CHAPTER VIII
RETURN TO THE SENATE

¥hile in France King continued to take an active in-
terest in political affairs at home. Though his chief con-
cern was that of foreign relations, he kept in close touch
with other developments. In 1845, for example, he advised
James Buchanan to use his influence in securing downward
revision of the tariff of 1842, polnting out that advantages
woulé come to the United States in the form of reduced sec-
tional friction and increased trade.,l Later he wrote that
3ir Robert Peel's plan for reducing English duties would
open up "the best msrket in the world to the provisions of
the United States."® He deplored divisions which threaten-
ed to split the Democratic Party and factional disputes
which developed among party members over the Texas cuestion
and the Oregon boundary aispube.a From time to time, he
advlised Buchanan to conduet his work as Secretary of 3State
wisely and well so that he might obtain the presidential
nomination in 1848, and he advised against Buchanan's ac-

ceptence of a proffered federal judgeship which would remove

1 King %o Buchanen, January 28, 1845, in James Buchanen
Collection, Historical Soclety of Pemnsylvenia, (Herein-
after cited as Buchanen Collection,)

2 King to Buchanan, Jamuary 27, 184/€/, Buchanan Col-
lection, Historical Soclety of Pennsylvania,

5 King to Buchanan, November 28, 1845, July 15, 1846,
Buchanan Colleetlion, Historical Society of Pennsylvania,
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him from politios.4

King also manifested a desire to return to the United
Stetes Senate., Reallzing that he would be recalled if Henry
Clay were elected to the presidency in 1844, King expressed
the desire to return to the Senate 1f such were the case.®
In the meantime, Dixon Hall Lewis had been appointed to oc-
cupy King's seat until the next meeting of the Alabama leg-
islature. When the leglslature met in 1844 to elect a sena-
tor, the Democrats held a cauouns to decide whether to sup-
port Lewis or someone else for the remaining two years of
King's term. King's friends brought his name before the
caucus but withdrew it when they found that Lewls was gen-
erally the favorite of perty members, Lewis became the
Democratic nominee by an overwhelming vote and went on to
defeat the Vhig candidate Arthur Franecls Hopkins for the
Sengte seat, Lewis' victory over all opposition in the
Democratic eaucus was generally interpreted as a victory of

the extremists and a defeat for moderate Democrata.e

4 King to Buchenan, January 27, Februery 28, 1846,
Buchanan Collectlion, Historical Soclety of FPennsylvenia,

5 Hilllard M, Judge to John C. Calhoun, December 8,
1844, in Chauncey Samuel Boucher and Robert Preston Brooks,
eds., Correspondence Addressed to John C. Calhoun 1837-1849,
Annual Reﬁorg of the American Historicel Assocliation for the
Year 1920, p. 268. (Hereinafter citea as Boucher and
Brooks, GCalhoun Correspondence.)

6 Clement Claiborne Clay to Clement Comer Clay, Deceme
ber, 1844, in Clay Fapers, Duke University Librarys Hilllard
M, Judge to John C., Calhoun, December 6, 1844, Boucher and
Brooks, Calhoun Correspondence, p. 268; kobile Reglster,
December 25 , 1844,
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The short term to which Lewls hsd been elected was to

expire in March, 1847, and interest in the contest for the
next full term never died down., Buchanan end Alsbema's
other senator, Apthur P. Bagby, kept King informed about the
situation in Alabama. King contemplated returning from .
Paris when he heard that the eleetion for the next full term
might be held late in 1845, but, remembering that he had
vritten letters to leading men ;n Alabama saying that he
would not return before the following spring, he decided a=
gainst it. He feared that to hasten home would prejudice,
rather than advance, his prospects. Too, he reslized that
he was not sufficlently informed about the state of publie
feeling in Alabama and feared that the leglslature might de-
eline to support him. Said Kingt: "To return snd find myself
set aside for another; or to be presented for the situation,
and beaten, would be to me truly mortif‘ying."7 Although
King's friends determined to support him for the post, King
wrote Buchanan that he feared his abasence from the country
would be fatal to his proapacts.a His fears were unneces-
sary, however, because the legislature chose not to hold the
senatorial election in 1845, Hearing that the election had
been postponed, King wrote that postponement would give him

a falr prospect of success. He declared that he would be

7 Eing to Buchanan, September 29, 1845, Buchanan Col=-
lection, Historical Soclety of Fennaylvania.

8 King to Buchenan, November 28, 1846, Buchanan Col-
lection, Historical Society of Pennsylvanie,
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"truly gratified to be reinstated in the Senate," and ex-

pressed hope that his friends would use their influence to
prevent a special session of the leglslature from being
called to choose & successor for Lewis before he could reach
home.9 Weary of hié post in France, King wrote Buchanan,
"Most sincerely do I wish that we had both remained in the
Senate."10 King arrived in the United States in November,
1846, only to learn that the election had again been post-
poned, Consequently, the rivalry between King and Lewls for
the leadership of the Alabama Democrsatic Party continued for
another year with both aspirants present on the field of
battle.,

S8ince King was very popular throughout Alabama, his
name was prominently mentioned for various offices both bew-
fore and after he returned from France. As early as July,
1846, he was mentioned as a sultable candldate for the gove
ernorship, and in November a rumor gained currency that
Arthur P. Bagby, Alabama's second senator, would resign to
follow King as Minister to France and that King would take

his Senate saat.ll About the same time a movement developed

9 King to Buchenan, March 28, 1846, Buchanan Collec-
tion, Historical Society of Pennsylvanis.

10 King to Buchanan, April 30, 1846, Buchsanan Collec-
tion, Historical Society of Pennsylvania.

11 Tusceloosa State Journal snd Flag, July 10, 18463
Huntsville Southern Advocate, December 24, 1846. Bagby's
resignation did not take place.
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in some of the Pemocratic press to secure King's nomination
for the governmorshlp in 1847, These newspapers favored his
candidacy on the grounds that his presence on the ticket
would strengthen the Democratic Party for the eritical 1847
elect.tcn.le Some supported Eing for more devious reasons.
"Civis," writing in the Huntsville Democrst, polnted out
that King's cendidacy was being promoted by pretended
friends who wanted him to be shunted into the governorship
so that he would not oppose Lewis in the 1847 senatorial
election,+d Some newspapers showed outright hostility to-
ward King. For example, the Talladega Watchtower declareds
"It seems to us that there ought to be some period in the
life of a publiec man, when he and his friends should be
willing to see him become a mere private citizen, and should
cease to manifest a disposition to give him a monopely of
every office suited to his taste,"14

While these dlscussions were going on, King lived in
retirameﬁt at his home near Selma and visited frienda and
relatives at Mobile and Tuscaloosa. He was inactive much

of the time during the winter of 1847-1848 because of a

12 Huntsville Demoerat, January 6, 1847,
13 December 30, 1846,
14 Quoted in Huntsville Democrat, January €, 1847,
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severe case of 1nfluenza.15 Although there was much talk of
his being chosen governor, his real goal seems always to
have been hls old seat in the Senate.

