
CHAPThR VIII 

RETURN TO THE SENATE 

\ hil e in France King cont inued to t ake an a ctive i n­

terest in political aff airs at homo. Though hi · chief con­

cern ''"as that of foreign relationtl , he kept in closa touch 

v·i th othor development s . In 1845, for exanpl c , he advised. 

James Buchanon to use his infl uence in securing doYm.ward 

rev1 3ion of the t ariff of 1842, pointing out that advant ages 

\"Oul c come t o the Uni tod St ates in the f orm of reduced soe­

tional friction and increao ed trade . 1 Lator he ~rote that 

~ir Robert Peel t a plan for redu cing English duties v·ould 

open up "the best mar\tet in the world to t he provisions of 

the United States . " 2 He deplored divisions which threaten­

ed to split the Democratic Party and factional disputes 

\hich developed nmong party members over tho Texas ouestion 

and t ho Oregon botmdary d1spute . 3 From time to t ime , he 

a.dvlsed B,:tehonan to conduct his work as Secretf'ry of St llte 

l"·i s ely and wel l so that he might obtain the prosidentinl 

nominatton 1n 1848, and he advi s ed agains t &~ehanan ' s ac-

ceptance of a proffered federal judgeship whi ch woul d remove 

1 King to Buchanan, J ~unry 28 , 1845, in Ja~es Buchanan 
Collection, Eis.torlcal Society of rennsyl von! a . (Herein ­
after cite~ as Buchanan Collection. ) 

2 King to DuchanQil , J'l.nuary 27 , 184@, B<lChannn Col­
lection, ~istorical Society of Pennsylvania . 

3 Klng t o ..:.>""chanun , Uover..ber 28 , 1815, J ·Jly 15 , 1846, 
Buchanan Collection, Hiotori cal Society of Pennsyl vania. 
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him from polit1cs . 4 

King also mnnifested a desire to return to the United 

St ates 8enate . Realizing that he would be recal led if Henry 

Clay ~ere elected to the presidency in 1844 , King expressed 

the desire to return to the Senate if such ~ere the case. 5 

In tho meantime , Dixon Hal l Lowia had been appointed t o oc­

capy King ' s seat until tho next meeting of the Al abama l eg­

islature. \ ~en the legisl at ure met in 1844 to el ect a sena­

tor, the Democrats held a caucu s to decide w'hetner to s..tp­

port Lewis or someone el se for the remaining t vto years of 

King ' s term. Klng ' s friends brought his name before the 

caucus but ithdrew i t VJhen they found that Lewi s VIas gen­

erally · the favorite of party member s . Lewis becrune t he 

Democrati c nominee by an overwhel ming vote and vent on t o 

de:fea.t the \ hig candidate Arthur Francis Hopkins for the 

Senate seat . Levli s ' vi ctory over all opposi t1on in the , 

Democratic caucus was gener al ly interpreted as a victory of 

the extremists and a defeat for moderate Democrats . 6 

4 King to Buohannn, January 27 , ~ebruary 28 , 1846, 
Buchanan Collection, Historical Soci ety of Pennsylvania . 

5 Hillia.rd ~ . Judge to John C. Calhoun, rec cmber 6 , 
1844 , in Chauncey Samuel Boncber e..l'ld Robert Preston Brooks , 
eds ., Correspondence Addressed 1£ John C. Calhoun 1837-1§!2, 
Annu al Report 2f ~ runerican Historical As sociation fQ£ ~ 
Year 1929 , p . 268 . (Hcrein,\ft er citeu as Boucher and 
Brooks;-Galboun C ~rrosDondence .) 

6 Clement Cl aiborne Cl ay to Cl ement Comer Cl ay, Decem• 
ber , 1844 , in Clay Papers, Luke University Library ; Hilliard 
M. Judge to John C. Calhoun , December 6 , 1844, Boucher and 
Brooks , Calhoun Correspondence , p . 268; .n..obi le Register , 
December 25 , 1844 . 
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The short t erm to which Le•.is had been elected was to 

e pire in March, 1847 , and interest in the contest ror the 

next full t erm never died down . Buchanan and Alabama 's 

other senator, Arthur P. Bagby, kept King informed abo~t the 

s1 tuati.on in Al abama. King contemplated returning from 

Paris when he heard that the el ection for the next full t erm 

might be held late in 1845~ but • remembering that he had 

~ritten letters to leading men in Alabama saying that he 

would not return before the following spring, he docided a­

gainst it . He feared that to hasten homo woul d prejudice, 

r ather than advance, his prospects . Too , he reali zed that 

he was not suff'iciently informed about the state of public 

feeling i n Alab8ma and feared that the legislature might de­

cline to support him. Said Ki ng: f'To return and find mysel f 

set aside for another; or to be presented for the situation, 

and beaten, would be to me truly mortify1ng . "7 Al though 

King 's friends determined to support him for the post , King 

wrote Buchanan that he feared his absence from the country 

~ould be fatal to his prospects . 8 His fears were unneces­

sary, however, because the legislature chose not to hold the 

senatorial el ection in 1845 . Hearing that the el ection had 

been postponed, King wrote that postponement would eive him 

a fa1r prospect of success . He declared that he ~ould be 

7 King to Buchanan, September 29 , 1845, .B11chano.n Col­
lection, Historical Society of Pennsylvania. 

8 King to Buchanan, November 28 , 1846 , ~~chanan Col­
lection, Historical ~ ociety of Pennsylvania . 
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"trul y gratified to be reinstated 1n the Senate, " and ex­

pressed hope that hi s friends ould use their influence to 

prevent a special session of the legi s lature from being 

called to choose a successor for Lewis before he coul d reach 

home . 9 Weary of his post in Franc e , King wrote Buchanan, 

uMost sincerely do I -wish that we had both remained in the 

Senate. nl O King arrived in the lJnited St tes in November, 

1846, only to learn that the el ection had again been post­

poned. Consequentl y , the rivalry bet~een King and Le is for 

the leadership o£ the Al abama Democratic Party cont1n~ed fo r 

another yenr wi th bot h aspirants present on the field of 

battle. 

Since King was very popular throughout Alabama, hia 

name was prominently mentioned !'or v·arious offices both be­

fore and aft er he returned from Fr ance . As early as July , 

1846, he ~as mentioned as a suitable candidate for the ~ov­

ernorship , and in November a rumor gained currency that 

Arthur P. Bagby , Al abama 's second senator , woul d resign to 

fol low King as Minis ter to France and that King woul d take 

his Senate seat.11 About the same time a movement developed 

9 King to Buchanan , ~arch 28, 1846, BuChanan Collec­
tion , 111stor1cv.l Society of' Pennsylvania . 

10 King t o Buchanan, Apri l 30, 1846 , Buchanan Col lec­
tion, Hist orical Society of Pennsylvania . 

11 Tuscnloo oa State Jourona.l .ru.l£ l''l ag , July 10, 1846; 
llt.mtsville Southern Advocate, December 24 , 1846 . Bagby ' s 
resignation did not t ake plnce . 
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in some of the Democratic p~ess t o s ecure Ki ng ' s nomination 

for t he gov ernorship in 1847 . These newspapers favored his. 

candidacy on the grounds that his presence on the ti cket 

•ould streng then the Democrati c Party for the critica l 1847 

election.12 Some supported King for more devious reasons . 

"Civ1 s , 11 writing in . t he Huntsvi-lle Democra t , pointed out 

that King ' s candidacy was being promoted by pret ended 

fri ends ~ho wanted him to be shunted i nto the governorship 

so that he v.ould not oppose Le~is in t h e 1847 senator i a l 

election.13 Some newspapers showed outright ho s tility to­

ward King . .i:'or example , t he Talladega '11atchtov.er declared : 

nit seems t o us that there ought to be some period in the 

life of a publ ic man , when he and his fri~nds shoul d be 

willing to see him become a mere pr i vate citi zen, and should 

cease to manifest a disposi tion to gi ve him a monopol y of 

every office suited to his t aste. ul4 

~bile these discussions wer e going on, King l ived in 

retirement at his home nea r Selma and visited friends and 

relatives at Mobile and 1usca l oos a . He wa s inactive much 

of t he time during t he winter of 1847- 1848 because of a 

12 Hunt s ville Democr · t , January 6 , 1847. 

13 Dec ember 30, 1846. 

14 Q~oted in Huntsville Democra t , January 6 , 1847. 
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severe case of inf luenza.15 Although there as much talk of 

his being chosen governor , hi s re~l goal seems al~ays to 

hnve been his old sea t in the Senate . 

During hi a retirement King continued to gi ve advice to 

Buchan~ about national affairs . Deprecating wr angling that 

was going on in Congress , ~e enid that a l arge part of t he 

Democra tic membership v.ould "disgrace t he tenant s of a Lu ­

natic Asyl um. " They seemed to be interested onl y in b~1ld­

ing up or tearing down men, not in looking after t he g reat 

interests of t he country . 16 

Ki ng wrote Buchanan in 1'1ebrua.cy , 1847 , that the Mexican 

~ar should be clos ed a t the earli est pra cticabl e tnoment and 

·1pon any terms that were honorable . He considel•ed the war 

unfortunate becau s e it cost . lives and money and made t h e 

f~erican people unf it for civil life and led them to desire 

military leaders f or the chief offi ces of t he country . He 

feared that 1 t -,.ould become a war of e termination and hoped 

that the Jnited States woul d of fer peace t erms that cou l d be 

a ccepted by Mexico , a proud but f e eble nation. Let tlle 

united S ~qtes show its magnanimity now tha t it h ad shovm its 

1 5 King to J ames Buchnnan , F 0 brua.ry 10~ 18 47 , fu chanan 
Collection, llistorlcal Society of ~ennsylvan1a; King to 
Catharine Ellis, Februa ry 10, 1847 t 1n ~· illia..-rn R. King Col­
lection, Al abama Department of Archives and History. {Here­
inafter cited as King Collection. ) See also Huntsville 
Democrat , J anuary 6, 18 47 . 

