CHAPTER VI
AN OPYOSITION SENATOR

The Vhig Party, led by General William Henry Harrison,
stood for governmental policies greatly different from those
the Democratic Farty had been pursuing and from thosze idvo-
cated by William Rufus ¥ing. As March, 1841, approached,
therefore, King expressed coneern for the future of the
ooqnﬁpy. He expected that the Vhigs would take a stand a-
gainst abolitionism to "gnll the South" but predicted that
tﬁay would csll a speclial session of Congress in order to
"rivet" upon the country their favorite measures: repeal of
the iIndependent Treasury Act, creatlion of a Unlted States ‘
Bank, distribution of the proceeds from the sale of publie
lands, and & high Sariff, He also predicted that, despite
ihlg denunciation of the evils of patronage, "0Ld Harrison"
would be surrounded by & horde of hungry offlce scekers,t
Just as King predicted, Harrison called a special session of
Congress, but he was dead before 1t met. John Tyler, Vice
President and an advocate of state rights, succeeded to the
presideney. The Whigs werc able to repeal the Independent
Treasury Act in the speclal session of Congress in 1841, but
their attempts to provide for & United Stetes Bank failed
becauss of Tyler's vetoes of bills designed to carry out

that objeet. Finally, as King had expected, Congress adopted

1 Willism R, King to Arthur P, Bagby, February 14,
1841, in Files of the Alabama Governors, Alabama Depzrtment
of Archives and History. ¥
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the poliey of dlstribution end provided for s higher tariff,
From 1841 tec hls retirement from the Senate In 1844, Hing
was one of the leading oppomnents of the VWhig program and
often came into confliet with Henry Clay, the chief Whig T
leader in the Senate.

buring a special Senate session held in March, 1841, to
approve nominations for the new Whig asdministration, Eing
had an encounter with Clay which very nearly resulted in
tragic consequences. fhe argument took place over a resolu- \1j
tion to dismiss Blalr and Rives, printers Tor the Zenate, 4
and Clay's personal atteck on the senlor editor, Francis
Preston Blair., King maintained that Blalr and Rives had
done thelr work well and that they.ware belng removed pure-
ly for political ressons., Folitles, he asserted, should not
enter 1nt6 the question of printing. If a printer fulfilled
his contract, the Senate could have ne complaint agalnst
him., Under the clrcumstances, cancellation of the contract

by the Senate would amount to a violation of the contract

on the part of the Senate.? In snswer to Clay's attack on
Blair, King pointed out that Blair had once lived in Een=-
tucky and had been an intimate assoeiate of Clay. For many
years, sald King, he had been on terms of Iintimate assoclae
tion with Bleir and had found that "for kindness of heart,
humanity, snd exemplary deportment, he could probably

2 g§§§5§2§%%?g; Globe, 108 volumes (Washingtons Globe
0Office, 1854-1873), Iﬁ 2315., 247.
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compare with the Senator from Kentucky, or any other Senator
on this floor by whom he has been nssailed.” If mere abusive
language in hls newspaper was to be used as & test for dise
qalifying Blair as Senate printer, the seme test could be
applied against the VWhipg editor of the Natlonal Intelligen~
gcer., By seeking to annmul the old contrect, the Yhigs were
trying "to wreak thelr vengence on a political foe, and pro-
vide for a political friend." How, King asked, could they
commit such an aet after thelr eries agsinst proseription
only a few weeks before?®

Clay came to his feet immediately and in an angry reply
charged that King had made a personal attack on him in saye
ing that Blalr was his equel, He resented the fact that
King had made the comparison vhen he lmew that Clay cone
sidered Blaelr an infsmous men., If King chose to make the
charge, he cslled it "fulese, untrue, and cov.oardly."4

King declined to mske a reply in the Senate, but im-
mediately wrote a note challenging Clay to & duel.® Both
men were bound over and put under bond not to fight in the

Districet of Columbia, but some feared that they would fight

% Congressional Globe, IX, 247-248.

4 Ivic., IX, 248,

5 Ibld.s; Jacksonville Republiecan, April 7, 18413 John
C., Calhoun to Thomas Clemson, Narch 10, 1841, in James

Fronklin Jameson, ed., Correspondence of John C, Calhoun,
%gggal Report of the Ameflean ﬁ;stering As%aoiabIon (1899),
I, 477, (Hereinafter clted as Jemeson, Calhoun Corres-

pondence. )
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the duel outside the listrict after the Senate had adjourn-
ed.®

Conclliatory steps were taken, however, to prevent the
duel from taking place. Friends of Clay first made an ate
tempt to secure a statement from King that he had not meant
to insult Clay so that Clay would be able to retract his
charges. King, however, refused to make the statement.
Cley's friends then sought King's permission for Clsy to say
that he hed heard King had meant no insult and that he had
been confirmed in it. Again King refused to accept the
terms; he was willing to accept only an unconditionsl ree
traction on the floor of the Senate.’ Vhen other means of
settlement failed, Clay made a retraction in the Senate. He
expressed regret for the occurrence and pointed out that he
had been under attack from Blair for ten years and had felt
that King's speech was "a studied, a premeditated, amnd ... a
preconceived design" to make an assault upon him end his
cheracter. He conaidered it a peraonallorfense when King
compared him %o a man he hsd called a common libellgr.

Since the speech had been made, however, he had received

satisfactory information that King had neither intended %o

6 Martin Van Hiren to Andrew Jackson, March 12, 1841,
in Martin Van Buren Colleection, Kamuscripts Division, Li-
brary of Congress.