Daring his retirement King continued to give advice to
Buechanan ahoﬁt national affalrs. Deprecating wrangling that
was golng on in Congress, he said that a large part of the
Demoerstic membership would "disgrace the tenants of a Lu-
natic Asylum." They seemed to De interested only in build-
ing up or tearing down men, not in looking after the great
interests of the eountry.le

King wrote Buchsnan in February, 1847, that the Hexlcan
War should be closed at the earlliest practicable moment and
upon any terms that were honorable. Hé considered the war
unfortunate becsuse it cost llives and money and made the
American people unfit for civil 1life and led them to desire
military leaders for the chief offices of the country. BHe
feared that it would become a war of extermination and hoped
that the United States would offer peace terms that could be
accepted by Mexlico, a proud but feeble nation. Let the
United States show its megnanimity now that it ﬁad shown 1its

15 Eing to Jemes Buychanan, February 10, 1847, Buchanan
Collection, Historleal Soclety of Pennsylvanlas King to
Catharine Ellls, Februsry 10, 1847, in ¥illiam R. EKing Col-
lection, Alabama Department of Aprchives and History. (Here-
inafter cited as King Collection.) See also Huntsville

Demoerat, January 6, 1847,

16 King to Buchanan, February 10, 1847, Buchanan Col-
lection, Historieal Soclety of Pennsylvania.
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power. In doing so it could free itself from the charge
that 1t was a'grnsplng nation, ready to selze upon territory
belonging to its neighbors regardless of right. King wanted

. s s

no territory secquired which would cause the South to be in-
sulted by the “ilmot FProviso, but he wanted the South to

B I G

have equality in 2ll territory acqulred by the peaéo'treaty.
He wrote Buchanent

%e are grossly celumniated when charged
with being activated by the desire of
acquiring Territory, for the extension
of the ares of Slavery. But we cannot}
and we will not consent, to be excluded
from a fair partiecipation in all that
belongs, or msy hereafter be aeguired
by the Joint efforts of the confederacy.
Ferfect equality, as secured by the con-
stitution, is all we desire =-- and that
we will have, in despight of politieal
and fanatical Demagogues.l7

In October, 1847, after General Winfield Scott had cap-
tured Mexico City, King became worried lest the Mexlcans
would not accept peace terms honorable to the United States.
There was reason to fear that the war might still become a
stalemate. Already he was hesring cries of dissatisfaction.

Additional military victories were needed to keep the war

spirit alive. He wished that the United States had asked
for only a strip of New Mexico and Upper California. Then
Mexico would-have been satisfied and the ¥Vilmot Proviso

might have been put te rest,18 King was highly gratified

17 King to Buchanan, February 10, June 11, 1847,
Buchanan Colleetion, Historical Society of Fennsylvania,

18 King to Buchanan, October 5, 1847, Buchanan Collec-
tion, Historical Society of Pennsylvania,
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when the Treaty of Guadelupe Hidalgo brought the war to an
end, By the treaty the United States acquired a vast terri.
tory in the Southwest which, as Xlng had feared, led to a
serious sectional controversy over slavery in the territo-
rias.lg

In the mesntime, the Alabsma Democratic Convention had
met on May 3, 1847, with the Lewis-Yancey faction in con=-
trol. King was a delegate from Dallas County and was chosen
president of the conventlon by acclamation.??® on taking the
chair he made & speech urging harmony and conclliation and,
according to a eritic, cleverly insinuating "that he was now
out of employment, and would take great pleasure in serving
the dear people once more, "1 Early in the convention a
delegate moved that King be nominated for governor by sasccla=-
mation.32 Two groups would have supported him if he had
chosen to seek the nominstion: his real friends who earnest-
ly wanted him to be governor, and Lewis' friends who knew
that 1if King were elected governor Lewis! reelection to the
Senate would be certain. King foiled the Lewls supporters
by vithdrawing his name from consicderation. To keep out of

19 See Chapter 9.

20 Journsl of the Demoeratic Convention /18477 (/Nont-
zZomery, s PP+ 1=2. (Hereinaiter cited ss Convention
Journel (1947/+)

21 Huntsville Southern Advocate, May 21, 1847, quoting
the Talladega latchtower.

22 Convention Journal (1847), pr. 4-5.
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the net set for him without offending smyone caused King "no
11ttle dlfficulty,"20

After King's withdrawal, the c¢onvention nominated
Reuben Chapman, wvhoseé name had been presented by Yancey, for

the governorship. 24

The nomination carried a greater import
than mere personal success for Chapman, for it marked the
ascendancy of a great nationsl policy. Lewis, Yancey, and
Chapmsn were personal friends and political allies, differ-
ing from King on the subjeet of state rights. They would
allow King to be president of the convention, or even gover=
nor 1f he had desired 1t, but they woulé not permit him to
unseat Lewis In the Senste without a fight. The party plate
form showed the direction Alabama Democrats were taking.
Some of the resolutions, framed by Yaneey, foreshadowed the
fomous Alabama Platform of 1848, The ninth resolution, for
example, declared:

Any territory ascquired /from Mexico/ will

become the eommon property of the States

of the Union, and will be held by the

general government as their joint agent

and representative; having no right to

make laws or do any acts whatever, which

shall directly or by thelr effects make
any dliscrimination between the States of

23 King Lo Bachanan, June 11, 1847, Buchanan Collec=-
tion, Historiecsl Soclety of Pennsylvenia,

24 Convention Journal (1847), pp. 5-6.
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the Union, by which any of them shall be
deprived of equal and full rights in such
terrltory.25
In the platform Alabame inaugurated a popular movement to
meet the hated doctrine of the Wilmot Proviso. Alsbama Deme
oerats formulated s southern absolute, of equsl rights in the
territories to meet the northern absolute of no slavery in
the territories. King agreed in general with the resolu-
tions. He wrote Buchanan that the South would not consent
"to be exeluded from a faip purticipation” in territory to
be aéquired, and that it desired and would have at all costa
"perfect equality, as secured by the constitution, " 26
During the months following the May convention, King
looked forward to being elected to the Senste when the lege
isleture met in November. In June he wrote that he would be
supported by "a very large proportion of the Demoorats of
the next Leglslature" and that the Fhigs seemed generally to
desire that he be "reinstated in the Senate."2! He feared,
howvever, that Lewlis' supporters would secek to hold the elec~

tion of both senstors at the same session so that they could

25 Convention Journal (1847), p. 73 John Vitherspoon Du
Bose, The Life and Ilnes of ¥illiem Lowndes Yancey. ngL%—
tory of Political Parties in the United States from 1834 to
1864; Lspecielly as o the Origin of the Confederate states,
7 volumes, Reprint (New YOrkt Feter omith, 1042), ls; 208=
204, (Hereinafter cited as Lu Bose, Yancey.) The two fac-
tions in the Party were called t%e-ﬂunk.-s and the Chivalry.
King led the Hunkers and Lewis the Chivalry.

26 King to Buchanan, June 11, 1847, Buchanaen Collec-
tion, Historicel Soclety of FPennsylvania.

27 King to Catharine Ellis, June 6, 1847, King Collec-
tion, Alabama Department of Archives and History.
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the Union, by which any of them shall be
deprived of egqual and full rights in such
territory.286
In the platform Alabame inaugurated a popular movement to
meet the hated doctrine of the Vilmot Froviso. Alsbama Deme
oerats formulated & southern absolute, of equsl rights in the
territories to meet the northern absolute of no slavery in
the territories. King agreed in general with the resolu-
tions. He wrote Buchanan that the South would not consent
"to be excluded from a fairp psrticipation” in territory to
be aéquired, and that it desired and would have at-all costs
"perfect equality, as secured by the constitution."<®
During the months following the lay convention, King
looked forward to belng elected to the Sencte when the lege
isleture met in November. In June he wrote that he would be
supported by "a very large proportion of the Democrats of
the next Leglslature"” and that the ¥higs seemed generally to
desire that he be "reinstated in the Senate,"2! He fenred,

hovever, that Lewis' supporters would seek to hold the elec~

tion of both senators at the same seselon so that they could

25 Co%vggtion %ggggg& (1847), p. 73 John ¥itherspoon Du
Bose, The Life and Tiwes of VWilliam Lowndes Yancey. A His-
tory of Follticsl Parties in the United States from 1834 to
1864;_E620c1a ly as to the Origin of the Confederate states,
© volumes, Reprint (New YOrk: Feter omith, 1942), L1, 208
204, (Hereilnafter cited as iu Bose, Yancey.) The two fac-
tions in the Party were called t%e-Hunk. ‘s and the Chivalry.
King led the Hunkers and Lewis the Chlvalry.

