !forth Ca.rol1na 1 

and 1n his l ator home t own ot So~~. hl abruna. 

About a ~onth ar~r th& mar~laeo eorornony, Pinkney w~te 

Soorotary or Ot a to Jo!m Quinoy Ad~ s t~..at K~ng had ttqus_ tted" 

.b.irl on hie rotur n to- th() Un!. ted 8tatos ,·12 Wheth():r- he le.tt 

Russia becauso tilo eold w&athor wo.a hann!ul to hio health , or 

because ho ·1ad rallen ln love w1 t •l ao~teone ho could not marry 

(~erhups the princess) • or bocaua~ ile haJ. boco,ne uuacceptable 

at t he Russian court bsaauae ot !lis ;>et"tormanoe at the weddil'lg• 

or because of other ro o7nu1 will prob b!y ~lways re~ain un­

a.nsworad. ~ ... ost likol y • ho cecldcd to Ntu.l"n to the uni t od 

State& boe.a.uo& or a oo.rcb1u.at1on of r oesona. C&r tainly, he 

vas conscious or tao dot~:M~ntal otfect ot Russi~~ weather 

ta.iood his 1nterect 111 poll tics and pr obQ.b:y <l<Hll.t~ed to r o­

entor political llta in the Unlted St~tes. P:nally~ he prob­

abl y envisioned brignt ecouou.ic p r copecta in ~lab~ta ror 

thos(f pl~tcrs wno wc:r.e willing to r1t~l .. t h& •nove . lie waa 

roady to loavo Europe b6cause he bad c.eeornpli~hod t he. ma!n 

purposes of biD trip abroad: oxten i vo travol 1n ~uropo and 

acqua1nt nnco w1t1l life in acvcre.l countv1oa, 

72 illiat:1 P1nknoy to Jonu Qu1ncy Ad,ema. Auguut l/1.31 
1817, Department or St~te Papers: Ru s1a, National Arehivea. 
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