7 Francis F. Blair to Andrew Jackson, April 11, 1841,
quoted in John Spencer Bassett, ed., Correspondence of
Andrew Jackson, 7 volumes (¥ashingtont Carnegie Institution,
1926-1935), Vi, 103, (Hereinefter cited as Bassett,
Jackson Correspondence.)
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glve personal affront nor to cast the slightest imputstion
on his character or honor. Sincece he had been mistaken about
King's intent, he now withdrew "every epithet in the least
derogatory to him, to his honor, or to his character." Af-
ter Clay had concluded his retraction, King answered that
Clay had been correctly informed about his intentions and |
that nothing he had sald had been meant to be personzlly
offensive to Clay nor had he intended to attack the latter's
charactor or honor.® At the end of King's speech, Clay ade-
vanced and shook hands with King amidst the approving cheers
of the galleries who rejoiced because the two long-time sen-
ators had settled thelr dispute without bloodshed, ? King
received the plaudits of the Democratic press for his
defense of Blair and for forcing the haughty Clay to make a
public apology.lo

Shortly after Clay's apology, the Senate adjourned, and
King returned briefly to Alabama. He soon returned to VWashe
ington, however, to attend a special session of Congress
called by the Thig leadership to repeal the Independent

Treasury Act and to carry out other Vhig maaauros.ll- In

8 Congressional Globe, IX, 257,

9 vashington Daily Nationel Intelligencer, March 16,
1‘7 : | 1841 L]

10 Vashington Daily Globe, April 5, 18413 Tuscaloosa
Flag of the Uniom, May 5, 1B4l.

11 Tuscaloosa Flag of the Uniom, May 5, 1841; Montgomery
Alsbama Journmal, June 2, 1841,
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this called seasion King agein proved to be a thorm in the
slde of the Clay forces. He opposed various parts of the
Whig program and resisted Clay's efforts to restrict Senate
debates to certain subjects and to limit the time spent in
debate. ¥%hen Clay threstened to secure an abridgement of
free discussion in the Senate, King pointed out that freedom
of debate had never before been restricted im that body and

proposed to resist all attempts to restrain full debate

I "even unto the death,"12

In the special session billls were presented to repeal
the Independent Treasury Aet and to provide for an agency to
replace the old Bank of the United States. King spoke only
briefly during the debates on these bills, but he showed his
attitude clearly by voting against repeal of the Independent
Treasury Act and against both the Fiseal Bank bill and the
Fiscal Corporation bill, two plans brought forward by the
Whigs for the reestablishment of a national bank, 13

King supported amendments to the Fiscal Bank bill to
require publieity of the bank's transactions and to prohibit
loans to bank officials or to members of Congress. He

pointed out that the constitution prevented members of

12 Con raaalonal X, 45, 204; see alao Thomas
Hart Bentom, Thirty Ye View; or a Hiato morkin
of the American %gg&%%%%%& _g%; ears, fram 20
50, 2 volumes (hashingtons D Appleton, 1856), I1, §53.
(Hereinafter cited as Benton, Thirty Years' View.)

13 Congressional Globe, X, 36, 256, 423.
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Congress from recelving emoluments from an office created
by them and that acceptance of favors from a corporation
they had created would violate the spirit of the clause. He
recalled that some members of Congress had received favors
from the old Bank which they could not repay im kind but
which they repaid in loyal support on the floor of Congress,
This time he wanted the doors closed to such indirect vote
purchasing.l4 Although King "detested o National Bank," he
declined to tske part in captious delay durlng the later
stages of debate over the bill.]'5 It eventually passed over
Demoeratic opposition but was vetoed by President Tyler be-
cause it falled to satisfy hia state rights constitutional
views:, In a fit of anger at the veto, Henry Clay accused
the whole Loco-Foco Farty of celebrating Tyler's veto on
August 16, He piectured King at the White House "standing
upright and gracefully, as if he were ready to settle in the
most authoritative manner any cuestion of order or of eti-
quette that might possibly arlse between the high assembled
parties on that new and unprecedented occasion."1® King
ﬁdmitted that Clay had mede a pretty sketch but said that it
lacked truthy he had mot been at the "hite House on the oc-

casion, nor had some of the other Demoecrats whom Clay had

14 Ibid., X, 162, 172.
15 Ibld., X, 204.
16 Ibid., X (Appendix), 344.
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mentioned,t”

The Whigs culckly brought forward a second Fisesl Core
poration bill, designed to meet some of the demands Tyler
had insisted should be imcorporsted into the plam. Still
opposed to a bank of any kind, King declared that the first
bill, "most fortunately for the country,” hed been vetoed
and that the presentation of a second bill was a violation
of parliamentary usage which forbade the reintroduction of a
measure that had been defeated during a session of Congress.
He also castigated the Vhig presiding officer who had sent
the second bill to a committee from which opposition members
had been excluded; to submit a blll to a committee made up
entirely of its supporters violated all precedents. The
bill, he declared, embraced a subject of great importance,
"one more disputed on constitutional grounds, as well as up-
on grounds of expediency, than sny other which ha/d/ ever
agitated the country." Such a bill should mnot be hurried
through but should receive full and falr consideration. He
moved, therefore, that two htw members be added to the come-
mittee considering the blll, The motion was withdrawn after
King had proved that the committee had been unfalirly select-

e':cl.:l‘B The bill finslly passed over Democratlic opposition

17 Ibid., X (Appendix), 347.

18 Ibid., X, 378; see also Benton, Thirty Years' View,
11, 338.
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but was vetoed by Tyler,1®

Some Vhigs complained that the repeal of the Indepen-
dent Treasury Act snd the fallure to pass the bank bills
left the government without sny legal system for handling
publiec monies. King, no doubt with some malice afore=-
thought, reminded them that the situation was one of their
owvn making, for they had repealed the Independent Treasury
Act and had failed to present Tyler a constitutional substi-
tute for 1t, In thelr own haste to destroy, they had left
only an old act of 1789 to contrel the treasury. This law,
he felt, was stlll as good as it ever was; the country was
in no danger simply because no bank law had been paasedtao