26 King to Buchansn, June 11, 1847, Buchanan Collec=-
tion, Historical Soclety of Fennsylvania,

27 King to Catharine Ellis, June 6, 1847, King Collec~
tion, Alabama Department of Archives and History.
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bargain away Bagby's seat in exchsesnge for support of Lewis
for the other seat., ZXKing belleved that he would be able to
defeat Lewis 1f-ﬁe accepted Whig support, but refused to
seelk their aid. "I must be the cholce of the Democracy,” he
declared, "or I shall continue in private 1ife."28 In
August and September he traveled in the mountains of North
Alabama partly to restore his health and partiy to confer
wlth friends about his political prospects in the coming e~
lection. King wrote confidently in October that his elec-
tion was certain unless the representatives played the peo-

ple false. He doubted that the plan of the Lewls faction

to bargain away Bagby's seat to the Yhigs would work because

the two groups could not trust easch other. Some of the
"higs, in faet, had pladged to vote for King in order to win
their own eleetion.ag
Alabame newspapers took great interest in the bitter
campalen between King and Lewls, slthough some expressed re-
gret that the two distinguished Democrats were pitted a-
gaipst each other, Tﬁe Vhig press, =3 a rule, did not in-
terfere in favor of either candidate but noted the private
cuarrel within the Demoeratic ranks. The Demoersatic press

divided its support between King and Lewls. FEsch group

28 King to James Buchenan, June 11, 1847, Buchanan Col-
lection, Historical Society of Fennsylvanis.

20 King to Buchanan, Uctober 5, 1847, Buchanan Collec-
tion, Historical Soclety of Fennsylvanlaj; see also Hunts-
ville Democrat, September 1, 1847,
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defended its favorite and bitterly attacked his rival. Hach
group sought Whig help and ecastigated the other fo? aﬁtampt-
ing to ¢o so. Lewis was attacked chiefly because of his
close ties with John C. Calhoun and his alleged disloyalty
to the Folk adminlistration. King was sttacked becruse of
the barrenness of his long political career.ao ;

. Technigues of the press campalign are well 1llustrated
in the columns of the Moblle Register, one of Eing's stronge
a3t auppofters. The Reglster charged the pro-Lewis press
with attempting to coerce legislators Lnto voting for their
candidate by thrests and denunciations and in Cctober threw
its columns open to King supporters., It printed s letter
from a correspondent who daid that the Senate needed men
"true to the South," but men who at the same time had "a
just estimate of the union of the States" and appreciated
its "priceless Value;" Such a men was King,>% The Reglster
called King "a wise and safe legislator, a cool and saga=-
clous statesman -- and emphatically 2 mon to be trusted.”
Charging that the Senate was controlled by a small Calhoun
faction which held the balence of power, 1t asked 1f Alabama
wanted to increase factionalism by retaining Lewis, a Cal-

houn agpporter.sa A correspondent displayed similar

30 Tusealoosa ;n%gpendggg lonitor, September 2, 18473
Huntsville Southern Advocate, November 6, 1847; Huntsville
Demoerat, November 24, 1847,

31 Moblile Register, October 20, 1847,

Z2 Ibid., November 18, 1847,
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feelings vhen he compared Lewls ené King, "one a wanderer
from the democratic folc, ever following the erratic course
of the great Scuth Carolinien ~« the other a faithful and
devoted diseciple of the principles of Jefferson and
Madison." = King's whole political 1ife, said the Reglster,
was a good illustration of party pollcy snd purpose, His
character, abillty, and experlience were needed in the ex-
isting erisis.®d

Lewis accused the editor of the Reglster of being a
supporter of Van Buren and of trying to bresk up the Demo-
eratic Party in Alabama as the Barnburners had cdone in New
York. The Van Burenites, he said, were willing to break up
the parﬁy beczuse they had not recelved the patronage undser
Polk that they had expected from Van Buren. Lewis complaine
ed that Van Buren supporters were accusing him of disloyalty
to Polk anéd trying to defeat him. Yet, he pointed out, he
hed been one of Polk's earliest supporters sand would co=-
opérate with the adminlistration as effectively as would
E:l.ng.34 The editor of the Repgister denled the charge that
there was aeny connectlion between his opposition to Lewis and
the Barnburner revolt., Xing, he sald, should not be classi-

fied with the Barnburners; he was a loyal Demoerat, snd his

33 Ibid., December 3, 1847,

34 Dizxon H, Lewis to %Willliam Lowndes Yanoey, November
£3, 1847, quoted 1ln Thomas Willlams, Dix

Alabama Polytechnic Institute Historic: ggﬁ;os ii% 0),

PPe 29«30, erelnafter cited as Williams, Lewis.)
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record proved 1t.55
A correspondent of the Huntsville Democrat summed up
the pro-King wviewpoint when he wrote?

Shall we ... lay aside such a man [as
King/ at such a time, for the esdvance-
ment of one -~ from whom the administra«
tion could expect but a very precarious
support, secondary and subservient %o
the views, it may be, of one whose in-
terests have not always colneided with
those of the Demoecratic party...? Can
we hesitate in a cholee between the de-
votee of Mr. Calhoun, that great politi-
c¢al will-o'«the wisp, and the firm, up-
right, moderate, able and consistent
representative of the aboriginal democracy
of Alabama?38

“hen the legislators gathered at Montgomery for their 1847
meeting, they must have been thoroughly scquainted with the
strong and weak polnts of Lewls and King after reading the
partvisan stiacks and counterattacks of the press,.

The major 1tem of business for the November session of
the leglslature was the senatoriel electlon. The Demoerats
had a majority of one in the 3enate and thlrty in the House
of Representatives, but on & jolnt ballot for senator the
votea were certaln to be divided between Elng and Lewis, 37

A committee of the leglslature sent 1dentical guestlonalres

56 llobile Hegister, November 24, 30, 1847,
36 November 3, 1847,

37 Lewy iorman, FParty Follties in Alabama from 1850
Through 1860, Publication the A q%ﬁha tate Degartmonﬁl%;
A:gQAVeE and History listoricsl and &trigtic Series 0.