16 King to Buchanan, February 10, 1847, Buchanan Col~ 
lection, Historical Society of Pennsylvania . 
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power . In doing s o it could free itsel.f .f~om the charge 

that it was a grasping nation, ready to seize upon territory 

belonging to its neighbors r egardless of right . King wanted 

.no t errl tory acquired which woul d cause the Jout h to be in­

a 1lted by the • ilmot Proviso , but he want ed t h e South t o 

have eortfili ty in all terri tory ac qui red by the pea ce treaty. 

He wrote Buehal1an: 

, e are gross ly calumniated when charged 
with being activated by the dosiro o.f 
a cquiring Territory, for the extension 
of the area of Sl avery . But we cannot; 
and v:e will not consent :~ to be excluded 
from a f air participation 1n al l that 
belongs , or may hereaft er be !l.OQ11ired 
by t he J oi nt effort s of t he confederacy . 
rerfect eo~nlity ; a s secured by the con­
stituti on, is all we desire -- and that 
v•e will have , in desplght of' po11 t .t cal 
and f anatical Demagogues .1'7 . 

ln .October, 1847, after General Yinfiel d ScQtt ha~ ca~­

tured Mexico City , King became worried l est the Mexicans 

· oul d not accept peac e terms honorable to the Vnited St ates . 

Ther e was rea son to f ear that the vzaz• might still become a 

stal emate . Already he was heDring cries of di ssatisf acti on. 

Aaditiona.l military victories were needed to keep the var 

spirit alive . He vished that the United St ates had a sked 

f or only a strip of New Mexi co and Upper Californi a . Th~,n 

Mexico woul d have been satisfie~ an~ t ho \ ilmot Proviso 

might have been put to reqt •18 King v;an highly gr atified 

17 King t o duchanan, ~ebruary 10 , June 11 , 1847 , 
B~chanan Coll e ction , Historical Society of Pennsylvania. 

18 King to Buchanan , October 5 , 184'7 , Buchanan Collec­
t i on, Historical ..3oeiety of Pennsylvania . 
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when the Treaty of Guadelupe Hidal go brought the war to an 

end . By the treaty t he United St ates acquired a vast terri­

tory 1n the Southwest whieh, as King had feared , led to a 

serious sectional controversy over slavery in t he territo­

r1es ;l9 

In the mennt1me , the Al abwma Democratic Convention had 

met on May 3 , 1847 , with the Lelis-Yancey faction in con­

trol. King was a delegate from Da.ll A.s 0o11nt y and was chosen 

president of the convention by acclamat1on . 20 On taking the 

chair he made ~ speerih urging harmony and conciliation and, 

according to a erit1c, cleverly insinuating "that he ~as now 

out of empl oyment , and woul d take great pleasure 1n serving 

the dear people once more . "21 Early in the convention a 

delegate moved t hat King be nominated for governor by accla­

mation. 22 Two groups ~ould have supported him if he had 

chosen to seek the nomination : his real friends who earnest-

ly wanted hlm to be gover nor , and Le~1s ' fri ends ~ho knew 

that 1f King wer e elected governor Levi s ' reelection to the 

Senate woal d be certain. King foi l ed the Lewis supporters 

by v.1 t hdr e.Y ing his name from consiaer ation. To keep out of 

19 See Chapter 9 . 

20 Journal 2f the Democratic Convention Ll8417 <LMont­
gomery , 18 4Q/} , pp. 1-2~ {HereinaftQr cited as Convention 
Journal (lq47} .) 

21 Hunt svi lle So·1.thorn Advocate, May 21 , 1847, quoting 
the Tal l adega \.atchtower. 

22 Convention Jo~lrn .. \1 (1847) , p • 4- 5 . 
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t ho n et set for him without o1"fend1ng anyone caused King "no 

little d1fficu lty . n23 

After King ' s withdrawal , the convent i on nominated 

Reuben Chapman , vhose name had been presented by Yancey, for 

the governorship . 24 Th~ nomination cnrried e. g r oo. t e.c> import 

than mere peraonal succesa for Chapm:m, fo r it mnr ked the 

ascendancy of a grea t national policy. Le·is , Yancey , nnd 

Chapman were · per sonal friends and poli t i cal alli es , differ­

ing from King on the subject of state right s . They o t l d 

allow King to b e presi dent of t he convention, or even gover­

nor i f he had .desirea it , but they woul~ not pet•mit him to 

unseat Levis in the Sen ate without a f ight . The par ty pl at -

form showed the direction Alabama Democrets ,.,ere t alci ng . 

Some of the resol ution s , framed by Yancey , foreshadov'ed the 

f amous Alabama Pl atfol~ of 1848 . The n i nth resolution, fo r 

exampl e , decl ared: 

Any t erritory a cqui red [Jrom Mexicgl will 
become the eommon property of the States 
of the Union, and ~11 be hel d by the 
general government as their j oint agen t 
and r epresontative; having no r i ght to 
make laws or do any a cts v.hat ever , ~hlch 
shall directly or by their effects make 
any dincril1ination bet\:e en the States of 

23 King vO Buchanan, June 11 , 1847 , 3uchanan Col lec­
tion, Historic .1 $oc1ety of Pennsylvania. 

24 Convention Journal (1847 ) , pp . 5~6 . 
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meot the hnted doct rine of the '. 1lmot Proviso . Alabama Dem­

ocrats for.cnulated a so11thern absol ute of equel rlghts in the 

territories to .meet the northern absolute of no slavery in 

the territories . King agreed in general with the re~:wlu­

t1ons. He v1rote Buchnn!in that the '3outh ·ould not consent 

ttto be ' excl uded from a fair purtieipation" in territory to 

be acc;,llired, and that it desired and -,o.l l d have at r-11 coats 

"perfoct equalit y , ns seclJ.r•ed by the constituti.on."26 

Durin~ the months following tne May conven ti·on , King 

looked forv•ard to belng elected to the Senate ~~hen the l eg­

~ slature met in Nov~mber . In June h~ wrote that he ~ ould be 

supported b ••a. very l arge proportion of the Dcmoert~ ts of 

tho next Legisl ature" and that the l.higs seemed generally to 

desire that he be ~reinstated in t he Senate . " 27 He fe~rod, 

hoT ever , that Lev·is ' support ers ' ou l d s eek to hol d the el ec-

tion of both senators a t the same sesoion so that they could 

25 Convention J ournal (1847) , p. 7 ; JohO ~ltherspoon Du 
Bose, rrn.e Life ~ '1'1 es £! ~.illlam Lowndes Yancey . A His­
t ory of ¥oliticul Parties !a the United St~tes ~ 1834 to 
1864; ~specially ~ t o vhe Crigin 2£ the ConfeCerat6 3tates , 
t vol.,mes . Reprint TNew York: Peter .::>rni th , 1942 ) , l ; 203-
204 . {Hereinafter cited as vu Boso , Ynnce~ . ) The t~o fac­
tions in tho Part y v. ere called the H1lnk er s and the Chi valry. 
Alng led the EQOkcrs and ~ewi s the Chlvalry . 

26 King to B~c~nnan , J~e 11 , 1847 , ruchanan Collec­
tion , Historical dociety of Penn3ylvan1a . 

27 Alng to Cathar ine Ellis , June 6 , 1847 , King Coll ec­
tion, Alabana Depart ment of Archives and History . 
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25 Convention Journal (184?), p . ? ; JohO Vitherspoon Du 
Bose , ~ Life ~ 'J.li . es of ~ 11liam Lo~'ndes Yancey . A His­
tory of Political Parties ~ 1h& United ~t~ t es f!2m 1834 to 
!.§§.!; .~.;.speci ally ll vO , he Crigin of lli Confederate. .:3tates, 
~ vol,,nes . Rep-rint TNew York: Pet or Smith, 19'12) , i ; 203-
204 . (Eera1nafter oiteQ as ~u Bose , Ynncex .} ~he tv.o fac­
tions in the Party v ere called the Huf'l_kers a.nd the Chi valT'y . 
King led the R~kers and Lewis the Chivalry . 

26 King to B4chana.n, June 11, 1847 , Buchrnan Collec­
tion , Historical $oclety of Pennsylvania . 

2? Aing to Catharine 1;,111 s , June 6 , 184?, King Coll ec­
tion, \labama Department of Archives and Hiotory. 