Distribution of the proceeds from the sale cf publie
lands, coupled with the granting of pre~emption rights to
settlers, constituted another major item of business before
the 1841 special sesslion of Congress: In favoring distrie-
bution of the proceeds from public land sales, Henry Clay
maintained that the Compromise Tariff Act of 1833 called for
the payment of government expenses from the tariff, not from
public lanéd revenues. King questioned this contention, de~
claring that there had been no understanding at the time of
the Compromise Act that proceeds from land sales were to be

given up as revenue. Never in 1833 had he heard a whisper

19 Congressional Globe, X, 423, 450.

20 Ibid., X, 450,
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that such an idea had entered into consideration.?l ihen
the Vhigs insisted on rushing a bill through the Senate with
little debate at the same time the House was considering the
Bankrupt bill, EKing charged them with making & bargain with
supporters of the Bankrupt bill to secure passage of both
bills. HNever before had he seen leglslation so dlsgraced
with "bergain and sale." He declared that the Distribution
bill under consideration was defeetive both in general prin-
ciples and speecific details. It would operate unequally on
such states as Alsbamz and Mlissourl and needed to be amended
to-give "equity and equal justice." Unless the bill were
changed, the portion to be distributed to the old states was
so smell as to be despised, and the portion to be given to
the new states would be so inadeguate as ﬁo exclte indig-
nation.gz He proposed further that the cost of obtalning
‘public lands be deducted from the amount made avallable for‘
distribution., His amendment, however, was dafoated.23

Finally, King introduced am amendment to test whether
the Compromise of 1837 was to be kept in good falth if dis-
tribution were adopted. His amendment provided that dis-
tribution would be discontinued whenever the duties on any
article under the tariff law were raised to exceed twenty

per cent, The Whigs, he pointed out, had said they had no

21 Ibid" x’ 513-3140
22 Ibid., X, 347-348,
23 Ibid., X, 355-356,
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intention of disturbing the tariff; let them vote for the
amendment and prove their good faith, EKing favored such a
conmitment because he 4id not waent to see "a recurrence of
those troubles which had well nigh distracted 1f not dis-
solved the Union." It was better to place all doubts at
rest rather than to leave any guestions which might produce
trouble later. Lacking restraint, the majority might try to
go beyond the constitutlon. Certainly, they had shown ten~
denclies to do so in the recent past.?# King's amendment
was defeated,Z® but it was later presented in a milder form
by John MacFPherson Berrien, ¥hig senator from Georgla. King
maintained that the form he had suggested was more clear-
cut in its wording, for it proposed to step distribution if
any rates of duty were pushed beyond twenty per cent whereas
Berrien's amendment was not c¢lear on that poinﬁ.aﬁ Neverw
theless, the Berrlen smendment was adopted, and the Distri-
butlon Aet passed shortly thereafter.2’ HKing voted against
the act and warned the ¥higs that they would be "obliged to
come forward and acknowledge to the country that they hed
been wrong" in adopting distribution. They would find 1%
necessary to fotraoe themselves or they would be driven from

24 Ibid., X, 358-359.
25 Ibid., X, 359.
26 Ibid., X, 369.
27 Ibid., X, 370, 388,
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office by the vote of the peepla.28 The following year the
Vhigs were foreced to gilve up distribution becsuse tariff
rates had to be raised to increase govermment revenue snd
because President Tyler refused to accept a plan of perma-
nent distribution slong with a high tarifr, 29

A teriff bill was passed at the speelal session raising
rates to twenty per cent on certsain items, including such
luxuries as watches, Jewelry, and expensive laces. King
maintained that lower existing rates would produce more
revenus than the proposed new ones and that the high duties
on luxuries were belng proposed for purely political rea-
sons. Eventually, however, he voted for the bill because
he felt the government recuired more revenue to.oporato
after the Distribution Act had been passed.50

In the regular segsion of Congress which met in Decem-
ber, 1841, diétribution end the tariff continmued to be im-
portant issues., During debates over a bill to repeal dis-
tribution and to pledge revenue being spent for that purpose
to nationsl defense, King declared that he had always con-
sidered distribution a "hasty, inconsiderate, and improvident
measure.," He welecomed a proposal which would "take back the
préeeads of one of the sources of general revenue from an

obvious misapplication" and return it to the treasury to be

28 Ibld., X, 438.
29 Ibid., XI, 867, 963.
30 Ibid., X, 391, 438.
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spent for national dofonao.al

Later King presented resolutions of the Alabsma legise
lature rejecting that state's share of distribution 1‘11):&(1!1!.52
Debate ensued when Henry Clay introduced a resolution calle
ing on the Committee on Publie Lands to inquire into the ex-
pedieney of distributing money refused by any state among
the other states.>> At the time King introduced the Alabama
resolutions, he had declared that his state regarded the
Distribution Aect as a "gross and palpable violation of the
Constitution.">* He now denied that Congress had the right
to.giva away Alabama's share of the publie land revenues,
Clay himself had said im earlier debates that proceeds from
the public lands belonged to the states. Ir,Alabama~ehose
to return its share to the general government, what right
had other states to take it? The money, whem relincuished
by a state, should go to the general fund of the treasury so
‘that taxes could be reduced. The people of Alabams had
senslbly seen that distribution wes ereating a necessity for
taxation and that indireect taxation, whieh would be resorted

to, would throw an unequsl burden on the southern states,

31 Ibid., %I, 42-43., HNatlionsal defense had become an
1mportan5 issue because of trouble between the United States
and Great Britain, See below, p. 199.

52 Ibid'. n. 152'

3% 1Ibid., XI, 213.