Wetumpkat Wetumpka Printing Company, 195 IT- D. 27=28,

(Hereinafter clted as Lorman, Farty Politiecs.
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to both King and Lewis ssking their views on various issues,
Zach was asked ifF hé'prererred John ¢, Cslhoun for the prese
ldeney or vice presidency, if he would pledge himself to
support the Uemocratic nominee for President in 1848, and if
he was a supporter of the administretion in the Mexican Yer,
Eing answered that he had great respect for Calhoun but that
he did not prefer him for the presidency or vice presidency.
He pointed out that he had differed from Calhoun entirely
in many cases, especlally in regard to nullification and the
Mexiecan War. Xing pledged to support the Demoeratic nominees
in 1848 if they were "opposed to the %Filmot Pro%iso, or any
interference by the General Government with the question of
slavery as it exists in the Southern States." He favored a
fvizorous prosecutlion of the war with Mexico with & view to
obtalin an honorable snd lasting peace," of "acquiring terri-
tory enough to afford 2 reasonable indemnity for the expen-
ses incurred,”" and of insisting on the irmediate payment of
debts due to American citizens. FNevertheless, King felt it
would well comport with American character to treat Mexico
with "moderation and forbearance.” Lewls, on the other
hand, snswered that Calhoun would not be a candlidate for the
presidency or vice presideney and that he would not prefer
him in any case. He pledged his support for the party cane
didate in 1848, Lewis pointed to his past record in the



280
Senate as proof that he had sapported the War.sa In thelr
letters, both King and Lewls expressed similar views. Lewis'
avowal of King's docotrines made 1t possible for King supe
porters conscisntiously %o suprort Lewis after King withe
drew late in the contest.

For seventeen bsllots the legislature sought te choose
batyeen Eing, Lewls, and the Whig candidate, Arthur F,
Hopking, but no contestant was able tofobﬁain.a-mgjority.
Hopkins held tho Whig votes, and King and Lewis split Demow-
eratic votes. Both factions of the Democrats sought to make
deals with the Whigs, but the ¥higs refused to bargaing
Thomas B. Cooper, =z Vhig legislator, wrote that Kingfsxsup-
porters were bidding high for ¥hig support. They had offer-
ed to help eleect Hopkins 1 theIWhiga would help elect Bagby
when he came up for election. Buﬁﬂﬁghe of the Democrats re-
fused %o vote i;or Hopking, and some o the Vhigs refused to
bargalin away the other seat to Bagby. Cooper concluded that
the Lewis faction was the strongest but pointed out that
both King and Lewls were present and that the wires were

38 Committee to King and Lewis, December 10, 1847; King
to Committee, December 13, 1847; Lewis to Committes, Decemw
ber 12, 1847, all in Mobile Register, January 19, 1848,
Lewls, sald the Regégtgr, had mede so many concesslons to
Unlonist feeling © s electlion was actually a victory
for that branch of the party.
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constantly moving.59 Throughout the contest, King was able
to hold a following of about twentyefive. His vote fluectu-
ated between twenty-two and thirty-four, and some ﬁrodictad
that he would be able to win a majority. On the eighteenth
ballot, however, his name was withdrawn, and Lewis received a
majority of eighty-two to forty-rive.‘o King's defeat in
1847 was the first and only politieal defeat in his publie
career, Even in defeat he had won a partisl victory because
Lewls had endorsed policies similar to his own.

By electing Lewis to the Senate, the Alabama legislae
ture had in some degree endorsed the extreme southerm-rights
platform which had been adopted by the Democratic Convention
in May, Lewlis, however, had made some concessions to the
Hunker wing of the party. ¥riting of the election to John
C. Calhoun, John A, Campbell declared that Eing, the candi-
date of the Hunkers, "was bound up with the Worthern demo-
erats of a doubtful order." Campbell feared, however, that
Lewis had made pledges which could embarrass him and offend
some of his friends. Lewls had pledged himself to accept

the choice of a northern man by the 1848 national convention

39 Thomess B, Cooper to Mrs. Naney Cooper, Lecember 13,
1847, in Thomes B. Cooper Colleection, Alabama Department of
Archives and Hlistorys; see also Huntsville Southern Advocate,
December 25, 1847,

40 Alabsma Senate Journsl (1847), pp. 41-52; Huntsville
Southern Advocate, Uecember 11, 1847, '
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and to sustain the Polk administration,%l

Alabame Democrats held two conventions early in 1848 to
make plans for the coming natlional convention. The first
was more nearly a mass meeting of leading Democrats in the
hall of the House of Representatives on January 3 for the
purpose of harmonizing the Lewis and King wings of the party
in preparation for the national election. It adopted a res-
olution declaring that the ¥ilmot Proviso was "antagonistic
to every principle of the Constitution and of the Democratic
ereed" and pledging the members "to support no men for the
offices of President and Vice~President of the United
States”" who should not "uneguivocally avow themselves to be
opprosed to the principles of that political heresy." Th§
group also czlled a formal convention to meet in Montgomery
ﬁn February 14 to organize for the ensulng campalgn and to
select delegates to the Baltimore Convention, %2

Despite winter weather and bad roads, the Februsry

41 John A, Campbell to John C., Calhoun, December £0,
1847, in James Franklin Jameson, ed., Correspondence of John
g, Calhoun, Annual ﬂa%ort of the smericsn Hiatorieaf AS50=
ciation (1899), 11, 2e "Alabama correspondent oi the
Egﬁigﬁﬁ%hlntelliganggg called the Lewis victory a defeat of
the 2 istration and its "War and Conguest" policy. The
Washington Union, however, denlied that either of the candi-
dates had been favored by the administration. Washington

National Inbgll%gggoer, December 21, 1847; ¢ashington Union,
Lecember s 1847, ]

42 Du Bose, Yancgﬁ, I, 208-209. The first meeting was
dominated by Yancey, who was responsible for the resclutlons
that were passed. Tuscaloosa Independent Monitor, January
13, 1847,

[
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convention was well attended, but the old split between the
Hunkers and the Chivalry was still in evidence. The Hunkers
vere determined to have a Unio3§§t_candidate for the presi-
denecy and King for the vice gﬁ%&idenoy. Consequently, they
were inclined to oppose sny policy that would jeopardize
party harmony. They preferred Buchanan for the presidency
not only because they liked him personally but also becauag
- they felt Buchansn's selection for the first place on the -
ticket would enhance King's chances for second place. The

Chivalry, on the other hand, preferred Levi %oodbury for the

presidentisl nomination., Yancey lkmew how deeply the Hunkers -

desired Buchanan's nomination with King as his running mate
and believed that they would compromise away southern rights
in order to secure the psrsonal advaneement of their favoe-
rites. Hence he wanted the convention to adopt a statement
of prineiples so strongly worded that it could not be come
promised away. The committee on resolutions worked for two.
days in an effort to draft a platform that both factions of
the party could support and that would not offend the north-
ern wing of the party. ¥hen this platform as drawn up by
the committee proved unacceptable to Yancey, he presented
his own resolutions snd worked to secure their
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passage.4d These resolutions, rather thasn the proposed
platform of the committee,; were {inally adopted and became
known as the Alabama Platform.4*

The resolutions demsnded that the treaty of cession at
the end of the Mexlican %ar guarantee the right of citizens
- to earry all descriptlons of property into territory acquir-
ed, or at least that Congress should make provision so that
southern property would not be endangered by existing Mexi-
can lawy they declaered that the view that sny kind of pro-
perty could be excluded from the territories before the for-
mation of a state constitution was "indefensible in princi-
ple." In adopting thé platform, Alabama Democrats pledged
themselves not to support any nominees for the presidency or
vicg presidency who were not “"openly and uneguivoecally op-
posed”" to the exclusion of slavery from the territories by
congraésional and territorial leglislation. As a peace of-
fering to the Unionists, the State Righters endorsed King
for the vice presidency. The convention did not, however,

instruet Alabama delegsates to vote for him., King, sald the

43 George Vashington Gayle to James Buchanan, Febru-
ary 16, 1848, Buchanan Collection, Historical Soclety of “
Pennsylvanias; An Address to the People of Alabama, We Lo
Yene Late a Delepate, &t large, for tne"s't""at‘a' of%labama,
to tﬁa National Dem eratic | ConVantioE, t Baltimore on
__1, A. D, ontgomeryt Flag ff co, TBZBS, o) + 8
10, (ﬁereinafter cited as Yancey Address.)