275 

bargain awo.y Bagby ' s seo.t in exchange !'or support of Le~ds 

f or tho othel" seat . King believed that he ~.m.tlcl be able to 

dGfeo.t Lewis if he a ccepted ~··hig support , bllt refused to 

see1c their aid·. " I mu<Jt be the choice of the Democr acy, » he 

declared, ''or I shall continue in p"!'i vate life. H 28 I n 

£ ugust md September he traveled in the mountain~ of North 

Alabamn partly to re~ tore hi s health and partly to confer 

ith fri ends about bis political prospects in tho coming e­

lection . King \. rote confidently in October that hi s elec-

tion wao certain unlean the representatives played the peo­

ple f alse. He eoubted that the plAn of t e Le is faction 

to bargain away Bagby' a seat t o the \ higs v·ould ,••ork beco.use 

the t wo groups coul d not trust ea ch other . Jono of the 

\' higs , in fact , hnd pl edged to vote for K1ng in order to v.in 

their on alection. 29 

Al nbB.l7la newspapers took great interes t in the bitter 

c ~JJr.pa1gn betv.een IU.ng and Lew-ls , although some expressed re-

gret that the two distinguished Lemocrnts »ere pitted a­

gainst each other . The l hig pre~s , an ~ rule , did not in­

tc~fere in favor of either candidate but noted the private 

quarrel "Y 'i thin the Democr atic ranks . The Democr atic press 

divided 1 t s support between King and Lewis . La.ch g roup 

28 King to James Buchanan, Juno 11 , 1847 , Buchanan Col­
lection, Historical ~ooiety of F' ennsylvani a . 

29 King to Buchanon, October 5 , 1847 , nuchanan Coll ec­
tion , Historical Society of lennsyl vania; see al so Hunts­
ville Lemocrat , September 1 , 1847. 
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defended its favorite and bittorly ottJcked his rival . f aCh 

group nought ' big help and costigated the oth er for attempt­

ing to cio so. Le,< is was attacked chiefly because of h1 s 

close ties ~ith John C. CAlhoun and his a lleged disloyalty 

to the f-ol k admin1 s tration. King ws.s 'l ttacke<.'i bec<1uoe o£ 

the barrenness of hio long political carcer . 30 

Techniques of the press campaign are well lllu::'\trated 

in the columns of the Mobile Register, one of King ' s strong­

est supporters . rrhe Register charged t he pro - Lewis press 
' 

with att~1pting to coerce legiolators into voting f or their 

candidate by threats an! denunciations and in October threu 

i t s col umns open to King supporters . It printed a l etter 

from a corr espondent who said that the Sen ate needed men 

,.true to the South, " but men ~·ho a t the same time had 11a 

just estimate of the union of t he Sto.test' and appreciated 

1 ts "priceless v:.l ue . u Such a. man \\as King . 31 The Regi Rter 

called King ~a wi se "nu s afe legislator , a cool and saga­

cious statesman -- and emphatically .!, !!!fill to be t rusted . " 

Charging that t he Sennte as controlled by a small Calhoun 

faction ·which held the balance of power , it nsked· if Alabama 

wanted to increase factional ism by retaining Lewis , a Cal­

houn supporter . 32 A correspondent di spl ayed simil ar 

30 Tll.scal oosa Independent Monitor , September 2, 184?; 
uuntsville ~outhern Advocate, November 6 , 1847; Huntsvi l le 
Democrnt , November 24 , 1847. 

31 Mobile Register, October 30, 184'7 ., 

~2 ~., November 18 , 1847 . 

I 
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feelings ·hen he compare<'\ Lewis and Kine , "one a ·anderer 

from tho democrati c fol~ , ever following the erratic cou r s e 

of' the ereat So.,.tth Carolin~ fln -- thG other a f1..".\i th.ful md 

devoted l 1isciple of the princi pl es of Jefferson and 

!..adl son. '' King ' s vhol e poJitlco.l l lfe , s9id the Rop;lntor , 

v·as a eood illustrution of party policy and purpose. His 

chs.reoter , ability , t.m d exper1Emco v,ere needed in the ex­

isting cr1sla.33 

Le~is a ccused the editor of the Reels t cr of being a 

support er o: Van Bi.lren tmd of trying to br~'lk up the Demo­

cratic Party in ttl t: bruno. as tho Barnbnl"ners hac'l t one in Uew 

Y0 rk. The Van B~enites, he said, ~o~o \ illin5 to bre1k up 

the p~rty beca.nse they had not received the patronaBe under 

folk that t hey harl expected !"rom Van B•'lron . Le\1i3 compl ain­

ed that Van Buren aupportera vere aCOls1ng him of disloy~lty 

to Polk and trying t o defeat hiPI . Yet , he pointed o~t , he 

had been one of Pollt ' s e~r11ost suppor t t rs mll ·r:oul( co-

operate with the administration as effectively e.s would 

King.34 The edi tor of' the Hegister denied the charg~ that 

there was any connection bet\"'ecn his opposition to LeVIis P..nd 

the Barnburncr revolt . Kine , he said, should not b e classi ­

fied v;lth the Barnburners ; he wo.~~ a l oyal Democrat , and his 

33 Ibid ., December 3 , 1847 . 

34 Dixon R. Lewis to \.ill iam Lo\".ndes Yo.ncoy , November 
,r;;S, 1847 , q11oted ln 'l1homa.s 'w illiullls , Dixon n.all Lf,lq , 
Al abama Polytechnic Institute hV3 torical StJdies 1910) , 
PP:~30. (Her~inafter cited as tilliwns , Lewis . ) 
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A correslJOndont of the Huntovillo Do lOCX'Ht summe<i u p 

the pro - -ung v1ev1point wh<:.m he ""rote: 

She.ll \'6 • • • l ay ftside ouch a. man [as 
K1ng,7 a t such a time , f or the advance­
ment of one - - fT•om \hom th"j r\dmlni".tr''-­
t1on coul d expect but a very precat·ious 
s1pport , oecond>iry llno sub~ervlont to 
t he v1ev;s , it may be , o f one. v.hose in­
tertsts b~ve not al' o.ys colncidod ··lth 
those of the Democratic part y .... ? Can 

e hesita.te in a choi ce betv1een the de­
votee of Mr . Calhoun , that gre~t politi­
cal 1:..11- o' - the wlsp , and the ::irm, lp­
r•ight , modGx•ate, abl e and consistent 
representative of the aborlgin~l de1ocr~cy 
of !i.l a.bruna? 36 
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r.hen the legfslators gathered nt ! ... ont gomer·y for their 1847 

meeting , they must have been thoroughl y a cquai nted with the 

s trong and ftoak points ·of Le~is and King aft er r eadlng the 

partisan attacks anC: counterattacks of' the pres s . 

The m.ajor item of business fo r the I{ovet:tber sessl ·m of 

the l egialat~re was the senatori al elec tion. The Democrat s 

had a majority of one in the Jenat e an~ thlrty in the House 

of dopr·esenta.tlves , but on a joint ballot for senator the 

vote a were certain to be ci.ivlded bet .... een King a.nd Lev.is . '!>7 

A committee of the l egi~lnt~re sent ldentlcal question~lres 

35 :loblle t\er;.tstor , l~ovember 24 , 30 , 1847 . 

36 ~ovember 3 , 1847 . 

37 Levry :.Orms..a, P-arty foll tics !!1 Alabama from 1850 
Through 1§22, Publication of the Al abama bt~te t cpnrtmant of 
Rrchi veg t~na .1 .. .i.-> tory ...... :. torlc· 1 .-....l<... .t .. -1 trlot-; c )cries .:o . ll 
P' et·unpka~etumpke. Printlng Compml"y , 193b} , pp . 27- 28. 
(.dere1n1:..f'ter cited as - ornnn , rarty lolltics . } 
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to both Kint,; and Lewis 'tlsklng their vievs on v~rioua issues • 
. . 

.-..ach was a.sked 1f he pret'er::ed John C. Cal.noun for the pres-

idency or vlce presidency , if he woul d pl edge himself to 

~upport tho ·emocrat1c noninec for President tn 1848, and if 

he w:e.s a ~.mpvorter of the adminl., t rt: t ion in tho Mexic• .. n V e.r . 

King answered t hat he hs..d BroE.lt respect for C11l houn bl..tt that 

he dld not pref er him for the pr esi dency or vice pre~idoncy . 

He pointea out that he had di ffered fr )A Cal houn entirely 

:ln many cases , especially in ree;ard .to nullification and the 

?~oxican \ ar . King pledged to support tl•e Domocrat.ic nominees 

in 1848 1!' they v ere "oppo sed to the \'. llmot Provlso , or any 

i nterference by the Genera l Government ith the questi on of 

slavery a s it exists in the Southern St ates . " He .f's vored a 

"vigoroas prosecution of the war wi :lih Mexi oo v·i th s. v1eu to 

obtain an honora ble and lasting peac e , " of "ac quil'1ng terri­

tory ono-.tgh to '~fford e. rea sonable indemn1 t y for the expen­

ses incu rred , " anc of insisting on the 1 mediate payment of 

debts due to American ci tizens . Nevertheless , King felt it 

v oul t' ,vcll comport wi th Ameri can cb•lra.oter t o t r el) t Mexico 

vi th t1mocleration a nc.:' forbeurcnce . tf Lc ,is , on the other 

hand, answered that Ca l houn woulc.~ not be a candidote for t he 

presi dency or vice presidency and that he vrould not prefer 

hlm in any case . Ho pl edged his su pport for the party can­

c idato in 1848 . Lewis pointed to his pas t record in the 
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Senate o.~ proof that he had suppo.c>ted the ·s.r.38 In thelr 

letters , both King and Levis expressed similar vl ews . Le,is' 

avowal of Klng ' s doctr tnc s made it ponslbl e fo!' Kine sup­

port era oonacl entlo·taly to. sup9ort Lewis after King with­

drow late in the contest . 

For sevent een ballots the leglsl a tu-r-e aout_·'<lt to choose 

betwoon King, Lewis , and the ~-hlg candidPte , Arthur F. 
I 

Hopkins .; b 1t no contest mt wac abl e t o ·obt .in '\ majority . 