34 Ibid,, XI, 152.
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They had a right to tax reduction if they refused their
publie land funds. In answer to those who sald that the
distribution of land revenues did not involve giving away
funds derived from taxation, King pointed out that the pub-
lie¢ lands had beem acquired by purchase and that this had
required tax momey. Distribution, therefore, was a direct
distribution of money used im purchasing the lands, and an
indirect distributlion of baxes recuired to replace publie
land revenue drained away under the act. "Nobody mistakes
the maln objeet of the whole measure--" he declared, "to
ereate a neeoésity for laying om high taxes." ¥No man should
vote for the Clay resolution unless he favored the real ob-
jeet of the distribution scheme, high tariffs for the proe-
tection of the manufacturing interests.®® The subject was
sent to committee, but no action was teken by the commit-
tee.ss

King again attackecd the distribution poliey during de-
bate over a bill to provide for the issue of §5,000,000 in
treasury notes., He admitted that an issue of notes was
needed to meet the requirements of the government, but he
opposed the VWhig position that "teriffs must be resorted
tos and yet the distribution must go on." He and his Demo-
eratic colleagues were willing "to resort to taxation of any

amount™ te supply the needs for am economical adminlstration

35 Ibid., XI (Appendix), 141, 146,
36 Ibid., XI, 146,
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of the government, but they were told that distribution rmst
be continued.>’ '

In the tariff debates, which oceuplied much of the at-
tention of Congress in its 1841-1842 session, King favored
the adoption of such rates s&s would produce revenue necesw
sary for the government. Although he opposed the pr;nciple
of protection, he was willing to vote for reasonable dis-
onimigation if a common sense plan could ha'workod out, 58
As he saw them, however, neither the temporary blll nor the
permanent blll brought rﬁrward by the majorlity constituted
"common sense" plamns. He opposed the temporary tariff de-
signed to extend existing duties because he felt 1t was a
violation of a solemn promise made at the previous session
that the éledgaa of the Compromlse Aet of 1832 would not
be disturbed. Made at the time the Distribution bill was
under conslderation, this promlse had induced some to vote
for that billl who @ould otherwise have opposed 1it. Tamper=
ing witﬁ the tariff would vieolate a pledge made %o them. 59
During debates on the maln tariff bill, King declared that
he was not opposed to "imecidental protection" and that he
did not wish to be accused of desiring to break down and

destroy domestlc industry. Instead, he merely asked that

38 Ibid., XI, 3703 (Appendix), 332.
39 Ibid., XI, 638,
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the tariff bear equally on all parts of the eountry.‘o In
its final form, however, the bill provided for higher rates
and dlstribution. Klng, therefore, cast his vote against
it. After 1t had been passed by both houses of Congress, it
was vetoed by President Tyler becanse he opposed the distrie

bution featuro.41

Tyler, however, accepted a substitute
bill ealling for higher tariff rates but not ineluding the
alstribution feature.%? Thus the President, supported by
Eing and other Democrats, was able to win a halfeway victory
over the Yhigs by hlookiﬁg one of thelr pet measurea. But
Tyler'a.dsfinnco subjected him to attacks from that group
ginilar to attacks made on him the previous year after he
had prevented the creation of a national bank by vetoing the
two bank bills,%4d
King was one of Tyler's defenders while he was under
attack. At the time of the first bank veto, for example,
he defended Tyler agalnst the charge that he was a "weak,
vacillating, and faithless man."%® In July, 1842, King came
to his defense again when a New York Whig Committee presente

ed resolutions in the Senate condemning the FPresident and

40 Ibld., XI, 808.
42 Ibid., XI, 963.

43 Ibid., XI, 894-8963 %ashington Daily Natlonsal
Intelligencer, September 15, 1841.

44 Congressional Globe, X (Appendix), 3%1.
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expressing confldence in the ¥hig majority. King opposed
printing of the resolutiona because the whole purpose of the
petitioners was "o ecountenance and ercourage party meas-
ares” and to exhort those whom 1t favored to econtinue thelr
attacks on Tyler, And to suppress 1t would mot be to aupe
press legitimate public opinicn.*s .

Daring the Tyler administration, Xing defended the in-
terests of southerm slaveowners om a number of occasions.
¥hen a norhho;; senator moved that the word "slaves"™ be
stricken from a resolution before the Senate, he denounced
the "miserable, contemptible, and wretched fanatlecs® in the
country who were trying to invade the rights of the South
snd expressed regret that slavery had not been explicltly '
recognized in the constitution,4® In 1844, when a Massachue-

setts senator offered 2 resolution of his state leglslature

ealling for the abolition of slave representation by con-

stltutional amendment, King deelared that the adoption of

such 2 proposition would cruse sn irmmediate dissolution of
the union. The edoption of such 2 resolution by a state
legislature, he said, showed "a feeling of hostility" toward
southern institutions vhich, i1f persisted in, was designed
“to sap the very foundations of the government itself."

He saw too many cases of this type tending to create "unkind

45 Washington Deily HNetional Intelligencer, July 13,
1842,

46 Congressional Globe, XI, 115,
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feelings™ between the sections. He hoped, therefore, that
such agitation would cease so that people of the different
sections would not be further allemated. Any incendiary
movement, whether 1t emanated from a state legislature or
from individusl fanatles, deserved the condemmation and X
ecration of "every man devoted to the permanent existence of
the government"; the national government should be loocked
upon as a guardian of the interests of all the sections, 47

ﬁing resented not only the interference of northern
fonaties in southern affairs but also the interference of
the British government in the slave trade. He spoke out a=-
gainat British activities after some of the slaves from the
ship Creole had been freed at Nassan by British authorities
and after slaves had escaped from the Formosa under similar
circumstences. If Britain continued to commit such oute
rages, sald King, "nothing cbuld prevent collision" between
her and the United States.?® He alse objected to the
British claim of the right of visitation aboard American
ships for the purpose of detecting smugglers of slaves. It
was high time that the British should be forced to obey the
laws of nations and to respect American property and the