44 Journal of the Democratlc Convention Held in the
City of fiontgomery on the 14th and 15th February, 1648
. THontgomerys ﬂcﬁormI_k and vwalsh, 1848), pp. 10-15,
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resolutions, was "eminently cuslified, by his abilities, by
his experlience, and his services to the country, for the of-
fice of Vice President of the United States,"45

Nelther the Hunkers nor the Chivalry of the Alabama
Democraecy was satiasfled with the results of the Februsry
state convention., The Hunkers were disgsatisfied with the
platform, and the Chivelry were dissatiasfled because King
had been endorsed. George Washington Gayle, & King support-
er, wrote Jemes Buchanan that his group had opposed the
Yancey resolutioﬁs and would have tried to defeat them had
they not wished the convention to give its unenimous en-
dorsement to Xing for the vice presidency. Since any at-
tempt to defeat the Yancey proposals would have led to
division vhen the vote on King's nomination was taken, the
Hunkers had accepted the pletform as proposed by Yanﬂey.*s
Yancey, writing to Lewls shortly after the convention, ap«
proved the platform but sald thet the party had made "a
great error in permitting King to be nominated." Later he
dealarod'that King had been accepted by the convention not
because the members favored him but becsuse they wanted to
give "a salvo to his feeling" after his defeat by Lewis in

the Senate contest.*v The question of choosing candidates

45 Ibld., pp. 12«15,

46 Gayle to Buchanan, March $, 1848, Buchanan Collec-
tion, Historlcel Society of FPennsylvania,

47 Yancey to Lewis, March 4, 1848, guoted in %Williams,
Lewis, p. 34; Yancey Address, p. 6l.
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and a platform now shifted to the Baltimore Convention.
After the Democratic National Convention had chosen
Lewis Cass as its presidentisl nominee, King's name was
placed in nomination for the vice presidency by John A.
Winston of Alabama, who noted that he was a2 man known "to
all the democracy of the Union." Other candidates were
¥illiem O, Butler, John A. Quitman, John Y., Mason, Jefferson
Davis, and James McKay. King received only 26 votes out of
& total of 204 votes cast and ranked 2 rather poor third in
the contest. On the second ballot, his vote dropved to
elght as Butler of Kentuecky won the nomination by a large
maJority.48 That the decision of the convention was not
fully satisfactory to the Lower South 1s evidenced by a
letter of T. Rs R. Cobb, in which he wrotet
%e have the nominations, I am "recon-
ciled®, not very much delighted., I am
not a great admirer of Cass, although
i think it a generous act on the part
of the Northern Demoerats to nominate
antie%ilmot Proviso men. I think a
more judicious ticket could hsve been
selected. chigan and Eentucky are
too close together to have both can-

didates.... King of Alabama would have
been a much more judiclous nomination, ¥

48 Journal of the Gonventio?, quoted in Vashington
Dally Uniom, May 24, 1848, King's vote was as followss
Georgis, lginlabama:'Qs Ohio, 1; indlana, 43 Fennsylvania,
8y Maryland,3.
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although 1 woulé vote for no man
sooner than Genl, Butler,49

Many Alabamians were chagrined at King's fallure to receive
the nominatlion because tley felt his long career geve him a
superior clalm over all others, 20

King was unquestionably diaaépointed, but threw his
support behlnd the Cass-Butler ticket. He wrote in August,
"The electlon of General Cass may, and I think will, force a
compromise of this agltating question /[slavery in the terri-
tofiqg?} hence, it seems to me, that every Southern men who
loves his country and would preserve inviolate its institu-
tions, should give a declded support to Cass and Batler, "51
Although he called Van Buren a "contemptible wretech" for
leading a third party to secure revenge against the Demo~
crats for not nominating him in 1844, King wrote thsat Van
Buren's candidacy might serve a useful purpose by forcing
South Carolina, Georéia,-and Florida to wheel into line

49 7. R, R, Cobb to Howell Cobb, May 31, 1848, in
Ulrich Bomnell Phillips, ed., The Correa ondence of Robert
Toambs, Alex der H, Stephens, and Howel Annual .

8%9 egia;g storical Associabion (1§Iii, II,
(ﬁ_beinarter c tod as 1lips, Correspondence of
Toombs, Stephens, and Cobb.)

50 VWashington Union, June 9, 1848,

51 King to VWilliam Garrett, A;guat 16, 1848, quoted in
millian Garrett ﬁgg;ggggggggg Fublic Men in A%ahg%g, for
Years, ’1 h an QTh lantat Fialiht on Fube
1 shing Company, 2) . p. (Hdereinafter cited as
Garrett, Raminisoanggg
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behind Cass.®2 In the later stages of the campaign, King
made & few speeches in favor of the Cass candidacy. He told
a Pickens County, Alabama, meeting that as the successor of
Cass as Minlster to Feris, he had learned no man "ranked
bigher in Europe as & republican” than Cass, 5° Although
Eing had hoped that Alabama would be a "banner state for the
Democracy,” Cass carried it by e majority of less than 1,000
out of & total of 61,000  votes cast. He received his
largest vote in the mountain counties and lost the votes of
Yandéy and some of hls following who resented the fact that
the convention had not a&opteﬂ the prineiples of the Alaw
bama Platform.>% Considering the closeness of the contest,
the King auppart.mny well have been deeisive in favor of
Cass., Despite the vote of Alabama, however, Cass lost the
election to General Zachary Taylor. d

¥nile the presidential campalign was in progress, a ware
fare was eonducted in the Alabama présa between those who

had strongly supported King's candidsey for the vice

52 King to James Buchenan, June 28, 1848, Buchanan Col-
lection, Historical Soclety of Fennsylvanlaj King to A,
3altmarsh, August 25, 1848, guoted in Walter ., Jackson,
dlabeama's First United States Vice-President (Decatur:
Decatur Frinting Company, £}, 37. (Hereinafter cited
as Jackson, Alabama's Firat V cs- reaident.)

5% H¥obile Rgg%ster, Hovember 4, 18483 Huntsville South-
ern Advocate, October 6, 1848,

54 Dormen, Party Folities, p. 31l. Alabama was called
the "banner stats of the Demoeracy” because it had always
voted Demoeratic in presidential elections.
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presidency at the Baltimore Convention and those who had
given him only lukewarm support. lost of the Alabama dele~
gatlion voted for King on the second ballot despite the ime
possibility of his winning the nomination, but Yancey and
one of his friends deserted him. Shorﬁly after the conven-
tion a pro-King delegate attacked Yanesey for his failure to
support King, and Yancey snswered in an Address in which he
attacked King and explained his course at Balbinnra.55
Yancey declared that he had voted for King on the first bale
lot against his own wishes and in deference to the Alabama
convention but had cast his vote for John A, Quitman on the
second ballot because he felt confident that a vote cast for
King would be a vote thrown away, Alabama delegates, he
pointed out, had not been instructed to vote for Kings the
state convention had merely recommended King and had done
this merely to salve his feelings after he had lost the
Senate race to Lewls.®® Offended by the implications of the
Yancey pamphlet, King wrote: "The pamphlet of Yancey is
worthy of the man -- Misrepresentation and malignity are its
characteristices: It can do no injury except to the authors
and he has already sunk himself so low in the estimation of
the intelligent Democracy of Alabame that he cannot find a

lower depth.“57

85 Montgomery Flag and Advertiser, July 5, 1848,

56 Yancey Address, pp. 58-61.

57 King to A. Saltmarsh, August 25, 1848, quoted in
Jackson, Alabama's First Vice-President, p. 37.
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King's politicel fortunes took a2 turn for the better in
the summer of 1848, In Jure, Arthur F, Bagby resigned from
the Senate to become Ameriecsn Minister to Russis, snd Gover-
nor Chapman appointed King to replace Bagby.58 For 2 time
¥ing feared that Chapmen, under pressure from iewis, would
give the appointment to someone 0150.59 but the fear proved
groundless. Chapmen was scoverely criticized by the people
of North Alabama because of his appointment of King. They
felt that their section of the state should have one Senate
seat. Doth King, end Lewis, they noted, were from South |