Hopkins held tho ~hlg votes , and King and Lewis spl it Demo-• 

crn.t1c votes . Bot h factlons of the Democrats SO'.lJht to make 

deals with the ~.hig~ , b.tt the ·hle;s ref'1.1sed to bargain. 

T:1omas B. Cooper , ~-· \'l:lig legislator , V?rote th.st Kin5 1 s s l.p-

pot'ters were bidd.lng h.1.gh fol" 1 hig s11pport . They had oi'fer­

ed to help elect fiopld.ns if the ';hlgs -~ o ' 1<1 help elect Bagby 

·· h n he c ame up for election. But some of the Democr'lts re-

fused to vote for llopklns . tmcl some c£ the higs I~er J.:::ed t o 

bargain ay·ay the other' se~t to Bagby . Coop\jr concL ... d~d that 

the Lev~s fnotion was th~ stronges t btt pointed out that 

both. King and Lewis v ere pr•eaent and that the wires \'.ere 

38 Commi ttee t o King and Levis , December 10 , 1847; !{ing 
to Conunittee , Doceml.>er 13, 1847; Lm-.13 to Committe(. , l ec am .. 
ber 12, 1847 , all in Mobile Rer;ister , Jcnuary 19 , 1848. 
Lewis , said the nep;iste1• , had .lllS.de so many concess.~..ons to 
Unionis t feeling that rds alectlon was actually a victory 
for that bronah of the party . 
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constantly mov1ng . 39 Throughout the contest , King was able 

to hold a following of about t~enty-five . His vote fluctu -

a ted betvteon t wenty- t wo an d th1rt:r- four , and some predicted 

that he would be able to win a majority . On the eighteenth 

bal lot , however , his name was wi thdrawn , and Le\'":is received a 

majori ty of eighty- t wo to f orty- f1ve.40 King ' s defeat i n 

1847 as the first anc only political defeat in his public 

career ~ hven in defeat he had ~on a partial victory because 

Lewis had endorsed policies similar to his own. 

By electing Lewis to the Senate , the Alabama legisl a-

ture had in some degree endorsed the extreme southern- rights 

pl atform whi ch had been adopted by the Democratic Convention 

in May . Lewis , ho~ever , had made some concessions to tho 

Hunker wing of the party . t rit1ng of the electi on to John 

c. Calhoun , John A. Ca~pbell decl ared that King, the candi ­

date of the Runlrera , " as bound u p · ith the Northern demo­

crats of a doubtful order . " Campbell f eared, however , that 

Lewis had made pl~dges ~hich could embDrrass him and offend 

some of his f r iends . Lewis had pledged himself to accept 

the choice of a northern man by the 1848 nation~l convention 

39 Thomas B. Cooper to Mrs . Nancy Cooper , December 13 , 
1847 , in Thomas B. Cooper Collection , Alabama Department of 
Archives and History; seo al so Huntsvill e Southern Advoc \ te , 
Dec ember 25 , 184? . 

40 Al abama Senate Journal (1847) , pp . 41-52; Huntsville 
Southern Advo ca te, December 11, 1847 . 
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and to sustain the Polk admin1st r at1on . 41 

Al abama Democrats held t wo conventions earl y i n 1848 to 

make pl ans for the coming national convention . The first 

was more nearly a mass meeting of l eading Democrats in the 

hall of the House of Represent a tives 'on J anuary 3 for the 

purpose of harmonizing the Le~is and Klng ~ings of t he party 

in prep~ration for t he national election. It adopt ed a res­

olution declaring that the ' ilmot Proviso was nant agonis tic 

to every principle of the Cons t i t ution and of the Democratic 

creed" and pl edging the members " t o support no men for the 

offices of President and Vioo- Prosident of the United 

Statestt who should not "uneqtl.ivooally avow themselves to be. 

opposed to the principles of that politic ul herosy . tt The 

group al so called a formal convention to meet in Montgomery 

on February 14 to organize f or the ensuing Cr1I!lpa1gn and to 

select delegates to the Baltimore Convention. 42 

Desp1 te v.intcr weat her and bad roads , t he February 

41 John A. Carn~bell to John C. Calhoun , December 20, 
184'7 , in James Franklin Jameson, ed., Correspondence .2£ ~ 
Q. Calho·.m, Annu ll.l -<oport of ~ .;J.ller1can Historical ~­
elation (1899 ) , 1! , 1152• An'Al absma correapondent of t he 
National Intelligencer called the Lewis victory a defeat of 
t he admln1strnt 1on and 1 ts tt"f, a:r and Conquest 11 policy. The 
\ ashi ngton Jnion , however, denied that either of the candi­
d'ltes had been favored by the administration. \.ashington 
National Inte1ligencer , Dec ember 21 , 184'7 ; ashington Union, 
Lecember 22, 1847 . · 

42 Du Bose , Yancey , I , 208- 209 . The fi r s t meeting was 
dominated by Yancey , who was responsible for the resolu.tions 
that v.ere passed . ·r..1s co.l oosa I ndeoendent !~onl tor , January 
13 , 1847 . 
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convention was well attended, but the old spl it bet~een the 

Hunkers and the Chivalry we.s stil l in evidence . l'he lilmkera 

were determlned to have a Unionist candidato for the presi ­

dency and King for the vice presidency ~ Consequently, they 

\7ere inclined. to OP;POSO any poli,cy that voul d , jeopardize 

party harmony . They preferred B..1chane~ for the presidency 

not only because they liked him personall y but al so because 

they felt Buchanan ' s selection for the first pl ace on the 

ticket woul d enhance King ' s chances for second pl a ce . The 

Chivalry , on the other hand , preferred Levi \ oodbury for the 

presi dential nomination. Yancey knew h o''' deeply the Hunkers 

desired Buchananrs nomination with King as h1s running mat e 

anc beli eved that they woul d compromise away southern rights 

in or der to secure the personal advancement of their favo­

rites . lienco he wanted the convention to adopt a statement 

of principles so s trongl y ~orded that it could not be com­

promised away. The committee on resol u tion9 ~orked for two 

days in an effort to dr aft a pl atform that both factions of 

the party coul d support and that would not offend the north­

ern ~ing of the party. ~hen this platform as drawn up by 

the committee prov ed unacceptable to Yancey , he pr esent ed 

hi s 0\70 resol utions and lOrked to secure their 

• 
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passage~43 These resol utions , rather t han the propos ed 

pl a tfor-m of the committee, ~ero finally adopted and became 

known as the Al abama Fl l'ltform. 44 

The resol u tions dem~nded that t~e treaty or cession a t 

the end of the Mexican ~ar e~ar~ntee the right of c i tizens 

to carry all descriptions of property into t erritory a cquir­

ed, or at least t hat Congress shoul d make provision so that 

southern property voul d not be endangered by exis t ing Mexi­

can l aw; they declared that the vie~ t bat any kind of pro­

perty cou l d bo excluded from the territories before t he for­

mation ot a state constitution v.as nindefensibl e 1n princi ­

pl e . " In adopting the p l a tform, Alabama Democrats pledged 

themsolves not to support any nominees f or the presidency or 

vice pr esidency ho were not "openl y end-unequivocally op­

posed" to the exclusion of slavet'y from the t erritories by 

congressional and territorial legislation~ As a peace of­

fering to the Unionists , the St ate Righters endor sed King v/ 

for the vice pr esidency . The convention did not , however , 

ins truct Al abama delegates t o vote for him. King , s a i d the 

43 Geor ge ashington Gayle to James Buchanan , Febru­
ary 16 , 1848, Blchanan Collection, tiistori cal Soci et y of 
Pennsylvania; ~ Aldress !£~ People of Al abama , ~ ~· L. 
Yancey , ~ ~ Del egate , ~ l arge , !£! ih! 3tato Qt Al abama, 
to the Nat ional Democratic Conveption , Hel d a t Baltimor e , on 
r2nd liLay , !_ • .£. lli§_ (Montgomery : Fl ag Office';' 1848), pp . -
1 5 , 21 . (Hereinafter e1 ted as Yo.ncey Adc'ires s . ) 

' 
44 J ournal of the Democratic Convention Hel d in tho 

rity of Montgomerj .QQ the ~ and l bth Febru~ 1848 
t gomery : McCormick and 1al sh, 1848) , pp . 10 -15 . 
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resolutions , was 11 eminently oualified, b~ bis abilities, by 

hi s experience, and his services to the country , for the of­

fi ce of Vice President of the Jnited St tes . u45 

Neither the Hunkers nor the Chivalry of' the AlabNna 

Democracy vas sl\tisfied with the re s~11t s of t~e Feb rt11:1.ry 

state convention. The Hunkers -:~ere dissatisfied \•'1 th the 

pl a t form, and the Chivalry wero disantinf'1ed because King 

hod been endorsed. George " ashington Gayle, a King support­

er , ~"rote Je.mes Buchanan:--that hi s group hb\d opposed the 

Yancey resolutions ana woul d have tried to detea.t them had 

they not v:·i shed the convention to give 1 ts unanimous en­

dorsement to King for tho vice presidency. Since eny at­

tempt to defeat the Yancey proposals -.·o'll C! ho.ve led· to 

division when the vote on King ' s nomina tion was t aken, the 

Hunkers had accepted the platform as proposed by Ynncey. 46 

Yancey , writing to r..~ev1is shortly after the convention, ap ... 

proved the platform bnt said that the pllrty had made •~a 

groat error 1n permitting King to be nominated . " Later he 

declared that King had been ~ccepted by the convention not 

because the members r~vored him but becnuse they wanted to 

~ive 11 a sa~vo to his fe eling" after his defeat by Lev.ls in 

the Senate contest . 47 The question of choosing candidates 

45 Ibid ., pp. 12- 15. 

46 Gayle to Buchanan, March 9 ~ 1848, Buchanan Collec­
tion , Historical Society of ~ennsylvania . 

47 Yancey to Lew:Ls , March 4, 1848 , cr.toted 1n \ ill1'1ll1S, 
Lev·is , p . 34 ; Yancey Address , p . 61 . 
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and a pl atform now shifted to the Bultimope Conv~nt1on . 