Amerlcan f1a5.49 King welcomed the ¥Yebster-Ashburton

47 1Ibid., XIII, 175-176.
48 Ibid., X, 47.
49 Ibid., X, 47; XII, 335,
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Treaty, negotiated in 1842 between Danlel Vebster and Lord
Ashburton, because 1t settled ouﬁatanding differences be-
tween the United States and Britsin, espeﬁialiy the much
disputed right of visitation. Aslﬁmth nations agreed in the
treaty to keep a naval foree of eighty guns on the coast of
Africa to enforce laws respecting the slave trade, the
British no longer found 1t neeessary to continue the "in-
tolerable" practice of visitation, 50

By 1844 the Texas question was becoming an important
topic of discussion; it, too, was closely related %o the
slavery issue., Although King went abroad before the Texas
debates had advanced very far, his letters, written both be-
fore and after he went abroad, show that he was a2 staunch
defender of annexation., He wrote in May, 1844, that no can-
didate for the Democratlc presidential nominatlen could win
the prigze unless he favored annexatlon and that he favored
James Buchanan for the place becasuse he was a supporter of
annexation.51 In Burope, as Minister to France, he worked
unceasingly to prevent European interference from wrecking
Americen plans to annex Texas.se He congratulated President

Tyler in September for his successful negotiation of an

50 Ibid., XII, 335,

51 King to David Hubbard, Masy 14, 1844, in George ¥%.
Campbell Fapers, Manuscripts Divislon, Library of Congress.
(Hereinafter ecited as Campbell Papers.)

52 Be¢e Chapter 7.
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annexation treaty and predicted that Tyler's patriotism and
statesmanship would be recognized when party prejudice had
subsided, 5%

In the early 1840's American eyes were turned not only
toward Texas but also toward the Oregon country which had
been jointly occupled by the Unlted States snd Great Britain
for many years. King expressed hlmself from time to time in
favor of the American claim to Oregon. On one ocecasion, he
sald the best course for the United States would be to take
possession of the country and hold it until all arguments
were settled gbaut its ownership. The country "must be .
ours," said King; for no foreign power could long hold pos-
session of any portion of the North American continent, 94
On another occaaioa,'ho declared that the United States owed
it to its citizens who wanted to go tolthe area "to protect
and encourage them." To exerecise the right of joint occu-
pancy was no more than the British were doing themselves,®
In France, King later took an active part in bringing about
the annexation of Oregon by working to prevent French ine

tervention during the negotiations between the United States

53 King to John Tyler, September 15, 1844, quoted in
Tyler, The Letters and Times of the Tylers, 2 volumes
(Richmond: V"hittet and Shepperson, 1885), 1L, 328,

54 Congressional Globe, XII, 105.

55 Ibid., XIII (Appendix), 103.
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and Great Britain,5®
¥hile Congress debated the tariff, distribution, and

other subjects, while queifions of foreign policy were being
settled, and while the ¥Yhigs made their attacks on President
Tyler, various hopefuls looked toward the 1844 campaign.
Among the persons who had ambitions for the Democratic vice
preside§t1a1 nomination was Willlam R. King. A? for part of
the Alabama Democratic press, in fact, he had been a candi-
date for 1844 almost as soon as the 1840 election was over.
A correspondent of the Tuscaloosa Flag of the Uniom, for ex-
ample, suggested Buchanan and King as the presidential and
vice presidential nominees as early as August, 1842; and the
Cahawba Democrat put the Qamo two names in nomination in the

fall of the same yearasv

Promoters of King pointed to his
long service in the Democratic ranks, his general popularie
~ ty, especially in the South, and his residence in the banner
southern state for the Democratlec Party.ss

King's candidacy for the vice presidency faced a seri-
ous obstacle in the South becanse John C., Calhoun was a
candidate for the Democratic presidential nomination. Since
it was generally sgreed that the Democratie ticket would

have to be balanced with a Nprtherner and a Southerner, the

56 See Chapter 7.

57 Tuscaloosa Flag of the Uniom, August 31, 184%;
ibid., October 5, 1842, guoting Cahawba Democrat.

88 Tuscaloosa Flag of the JUnion, Msy 10, 1843.
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Calhoun press in Alabama at an early date sought to set King
aside so that Calhoun would have a better chance for the
first office. The Montgomery Advertiser declared in lay,
18431

We like Col. King -« we respect him as a

private citizen and as a statesman, but

if he is to be used in Alabama to defeat

the nomination of Mr, Calhoun for the

Presidency, we now declare to the Flag

and its friends, that the friends of Mr.

Calhoun, 1f destined to fall, will go

down with thelr colors nalled to the

mast, The Vice Presidency we view as in-

significant, vhen compared with the great

interests which are involved in the lssue

of the Presidency,59
If King's friends continued to urge hls candidacy for the
vice presidency, such a course would "prostrate his well
earned reputation." The Greensboro Beacon cherged that sup-
porters of King were assoclating his name with that of
Martin Van Buren for purely selfish reasons. They were only
interested in promoting King's cause. Supporters of
Calhoun, it pointed out, would be glad %o support King if
they found Calhoun was out of the running for the presiden-
cy, but they could not support him so long as Calhoun had a
chance for the highest offieo.eo Suech, in general, was the
tone of the argument used by the Calhoun press so long as
Calhoan remained a candidate for the presidency. Calhoun

recognized that King stood in his way, for he wrote in 1842

59 Quoted in Mobile Reglster, May 23, 1843.
60 October 7, 1843.
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that King preferred Buchanan to himaelf.51 '
¥hile the Calhoun press attacked King's candidacy, the
Mobile Register, the Tuscaloosa Flag of the Union and other
newspapers stood up menfully for his cause. The Register

called opposition to King, Alabama's old and tried repre-
sentative, a political curiosity brought about by the sel-
fish desires of some to elevete Calhoun st all costs.®2
Early in 1843 the Flag of the Union put Van Buren and King
at the masthead aﬁd threw open its columns to their sup-
porters. In Hafemher it pointed out that Calhoun was une-
likely to win the presidency and that King as vice president
would give the cotton growlng interests some representation
in the executive department. As he was well known through-
out the country, he would bring strength to the ticket,83
Meetings throughout Alsbama in 1843 endorsed King's candi-
dacy, and the Alabama Democrsts in thelr 1843 convention

named Van Buren and King as thelir presidential and vice

61 Jameson, Calhoun Correspondence, 11, 512. King at-
tended a Charleston, South Carolina, meeting in March, 1843,

for the purpose of choosing & candlidate (Calhoun) for 1844,
but he refused to take a major part im the proceedlngs.
VWashington Dally Globe, March 18, 1843, quoting Charleston