Alabeame .0

is o whole, however, King's appointment seems to
have given "general satisfaction."®l The #ashington Union
exnlted over his appointment: "The return of the Hon. %m,
R. EKing to the Senate of the Unlted 3tates has given great

satisfaction to the democratic cireles both in and out of

68 washington Daily Union, June 16, 18483 Huntsville
Southern Advocate, July 8, 48,

69 King to Buchanan, June 28, 1848, Buchanan Collec-
tion, Historieal Soclety of Fennsylvania.

60 King to Gerrett, August 16, 1848, cuoted in CGarrett,
Heminiscences, pp. €70-680. FKing expressed the view that
the best man should be chosen for office, regardless of the
section of the state from which he came.,

61 Tuscaloosa Independent lonitor, July 20, 1848.
Chapman later declared that he had chosen King as a long
and well-trlied public servent and that he had sought to act
on the wishes of a majority of Alebamisns in appointing

King., NMobile Daily Reglster, Way 3, 1849,

i
[
[
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Congress. The friends of the administration and of the
Byltimore nominees are highly gratified.” King, said the
Union, would prove useful in working out a compromise in gﬁa
existing dlispute between the North and the Sﬂuth.ez

The chief subject of discord at the time was a bill
ealling for the ereation of Oregon Territory. Southerners
demanded that ecltlzens be given the right to carry slave
property wherever they went in the union, ineluding the tere
ritories. Congress, they asaid, could not sbolish property,
nor could it constitutionslly exclude slavery from the ter-
ritories.5§ Northerners maintained, on the other hand, that
slavery could be prohibited in the territories and cited
evidence from the time of the Northwest Ordinance to prove
their case,®% & Haryland senator summed up the existiﬂg
situation when he said, "The desire of the North cannot be
gratified, and this Union stand, The desire of the South
cannot be gratified sand this Unlon stand, There mast be
concessions on both sides...."55

King participated in the lasi month of discusaion of
the Oregon lssue, After much hested debate, a blll for the

organization of the Oregon Territory finally passed the

62 July 18, 1848,

BS.Ggggggasiona§ Globe, 108 volumes (%ashington: Globe
Offioe, 34"' vl 1 5 9270

64 Ibid., XVIII, $07-910.
65 Ibid., XVIil, 917,
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Senate near the close of the session. As the time for ad-
journment approached, however, the House version of the bill
differed from that of the Senate. The House version called
for the incorporation of the restrictive provision of the
Northwest Ordinance into the blll whereas the Senate version
sought, by an amendment, to incorporate the principles of the
Migsourl Compromise as a concession to the South.%® Some
Southerners were willing to defeat the blill by parliamentary
maneuvering even after the Senate agreed to recede from its
compromise amendment during an all-night session, 87 King,
hovever, in a significant speech, opposed such tacties. He
opposed certain features of the bill which were calculated
to violate the rights of the South and wanted the Senate
amendment kept; but, since the majority had declded in favor
of the bill, he maintained that it should be pasaed in the
form proposed by the House. The President would then have
the responsibility of accepting or rejecting it. It would,
he said, "comport better with the dignity of the Senate,
with their standing in the country, and with public senti-
ment" 1f the bill were pnaaed.es That he was not satisfied
with prineiples found in the bill is evidenced in a letter
to a friend dated the next day in which he said, "The

66 Ibid., XVIII, 1061, 1079, 108S5.

67 1bid., XVILII, 1077-1088, King opposed receding from
the Senate emendment, VWashington Daily Union, August 15,
1848,

68 Congressional Globe, XVIII, 1084.
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manifest determination of a large number of inhabitants to
prohibit the extension of slavery, by excluding it from the
territories, the common property of the States threatens con-
sequences the most alarming. The end none can foresee, and
the purest are forced to doubt the permanancy of the Union."sg

During the last years of his life, King was an ace-
tive promoter of rallroads in the Lower South for the pur-
pose of improving the area economically and binding it to
the Northwest, In July, 1848, he presented a bill for
granting a right of way and additional public lands to ald
in the construction of the Mobille and Ohio Rallroad between
Mobile and the mouth of the Ohio River, but the bill failed
during that session and the one following. In 1850, howe
ever, the Mobile and Ohlio proposal was joined to one of
3tephen A, Douglas for aiding the Illinois Central Railroad,
end both were accepted in the same bill, Granting alternate
blocks of land six miles square along these roads, the bill
provided valuable ald to the two roads.?0

King was an ardent advocate of the passage of the
Mobile and Ohlo proposal, He favored giving new states all
aid that could appropriately be afforded for internal im-
provements "to give value to the public lands, and afford

facilities to carry the produce of the 3States to market.,"

69 King to Garrett, August 16, 1848, quoted in Garrett,

Reminlscences, p. 680.

70 Congressional Globe, XVIII, 99¢, 10103 XIX, 324;
XX, 844 T,
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He pointed out that the Moblle and Ohio would psas through
land that was of llttle value without = transportation oute
lets 1If railroad communlostion were furnished, lend values
wouid rise, and hitherto unsalesble public land could be
disposed of et double the vsual minimum price. The governe
ment would thereby gelin from the plan. Individuals, the
states, end the nationsl government would all profit from
the commerclial and agrieultural development which would fole
lows 48 to the constitutionul aspects of the cuestion, King
sald there vas & difference between making appropriations
out of the treasury for internal improvements and direct
granting of lsnd for thet purpose. Unsaleable lend should
be granted liberally to nev states for the development of
tranaportation, It would thereby promote the "general in-
terests of the anuntry.’vl Sald Kings
1 am in favor of having the country oulw
tivated and settled by an sgricultural
population, I am for glving channels of
commmniocation between the North and the
Souths It will lead to genersl prosperity,
not only in & commereial point of view, but
1% will relicve us from uny prejudlice and
ankind fesling growing up among usy for,
intermingling one section with the other,
every uncivil feeling »ill be supplanted,72
Bing attended reilroad conventions in Alabama held for
the purpose of promoting rallroad eonstruction, In October,