After 'the Democratic National Convention had chosen 

Le~is Cass as its presid~ntial nominee , ~ing • s name was 

placed in nomi nation for the vice presidency by John A. 

\ inston of Al abama, who noted that he was a man knov.n 'lto 

all the democracy of the Union. n Other candidates were 

\, illiam 0 . Butler, John A. Quitman,. John Y. Mason, Jefferson 

Davis , and James McKay . King received only 26 votes o~t of 

a total of 294 votes cast and ranked a rather poor third in 

the cont~st . On the second ballot , hi s vote dropped to 

eight as Butler of Kentucky won the nomina tion by n. l .o.rge 

ma.jority . 48 That t he decision of the convention was not 

fully sntisfnotory to the Lower South is evidenced by a 

letter of T. R. R. Cobb , in ~hich he wrote: 

~ f> h ave the nomina tiona . I liUl1 ~'recon­
cil~d" , not very much del i ghted. I am 
not a greo.t admirer of Ca&a , although 
1 think it a generous act on the part 
of the Northern Democrnts to no~nate 
e.nti- Vlilmot l>rovieo men . I think a 
more j'!ldi cious ticket coul d h ave been 
solected. ~achigan and Kentucky are 
too cl ose together to have both can-
didates ••• • King of Alabama vould have 1 
been a much more judicious nomination, 

48 Jou.rno.l of the Conventi on, quoted in \ashington 
Daily Union~ May 24, 1848. King ' s vote was as follows : 
Goorgia, 1; Alabama, 9 ; Ohio , 1 ; Indiana , 4 ; fennsylvania, 
8 ;- Maryland, 3 . 



al tho-:..1gh I woul d vote for no man 
sooner than Genl. Butler . 49 
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ldo.ny Al abamians were chagrined at King ' s .failure to receive 

the nomination because t ey felt his l ong career gave him a 

superior cl ai m over al l others . 50 

King wo s unquestionabl y disappointed, but threv1 his 

support behind the Cass- Butler ticket . He ~~ote in August , 

"The el ection o:f General Ca.ss may , and 1 think will, for~e a 

compromise or ttds agit a t ing question [Slavery in the terri­

torielV; hence , it seems to me, that every Southern man who 

loves his country and ~ould preserve inviolate its in~titu­

tions , shoul d give a decided support to Cass and f3l.ltler . n51 

Al though he cs.ll ed Van Buren a "contemptible wretch'' for 

leading a third party to secure revenge against the Demo­

crats for not nominating him ln 1844 , King wrote that Van 

Buren ' s candidacy might serve a u.sefu.l purpose by forcing 

South Carolina, Georgia, and Florida to wheel into line 

49 T. R. R. Cobb to .tl.O\ell Cobb, May 31, 1848, in 
J l rich 3onnell Phillips , ed. , The, Correspondence .Q.£ Robert 
Toombs , Alexander H. Stephens , ill£! Howell Cobb Annual , 
t<ooort g£ ~ .mer:i.co.n historical Association (1911 ) , II , 
106. (Hereinaft er cited ns ~hillips , Correspondence of 
Toombs , ~tephens , ~Cobb . } 

50 ' .1shington Union, Juna 9 , 1848. 

51 King to \ illiam Garrett , A~gu~t 16 , 1848 , qloted in 
v,1111a.m Go.rrett, Reminiscences of l'ublic !1.2!1 !a Al abama , tor 
Thirty Years . ..1th 11n Append~x{A~lanta : Plantation rl.lb­
lishing Company;-I872T, p . 080 . { ~ereincfter cited as 
Garrett, Reminisc ences . ) 
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behind Cass . 52 In the l ater stages of the campaign, King 

made a few speachos in fnvor of the Cuss candidacy . He tol d 

a Pick~ns County , labru.aa, meeti_ng that aa the successor of 

Cass as Minister to Paris , he had learned no man "ranked 

h1gho~ in Europe as a republicantl than Cnsa . 53 Although 

King had hoped that Ala.brunn would be a nba..'lner state for the 

Dcmocracy, n Cass carried it by a r1ajority of less than 1,000 

out of a total or 61 , 000, votes cast . Re r•eceived hi s 

l nrgost vote in the mountain counties nnd l ost the votes of 

Yancey and some of his fo l lowing who l~esented t he fact that 

the convention had not adopted the principles of the Al a­

bama Platfor.m. 54 Considering the closeness of the contest, 

the King support may well h~ve boen decisive in f avor of 

C~ss . Despite the vote of Alabrun~, ho~cvor , Oass lost tho 

election to General Zachary Taylor . 

~bile the presidential campaign was in progress , a war­

' f o.re waa · oondllcted in the Alnbam.a press between those who 

had atrongl y supported Y~ng ' s candidacy £or the vice 

52 King to J runes Bu.chc.nnn, June 28, 1848 , B,lchunan Col­
lection, Historical Society of Pennsylvania; King to A. 
Sal tmarsh, August 25 , 1848 ; quoted in \ alter ln . Jackson , 
Alabama's i•irst united St$.tes Vice- l'rec.sldent (Decatu t': 
tecatur Printing Company , l!\5~T;:P. 37 . (Hereinoftor cited 
a.s Juc'k:son, .Alabama's First Vice-~resident .) 

53 Mobile leGis ter , November 4 , 1848; Huntsville South­
~ Advocate , October 6 , 1848. 

54 Dorman, Party folities , p . 31 . Al abama ~ns called 
the "banner state of the J....e:mocro.cyn because it hod al'<'ays 
voted Democratic in presidentia l elections. 
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presidency a t the Baltimor e Convention and those \1ho had 

given him onl y l ukev:a.r-.n support . .,:ost of tho Alabama dele­

gation voted for King on t he second bal1ot despite the im­

possi bility of his · .. inning the nomination, but Yancey and 

on e of his £r1ends desert ed him. Short l y a£ter the conven­

tion a pro- hing delegate attacked Yanc ey for hi ~ fail~re to 

sup~ort King , and Yancey ans~ered i n an Addres s in whi ch he 

attacked i\.ing and e1pl ained his COllrse at Baltimore . 55 

Yancey declared that he had voted for King on the first bal -

l ot against hl s o~m wi ahes &~G in deferenc e to the Alabama 

convention but had cast his vote for John A. Q'.li tman on t h e 

second ballot because he felt confident thAt a vote cast for 

King t ould be a vote t h ro•:n B.\Jay . Alabama del egates , he 

pointed out , had not been inst~~cted to vote for King; the 

state convention had merely recommended King and had dono 

t his merely to s alve hiB feelings af't er he had l ost t he 

Senat e race to Lewis . 56 Offended by the implications of the 

Yancey pamphl ot . lang wr ote : "The pamphlet of Yancey is 

~orthy of the man Mi srepresentation and malignity are its 

ch~ract eristi cs . It can do no injury except to the author ; 

and he hns already snnk himnel f so l ov: 1n the estimation of 

the intelligent Democra cy of .nabama tha.t he cannot finc5. a 

lovrer depth . " 57 

55 Montgomery :b"'~lag !!!ll!. Adv ertise r , Jul y 5 , 1848 . 

56 Yancey Address , pp. 58- 61. 

57 King to A. Sal t marsh, &1gu3t 25 , 1 648 , quoted in 
Jackson, ~ l ab.ma ' s Pirst V1co- Pro31d.('nt, p . 37 . 
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King's political fortunes took a t 1r.n for the better in 

the S'UIQnOr of 1848 . In June, .t\rthur F. B~gby resigned from 

the Senate to become J.m.erican U~nister to Ruscin , ~nd Gover-

nor Chai>man appointed King to replace Begby . 58 F'or c. time 

King feared that Chapman~ under pres sure from Le~.i s , nould 

give the appointment to someone else , 59 but the fear proved 

groundl ess . Chapman was sovcrely criticized by the people 

of Uorth Al abama beeause of h1s appointment of King. 'l11ey 

felt that their section of the st te shoul.d have one )enate 

sent . both, K1ng,and Lewis , they not ed, wcro from South 

Alabama . 60 ns a Vthole, ho;.-evt.r , Ki ng ' s appointment seEr.w to 

he.ve given ngenoral satisfaction. nBl The ._ ashington union 

e7nlted over his appointment : "The return of the Bon. \m . 

R. King to the Senate of the Jnited ~tates has given great 

satisfaction to the C-emocre.tic circles both in nnd out of 

58 ashington D,ail y Union, June 16, 1848; :Iuntsv11le 
Souther n Advocate, July 8 ; 1848. 

59 King to Buchanan, June 28 , 1848, Buchanan Collec­
tion , !.ir.torical o.,)ociety of :ennsylvania . 

60 ~1ng to Garrett , A~gust 16, 1848, cuoted in Garrett , 
Hcmini3cences , pp . 670- 680 . l\ing e .... preseed the vlev( that 
the best man should bo chosen for offi ce , regardless of the 
u~ction of the state from which he came . 