Mercury.
62 December 16, 1842,

63 April 19, 1843, November 20, 1843.
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presidential oandidates.64 Thus in Alebama the forces op=-
posing King failed in thelr purpose of pushing him aside and
elevating Calhoun, The C,lhoun press charged that their
favorite had been unfairly treated. The "0ld Hunkers" had
had their way over the "Chivalry." A correspondent of the
Hontgomery Alabama Journal declared that Calhoun had been
laid on the shelf and that the gallant and chivalric leaders
had submitted as guletly as thelr dictatiﬁg friends on the
"pight wing" could have asked,®?

In addition to his strength in Alabama, King received
support in other states. He never developed the strength
in Pennsylvania, however, that he had built up in 1840, The
Tuscaloosa Democratic Ggzette reported in Aprll, 1844, that
he was popular in Hew Hampshire, New York, and Maine and
that demonstrations had been made in his favor in Virginia,
North Carolina, Illinois, and Missouri. The Raleigh
Standard in his native North Carolina pointed to his "vigiw
lant, ective, intelligent end firm" service as a senator

and to his distinguished work as presiding officer of the

64 Tuscaloosa Flag of the Union, May 3, November 15,
22, 18433 Tuscaloosa ggggbgﬁfb ﬁg:sttg, December 21, 1843,
Efforts to substitute Calhoun for Ven Buren and James K,
Polk end Amos Kendall for King were defeated at the Ala-
bama Convention. Democratic Gazette, December 28, 1843,

65 Montgomery Alabama Journal, December 13, 1843. The
"Chivalry® was & name spplied to the Calhoun faction, and
the "Hunkers" were moderate Democrats,
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Senate.%6 The Newvport, New Hampshire, ggggg'ggg Spectator
preferred King so that in the event the Preslident should die
the country would not be "ashemed at, nor disgraced by" his
elevation to the office, It called him a Democrat of the
old "war school," who had been true "in all times and sea=
sons, in adversity as well as prosperity."®’

About the beginning of 1844 the question of the vice
presidency began to abttract considerable attentiom at the
national level, At least two other aspirants proved to be
strong candidates along wlth Kings Jemes Knox Polk and
Richard Hentor Johnson. A correspondent, writing over the
name "Amicus"™ in the Washington Globe of January 8, 1844,
called attention to the need for more consideration of the
vice presidential question. As the presidential candidate
had already been decided, he said, the vice presidential
nomination was the most importent business that would come
before the 1844 convention. Two principles should governm
the selection of the vice presidential nomineet he should be
a Jackson man, and he should be & Southerner, There were
two leading Democrats from the South, however, and the
choiece would have to be made between them. "Amicus" sug-
gested eriteria, therefore, which could be used in judging
whether Folk or King should be the cholce of the convention,

66 Quoted in Tusecaloosa Flag of the Union, April 5,
1843,

v
67 Guoted in Tuscaloosa Flag of the Union, June 7,
1843,
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Both men, he pointed out, were North Carolinians; both had
presided over thelr respective houses of Congress; both had
good character end abllity; both had been supporters of
Jackson., But "Amicus" felt that King had cleims which en-
titled him to first considerationt he was an older and =
more experienced mang he had served much longer in Congress
than Polk and had served in both houses; his serviece in the
Senate had enabled him to learn more about the “"science and
practice” of government; he came from a state that had ex-
pressed a preference for Van Buren and had conslstently
voted the Demoerstic tieket. In the contest ahead the De-
moeraecy had "no compliments to spare" for en unfortunate
public man who could not bring his own state into the Demow
cratic fold.sa

A friend of Folk answered "Amicus" over the signature
"A Tennessee Democrat," King, said the "Tennessee Demo=
erat,® had served longer in Congress, but he had left little
impress on the records of the country. King could never
live down the faet that he had voted for the Bank of the
United States in 1816 even though he-had sines changed his
views. Polk, on the other hand, had been one of the most
loved and the feared of Jackson's supporters, especlally
when he was Speaker of the House. Folk was sound on all is-

sues. FPolk's presence on the ticket would help to carry the

68 %“ashington Dailly Globe, January 8, 1844,
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doubtful state of Tennessee whereas King came from a state
that was already assured to the Demoerats. Folk, moreover,
had egual or greater strength than King in other states,®®

"Amicus" rejoined that "Tennessee Demoerat"” had made a
mistake in attacking King's record and character and declar-
ed that at least a hundred men had claims equal to those of

7°‘ "Tennessee Demcerat" replied that

Polk for preference.
Polk had served the party well and had attracted more atten-
tion then King, whose activities had been confined to the
"eloset and couneil chembers.” Tennessee was a prize to be
won, &nd Polk was the maen best sulted to accomplish that
purpose.’* "Amicus" elosed the correspondence by deeclaring
that he hed aecompllished his purpose in arousing interest
in the contest. King, he sald, would do nothing to secure
his own advancement, Though at the vortex of the politiecal
whirl, he never talked about the subject and was willing to -
let the people declde, 2 :
King himself was taking a keen interest im political
developments., In December, 1843, he wrote that Van Buren
waa.deoidodly the Democratic favorite for Fresident and that
he was probably destined to be the party nominee., Calhoun's