1848, he presided over z meebing st Selma to promote an

v

71 Lbid., XX, 846-846, 853, 802,
72 Ibid., XX, 363,
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Alabama and Tennessee Railroad and made a2 "short but elo-
guent" speech on the lmportance of the proposed road for
both the state and nation.vs In May, 1851; he presided over
| a conventlion held ét Mobile, Speaking before this assembly,
' he expressed pleasure that Alabamians had become interested
F in internal improvements. The Moblle and Ohioc and the Selma

snd Tennessee projects, sald Fing, were of great importance

from both & commercisl and & politleal standpoint. By the

construction of these great avenues, the Northwest and the

Lower South would be brought near to each other. Prejudinon’jzaé

would ke removed by constent Intercourse. New sympathies

would be aroused and new tles cresteds, The interests of the

Northvest would become those of the Lower South and vice

versa. 4
in Congress, however, the slavery question continued to

cause hostility between the sections, Then the short second

session of the Thirtieth Congress met in December, 1848,

sectional feeling developed arbund the bllls for the admis-

gion of New Mexico and California as free states and for the

abolition of slavery in the Distriect of Columbia, New York

submitted resolutions dealing with these end other subjects

which David Yules of Florida called "an insult to fifteen of

73 Nobile Deily Advertlser, October 30, 1849, auoting
Selma Heporter.

74 boblle Daily Advertiser, Kay 31, 1851,
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the soverelgn States of the Union."72 Some Southerners
gought te prevent the resolutions from belng printed. King
showed both his fairness and his atate rights philosophy
when he defended the right of New York to present them, A
sovereign state, he declared, had the right to presfent what-
ever 1t thought proper to the Congress of the United States,
the common servant of all the states. He regretted that in-
stating thelr grievances some states had not in all cases
nsed "language more conciliatory and better caleculsated to
effect thelr objects, and preserve those amicable and kindly
feellings thch ought to exiat throughout the vhole country,"
but at the same time he was willing that they ahould "make
kmown bthelr views upon #ll cuestions and subjects whatso=-
ever." He asked Bouthernérs to defer discussion of thelr
constitutional rights until a more appropriata t;me.va
Throughout the session he exerted himself to prevent need-
less agitation of the slavery question by moving that ine
flammetory petitions he tabled without debate,’!

Many southern leaders, because of the numerous problems
confronting the ecountry, had come to the conclusion that it
was time for the southern states to concert a plan of de~
fense, Osome were deslrous of e¢alling a southern convention.

John C, Calhoun took the lead in preparing an address that

75 Congressional Globe, XX, ©10.
76 Ibid., XX, 313,

77 Ibid., XX, 181-18%2.
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the soverelgn States of the Union."79 Some Southerners
sought to prevent the resolutions from being printed., King
showed both his fairness and his state rights phllosophy
when he defended the right of Wew York to present them, A
sovereign state, he declared, had the right to present whate
ever it thought proper to the Congress of the United States,
the common servant of all the states. He regretted that in-
stating thelr grievaences some states had not in sll cases
ased "1angﬁage more conciliatory and better ecalculated to
effect thelr objects, and preserve those amicable and kindly
feelings %hich ought to exist throughout the vhole country,"”
but at the same time he was willing that they should "make
k¥nown thelr views upon #2ll cuestions and subjects vhatso-
ever." He asked Southernéra to defer discussion of thelr
constitutional rights until a more aﬁpropriata time.vs
Throughout the session he exerted himself to prevent nsed-
lesa agitatlon of the slavery question by moving that ine
flameatory petitions be tabled without debate,?!

Many southern leaders, because of the numeroas problems

confronting the country, had come to the conclusion that it
was time for the southern states to concert a plan of de~
fense, Some were deslrous of ealling a southern convention.

John C, Calhoun took the lead in preparing an address that

76 Ibid., XX, 313,

77 ibid., XX, 181-182.
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waz sdopted by a Southern ﬂongressional-eauousy7a The
Calhoun Address pointed to northern aggression egainst the
South in the past and called on the South to unite in its
own defense, The northern astates, said Calhoun, had made
the fugitive slave law almost inoperstive; they had permite
ted abolitionlists to organize for the purpose of destroying
the existing relationshlip between blacks and vhites in the
Souths and Northerners were seeking to exclude Southerners
completely from the territories although "right, justice,
gnd eguslity" demanded that they have a right to o there.
The aggressions of the North were "numerous, great, and
dangerous,” and threatened "with destruction the greatest

and most vital of 211 the interests and institutions of the

South."” To resist,; the South needed unitysy lack of unity on

its part had contributed to the existing situation. If the

South pressnted a united front:“the North might cease its

aggressions, If unity falled to secure redress for the
South, the time would then have come for the section "o
decide what course to ndapt.“79

King was a member of =z special committee of fifteen and
& select committee of five (from the committee of fifteen)

to study the Calhoun plen snd make a report to the southern

78 Allan Nevins, Ordeal of the Union, 2 volumes (New
Yorks Charles Seribner's Sons, l§37), I, 12.

79 Richard K. Oralld, ed., The Works J%Q% Co
%ﬁ%&g%g, 7 volumes (New Y;rks ih Ipﬁ!%%%ﬁ,g§b -1857), VI,
"'3 3.
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~caucuss John ¥. Berrien, Vhig Senator from Georgia, pre-
pared a milder address for the committee, usging Calhoun's
arguments about northern aggressioms, but adﬂréssing_himself
to the whole country instesd of to the South alone;”-Whara
Calhoun sdvised the South to take the mode of redress into
its own hands, Berrien mildly remonstrated to the vhole
American people againgt nerthern aggressions, %hnrﬁ Calhoun
presupposed the utter hopelessness of indheing the North to
stay the tlde of aggressions against the South, Berrien
looked to thelr love of the Unlion and their sense of Justice
to favor redress for the South. ¥here Calhoun felt that the
tima.had come for the South to unite for action, Berﬁiqn
sought,to.appeul to the North once more to arrest hor course
of aggressions, On Jenuary 22, vhen the final caucus met,
Eing reported both plans from the committee, but with the
recommendation that thé milder Berrigg plan be adopteds v~
After the Berrien plan had been read, ﬁ; oxpressed hope. that
1t vould be accepted and moved that the report of the com-
mittee be received and a vote tauken to determine whether to
adopt the Berrien plan or the Calhoun plsan. After a debate
the Calhoun Address, with some mocdification, was adopted by
the caucua.so Few Yhigs supported it, and few Democrats op=

posed 1t, Because the Address went so far in advising the

80 Montgomery Dally Journal, January 31, iay 2, 18493
Raleigh lorth C ina 3§gagg§%, January 31, 18549;
Hillsboro Egoor er, February 14, 1849.
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South to unlbe in resisting novthern aggression, some. doubte
~ed that Ylng would scecept 1t; he =igned 1t, however, because
he felt that the South needed to present a united front a=
gainst northern attacks, Bt ;

Georgg S, Houagon, 4 member of the House of Representae-
tives, refused to sign the Address snd came back to Alabama
with the intention of unseating King in the Senate on the
bagis of it. He round,lhnwever, that Alabama had gone "hook
2nd line" for the Address. "The Calhoun men;“ he said,
"w1ll have the state unless the Vhigs get it, which iz at
least possible if not probable.” Houston attributed King's
support of the Address to his "childlsh overweening desire
Lo be elected to the Senate." King's friends, sald Houston,
"taking their cue from 1t," were pressing the Address with
"more violence and geal than even the Calhoun men, if possie
ble." They were, or seemed to be, "determined to get shead
of the Chivalry and =1l for the purpose of getting him beek
into the SQnatefBS One csnnot deny that King had advenced a
| considerable distence in the direction of ﬁhe Calhoun camp
or that he had an "overweening desire” to return to the

Senate, but & more cheritable view would attribute his

81 Montgomery Journal, January 19, 1849; Vetumplka
Dai%§ State Guard, July 25, 1549; Dorman, Farty Politics,
De .

82 George S. Houston to Howell Cobb, June 26, 1848, in

Fhillips, Correspondence oi IToombs, Stephens, and Cobb, II,
16€. Sy
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support of the Address to an honest desire that the South
ﬁ%ﬁsﬁﬁf a2 united front in the hope that such a stand would
prevent northern aggression. In view of his work during the
session of 185C, this would seem %o have been an important
motive in sheping his thinking.