61 Tuscaloosa Independent wonitor , Jul y 20, 1840~ 
Chaotn9n l nter .declared th!i..t he had chosen King as a long 
and ... woll- tr1ed public servant s.nd that he had sought to oct 
on the v·l shes of a major1 ty oi' Alabamians ln appolnting 
King. Mobile Da111 Register , V.ay 3 , 1849. 
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Oongreso . Tho friends of tho admini s t ration and of the 

Baltimore nominees are highly gratified. " King , said the 

Union, ~ould prove useful in iorking out ~ comi romiac in the 

'existing dispute betvreen the North and the 3out h . 62 

The chief subject of discord at the time was a bill 

calling for tne creation of ·oregon Ter1•1 tory . Southerners 

demanded that citlzens be given the right to carry slave 

property wherever they went in the union, incluuing the ter-

ritories . Congress , t hey aald, coul d not &bol1sh property, 

nor could 1 t constitutionall y excl ude s l ave·ry from the ter­

r1tories . 63 Northerners maintained, on the other hund , that 

sl avery cou l d be pr ohi.bited in the territories and. cited 

evidence .from the time of the Northwest Ordinance to prove 

their case . 64 A Uaryl a.nd senator summed up the e11:ir-tfne 

situation when he sai<!, 11The desir e of the Nol"th cannot be 

e;rntified, end thi s iJnion stand. The deslre of the South 

cannot be gratified and this Union stand. There must be 

id n65 concessions on both s es • ••• 

Kin g part i cipated ln the l ast month of discussion of 

the Oregon i ssue . After much heated de~ate , a bill .for the 

orgnni~ation of the Oregon Territory final l y pasoed the 

62 Jul y 18, 1848. 

63 .Congressional Globo , 108 vol umes (':;ash1ngton: Globe 
Office , 1834- 1§73} , XVili , 927 . 

64 Ibid. , XVIII , 907- 910 . -
65 ~., XVIll , 917 . 
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Senate near the close of the session. As the time for ad­

journment approaChed, hov.ever , the House version of the bill 

differed from that of the Sena te . The House version called 

for the incorporation of the restrictive provi sion of the 

Northwest Ordinance into the bill whereas the Senate version 

sought, by an amendment, to incorporate the principles of the 

Missouri Compromise as a concession to the South.66 Some 

Southerners were willing to defeat the bill by parliamentary 

maneuvering even aft er the Senate agreed to recede from its 

compromi se amendment during an all- night session. 67 King, 

however, in a significant speech, opposed such tactics . He 

opposed certain features of the bill which were calcul ated 

to violate the rights of the South and wanted the Senate 

amendment kept; but , since the majority had decided in f avor 

of the bill , he maintained that it should be passod in the 

form proposed by the House . ~The President woul d then have 

the responsibility of accepting or rejecting it . ·rt vould, 

he said, "comport better with the dignity of t he Senate, 

with their standing in the count ry , and ~1th public senti­

ment" if tho bill were passed. 68 That he was not satisfied 

with principles found in the bill is evidenc ed in a letter 

to a friend dated the next day in which he said, "The 

66 Ibid., XVIII , 1061 , 1079 , 1065. 

67 Ibid., XVIII, 1077- 1088. King opposed receding from 
the Senate"ainendment . V.ashington Dail;y; Union, August 15, 
1848. 

68 Congressional Gl obe , XVIII , 1084. 
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manifest determination of a l arge number of inhabitants to 

prohibit the extension of slavery, by excluding it from the 

terr1tories, the common property of the States threatens con-

sequences the most al arming . The end none can foresee , and 

the purest are :forced to doubt the permanancy of the Union . uS9 

During the las t years of his lif'e, King was. an ac­

tive promoter of r~lroads in the Lower South for t he pur ­

pose of improving the area economl~ally and b1nd1n~ it to 

the Nor thwest. In July, 1848, he presented a bill for 

gr anting a right of way and additional public lands to a id 

in the construct ion of the Mobile and Ohio Rai l road between 

Mobile and the mouth of the Ohio River , bu t the bil l failed 

during that aess1on and the one following . In 1850, ho -

ever, the Mobile and Ohio proposal was joined to one of 

Stephen A. Dougl as for aiding the Illinois Central Railroad, 

and both were accepted in the same bill . Granting alternate 

blocks of land six ~los s quare along these roads , the bill 

provided val uable aid to the t~o roads .70 

King was an ardent advocate of the passage of the 

Mobile ~nd Ohio proposal . He favored giving nev' states all 

aid that coul d appropriat ely be afforded for internal im­

provements "to give value to t he pu.bl1c lands, and af'ford 

facilities to carry the produce of the St ates to market. u 

69 King to Garrett , August 16 , 1848, quoted in Garrett, 
Reminis cences , P• Q80 . 

70 Congressional Globe , XVIII , 999 , 1010~ XIX , 324; 
XX , 844 ff . 
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Ho pointed out that the l1ob11e and Ohio M>Ul p~as th-rough 

land that waa of little vo.lae wi thout ll trl'tnspo.t>tatlon O' t -

let. If rntlro~~ comn~r~oatlon er~ f1rnieh~d, l end valuea 

~ould ri.oe , DJ'ld hitherto unallloP-bla ptlbll o lnno could be 

dloponed or at doublo tb UG"nl m1nl~~ · pr1co. The oOVOrn­

ment -..ou.ld thereby goin fron tho ple.n . Incli v16uals., tho 

st tes . ond th nat1onol government • oula Qll prof~t from 

the col':'m'1et-c1al and ag:t·1cul ture l development T~h1ch ould fol­

lo~. , ~s to t he constitutional aspecta of tho quostion, Kina 

en1d there ao ~ tiifforone~ botw~en making appropr i ation& 

out of th6 treaaul, ror !nt~rnnl improvements md direct 

f:l'.rnnting of land tor that purpose. Ononlonble l rna 'Jhoul d 

bo t;rt•ntod liberally to no\' utates for the dovclot:mont ot 

trnnsp¢Iltatton. J.t \\0\lld there~ prom.oto the ngencr " l :tn­

t er oatn of the country. •?l Said Kins; 

I nn in f evor of h~1vin~'~' tbt country Olll• 
t1v~ted ~~<, ~ettled by an ~gr1cultural 
populttt1on. :t om for glv::l.ng eho.nnel:l of 
comm:.l!n.1 oat1on bet~o.an tho .orth :...nt' the 
J outh. lt ~111 l end to general prosp~r1ty , 
not only in o. cQJllmGr ci al point of vie":, but 
1t v-111 rcl1(iVO U.$ fz--om ony pro.1nd.1 oo nnd 
:.u~klnti t oel1ng g:r-o 1ng up f.Ul'iong ue ; for ., 
interm1n~~1ng onG seotlon .1th the othe~ , 
every unoiv11 reolir.~ lll b c~pplantcd. ~2 

.tUng "-tteHC.c li r. ilroa.d c:onvu1 tiona 1n ... Unbo..tnu. h el d for 

t,h(; pUt'f.i0.30 of promoting 1• · 1lroa6 conat:t'llOti,on. In October ., 

1849 , he pr~sideu ovor a maetiu~ a t ~elma to promote r~ 

71 ~., XX, 8 5-846, 95~, 902. 

72 ~b1a ., ,XX , 8b3. 
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Alabama end ':'ennossoc Railroad and naee :1 "short but elo­

quent" speech on t he i ,.nportanco of the propose~ rol'\d for 

both the state and n.1.tlon . 73 In •:ay , 1851 , he presided over 

a convention held at Mobile . Speakin~ before t his assembl y , 

he expressed pleasure 1.,hat i.le.bamians had become inte.,..,ested 

in internal improvements . The ilobile and Ohio and t~e Selma 

and 'fennessee proj eets , se.to King , .·ere or great importanc e 

frOin both e com.mercial s.nc. a poli t ical stn:ndpo1nt . By the 

construction of these. gr ent avenues , the Northwest and the 

Lo~er ~outh \'OUld bo brought near to each othor . Prejudi ces }-# 

\fOUl G. bo removed by cons t t:.nt intercourse . N e,:· 8ympathies 

would be s.ro .lsed anc... now ti"E>S crea ted. The interests of the 

t~orthv,est T ould becol'le those of the Lower South and vice 

versa. ? 4 

ln Congress , hot ever , the slav ery q•.:tes tion cont1n ted to 

cause hostility bet· een the sections . ~hen tho short second 

session of tno Thirtieth Congress met in nccc~bcr , 1848, 

s ectional feeling d eveloped around t:hc b1lln for the admis­

sion of Ne't'i' Mexico and Coliforn:l.n ns free states and for the 

'l.bol1t1on of olnvery in the 0istrict of Columbia . New York 

s~bmitted resolutions dealing ~lth these ~nd other subjects 

v·h1. ch Davtc Yulee of Florida. ca.lled nan insult to fifteen of 

?3 tobile Daily Adverti s er , October 30, 1849 , quoting 
~elma Reporter . 