prospects, 1f he had ever hed any, had been ended along with

69 Ibid., Januasry 15, 1844,
70 Ibid., January 19, 1844,
71 Ibid., Jesnuary 22, 1844,
72 Ibid., Febrnary 14, 1844,
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those of Buchanan. Ag regards himself, there was "good
reason to belleve" that he would be placed on the ticket as
the vice presidential nominee, but he was willing to let
other arrsngements be made for the good of the oauaa.vs
About the same time Andrew Jackson was writing Van Buren
that although King hﬁd been nominated by Alsbama and North
earollgg he would be dropped und the preference given to
Poiﬁ; Polk, sald Jackson, was the strongest snd truest man
who could be found in the South,’¢ Franeis P, Blair wrote
Jackson from Vashington in December that the choice would
probably be confined to Folk and King if Van Buren continued
to be the leading presidential candidate.’® Still feeling
that Van Buren would be the presidentlial nominee, King wrote
friends in Alabama in January, 1844, urging that supporters
of Calhoun throw thelr influence behind Van Buren. Any die
vision 1n Democratic ranks, he warned, might result in
defeat. Defeat would rivet upon the country "the curse of
Vhig domination" and "all those odious and unconstitutional
measures for which Clay and Company ha/d/ beem struggling
for meny years."’® In Februsry Jackson wrote that Polk and

73 King to Catharine Ellis, December 12, 1843, King
Collection.

74 Jackson to Ven Buren, November 29, 1843, cuoted in
Bassett, Jackson Correspondence, VI, 246.

76 Bleir to Jackson, December 16, 1843, cuoted in
1bid. L] VI’ 250.

76 King to A, G. Mabry, Jenuary 13, 1844, in possession
of Laurence Tipton, Selma, Alabama,
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King would be the strongest candldates for vice president,
but by Msrch Eing had about given up hope of being made the
 party nominee., A movement in the Permsylvsnia Convention
in favor of Richard M. Johnson had given the Kentucky leader
aldcoidod advantage.at the Baltimore Convention. The party,
therefore, would probably have "the old Candidates, and “the
0ld issues." 77

Shortly thereafter, however, an event occurred that
made King's predictions unlikely, for late in April there
appeafcd in print Martin Van Buren's now famous letter in
which he opposed the annexation of Texas. This letter made
him unacceptable to many Southerners and made 1t improbable
that he would obtain a two-thirds majority in the Way con-
vention. Van Buren's loss of support caused both King and
Budhﬁnan to revive thelr hopes that one or both might be
chosen for the presidency or viece presidency. %¥riting from
New York on May 10, after he had been chosen Ninister to
France, King told Bachanan that he felt Van Buren would be
dropped, probably with his own consent. Although Van Buren
might have strength In New York, he would lose in the South
and ﬁeshal King had warned the Wew York leaders that Van
Buren could probably carry only Alabama im the South. Under
the circumstances, he hoped Buchanan would not object to

77 Jackson to Martin Van Buren, February 7, 1844,
quoted in Bassett, Jackson Correspondence, VI, 258-25¢;
King to Catharine Ellis, Eﬁroh 15, 1844, King Collection.
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having his name brought forward for the presidency and that
he would allow the delegates at Baltimore to judge for them-
selves whether he was suitable for the nomination.’® Four
days later, he wrote Buchanan that if Ven Buren persisted
in running for the presidency he would bring upon the party
a "shameful defeat." If he released hls delegates, however,
Buchanan's nomination would be "rendered certain" becaunse
none of the other candidates were as nceeptable-as he.79

On the same day, King wrote to David Hubbard, a dele-
gate from Alabama to the Baltimore Convention, expressing
doubt that Ven Buren would be able to win the election after
his letter opposing ammexation. Very many in the country,
he said, feeling that the annexationm questiom was of "more
1mportanc§ %0 the prosperity & safety of our country, than
all others put together,” would refuse to support Van Buren.
Even if Van Buren withdrew, the convention would have to
choose between numerous contenders, including Fresident
Tyler who had aprarently decided to take the field. Tyler
could not win against the regulsrly chosen candidates, but
ﬁighh receive votes that would have an effect on the elec~
tion results. As a possible candidate to replace Van Buren,
King pointed to the gualifications of Buchanan, who favored

irmediate annexatlion and would mdce an "2ble & safe

78 King to Buchanan, lay 10, 1844, Buchanan Collectilon.
79 King to Buchanan, May 14, 1844, Buchanen Collection.
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President.” Buchsnan, he felt, would be the strongest
available candidate because he could carry Fennsylvania.
Eing advised party unlty because 1t alone could save the
country from Vthig rule, 80

In the Hubbard letter, King revealed that his hopes of
becoming the vice presidential nominee had revived. IHe
wrote Hubbard that if Buchanan were made the presidential
candidate, he would be gratified to be his running mate,
"not so much from any desire for office, 2s from I think a
well founded bellief, that it would ald the cause in the
South; particularly im No. Carolina, now the most doubtfull
of the Southern States." Hls absence from the country, he
felt, should mot be used against him sinee no person worthy
of high office should ever disgrace himself by taking the
field as a stump orabtor anyw&y;al

Neither Buchanan's nor ;133'3 hepes were gratified by
the convention; for, after a deadlock produced by Van
Buren's fallure to win a twoethirds majority, James K, Pblk,
King's old opponent for the vice presldency, was glven the
presidential nomination. Simce Folk waa a southern man and
political bargeins called for a northern mamn for the vice

presidency, King's name was never brought before the

80 King to David Hubbard, May 14, 1844, Campbell Col-
lection.

8l lbid.
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convention, Instead, George Mifflin Dallas of Pennsylvania
was choaag as the Demoeratie vice presidentisl nominee,52
The Yhigs chose Hénry Clay and Theodore Frelinghuysen to
oppose the Democratic agndidates.