The senatorial election of 1849 in Alabame. vas complie-
cated by the death of Dixon H, Lewls and the appointment of
Benjomin Fitzpatrick to replagce him. Fltzpatrick, like King,
‘was from South Alabama, and North Alabame reaised the cry

that 1t ha@ no representative in the Senate.8® If North

Alabams was to have a representative, one of the two men
appointed by Covernor Chapman hsad to be sacrificed. Each
man had advantages and disadvantages 1f sach 2 choice had to
be medes King was the first to be appointed, mt he was oew
bupying the seat originally glven to North Alabama in 1818,
Pitgpatrick was the last %o De appointed, but he was occupy=

84

ing the seat given to South Alabama in 1819,%% Some cherged

that King opposed Chapman's appointment of Fitzpatrick be=
cause he wanted teo make sure that North Alabama would not

try to unseat him, but the accusation was never péoved.as

83 Huntsville Eamocggt~ February 21, 1549; lontgomery
Dally Journal, Jamaary 2¥, February 5, 1349,

84 Vetumpka Dally State Guard, January 31, 1849,

' 85 Wetumpks Dally State Guard, April 30, May 21, 1840;
dontgomery lally 4ggggg§:—§§huary 29, 1849, quoting Vlorence
Gazette. '
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" Demoerstic newspapers in the southern part of tbé gtate op-

posed any dlvislon and counsellsd North Alsbama to use care

lest it cause bpth seats te be lost to the Vhigs 1f Lemoe

86 A correspondent of the Florence

eratic votes were split,
Gazebte sald that both King and Pltzpatrick would be de~ .
feated; another said that "old party veterans and superane
miated and worn out political drones™ should be thrown out
of office and replaced by younger men.87 South Aiabama
newspapers insisted that both King and Pitzpatrick should be
reslected 1f the Democreatlc caucus declded they were the two
best eandidates.aa _

The 1849 state leglslature was given the responsibility
of finding a solution to the problem. In the August elece
tion, the lemoeorsts won a majJority of fifty-six to fortye
four in the House of Representatives, but.tﬁe ihigs gained:
control of the Senate by & margin of seventeen to sixteen,®®
3ince the two szenators were to be chosen by jolnt ballot,
the result of the”state election foretold a closs vote in
the senatorial election.

¥hen the state leglslature met in November, there were

86 Vetumpks laily State Cusrd, February 9, 1849,
87 Florence setta, October &, 20, 1849,

88 Vetumpka. ailI Sgate Guard, September 27, 1849;
Florence Ggpzelle, UYctobe 1845, quoting Dallas & Gazetle.

89-nashington g;&;z'_g&gg, August 23, 1849; Dorman,
Party Politios, pe
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three major candidates for the senatorial seat King was
holding -- King, Reuben Chapman (vho had been denied renoml-
nation as governor for appointing ¥ing and Fitzpatrieck) and
Arthmr ¥, Hopkins of the Whigs. Prior to the joint session
for selecting senators, the Democrats in a cancus vobed to
support both ¥ing and Fitzpatrick for the seats they already
neld, Offended that North Alabams had secured no recogni-
tion by the party, however, a minority seceded from the ceu-

cus snd presented Chapman as a candidate to oppose XKing and

Jeremizah Clem=ns ﬁo-oppoae Pitzpatrick for the other aeab.ao
Thils defection in ranks split the Democratic votes and gave
hope to the ¥higs. Two ballots were taken before Chapmsan
withdrew and permitted Eing to gain a majority on the third,
On 'the first and second ballets, Chapman received fifteen

snd thirteen votes respectively, enough to keep King from

recolving the necessary majority for election. King's mare
gin on the third ballot was relatively close, the vote being
71 to 58.91 In accepbing the support of tho'“Mbntgauary
Regeney" -= the powerful 3tate Rights element of the party
~« King became somevhat obligated to the 3tate Righters and
co-operated with them throughout the remainder of hié Caw
reer, But he had elso needed the support of the North

Alabama Democracy %o win the election in 1848, Had the

90 Mobile Dally Advertiser, November 16, December 2, 4,
18493 Huntsville Southern Advocate, Lecember 7, 1849,

81 Moblle Laily asdvertiser, December 2, 1549,
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¥higs decided to turn to Chapman or some other Democrat,
Eing might easily have been defeated,®® In fact, Senator
Fitzpatrick was defeated in the second contest when the
Vhigs joined North Alabama Demoerats in voting for Jeremiah
Clemens. Thus the effort of Middle Alabama to control both
seats backfired and resulted in the election of a dissident
Democrat by a majority made up largely of Whigs.gs King
might have suffered the seme fate if his policies had not
been populsr in North Alabama. A South Alabama newspaper
noted in 1849 that King's politics were "the politics of
North Alabama" and that he was "deservedly a favorite of the
people of the mountain region.“94

King must have been highly gratified at his victory
over both the ihigs and dissident Democrats. He now occu-
pied a seat in the Senate in hlis own right and not by ap=-
pointment. He had been elevated to the office because Ala-
bamlians wished to make use of hls experience, his modera-
tion, and his firmmess during the erisis wvhich lay in the
future. Yet he looked forward to his coming term with
trepidation, for he realized that his work would involve
"apeat responaibllity, great laebor, and no little

92 Vetumpke Daily State Guard, December 17, 1849, quo-
ting Jackaonvzlle‘ﬁ§§§ﬁiigan.

93 Florence Gagette, December 8, 1840; Mobile Dally
Advertiser, December 4, 1849.

94 Huntsville Demoecrat, February 21, 1849, quoting
Eufaula Demoerat.
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anxiety."9% Sti111 a lover of the union, he feared that the
North would drive the South to desperate acts., He wrote
Buchanan, "They mist stop at once their course of aggression
or nothing but divine interposition can prevent a dissolu-
tion of the Union, I am no alarmist, but I cannot be mis-
taken in the matter...."9® iIn January, 1850, he summed up
his views as follows:

The 3lavery cuestion is the all absorbing
subject herej and how 1t 1s to terminste
God only !mows, All my efforts shall (as
they have been) be unremittedly exerted to
compromise 1f possible this dangerous
question, so as to maintain the honor &
constitutional rights of the Slave holding
Stetes. 1f this can be effectedy; no man
will feel more heart felt gratification
than myselfs but I sm free to declare thst
devotedly attaeched as I am to the Union,
proud as I am of my country and the high
destinies to which it must attain if we
can but prostrate this fanatleal spirit
and preserve the Union as framed by our
Fathers «« yet 1 stand prepared, should
these aggressions upon our rights con- y
tinues to resisté at every hazard and at =
" every sacrirfice.

95 King to Buchanan, January 6, 1850, Buchanan Collec=-
tion, Historical Society of Pennaylvenia,

96 King to Buchansn, January 13, 1850, Buchanan Col-
lection, Historical Bociety of Pennsylvania.

97 King to Gayle, January 15, 1850, in Flles of the
Alabama Governors, Alabama Department of Archives and His-

tory.
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