74 i•lobile uaily Advert1s9r , i"ay 31, l ofl . 
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t he sovereign Sta t es of the Union."75 Some ~outherne!"s 

so·1.ght to p r event the r~solutions from being p-rinted . King 

showed both his fairness and his stri.te rights philosophy 

rshen he defended the right of Nev. York to presPnt thetn . A 

sovereign sto.te , he declarod, had the right to present 'i!h a.t ­

ever 1 t thought proper to t h o Congt"eas of the \Jn.i. ted .3tntes , 

the co:mm.on sel'vant of nll tho s t ates . Ile regretted that in-

st<.\tinr, th.olr grleVE.nces somo sta. teo had not in all ca c.; es 

used "lnnguago more· conciliatory ttnd bottor ca.lculut ec. to 

effect their objects, and prosc;rve t hose amicable and kindl y 

feeli ngs hich ought to · exlst t})rou{;houl; the l'bole count:rry , " 

but at the same time h e was y1illi ng t;hat they shoul d -..::n::tl-:e 

knon1. their vieVIS upon hll ouestions and subj acts VJhe.tso ... 

ev 0r . 11 He asked So,lthe:t•ners to {:ofer d1souss1on o f their 

constitttion~ l rights until a more appropri nte time . 76 

Throttghout the oession he exerted himself' to prevent need­

less agi t a tion of the slavery question by moving that ln­

f'lamme.tor.y petitions ~o ta.blecl vithon.t debate. 77 

Many southern le:tders , bec..,.use oi' the num~rons problems 

conf ronting tho country , htid come to the conclusion thnt lt 

·as t i me for t he ~JOuthern states· to concert a pl an of de ... 

fense. Some were d es iro11s of ca.llin~ a. sou thern convention . 

John C. Calhoun took t he l ead in pr eparing an address that 

'75 Congressional Gl obe, YJt , , ?'10. 

76 ill_g., :AX, 013 . 

77 !2!£., XX, 181- 182. 
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the sove:-e1gn States of the Unlon. " 7 5 Some 'ioutherne!'s 

co·,ght to prevent the rosolutions from being pt>inted . King 

sho .. ed both his .f~1rness and his sta.te rlghto philosophy 

Yihon he defended the r•ight of New York to present them. A 

sovereign state, he d eclarod, ha6 the x•ight to _present what ... 

ever it thought proper to tho Congl'"estt of the "Jnl t;ed ··tnte.a , 

the common ae1•vant of nll the s t ates . Ile regretted that in-

stnt1nc; tholr grievances somo st<'~tes had n ot in •11 cn c;cs 

!SOd "longuago more concillato.t~y and bottor calcnlHtee to 

effect the1r objects , and preso~ve t hose amicable and kindly 

feeli ngs hich ought to· exlst tnrou{;ho~.lt tho ,..hole countr-y , n 

but at the St.h'l'16 time he \'!B.S lllilling tihat they should tt:n ke 

knovn their views upon '"~ll questions o.nd subj acts VJhe.tao­

ever . '' He asked Southe:t1ners to <lofer d1ooussion of their 

consti t tltional rights until a. mor e appropri a te time. 76 

Throughout the sess~-on he exerted. himself to prevent need­

less agitation of the slavery ~uestion by moving that in­

t'lernraa.tory petitions ~o tabled ' ·i thont debate. 77 

l.fnny southern le .cers , because of' the numerol:s problems 

confronting tho country , had come to the conclusion that it 

.. !U\ time for the southern states· to concert a pl lln o-r de ... 

fense. Some we1•e desirous of c alling e. southern convention. 

John C. Oalhoun took the l ead in preparing an adctress that 

75 Congr()ssiona.l Globe , AX, ~. 10 . 

76 ~·, /....'( , 313 . 

77 ~. , XX, 181- 182. 
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-r·as adopted by a Southern Congressional· Cancua . 78 'l~h0 

Calh""'un Adciress pointed to northern e.ggr~sfion f.gaj.nst the 

So1 :;.th in the past nne:: c~led on the South to unlte in its 

O\'"!l defense. The northern s t ates , s ait' Calhoun, had made 

the fugitive slave la,_, nlmos·t. inop· rotiv-e; they had pet"'!nit­

ted ~ bol1t1on1sts to Ol.,g!Anl ze for the purpose of destl~oying . 

the existing rt: lat1onship be tv een blacks and \··hi tes in the 

South; ·and Northerners v e re aeeking to ex-cl".de So1ltherners 

completely from the territories o. lthough "rlaht , ju.st.l.ce, 
' 

und oqualltyn clemo.nded that they hav~ a right to ~o there . 

1.rb.o aggres s ions of the North v.ere ''nun1erous ; great , and 

Cia~~eroua , " o.nd thr eatened "v 1 th deztr:J.ction ·the g re•\teat 

and ~ost vit al of all tbo interest s and institutions of the 

South . tt To resist , the South neeaed 'Utl.1ty ; l o.ek of unity on 

its part had contributed to t h e er~sting situation. If the 

South pr(>a~ntcd a united front~the North might cease its 

o.ggressions . If''unity fai l ed ·to secure redress for the 

Sout h , . the time would t h en have come for the section "to 

decide ·. hat courso to a.copt . n?9 

King v·a.s a me:nber o1.' a spec1~1 committee of fifteen and 

a sel ect committee of five (from the committee of fifteen} 

to study the Calhoun pl an and ~ake a report to the southern 

78 Al la.n Nevins, Ordeal 2£ the Union , 2 volu~es (New 
York : ~harlca Jcrioner 1s Sons , 1947) , I, 12. 

~ 
79 rlicharc1 tt . Cr alle, ed., ~ h o!'ks of ~ .£· 

Calhoun, 7 volumes (New York: D. Appleton, 1854- 1857 ) , VI, 
287- 313. 
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onucua. John M .. Berri en , ~.big Sonator f rom &eorgia, pre­

pared & milder .:lddress f'ol" the co:mmitt <.>e , us1ne; Galhoun ' s 

arguments about northorn aggressions , but ad-·:ro~Hlsing himself 

to the \':hole co:1.ntry' ins 'toad or· to the Jouth alone . \here 

Calhoun advinod the South to tako tho mode of redres~ intb 

its own hands , Berrien mildly remonstrated to tho \holo 

Amorioan people against northern n.cr..gres nions . ~here C~lhoa.n 

prosupposod the u t tel .. hopolosrme:Jo of' ir1uucing the North to 

ot·'y tho tide of eggressions against the South., Berrien 

l ooked to their love of the union snd thoil" l!Cnse of justice 

to f t..vor r.edres~l for the Jouth. V:here Calhow1 felt thut the 

ti~o had como for t he South to unite for a ction, Eorrion 

sought to nppe.:..l to tho North once more to ar•rest hor cour se 

of asgrosaion3 . On J c.nuary 22 , \~hen the f ina l c aucun met , 

King reported both plans f rom the committee ; but ,.,lth the 

recommendation tha t the milder derrion pl un be adopted. t/ -.._ 

After the 3orri cn plan had been read , he CA~rcssod hope. that 

it '·ould bo acc optG<.l and moved that the report of the com­

· rnitteo be received and n vote tru{en to determine whether to 

adopt the E.orrien plan or the Calhoun plan . After a debate 

the- Cnll ... oun llc.drcss , -w1 th some mooi:fication, was adopted by 

the cau.cus . 6° Few r.hlgs oupported it , and fe-r Democrats op-

9osed 1t . Because the Aodres~ ~ent eo far in adv~sing the 

80 Montbomery Dail y Journal , January 31 , May 2 , 184~ ; 
rlo.l0igh Jor·th. Caro lina &tandd:ra , Januc..ry 31 , 1549; 
Hilleboro aacorder , F'ebrua.ry 14, 1849 . 
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Soutll to Qnite in resioting northe~a ~g~ress1on , some.doubt-

ed tl1 t -rrl n.g \'Youl d accept it; he s igned it , h0"~~1ever , because 

i-1e felt that · the 3ou t h nGedcd to preQont a tl.n1 ted front a ­

gainst northern atta cks . 81 

George S. l1ou ston, a member of the House of '1ept'esenta.-
. . 

tives , .refused to sign the ~ddross anc ca~e back to \labwma 

\'Ti th the int ention of unseating King ln the Sen'l1jc on the 

ba.ais of it. He fou""J , ho·, ever , that Al abam:1 had gone "hook 

~ 11 n "' th • ld uT· " l h " h . . • ~~ ror e .._, r se . . ne ''o. _oun men, e s:~..r , 

""·111 have t h e 8tate ·nnlesa the '' hit<: ... ge t 1t , vhich is .t 

1e"tst po~sib1 e 1f not prob,Jble . n Hou.ston nttribute<l Jf.J.ng ' s 

snpport o.f the AddreMI to h:ts "chll dl.sh overwoen.i ns desire 

to !?!: f~lected to t he Senate . n Ki ng 's fri ends , sa.ld Houston, 

"trking thei t" ~ from it , lt were pres sine; tihe ~~dC'ress v•.l th 

'
1!!E£..£ violence !')nu ~ t han even the Cr~ lho 1n men, i f ·.Jo8si-

ble . " They W€re, or H>c·med to be, ndetorm.tned to get ahe::d 

o:f the Chi Vitlr"J And <.o.l1 for :he purpose of ~ctting hil"' back 

into the Scnate~2 Ono cennot deny that King had adv~~ced a 

c.ons1 d.er·~blo d:tstanc<... in the d.:rectlon of t!.e Calhoun c.:m.p 

or that he· ha.d an "over~etn'i.ng desire" to return to the 

Senate , but a more cha.r1 t&ble view -.oul<.! attribute his 

81 Montgomery Dni l :y Journo.l;_, Jsnuary 19 , 1849; \ etu.mpka 
Da..~.ly St t.tc Gaard, J u.ly 25, 18 119 ; ,L,'o!'laa.n, Party ~ol1 tics , 
p . 31. 