Before the Democratic convention met King had left the
country on his mission to France. In order to accept the
post he had given up the Senate seat which he had held so
long and which he valued so highly., He did so at the re-
quest of a President elected by the ¥hig Party even though
he had refused a simllar appointment offered him by Van
Buren: His misgivings upon leaving the Senate are revesled -
in his letter of resignation., King wrote Alabama Governor
BenjJjamin Fitzpatrick:

In relinguishing the situation I held, .
and accepting of the highly responsible
office to which I have been appolnted,

I yielded to the opinion and advice of
friends on vhom I rely, and not from any
desire of office on my part. They were
indnced to believe that I could at this
particular perlod more effectually sub-
serve the great interests of our coun-
try, and especlally those of my honored
State, by accepting this office, than by
remaining In the Cenate.... But, 1 am
free to say that 1t was with this hope
alone that I consented to abandon a more
honorable station -- one every way con-
genial to my feellngs -- and for a season
to place myself far distant from my home,
my country end friends,83

82 Tuscaloosa Democratic Gazette, June 10, 1844,

: 83 King to Fitzpatrick, April 11, 1844, quoted in Tus=-
caloosa Demoeoratlc Gazette, May 1, 1844,
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After King left the United 3tates, he continued to take
an interest in the presidentisl campaign. Before he heard
that the tlde had turned in favor of Polk and Dallas, he
vrote Duchanan that they were h;; selectlons for the ticket;
Dallas had brought no strength to the ticket, nor did elther
of the men have the weight and influence throughout the
country needed for winning an election, If Buchanan.had
been the nominee, Clay would not have been elected. As it
was, the question was aoubtful, B4 Later he welcomed news
that Polk and Dallas had united the country and, with the
help of the Texas cuestlon, were carrying all before them.
He was espeecially glad, for he would have looked upon the
election of Clsy "as a death blow" to American prosperity,
1f not "to the Covernment 1tself."8% yhen he received news
that Polk and Dallas had carried New York, Virginia, and
Pennsylvenia, and probably the election, he expressed grati-
fication that the country had been ssved from the "dicta-
toriel rule of Harry of the vest," 86

In January, 1845, King expressed fear for the coming
administration., Seeds of strife, he wrote Buchanan, had

84 King to Buchansn, November 14, 1844, Buchanan Col-
lection.

86 King to Johmn C. Calhoun, /November, 1844/, quoted
in Jameson, Calhoun Correspondence, I1I, 988.

86 King to John C. Calhoun, November 29, 1844, quoted
in Chauncey Samuel Boucher and Hobert Freston Brooks, Cor-

respondence Addressed to Johm C. Calhoun, Annual Revort of
the Americsn Historical Asscclation for i9§§, P. «BO.
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already been sown in the Democratic Party. Calhoun would be
seeking to comtrol the perty, and Benton, Cass, and others
would be aeeking to exert their influence also, Only if
Polk took the helm of state im his own hands, regardless of
¢liques or sections, would he be able to succeed. If he
wavered, his administration would fail, and the divided
party would go down with him, Xing advised Buchanan to ac-
cept the post of Seeretary of State in a well-chosen cabinet
es hls acceptance would be a means of restoring harmony in
the party., King ealled on Buchanan to use his influence to
secure revision of the Tariff of 1842 so 23 to put sn end to
atrife over the tariff issue. Sald King:

Were the Tariff question arranged upon

liberal principles; and o0ld J. 4. and

his abolition brethren in H__L; we

should hear no more of a dissolution of

our Union; which has been so often

threatened by Fanaties, & fools, thst it

begins to be seriously belleved, even by

well infermed persons im Burope, that

the Republic eoannot last,B87

After the Polk administration had been organized and

had proved to be working well, King expressed satiasfaction
at Polk's determination to know mno clioue or parties within
the Democratic ranks, Put firmmess was still needed to keep
the same course, for various leaders would look out mostly
for their own interests. Outside the Cabinet, Calhoun would

give only lukewarm support to the administration, and Van

87 King to Buchanan, January 28, 1845, Buchanan Col-
lection.
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Buren was dissatisfied with the appointments that had been
given to his group. Benton, Cass and Voodbury, he felt,
would also be looking out for themselves, and Walker would
be working to secure promotion of his relative Dalles to the
presideney. All in all, he found much room for intrigue and
dissension within the administration,88

Before his appointment as Minister to France, Eing had
been a leader of the opposition sgalnst Henry Cley's ¥hig
progrem, He had opposed repeal of the Independent Treasury
Act, reestablishment of a nationsl bank, tarir; inereases,
and diatribuiioa. He had fought to prevent the Clay machine
from restricting the minority in debate and had defended
President Tyler after he came under attack for his state
rights views. Certalnly, then, King had performed his work
well as opposition senator. Vell did he deserve mention as
a potentlial Democratic vice presidential nominee and ap=-
pointment to the Court of France by Tyler,

88 King to Buchanen, April 30, 1845, Buchanan Collec~
tion,




	IMG_20150618_0001
	IMG_20150618_0002
	IMG_20150618_0003
	IMG_20150618_0004
	IMG_20150618_0005
	IMG_20150618_0006
	IMG_20150618_0007
	IMG_20150618_0008
	IMG_20150618_0009
	IMG_20150618_0010
	IMG_20150618_0011
	IMG_20150618_0012
	IMG_20150618_0013
	IMG_20150618_0014
	IMG_20150618_0015
	IMG_20150618_0016
	IMG_20150618_0017
	IMG_20150618_0018
	IMG_20150618_0019
	IMG_20150618_0020
	IMG_20150618_0021
	IMG_20150618_0022
	IMG_20150618_0023
	IMG_20150618_0024
	IMG_20150618_0025
	IMG_20150618_0026
	IMG_20150618_0027
	IMG_20150618_0028
	IMG_20150618_0029
	IMG_20150618_0030
	IMG_20150618_0031
	IMG_20150618_0032
	IMG_20150618_0033
	IMG_20150618_0034
	IMG_20150618_0035