82 George S. llouston to Howell Cobb, J une 26 , 1849 , 1n 
Pa1111ps , Cor resuondence 2£ Toombs , ~teuhons , and Coob , II , 
166 . 
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support or the Addross to en hon0st desire that the South 

present a united front in the hope that au.ch a stand v·ou l d 

prevent northern aggression. In viev. of his t Ork ~lring tho 

sesoion of 1650 , this \~OJ.lcl se t~ln to have bef n an i:nportant 

motive in shaping his tlrlrucing . 

The senator:tal election of 1849 in Alabama was compl i ­

cated by the (l eath of ~ixon E. Le•·ls .. md t he o.ppointnent of 

Benj runin 1·'1 tzpatrlck to r eplaQe him. •'ltzpatrick; like King, 

, as i'rom South Al ahmna, and North Alabruua raised the cry 

that it h a d no representnti ve 1n the 8 cnato. 8 3 If North 

Jl.la.b....r.a t .as to ho.ve a rep.:-esente.tive , one of the t~··o men 

appointed by Governor Ghnpman h &d to bG s.ac -:.• J.ficed . .:.~e.ch 

m:m h l\d advll.ntage s anc <Jisadve.ntoges i:f :l' lCh a choice h~d t c 

be m-,.de . King wa~ the first to be appointed, 1Y1.t ho Y.ns oc -

cupying tho seat originally giv en to 'North A1abar.ta in 1819 . 

Fi tzpatriok was the last t o be appointe cJ. , but he \'.as occupy­

ing thB seat given to ''outh Al nba..'lla in 1819. 84 Some charged 

tha.t King op posed Chupman • s appointment of Pitzpatrlck be­

cause ~e \"anted to make e.1re thnt :;for th Alaba.'"'ta v:ou.ld not 

try to unser.:>.t him, but t.he acCU$a.t1on wns never proved. 85 

83 Hunt s ville Demoprat • Februury 21 , 1 849; .Montr")o.r:1ery 
Daily J ournal , Janua.rll 29, Feb1•u.ary 8 , 13 49 . 

84 t, et:.unpka Lal l -v [)tate G.t&Ild , January :31 , 1849 . 

85 ~. etumpko. Lail..y J 'La.te Guard,. Apri l SO , gay 21 , 1849 ; 
Mont~omery l ni l y Jo ·u~na1, January 29 , 1849 , quoting !"1oronce 
Gazette. 
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Democratic ne1.1 Spapers in the southern p art of the ete.te op-

posod any division and counselled liorth ·.l nbs.:ma to .1se care 

lest it c .::•.lso both seats to b~ lost . to the · higs i f l)erno ­

cratic votes ~ ere split . 86 A cort•espondent of the Florence 

"'azette said that both King and Pi tzpe.trick Y·o :tld bQ de­

feat ad; another said that '!told p<lrty v e terano and superan­

nuated c.~ncl worn out polltlc9.l drones" s?"lou.ld be thro~:n ott 

of office ~nd ~cplaced by yo~nger men . 87 oO~th Alnba~a 

ncwspnpers in sis ted that both Kine and :'it zpatrick sh.ould be 

reelected if the Domocr·st:tc cattcus dec lded they wEmo the tv1o 

best eendidatos . 88 

The 1849 . st~te legislat~re r.ns given the rcs~onslb~l~ty 

of finding n s olut.ion to the problem. In tho Attgt.tut eloc-

tion , t~e Bemocr~ts won a m~jor.ity of fifty-~ix to forty­

fo:J.r in the Ho·v..se of Hopresenta.tivos , bu . .t the hign gained · 

control of the Senr:ttt) by a margln of !'levonteon t o sixteen. 89 

.. -,ince tho t v'o sonutors '.liere to be chosen by joint ballot , 
J 

the res ...... lt of the' stt.te eloct:ton foretol d a clos6 vote in 

the scn9.tor1al eleetion . 

\hen the state l egislature met in Hovoto'lbor, thore wore 

86 \ ot .. n:1pkv. 1 aily 3tute Cut'.rd, Febr-.ll"~ry 9 , 18-'9 . 

87 Florance Gazette , October 6, 20, 1849 . 

88 ,. e t nmpka Dn1l y State Guard , September 27 , 1849; 
Florence Gaz!tte , October 6 , 164&, q~oting ualla.s Gazette . 

09 .t.shington ltnll:) union, August; 23, 1840; :::::orman, 
Party Politics , p . 37 . 
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three major candidates !'or the aenatot'i a l seat King 11a.s 

!"lol ding -- Klng, 1e.J.ben Cho.pman (vho had been denied ronoml-

n 1.tion as sovornor for appoln~ing i\ing and I'1 tzpl..tr.i.ck) and 

~thur P . .. Iopkins of the i'hlga . .Prior to the joint ses.3ion 

fol'! selecting senators ; the Democrats i n a C'lUCtla voted to 

stpport both " lng and Fitzpatrick for the soa.ts they already 

held . Offended that north Al aba..'llil had secured no reco~r:d ­

tlon by tlte party , however 1 a mlnori ty seceded from tl1o cau­

cus and presEmted Chc4pman as a c-mdidate to oppo s e KinE m1d 

Jeremiah Clem"ns to oppose Pi tzpr~tr1ck for the other soat. 90 

This defection in :ctmks split the De,nocr ,;.tic votes &nd gave 

hope to the ;'higs . Two bPll ots wero taken before Cllapma.l'l 

withqrev• and p~rmittod King to gain a mujority on the th:rd. 

On the first and second ballots , Cnapm~n received fi£teon 
' anc thirteen vote~ respectivel y , <mo1.1.gh 'to keep Kln~ from 

recGivin.J the necessary 111ajorlt-y for el c...ction . King ' D r.x .. "'-

gin on tho tt~rd b~llot was relatively cl o~e , tho voto bei ng 

-'71 to 58. 91 In t~ccepting the support of the "Hont~omery 

Regency'' .,._ tho t-o ·erful State Rif",ht~ cl ement of' tho party 

- • King bec ame somev 1.1.;'-'l.t obligated to the ...)tRte R.tgl-... t cra and 

co -op~ratt;C: \'!i th them throughout the remu.:.nder of his ca-

roer . B'J.t he hn.d al so needed t he support of the Nor th 

Alabru11a Democr,i.OY to win the election i n 1849. lla.d the 

90 Mobile Qftil;t: Advertis E)!" , November 16, December 2 , 4 , 
1849; Huntsvi l le 3outher.n Advocat~ , Looember 7 , 184£ . 

91 .,,.oo~lo l ... aily ~o~.dvert!s6r , Lecember 2 , 1649 . 
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~higs decided to turn to Chapman or some other Democrat, 

King might easily have been defe~ted . 92 In fnct , Senator 

Fitzpatrick was defeated in the second contest when the 

Whigs joi ned North Alabama Democrats in votlng for Jeremiah 

Clemens . Thus the effort of Mi ddle Al abruna to control both 

seats backfired and resulted 1n the election of a dissident 

Democrat by a majority made up l argely of Vih1gs . 93 King 

might have suffered the same fate if his policies had not 

been popul ar in North Alabama . A South Alabama n ewspaper 

noted in 1849 that King ' s politics were "the politics of 

North Alabama" and that he was "deservedly a favorite of the 

people of the mountain region . n.94 

King must have been highl y gratified at his victory 

over both the 'hhigs and dissident Democra t s . He now ·occu­

pied a seat in the Senate in his own right and not by ap­

pointment . He had been elevated to the office because Ala-

bamians wished to make uso o£ his experience, his modera-

tion, and his firmness during the crisi s vhich l ay in the 

future . .Yot he looked :f'orward to his coming term with 

trepidation, for he realized that his work woul d involve 

ngreat responsibility, great l abor , cmd no little 

92 Wet umpka paily State Guard, Docember 17 , 1849 , quo­
ting Jacksonville itep)tblican. 

93 Fl orence Gazette , Dec ember 8 , 1949; l'obile Dnily 
Advertiser , December 4 , 1849 . • 

94 Huntsville Democra t , February 21 , 1849, quoting 
Eufaula Demoerat . 
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anxiety . tt95 Still a lover of the union , he feared that tho 

North would drive t he South to desperate acts . He wrote 

Buchanan, "They must etop at once their course of aggression 

or nothing but divine interposition can prevent a dissolu­

tion of the Union . I am no al armist, m1t I cannot be mis­

ta.kcn in the matter • ••• n96 In January , 1850, he su:rnrn.ed up 

his views as follows : 

The Slavery question ie the all absorbing 
subject here; and how it is to terminate 
God onl y knows . All my effort s shall {ns 
they have been) be unrem1ttedly exerted to 
compromise if possible this dangerous 
question , so as to mai ntain the honor & 

.constitutional rights of the Sl av e hol ding 
States ~ If this can be effected; no man 
v:111 feel more heart folt gratification 
than myself; but l am free to declare that 
devotedly attached as I am to the Union, 
proud as I am of my country and the high 
dest1nie3 to which i t must attain if we 
can ~~t prostrate tlus f anatical spirit 
and preserve the Union a.s framed by our 
Fathers -- yet I stand prepared, shoul d 
these aggressions upon our rights con- ~ 
tinue ; to resist~'7at every hazard and at 
every sacrifice. 

95 King to B~cha.nan, January 6 , 1850, Buchanan Collec­
tion , Historical Society of Pennsylvania . 

96 King to Buchanan, January 1 3 , 1850, Buchanan Col ­
lection, Historical Society of ~ennsylvania. 

9? King to Gayle, Jru1uary 15, 1850, 1n Files of the 
Alabama Governors , Alabama Depart ment of' Arch ives and His­
tory . 
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